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1.0 Non Technical Summary 

1.1 Introduction 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is a formal process that is carried 
out as part of the variation to incorporate the Limerick 2030 Plan into the 
existing City Development Plan.   It informs decision making in the making of 
the LAP, improving the environmental compliance of the plan and raising 
awareness of the potential environmental consequences of its implementation 
so that these consequences may be mitigated or avoided altogether. It also 
gives the public and other interested parties an opportunity to comment on 
and to be kept informed on decisions that may affect the local environment 
and how the variation to the plan was made.  
 
In accordance with the legislation, a ‘scoping’ exercise was carried out to 
determine the range of environmental issues and level of detail to be 
contained in the Environmental Report. This took place in August 2014 and 
involved consultation with the relevant Environmental Authorities: 
 
- The Environmental Protection Agency  
- The Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government 
-The Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht 
-The Department of Communications, Energy and Natural Resources 
-The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine  
  
The main output of SEA is the Environmental Report, which outlines the 
findings of the assessment process. This is the Environmental Report for the 
variation to the Limerick City Development Plan (CDP) to incorporate the 
2030 Plan that has been prepared in accordance with the Planning and 
Development (SEA) Regulations 2004 and SEA (Amendment) Regulations 
2011. This report should be read in conjunction with the proposed variation 
document and the Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening Document.  

1.2 Contents and Main Objectives of the Limerick Economic and Spatial 
Plan 2030. 

 

1.3 Current State of the Environment 

1.3.1 Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna 
The Shannon and the Abbey waterways provide the setting for a range of 
wildlife habitats and species and are important local amenities. Both are part 
of the Lower River Shannon SAC site.  Sites of local biodiversity interest in 
the City include the Westfields wetland complex in the north circular road. 
This is also of importance for wildfowl but is a hugely important local amenity 
which is much used for bird watching and walking.  Other wet lands in the city 
include those in the Longpavement area, the site of the former city land fill 
now being rehabilitated under EPA guidance.  
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Table 1.1 Designated sites in the Limerick City Area. 
NPWS Code Name  
SAC  
002165 

 
Lower River Shannon  

SPA 
004077 

 
River Shannon and River Fergus Estuaries.  

NHAs  
 
002001 
002048 
000435 

 
 
Knockalisheen Marsh 
Fergus Estuary and Inner Shannon North Shore. 
Inner Shannon Estuary South Shore   

Source: Adapted from the Limerick City Development Plan 2010- Chapter 11.  
 
 
Trees and urban woodlands are also important bio-diversity features and their 
importance has been acknowledged in Chapter 10 of the Limerick City 
Development Plan 2010-2016 which is the planning document for the City 
area. The parks of the City area in many cases possess mature stands of 
trees, which in addition to being visually attractive, add to the stock of urban 
habitats. The City parks and their locations are summarised in Table 1.2 
below.  
 
 
Table 1.2 Parks (Formal and informal) in the Limerick City Area. 
Name  Location.  
O Brien Park  Clare Street  
Peoples Park  Pery Square- close to Colbert Station.  
Robert Byrnes Park  Clancy strand-across the river from Arthurs Quay.  
Arthurs Quay Park  Behind Arthurs Quay Car Park.   
Landsdowne Park  Clareview- used to be quarry.  
Russell Park  North Circular Road.  
Caherdavin Caherdavin close to Community Centre.  
Shelbourne Park   Shelbourne Road.  
Custom House Park  Behind the Hunt Museum.  
 
Note: while not all are within the area of the 2030 plan they are nearby and 
add to the amenity value of the City.   
 
 
A key objective is the maintenance of favourable conservation status for 
protected habitats and species within the plan area.  Two Natura 2000 sites 
are present or close to the plan area, it is considered that the emphasis on 
green infrastructure and ecological corridors between key sites of nature 
conservation value are also required. These have been included in 
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undeveloped sections of water courses in the eastern portion of the city plan 
area.  
 
An NIS screening was carried out on the Draft Limerick 2030 Plan and the 
findings of that process are integrated into this Environmental Report. The 
NIS screening concluded that due to adequacy of infrastructural facilities such 
as waste water treatment plants that there would be no effects on Natura 
2000 sites from this source. .The incorporation of mitigation measures 
involving ecological assessment at project design stage will mitigate for any 
potential adverse impacts from development projects that may affect Natura 
2000 sites outside the plan area. 
 
 

1.3.2 Population and Human Health 
The Census of 2011 shows the population of Ireland increased from 
4,239,848 in 2006 to 4,588,252 in 2011 an actual increase of 348,404 
persons or 8.2%.  The population of Limerick was 56779 people (27771 males 
and 29008 females). Making due allowance for the inclusion of Limerick North 
rural Electoral division in the City since the previous census the overall 
population of the city area declined by 5% (CSO, 2011).  
 
 
The main Waste Water Treatment plant for the area of the 2030 plan and the 
Limerick City Development plan is the plant at Bunlickey. Capacity is 
adequate for the city’s need with a population capacity of 30000. The plant 
came into operation in 1999. While the question of it operating close to 
capacity has been raised, recent discussions with Irish Water and Water 
services section of Limerick City and County Council (July 2014) have 
indicated that new working procedures in addition to the construction of an 
anaerobic digester and other upgrades will ensure that the plant will be able to 
keep pace with development within the agglomeration that it serves. This is 
dealt with in more detail elsewhere in this report.  
 

Air quality in Ireland is generally of a high standard across the country.  The 
current air quality in the Limerick Air Quality Index Health Region is 1 - 
Good. The index is based on information from monitoring instruments at 
representative locations in the region and may not reflect local incidents of air 
pollution. The index was calculated at 11:35, Tuesday 29-September 2014.  
At some times particularly during holiday periods through traffic through the 
City can create localised issues with traffic fumes. Proposals in the 2030 plan 
to update traffic management and routing in the city area are likely to result in 
improvements in the overall air quality.  

 
Climate change impacts may present challenges to future land use and 
location of development in the City.  Predicted impacts from projected 
temperature rises include more concentrated periods of higher rainfall and 
more exposure to flood risk. This issue has been dealt with in Chapter 12 of 
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the current Limerick City Development Plan. Further work may be necessary 
on this aspect of the plan in the near future when the final CFRAMs maps 
issue. 
 
The Seveso II Directive aims to prevent major accident hazards involving 
dangerous substances and chemicals and the limitation of their 
consequences for people and the environment. Within Limerick City, there are 
two identified Seveso Sites, known as ‘lower tier’ sites. These are Joint Fuel 
Terminal (Topaz), Courtbrack Avenue and Grassland Fertilizers, Dock Road. 
 

1.3.3 Geology and Soils 
 
The geology of the study area has been much modified by generations of 
building activity, where the original soil cover was removed or covered by the 
built environment. Along Ballinacurra Creek on the western boundary of the 
city area alluvium soils are present. These have not been built on for the most 
part. The underlying rock in the area in question is Lower Carboniferous 
Limestone. Soils in the area vary from Limestone Till, estuarine muds in 
undeveloped areas close to the Shannon and also “made ground” Made 
ground is natural soil altered, partly with fill materials and is associated with 
prior construction activities.  

1.3.4 Cultural Heritage 
There are over 70 sites listed as recorded monuments in the historic medieval 
core of Limerick protected under the National Monuments Act 1930-2004. The 
historic core is concentrated to the east of O Connell Street and in the city 
strategic zone referred to as the medieval core. Within this area Kings John 
castle is an important surviving element. This is shown in Map 7C of the 
existing City Development Plan. A key challenge for the architectural heritage 
of the City is the sustainable and sympathetic reuse, regeneration and 
development of the built environment whilst retaining and protecting the 
distinctive character of Protected Structures and the Architectural 
Conservation Areas.   
 

- Four Architectural Conservation Areas, are designated in the city 
area.  The ACAs have different characteristics. These  are listed below 
and are mapped in detail in the Appendix I of the Limerick City Plan.   

- 88 
- One area covering the majority of the City Centre in the 2010 City 

Development Plan. The South City Centre & Newtown Pery ACA and 
the John’s Square ACA already contain numerous existing protected 
structures, and also numerous features identified on the National 
Inventory of Architectural Heritage. 

- The Ballinacurra Road and Ennis/Shelbourne Road ACAs are primarily 
in residential use where a large majority of the buildings contained 
within these ACAs are domestic dwellings, terraced, and detached, 
which have been identified in the National Inventory of Architectural 
Heritage (NIAH) surveys.  
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- There are 435  individual and groups of buildings designated as 
Protected Structures in the 2010 plan. An important part of the 
historical fabric is the 13 surviving sections of the Limerick City walls.  
 

 
 
Figure 1: showing the location of the Limerick City walls including extant 
sections. This map is taken from the existing development plan from the City.  
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This map provides a useful indication of the location of the historic core of 
Limerick. It should be noted that the walls were built in three distinct phases 
which show the evolution of the historic City.     
 
 

1.3.5 Landscape 
Limerick’s riverside setting and the survival of the much of the Georgian 
building stock provide an attractive landscape for accommodating a range of 
competing land uses. As part of the urban landscape the street pattern dating 
in part from medieval times in the older parts of the city to the wider Georgian 
streetscape are an indication of the evolution of the City It offers an insight 
into the growth of the  city over the centuries.  
 
Future developments will continue to be required to be sympathetic to the 
river-scape in terms of design and building height and to take the issues of 
flooding into account by incorporating the relevant measures of the 2009 
Flood Risk Guidelines.  Protection of the waterway corridor is desirable and in 
the case of the 2030 Plan an emphasis is placed on high quality development 
along the riverside. In this regard the 2008 City centre plan has proved to be a 
success in promoting the sensitive development of the river corridor which is 
now an important location for amenity and cultural use.  This was a non-
statutory document which provided guidance on urban design in the city core.  
 
Material Assets 
 
Material assets are taken to include infrastructure and utilities including rail, 
road, water supply and wastewater treatment facilities.  It also includes 
economic assets such as buildings and lands and water resources which 
support tourism and amenities. Material assets is the critical infrastructure 
essential for the functioning of society such as: electricity generation and 
distribution, water supply, wastewater treatment, transportation, etc. 
Limerick City as a Gateway town is well serviced with a network of National 
and Regional routes including the Nenagh –Limerick Motorway (opened in 
2010) and the M18 Ennis to Shannon; national primary roads include theN7, 
N24, N20 and N21. The Limerick Tunnel opened in summer 2010, and forms 
the city bypass connecting the Dublin Road (N7) to the Ennis Road (N18). 
This will be capable of carrying up to 40,000 vehicles per day and forms the 
final part of the City bypass, linking all national routes to the city. The 2030 
plan correctly indicates that the traffic plan for the city has not been upgraded 
since the opening of the tunnel and as such requires updating to reflect the 
presence of this important transport infrastructure.  
 
Railway services operate out of Colbert Station and its main routes run from 
Limerick to Dublin via Limerick Junction. Principal routes are: Limerick - Ennis 
Galway., Limerick - Nenagh – Dublin, Limerick - Limerick Junction – 
Dublin,Limerick – Foynes and Limerick - Limerick Junction – Waterford. Some 
of these links are in the process of being upgraded while others have already 
been improved. Bus Eireann operates intercity bus services from Colbert 
station, 
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serving most principal towns and national routes. 
 
Shannon Airport is the most important airport in the region of view though 
there are other, smaller, private airports of local significance. The Shannon 
Foynes Port Company is Ireland’s second largest port operation and has 
statutory jurisdiction over all marine activities on a 500 km2 area on the 
Shannon Estuary, stretching from Kerry/Loop Heads to Limerick City. Limerick 
Port provides berthing facilities for ships transporting principally timber, 
fertiliser and oil into the City. There is one berthing area at the port. The most 
important port facility is that of Foynes which lies approximately 26km 
downstream and has deep water berthing facilities which the Limerick City 
port facilities lack.  
324 
The Current Replacement Waste Management Plan for Limerick/Clare/Kerry 
Region,was prepared and evaluated in 2012. . At present Limerick City and 
Council does not operate a fully working landfill  as Gortadroma, the land fill in 
the county is being closed down. Municipal waste in the City is collected by 
private collectors with waste collection permits and brought to landfills in other 
parts of the region or country.  Almost 77% of the City’s municipal waste was 
land filled in 2007. The current target under the regional waste management 
plan for the land filling of municipal waste is 14%. 
 
 
Analysis of energy usage per person in the Limerick, Clare and Limerick city 
region indicated that Limerick City is lower than the national average, while 
the two county areas are above the national average. This can be explained 
by the increased transport costs, restricted access to cleaner, more efficient 
fuels such as natural gas and higher percentage usage of solid fuels in the 
rural context. A similar trend is experienced when assessing CO2 emissions 
per person.  The transport sector was shown to account for the highest level 
of CO2 emissions.  
 
Encouraging a shift towards more energy efficient transport modes such as 
bus, cycling and walking, car pooling and switching to green fuels are all 
positive actions that can cumulatively reduce emissions. In this regard, the 
Smarter Travel initiative, for which Limerick is a demonstration City has to be 
borne in mind. To date substantial progress has been made in opening up 
and improving both cycling and pedestrian links in the city and environs. This 
is dealt with later in the Environmental Report.  
 
 
Recent investment has resulted in a new reservoir and water tower, in 
addition to the refurbishment of an old reservoir. This has created a total 
storage capacity of 18 million gallons (75,000m3) of water. A major extension 
to the water treatment plant at Clareville to the east of the city has started 
which will double output to nearly 8 billion gallons per annum. 
Wastewater is treated at Bunlickey treatment plant in County Limerick and this 
new plant eliminated 50 sewer outfalls that had previously discharged to the 
Shannon and Abbey Rivers. Further examination of waste water treatments 
appears later in this report.  
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1.4 Existing Environmental Issues 
Key environmental pressures in the City relate to: 
 

• The need to ensure that Waste Water infrastructure keeps pace with 
development. As outlined elsewhere improvement works will be 
proceeding on Bunlicky WWTP in the next 18 months or so to ensure 
that its work practices and capacity will remain abreast of pending 
developments in the city and wider areas. An appropriate assessment 
screening for these works has been prepared and forwarded to the 
NPWS in July of this year (2014).  

• Biodiversity including maintenance of the Parklands in the city-see 
table above- and enhancement of ecological corridors, for both amenity 
and nature conservation purposes.  

• Cultural Heritage involving the need to maintain the character of the 
historical areas of the city with associated consideration of 
infrastructural needs of the visiting public such as access and parking 
for both local residents and businesses and visitors to the town. 
Proposals for new road /traffic /pedestrian infrastructure will need to be 
carefully balanced with the needs to maintain the cultural heritage 
value and setting of sites that may be affected by such proposals. A 
key challenge for the architectural heritage of the City is sustainable 
and sympathetic reuse, regeneration and development of the built 
environment whilst retaining and protecting the distinctive character of 
Protected Structures and Architectural Conservation Area. 

• Human Health: maintenance and enhancement of the quality of the 
urban surroundings and of ensuring continuing access to amenities 
and services.  

1.5 Consideration of Alternative Strategies 
 
The Limerick Economic and Spatial Plan (2030) proposes measures that build 
on earlier proposals such as the 2008 City Centre Plan and earlier public 
realm proposals.   The identification of the seven key areas aims to promote 
tailored responses to the difficulties of each area and the specific 
opportunities each affords.  They are developments of the earlier proposals 
and are based on good practice from other jurisdictions.  The proposals are a 
response to the difficulties facing Limerick City and are those judged to be the 
most realistic at the current time.  

While earlier plans and development briefs (e.g. Patrick Street-Ellen Street 
Development Brief 2004) did make their acknowledged contribution to the 
contents of the current plan the content of such plans required updating 
because of the new economic background, the new legislative and policy 
background caused by the amalgamation of the two local authorities and the 
addition of new infrastructure within the metropolitan area. In this regard the 
plan points out that the current traffic management initiatives had been put in 
place prior to the opening of the River Shannon Tunnel which has removed a 
large volume of traffic from the City centre (LEASP, p.53).  Facilitating 
pedestrian usage of the city centre by managing traffic flows is an important 
element of the plan and this plan presents comprehensive proposals to 
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address this issue (LESASP, pp. 91-96).  The management of traffic is central 
to accessibility in urban areas and these proposals have indicated the need 
for revised management which played a part in the selection of this plan in its 
current format.  

In short the selection of the current strategy has built on earlier efforts such as 
conventional land use plans (e.g. the series of City Development Plans), the 
successful outcome of the actions of the 2008 City Centre Plan and marks a 
fusion of conventional land use planning with the area specific actions of the 
LEASP. One alternative would have been to continue with conventional land 
use plans, which lacking the area specific focus and actions of the LEASP, 
would not be able to direct resources in the targeted fashion required.  
 
The outcome of earlier plans such as the Limerick City Centre 2008 plan had 
indicated the potential of actions in selected parts of the city and while this 
has achieved impressive results, not least the board walks along the Shannon 
in the City centre, it was considered that actions on a larger scale would be 
necessary to reverse the decline of the City centre and the key areas 
identified in the LEASP.  

1.6 Environmental Protection Objectives (EPOs) 
The Environmental Protection Objectives provide a standard against which 
the goals, policies and objectives of the City Plan as amended can be 
measured in order to highlight those with the potential for environmental 
impact. These have been used as an aide memoir for the preparation of the 
final objectives in the plan, which are listed in the appendix together with 
relevant comments. These EPOs are as follows: 

1.6.1 Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna 
B1: Protect, conserve and enhance habitats, species and areas of regional 
and local importance, including aquatic habitats and species and promote the 
sustainable management of ecological networks. 
 
B2: Ensure that the continued conservation of the Natura 2000 sites, the 
Lower River Shannon SAC sites and The River Shannon and Fergus estuary 
SPA remains as a priority for the revised City Development Plan. These sites 
are important, both as an amenity and natural history resource.  

1.6.2 Population and Human Health 
P1: Facilitate a good standard of quality of life for the population of Limerick 
through ensuring high quality residential, recreational and working 
environments. 
 

1.6.3 Water 
 
W.1 Ensure that waste water infrastructure keeps pace with development 
proposals.  
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1.6.4 Air Quality and Climate 
AQ1: To increase energy efficiency and the proportion of energy generated 
from renewable sources and where necessary to ensure the sensitive 
application of energy saving measures to the historic built fabric of the City.  

1.6.5 Geology and Soils 
S1: Place an emphasis on the development of brown field sites rather then 
green field sites in the City. By reducing the possible development of green 
field sites this makes a positive contribution to soil conservation. This can also 
be achieved through the sensitive reuse of existing buildings, reducing the 
need for new build-see C2 below.  

1.6.6 Cultural Heritage 
C1:  Protect and conserve features of archaeological heritage and their 
setting. 
 
C2:  Protect conserve and promote the sustainable reuse of architectural 
heritage. 

1.6.7 Landscape 
L1: Protect and conserve the quality, character and distinctiveness of the 
Limerick cityscape. 

1.6.8 Material Assets 
MA1: Maintain sustainable access to assets such as open spaces, water 
resources and all other physical and social infrastructure. 

1.7 Likely Significant Effects on the Environment of Implementing the 
Limerick City Development plan as varied 

 
The proposed changes to the City Development Plan i.e. the additional 
material which will incorporate the 2030 plan are included together with 
comments in relation to their environmental effects.  
 
Assessment of the policies and development objectives in the revised City 
Development Plan, following incorporation of the Limerick Economic and 
Spatial Plan 2030 showed that overall, these policies and development 
objectives will not pose a significant adverse impact on the environment. 
Many of the policies and objectives are considered positive, setting out to 
manage and protect aspects of the environment such as water quality, 
landscape, heritage resources and management of flood risk.  The 
overwhelming thrust of the plan- to revitalise the City- is hugely positive in that 
it will serve to enhance Limericks status as a gateway City and also promote 
sustainable urban living in the region. 
 
The findings of the Appropriate Assessment screening process were carried 
through the Environmental Report and were addressed through the 
incorporation of  its findings during the course of plan preparation.  
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1.8 Monitoring Proposals 
Measures were proposed as part of the SEA process to monitor the effects on 
the environment of implementing the revised plan and these are presented in 
the Environmental Report in terms of the achievement of the environmental 
protection objectives and the impact on the environmental factors that the 
SEA legislation requires to be considered. Monitoring for SEA will be carried 
out as part of the overall monitoring of implementation of the City 
Development Plan as varied and using existing assessment frameworks such 
as individual planning assessments and midterm review of the CDP where 
broad trends can be identified. 
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2.0 Introduction 

2.1 Background 
The objective of the Revised City Development Plan is to provide for 
regeneration of key areas in the City allied to the proper planning and 
sustainable development for Limerick for the foreseeable future and to outline 
a longer term vision for the development of the City which will stretch to 2030.  
 
The purpose of this environmental report is to identify and evaluate the likely 
significant impacts on the environment of implementing the revised plan. 

2.2 Strategic Environmental Assessment 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is defined as ‘the formal, 
systematic and comprehensive process of evaluating the effects of a 
proposed policy, plan or programme or its alternatives, including the written 
report on the findings of that evaluation, and using the findings in publicly 
accountable decision making’. 
 
SEA is a process for evaluating at the earliest appropriate stage, the 
environmental quality, and potential consequences, of policies, plans or 
programmes and to ensure that any potential consequences are assessed 
during their preparation and the findings taken into account before they are 
adopted. Its overall purpose is to contribute to sustainable development. SEA 
is intended to provide a framework for influencing decision-making at an early 
stage; to improve the environmental sustainability of the Plan and to raise 
awareness of the potential environmental consequences of its implementation 
so that these consequences may be mitigated or avoided altogether. It also 
gives the public and other interested parties an opportunity to comment and to 
be kept informed on decisions that may impact on the environment and how 
they were made. 
 
The SEA process includes the following outputs: 
 

• Scoping Report – stating how the scoping responses of the 
environmental authorities were taken account of in preparing the 
Environmental Report; 

• An Environmental Report updated as the plan is prepared (a report 
containing the findings of the SEA) on the likely significant effects of 
implementing the City Development Plan as varied to incorporate the 
2030 Plan.  

• A SEA Statement (identifying how environmental considerations and 
consultation have been integrated into the final adopted revised City 
Development Plan.. 

 
This is the Environmental Report for the proposed variation to the City 
Development Plan and has been carried out in accordance with Schedule 2B 
of S.I. 436 of 2004 and SI 201 of 2011, which sets out the information that is 
required to be included in SEA and Environmental Reports. This report should 
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be read in conjunction with the 2030 plan and AA Screening Report and Flood 
Risk Assessment.  

2.3 The Contents and Main Objectives of the LIMERICK CDP 2010. 
The City Development Plan was adopted in 2010 and remains in effect  In 
September 2014 a decision was made not to commence a review of the 
Limerick City development plan in accordance with S.28 of the Electoral, 
Local Government Planning and Development Act of 2014.  Therefore the 
City Plan will continue to have effect until a new Development Plan is 
proposed in accordance with the requirement of section 11b of the Planning 
and Development Act as amended.   This Plan is now subject to a variation 
which incorporates the Limerick Economic and Spatial Plan and sets the 
context for a development vision extending until 2030.  
 
The variation to the City Development Plan 2010 has been prepared in 
accordance with the requirements of Section 10 (2) of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 and provides for the proper planning and sustainable 
development for Limerick for the CDP period and beyond. Through its policy 
content and zoning template it provides detailed guidance for development 
activity in the City with a particular emphasis on the promotion of growth in the 
key areas identified in the Limerick Economic and Spatial Plan-see below.  
 
.   

Zone Land use zoning and description. 

The Water front City Centre /mixed use. Site of the 
docks, now underused and separated 
from the city centre.  

Kings island Residential/ mixed use. Historically 
important and the oldest part of the 
city surrounded by water.  

Clare Bank.  Residential Open Space/ City centre.  
Offers potential for recreation with 
much open space zoning.   

City Centre Core City Centre/ Commercial.   

Main Georgian Area City Centre/ Commercial 

Docklands  City Centre/ Commercial/ Mixed use.  

Eastern Fringes City Centre.  
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2.4 Relationship of the revised plans with other Plans 

2.3.1 International Conventions and Agreements 
Ireland has ratified a range of international agreements in relation to the 
environment. Such agreements place legal obligations on the State in relation 
to the conservation and management of our environment and heritage. 
Appendix 1.1 includes details on the International Conventions and 
Agreements ratified by Ireland. 

2.3.2 National, Regional and Local Planning Policy Context 
Much of the policy background for the proposed variation has been 
determined by the Limerick Economic and Spatial Plan, and the Regional 
Planning Guidelines (2010 - 2022).   These in turn are informed by national 
government policy in the National Spatial Strategy (NSS) 2008 – 2013.  The 
NSS designates Limerick City as one of a network of gateway centres to 
function as a node for infrastructural development to ensure balanced regional 
growth outside the Greater Dublin region. The NSS states that Limerick is to 
play a complementary role to the development of the Limerick – Ennis - 
Shannon Gateway and the town is located on an important national transport 
corridor between the gateway and the hubs of Tralee and Killarney.   
 
The settlement structure for County Limerick which is set out in the County 
Development Plan 2010 designates Limerick City and Environs as the top of 
the settlement hierarchy. 
 



 

19 
 

3.0 SEA Methodology 

3.1 Steps in the SEA Process 
The Environmental Report is an important element of the SEA process. The 
report is prepared in a series of distinct steps taken in the assessment of the 
likely potential impacts of the preparation and implementation of the new plan.  
The steps taken in the execution of this SEA process follow the layout of this 
document, and are as follows: 
 

1. Introduction to and familiarisation with the SEA process. 
2. Setting out the background to the variation to the City Development 

Plan 2010  which incorporates the 2030 Plan.  
3. Consultation with the Environmental Authorities, the public and officials 

with a range of expertise within the Local Authority: Scoping was 
carried out with the  environmental authorities prescribed in the 
legislation:- the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Department 
of the Environment, Community and Local Government, Department of 
Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Department of Agriculture, Food and 
the Marine and the Department for Communications, Energy and 
Natural Resources and adjoining local authorities. These were all 
consulted in order to determine the scope and the level of detail to be 
included in the environmental report.  

4. Establishment of Environmental Baseline and Trends for the City: 
Baseline data were collected based on the information included in the 
scoping report as well as having regard to the requirements of the SEA 
Directive. The various factors used to describe the current state of the 
environment include biodiversity, population and human health, water, 
air quality, landscape, soils and geology, archaeology and built 
heritage and the inter-relationships between these factors. Much of the 
data were extracted from existing data sources. There is no 
requirement for generating new data under the SEA process.  

5. Identifying significant Existing Environmental Issues in the city: This 
was facilitated by the various forms of consultation that took place as 
part of the SEA process and along with the plan preparation process 
and ensuing public consultation process. Information gathered for the 
preparation of the 2010 City Plan also proved useful. Drafting of 
Environmental Protection Objectives (EPOs) from regional, national 
and international environmental policy, consideration of the significant 
environmental issues facing Limerick specifically and from best 
practice. The preparation of the EPOs was an important step as they 
serve as an aide memoir for the planning team preparing the variation 
and reflect the contents and the aims of the Limerick Economic and 
Spatial Plan.  

6. The proposed changes to the plan in the final Chief Executives Report 
and council meeting will be shown in the appendices.  

7. Reasonable and realistic alternatives strategies were considered 
regarding options for the revitalisation of the City. Zoning patterns are 
largely unaltered from those set out by the 2010 City Development 
Plan.   
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8. Monitoring measures were identified in order to quantitatively assess 
the consequences of the identified impacts. 

9. Consultation. The Environmental Report and the revised City 
Development Plan 2010 is made available for public consultation as 
per the statutory process provided for under the Planning and 
Development Acts 2000 (as amended). Along with prescribed bodies 
the documents are made available to neighbouring local authorities.  

3.2 Difficulties Encountered in Compiling the Required Information 
The SEA Guidelines produced by the DoEHLG in November 2004 state that 
the SEA process “does not require major new research”. As such, the 
Environmental Report was prepared and informed by many already available 
data sources including planning reports, interviews with key personnel such 
as local engineers and members of the public. The input of the public and the 
effort they made to engage with the Planning authority has to be 
acknowledged in the preparation of this plan. The 2010 City Development 
Plan was subject to SEA so the previous Environmental Report was available 
and proved a valuable information source.  Information was also drawn from 
the preparation of Environmental Reports for the Regeneration Areas of the 
City in 2013.  
 
Difficulties encountered in compiling data include the availability to update 
traffic information following the opening of the tunnel.  Table 3.1 details data 
sources used relating to the Environmental Protection Objectives. 
 
Table 3.1 Environmental Protection Objectives and Data Sources 
Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna Data Sources 
B1: Protect, conserve and enhance 
habitats, species and areas of national 
and local importance, including aquatic 
habitats and species and promote the 
sustainable management of ecological 
networks. 

Two designated sites in the area much 
information drawn from dredging reports 
and individual planning applications.  

B2: Preservation of the character of the 
historic built fabric 

Much has been published on Georgian 
Limerick but more detailed site specific 
material is available in planning files and 
Protected Structures Records in addition 
to the NIAH.  

Population and Human Health  
P1: Facilitate a good standard of health 
for the City’s population through ensuring 
high quality residential, recreational and 
working environments. 

CSO 
Council Monitoring and EPA discharge 
licence.  
Regeneration sources. 

Water Resources  
W1: Achieve and maintain required water 
quality standards and reduce discharges 
of pollutants or contamination to waters. 

Good data available- EPA water quality 
Data, Fisheries Board interviews.  
Council monitoring.  

Soils and Geology  
S1:Protect the quality of soils in the 
interests of avoiding environmental 
degradation in water quality and 
biodiversity. 

Data available- GSI, EPA. Planning 
Reports and Council Plan Map also 
used.  
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Air and Climatic Factors  
AC1: To increase energy efficiency and 
the proportion of energy generated from 
renewable sources. 

Limerick Clare Energy Agency Audit. 
Published UL sources.  

Cultural Heritage   
C1:Protect and conserve features of 
archaeological heritage and their 
settings. 

Good Data available through Record of 
Monuments and Places, also Council 
Archaeologist. 2008 report on the 
conservation of City walls also useful in 
this regard.  

C2: Protect and conserve  and promote 
the sustainable re-use of architectural 
heritage 

Good Data available  through Record of 
Protected Structures and the local 
Conservation Officer.  

Landscape  

L1:Protect and conserve the quality, 
character and distinctiveness of the 
townscape and minimise negative visual 
impacts. 

L2 place particular emphasis on the 
Georgian building stock and its sensitive 
and appropriate adaptation to modern 
usage.   

Planning reports.  2008 City Centre plan. 
2010 City Development Plan Chapter 14 
Area Profiles.  
 
 
This will involve detailed consultation 
with the architectural heritage unit of the 
DAHG.  

Material Assets  
MA1:  Maintain the quality of, and 
access to, assets such as open spaces, 
water resources  and all other 
physical and social infrastructure 

Planning and local engineer reports, 
particularly in relation to amenity 
provision. Environmental section reports 
used- they are responsible for park 
maintenance.  
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4.0 Current State of the Environment 

4.1 Introduction 
Ireland’s Environment 2012- An Assessment, the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s fifth state of the environment report provides an overall assessment 
of Ireland’s environment. The overall conclusion of the report is that the 
quality of Ireland’s environment isgenerally high but there are some key 
environmental challenges facing Ireland and these include; 
 
1. Limiting and adapting to Climate Change 
2. Reversing Environmental Degradation 

- Preventing eutrophication and other water pollution 
- Protecting natural habitats and species populations 
- Remediation of contaminated land 

3. Complying with Environmental Legislation and Agreements 
4. Mainstreaming Environmental Considerations 
5. At a level specific to this plan the challenge of retaining the character of 

Limerick historic built fabric while ensuring re-vitalisation of the City is one 
of the biggest to face this plan.  
 

The Assessment states that Ireland faces formidable challenges in meeting 
international obligations on water quality, air quality, GHG emissions and 
waste management.  
 
Remediation of unsatisfactory quality in groundwater, rivers, lakes and 
estuaries is one of the main environmental challenges. In the context of this 
plan two programmes of work which are designed to deal with landfill issues 
are outlined. The Water Framework Directive marked a new approach for the 
protection and improvement of water resources. Commenced in 2009, a six 
year cycle of river basin management plans is being implemented for the 
purpose of protecting and enhancing all waters- groundwater, rivers, lakes, 
transitional waters (estuaries) and coastal waters including protection for 
related terrestrial ecosystems and wetlands. In this report improvement works 
to the waste water treatment plant to the City are described. These are 
designed to ensure that plant capacity keeps pace with development and to 
ensure that the chances of water pollution are kept to a minimum-see below. 
 
Biodiversity loss is a serious threat to the quality of Ireland’s environment as 
habitat degradation and species loss are often irreversible. Many of Ireland’s 
most important habitats afforded protection under the EU Habitats Directive 
were assessed in 2008 as having bad conservation status.  There are two 
important Natura 2000 sites in the plan area( lower River Shannon SAC site 
and River Shannon and Fergus SPA).  While activities in the plan area such 
as potential overloading of sewage infrastructure could have downstream 
effects on these sites communication with both the Water Services Section of 
the Council and Irish Water have shown that there is existing capacity in the 
Bunlickey plant to cater for existing and future demand. Irish Water, in a July 
2014 meeting, has indicated that there is programme of works in place to 
ensure that this is the case. The works are as follows:  
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Construction of  Chemically Enhanced Primary Treatment dosing system to 
allow for Alum Dosage of the influent to combat against high levels of 
Phosphorus discharge and to assist in sludge management. 
 
The installation of an Anaerobic Digester to reduce the sludge through put to 
the existing centrifuge and existing sludge dryer to ensure that the existing 
centrifuge and dryer has capacity to cater for the load. 
 
The upgrade of the current odour control unit to ensure that the current plant 
and upgraded facility meets its statutory obligations. 
The installation of a pasteurisation unit to ensure that a class A sludge is 
produced. 
 
The installation of a Combined Heat and Power recovery unit to assist in the 
operation of the anaerobic digester which will help to increase its efficiency. 
  
The existing WWTP had originally been upgraded in 2000. The additional 
works are to cater for the waste from the new works which have been recently 
granted permission. The works will be completed prior to the additional 
loadings being received by the plant.  
 
The provision of additional treatment facilities and storage coupled with the 
application of newer technologies (e.g. Anaerobic Digestion) will ensure that 
the plant is able to keep pace with additional loadings.  
 
The provision and maintenance of sufficient infrastructure in the areas of 
wastewater treatment, water supply, flood prevention and control, renewable 
energy, sustainable transport and waste management is critical to ensure 
maintenance of a good quality environment. The following baseline details the 
current status of the environment in Limerick in relation to these issues.  
 

4.2 Baseline and Relevant Environmental Problems 

4.2.1 Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna 
The need to conserve biodiversity is underlined in the National Biodiversity 
Plan and Convention on Biological Diversity which Ireland signed and ratified 
in 1996.  Conservation of biodiversity in Ireland is in part, directed by the EU 
Birds Directive, EU Habitats Directive (transposed into Irish law by the Natural 
Habitat Regulations amended by SI 233/1998, SI 378/2005, SI 477 Birds and 
Habitats Regulations 2011 and the 1976 and 2000 (Amendment) Wildlife 
Acts.   

Sites of local biodiversity interest 

4.2.2 Population and Human Health 
 
The Census of 2011 shows the population of Ireland increased from 
4,239,848 in 2006 to 4,588,252 in 2011 an actual increase of 348,404 
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persons or 8.2%.  The population of Limerick, was 56779 people (27771 
males and 29008 females). Making due allowance for the inclusion of 
Limerick North Rural Electoral division in the city since the previous census 
the overall population of the city area declined by 5% (CSO, 2011).  
 

Existing Environmental Pressures/problems; Population and Human 
Health 
 
Limerick City Core has been described as being “uninviting” with many areas 
being underused, and not being particularly accessible for pedestrian traffic. 
Over the last 20 years or so the retail base of the City has suffered with the 
gradual development of out of centre retail outlets. The population in the City 
environs continues to grow while that of the area within the city boundaries 
fell. Population growth in the suburbs ranges between 10% and 12%.  The 
Limerick City Strategy (2008, p. 17) points out that dereliction is a problem 
with 1,617 houses in the city centre unoccupied, a trend that has continued 
through to the 2011 census. The greatest proportions of unoccupied dwellings 
were concentrated in the Georgian area of the city. The population of the area 
within the City boundaries has fallen by 4.5% between 2006 and 2011. It 
should be noted that this is the area defined by the current Limerick city 
boundary and not the area taken in by Limerick 2030 Economic Strategy and 
Spatial Plan which is the city area added to the areas of the Castletroy Plan 
and the Southern Environs Plan-the Limerick Metropolitan Area (LMA).  

The Plan is designed to assess the features which have contributed to the 
under- performance of Limerick City and to suggest area based proposals to 
reverse the trend. In the absence of such an approach to the City it is likely 
that, not just would current trends continue but that they would accelerate in 
the current economic climate.  

The importance of the architectural heritage of Limerick is clearly recognised 
but the poor condition of much of the Georgian area is also indicated.  The 
plan also mentions that “rules and regulations for the refurbishment 
conservation of historic properties need to be applied sensitively to encourage 
investment” (p.98). There is also the need to balance the need for investment 
with the need to conserve the architectural heritage of the City.  The 
sensitivities of the built environment throughout the City needs to be taken 
into account. The Spatial Plan recognises this and places an emphasis on 
that part of the built heritage that dates from both the Georgian and Victorian 
eras.   

4.2.3 Water 
 

Water Supply;  
 
Drinking water, produced by Limerick City and County Council at the 
Clareville treatment plant is delivered to Limerick City. The treatment plant 
has undergone significant refurbishment and upgrade works in recent years at 
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a cost of over 26 million euros. In addition to the treatment of water there is 
also an ongoing programme of leakage detection and repair in an 
effort to promote water conservation. 
 
The water supplied by the Council consistently passes the water standards 
set by the European Drinking Water Directive of 1998 and must comply with 
the European Communities (Drinking water) (No 2) Regulations 2007 (S.I 278 
of2007). Water quality may be affected by a number of different sources 
including flooding, increased run off from the wider catchment, all of which will 
add to processing costs.   
 
 
Council laboratory staff complete over25,000 tests per year ensuring that 
drinking water quality is of sufficient standard whilst independent checking is 
also carried out by the Health Service Executive and the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 
 
The EPA produces an annual report on the quality of drinking water in Ireland 
and a report in2010 made the following assessment of the monitoring and 
quality of the water supply in Limerick City: 
 
Microbiological compliance levels in the Limerick City water scheme were 
100% in both 2009 and 2010 whilst chemical compliance levels have 
increased from99.7% in 2009 to 99.8% in 2010.Two fluoride non-compliance 
notices were issued due to elevated levels of fluoride above the Irish 
standard. However, all samples were below the EU fluoride standard of 1.5 
mg/l. No boil water or water restrictions notices were issued to consumers 
during 2010 and none remained active from previous years. 
 
The remedial works in the Clareville water treatment plant were completed to 
the satisfaction of the EPA in 2010 and therefore the Limerick City supply was 
removed from the remedial action list. 
 
The EU Directive on Urban Waste Water Treatment requires that urban areas 
exceeding 15,000 population equivalent, and located on estuaries, be 
provided with a treatment plant to at least secondary treatment standard. It 
also requires a collection system, designed to prevent untreated discharges 
into receiving waters, and that the discharge of the treated effluent meets all 
relevant directives and national standards. The Limerick Main Drainage 
Scheme is a significant piece of environmental infrastructure which ensures 
that the EU requirements for the provision of waste water treatment facilities 
are now being achieved in the city. 
 
The city drainage infrastructure covers some 30km2with each household 
generating on average 150-250 gallons of wastewater per day. The current 
population equivalent (p.e.) of the agglomeration serviced by the WWTP is 
given as 110,000 and with a design capacity of130,000p.e. resulting in 
adequate capacity to absorb future development. With the recent construction 
ofc.45km of large diameter interceptor sewers and the associated WWTP, 
untreated discharges to the Shannon and Abbey Rivers from Limerick city has 
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been eliminated. This has resulted in improved river water quality in the whole 
area, from Parteen in Co. Clare to the Shannon Estuary. The WWTP 
comprises preliminary (screening and grit removal), primary (settlement and 
biological aeration tanks) and secondary treatment (settlement clarifiers). 
The sludge from the WWTP and other imported sludges from WWTPs 
(7,000m3 in 2007) are dried on the Bunlickey site with a small volume of liquid 
recirculated to the front end of the WWTP. Under the Waste Water Discharge 
(Authorisation) Regulations2007 (S.I. 684 of 2007) wastewater discharges 
above a certain threshold will have to be licensed by the EPA. 
The licence which was issued to Limerick City Council by the EPA sets out in 
detail the conditions under which the now Limerick City and County Council 
will control and manage the waste water discharges from the city and 
surrounding area. 
 
The additional works described earlier in this report will also add to the ability 
of the WWTP at Bunlickey to deal with  future increased loadings that would 
result from the implementation of the LEASP 2030.  
 

Groundwater 
 
Groundwater protection schemes have been prepared by the GSI in 
conjunction with local authorities aiming to preserve the quality of 
groundwater, particularly for drinking water purposes.  A Groundwater 
Protection Schemes was prepared for Limerick in 1998 (amended 2001), 
which identifies the main sources for groundwater within the county and the 
vulnerability of such resources to pollution. The report outlines the geology, 
hydrogeology and groundwater quality within the County. The local authority 
have used this information to prepare interpretive maps, which facilitates 
planning and resource development in the form of a Groundwater Protection 
Scheme and associated Groundwater Protection Response Matrices. The 
main purpose of the scheme is to enable initial screening of potentially 
polluting activities. 

 
 

4.2.4 Air Quality and Climate 
Air quality in Ireland is generally of a high standard across the country.  
Limerick lies in Zone D i.e. rural areas outside large conurbations and is in 
compliance with Air Quality standards. As outlined earlier in the report air 
quality is generally satisfactory in Limerick.   
 
Global climate change is now recognized as the primary environmental 
challenge of this century. The European Union is taking the lead in this regard 
with the adoption of climate change strategies, including the Kyoto Protocol, 
aimed at reducing the level of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.  Under the 
Kyoto Protocol, the EU has agreed to reduce its GHG emissions by an overall 
8%.  Ireland’s target in the EU “burden sharing” agreement is to limit 
increases to 13% above 1990 levels by 2008-2012. For the period beyond 
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2012, the EU Council of Ministers has committed to achieving at least a 20% 
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2020 compared to 1990 levels.  
 
To ensure Ireland reaches its target under the Kyoto Protocol the Government 
published a reviewed National Climate Change Strategy 2007-2012.  Policy 
statements such as the White Paper, Delivering a Sustainable Energy Future 
for Ireland sets out the Government's Energy Policy Framework 2007-2020 to 
deliver a sustainable energy future for Ireland.  Local Authorities are working 
in collaboration with their local energy agencies to implement Climate Change 
Strategies and an energy audit for the county was produced by the Limerick 
Clare energy Agency in 2009. This outlines the energy requirements of the 
county on sectoral basis and outlines actions for the sourcing of renewable 
energy. 
 
The aim of the 2030 plan in revitalising the City and the City centre in 
particular is intended to promote City living which if done on the scale that the 
plan envisages it would promote urban living on a scale that would add to the 
population of the city. This would be a sustainable alternative to more 
dispersed settlement patterns which would have its own transport and 
commuting requirements, which in the long run is les suitable than the 
centralised higher density urban living patterns promoted in the 2030 Plan.  

Existing environmental pressures air and climate 
Currently there are no significant concerns with regard to air quality in the City 
as was indicated earlier in this report. Climate change impacts may present 
challenges to future land use and location of development in the City. 
Predicted impacts from projected temperature rises include more 
concentrated periods of higher rainfall and more exposure to flood risk. A 
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) was prepared during the preparation 
of the 2010 Plan and site specific FRAs will be required for all developments 
that occur within Flood Zones A and B.  As indicated above the completed 
plan will be varied should the completed CFRAMS process indicate the need 
for revised zoning patterns.  

4.2.5 Geology and Soils 
 
The geology of the study area has been much modified by generations of 
building activity, where the original soil cover was removed or covered by the 
built environment. Along Ballinacurra Creek on the western boundary of the 
City area alluvium soils are present. These have not been built on for the most 
part. The underlying rock in the area in question is Lower Carboniferous 
Limestone. Soils in the area vary from Limestone Till, estuarine muds in 
undeveloped areas close to the Shannon and also “made ground” Made 
ground is natural soil altered, partly with fill materials and is associated with 
prior construction activities. This is a particular feature of the areas that are 
the focus of the Economic and Spatial Plan. Given the long history of 
development, particularly in the historic core much of the original geology and 
soils have been long buried and have been substantially modified.   
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Existing Environmental Pressures and Soils and Geology 

4.2.6 Cultural Heritage 

Archaeological Heritage 
 

Architectural and Archaeological Heritage 
There are over 70 sites listed as recorded monuments in the historic medieval 
core of Limerick protected under the National Monuments Act 1930-2004. The 
historic core is concentrated to the east of O Connell Street and in the City 
strategic zone referred to as the medieval core. Within this area Kings John 
Castle is an important surviving element. This is shown in Map 7C of the 
existing City Development Plan. A key challenge for the architectural heritage 
of the city is the sustainable and sympathetic reuse, regeneration and 
development of the built environment whilst retaining and protecting the 
distinctive character of Protected Structures and the Architectural 
Conservation Areas.   
 

- Four Architectural Conservation Areas, are designated in the City 
area.  The ACAs have different characteristics. These are listed below 
and are mapped in detail in the Appendix I of the Limerick City Plan. 
There are four Architectural Conservation Areas in Limerick City (1A, B 
& C, 2, 3 & 4)- see Limerick City Development Plan 2010.  

- 88 
- one area covering the majority of the City Centre in the 2010 City 

Development Plan. The South City Centre & Newtown Pery ACA and 
the John’s Square ACA already contain numerous existing protected 
structures, and also numerous features identified on the National 
Inventory of Architectural Heritage. 

- The Ballinacurra Road and Ennis/Shelbourne Road ACAs are primarily 
in residential use where a large majority of the buildings contained 
within these ACAs are domestic dwellings, terraced, and detached, 
which have been identified in the National Inventory of Architectural 
Heritage (NIAH) surveys.  
 

- 435  individual and groups of buildings designated as Protected 
Structures in the 2010 plan. An important part of the historical fabric is 
the 13 surviving sections of the Limerick city walls.  
 

 

Existing environmental pressures/ Cultural Heritage  
The maintenance and conservation of the City’s Cultural Heritage is key in 
order to maintain an irreplaceable resource, sense of identity for the City and 
as a source of visitor interest and tourism revenue.  The sense of place within 
the historic core around Johns Castle is an asset and this area is 
complemented by the largely historic streetscape that survives in this area of 
the City. The layout of parts of the historic City does not lend itself to large-
scale traffic movements. Proposals for new road /traffic infrastructure will 
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need to be carefully balanced with the needs to maintain the cultural heritage 
value and setting of sites that may be affected by such proposals. A key 
challenge for the architectural heritage of the city is sustainable and 
sympathetic reuse, regeneration and development of the built environment 
whilst retaining and protecting the distinctive character of Protected Structures 
and the Architectural Conservation Area. These issues are dealt with in 
Chapter 11 of the City Development Plan. 
 
Georgian and Edwardian Limerick. 
 
The core of Limerick City’s Georgian Heritage is within the City Centre, 
Newtown Pery ACA  adjoining the green centre of the City – the People’s 
Park. It also represents the core business area of the City with high densities 
of up to six storey Georgian terraces consisting of a range of uses, including 
retail, commercial and residential on upper floors. The streets of Newtown 
Pery represent a unique example of 18th and 19th century planning in Ireland. 
Its initial division of the areas into rectangular lots did not assume its final 
shape until the 1820s and 1830s, when the last streets, such as Hartstonge 
Street, Catherine Place and the Crescent, were built. Pery Square, which was 
never fully realised, was laid out in the 1830s, by which time the era of 
Georgian building which created the Newtown area was coming to an end. 
The streets leading to The Crescent and Pery Square conform to eighteenth 
century town planning mores by defining the streetscape with their adherence 
to fixed proportions and ordered harmonious symmetry. These combine to 
form an architectural heritage of considerable beauty. The irregularity which 
emerged in relation to the treatment of heights, facades, type of buildings 
combined with the rigid street pattern gives Georgian Limerick a unique built 
environment, which adds to the character of the city and is distinctive when 
compared to other more formally laid out Georgian cities.  
 
Most of the original street furniture and external features of the buildings still 
exist in Newtown Pery, although the original character of the interior has all 
too often been compromised. A mews was at that time an integral part of the 
townhouse, being used for stabling horses, storing carriages, located at the 
rear of the terrace in a laneway. Most of them still exist but they have often 
been converted into workshops or garages. The most distinguishing features 
of the mews building was the arched entrances and the hayloft above. 
 
An interesting feature of the Georgian buildings within this ACA is the 
ironwork, found on balconies (mainly on the first floor) and railings, much of 
which still survives in good condition. Excellent Victorian and Georgian style 
railings and gates may be seen on O’Connell Street, the Crescent, Mallow 
Street and Pery Square and examples of boot scrapers may be seen 
throughout the City Centre. However the main focus of attention in a terrace is 
the door. This is set to one side of the house. The typical Georgian doorway 
has a semi-circular, decorative fanlight over the entrance and classical style 
wooden or stone columns framing the door. All of these features contribute to 
the strong character of ACA 1A and create a defined ‘sense of place’ within 
this part of the City Centre. 
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The Georgian area shown in the City Development Plan 2010 and the  ACAs 
in the plan cover a greater extent than the Georgian area shown in the 2030 
plan.  This is regarded as being a positive in that the areas identified as being 
of architectural importance in the 2030 plan fall within previously designated 
areas and will benefit from the protection afforded by the provisions of the 
existing City plan, particularly those policies relating to the built environment. 
There is a comprehensive range of conservation led policies in the City plan 
and their content will be important in helping to conserve the architectural 
heritage of the City. Chapter 10 of the City Development contains the bulk of 
the policies. These policies and the others in the plan are listed in an 
environmental check list later in this report.   
 
 

4.2.7 Landscape 
 
The City at large is appreciated by most people along important viewpoints 
such as the River Shannon or panoramic views from vantage points both 
inside and outside the City. The amenity views indicate the outer visual border 
of the City, the main character areas, and principle elements of the City 
skyline.  In terms of skyline views older buildings such as St Mary’s Roman 
Catholic Church and St Johns Cathedral are important elements that define 
their areas of the city.  In order to fully appreciate and legislate for the unique 
size, scale and distinctive topography of Limerick City, three different view 
types (below) were identified. 
 
Amenity views types and prospects which are particularly relevant to Limerick 
City and shall be considered in the assessment of development proposals are 
as follows: 
 
View types 
 
Linear Views of Landmark Buildings, the City Walls & City Skyline 
 
Linear Views occur when a single landmark building (e.g. King John’s Castle) 
is the main point of focus within the viewpath. Views tend to be framed within 
relatively narrow viewing corridors. The city skyline is a combination of 
elements which include the general scale of buildings, streets and spaces 
from area to area, major landmarks on the skyline, other individual higher 
buildings, higher building groups and landscape elements. 
 
River Prospects 
 
River Prospects are usually (though not exclusively so) experienced while 
crossing a bridge. While many bridge crossings allow opportunities to pause 
and appreciate views, many of these views can also be enjoyed in motion as 
a viewer moves across a bridge. River Prospects in this instance refer to the 
ability to see landmark building(s) from bridges.  This might be of more 
relevance for pedestrian traffic than for vehicles, whose occupants would not 
have the time or opportunity to fully appreciate such views.  
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Approach Road Views 
 
Approach Road prospects often give the visitor the vital ‘first impressions’ of a 
city. The approach roads into Limerick City give the viewer an instant 
appreciation of the topography and character of Limerick. New developments 
in these areas will be required to take due cognisance of these qualities and 
clearly demonstrate how they will preserve and enhance their visual 
appearance and amenity. 
 

Existing environmental pressures/ Landscape 
 
The city’s architectural heritage makes it an attractive landscape for 
accommodating a range of competing land uses.  Future developments will 
continue to be required to be sympathetic to the townscape in terms of design 
and building height.  Recognition and protection of the parklands corridors in 
the plan area is desirable by at least maintaining if not increasing areas zoned 
as open space/amenity along the corridor and ensuring integration of green 
infrastructure principles in development proposals along the waterway 
corridor.  

4.2.8 Material Assets 
 
Material assets are taken to include infrastructure and utilities including rail, 
road, water supply and wastewater treatment facilities.  It also includes 
economic assets such as buildings and lands and water resources which 
support tourism and amenities.  Material assets are the critical infrastructure 
essential for the functioning of society such as: electricity generation and 
distribution, water supply, wastewater treatment transportation, etc. 
Limerick City as a Gateway city is well serviced with a network of National and 
Regional routes including the Nenagh –Limerick Motorway opened in 2010) 
and the M18 Ennis to Shannon; national primary roads include theN7, N24, 
N20 and N21. The Limerick Tunnel opened in summer 2010, and is the city 
bypass connecting the Dublin Road (N7) to the Ennis Road (N18). This is 
capable of carrying up to 40,000 vehicles per day and is the final part of the 
City bypass, linking all national routes to the city. The 2030 plan correctly 
indicates that the traffic plan for the city has not been upgraded since the 
opening of the tunnel and as such requires updating to reflect the presence of 
this important transport infrastructure.  
 
Railway services operate out of Colbert Station and its main routes run from 
Limerick to Dublin via Limerick Junction.Principal routes are: Limerick - Ennis 
Galway., Limerick - Nenagh – Dublin, Limerick - Limerick Junction – 
Dublin,Limerick – Foynes and Limerick - Limerick Junction – Waterford. Some 
of these links are in the process of beingupgraded while others have already 
been improved. Bus Eireann operates intercity bus services from Colbert 
station, 
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serving most principal towns and national routes. It should be remembered 
that this area will be the subject of a 16.8 million Euro investment programme 
which will modify the lay out of the station and crate a plaza. 
 
The press release which announced the investment programme in the early 
summer of 2014 stated that the following works would take place: 
 
“The creation of a pedestrian plaza at the front of the station facing the city-
centre will provide a new civic space for the people of Limerick while 
dramatically improving the aesthetics of the area. This has the potential to 
become a focal point of this part of the City in time. The plaza is the 
centrepiece of the works and will open up the station to the entire City, 
 
The plans will greatly improve the public transport experience for the 
thousands of people who use the station on a daily basis. The station will now 
be modernised with a seamless interchange between bus and rail services 
with shared ticketing office, waiting areas and retail spaces. The capacity of 
the station for both bus and rail will be increased and this will become the key 
public transport hub serving all Limerick city.” 
 
Colbert station sees approximately 2,500 rail passengers a day serving four 
rail routes while the Bus Eireann services approximately 1million passengers 
a year with 125 busses departing each day. The proposals, which have been 
submitted for planning permission, are consistent with the Limerick 2030 – 
Economic and Spatial Plan.  
 
 
There is a further potential to boost rail infrastructure in re-opening the 
Limerick to Foynes rail line. It is likely that this will occur in the future as the 
transport needs of the port grow which will make it financially worthwhile to 
modify and re-open the line.  
 
Shannon Airport is the most important airport from this point of view though 
there are other, smaller, private airports of local significance. The Shannon 
Foynes Port Company is Ireland’s second largest port operation and has 
statutory jurisdiction over all marine activities on a 500 km2 area on the 
Shannon Estuary, stretching from Kerry/Loop Heads to Limerick City. Limerick 
Port provides berthing facilities for ships transporting principally 
timber,fertiliser and oil into the City. There is one berthing area at the port. 
 
Existing environmental pressures/ Material Assets 
 
Protection of the carrying capacity and the strategic transport function of the 
transport network  is an objective of the City Development Plan as varied. The 
need for an update of the transport planning and routing has been 
acknowledged in the 2030 plan.  

4.3 Interrelationships between the above environmental factors 
The interrelationships between the range of environmental topics is an 
important consideration in the environmental assessment. Table 4.1 below 
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indicates the interrelationships identified between the environmental topics in 
this assessment. Green Infrastructure is now recognised as an important 
concept in land use planning and environmental protection.  It relates to the 
network of open spaces, parks, gardens, green corridors, woodlands, 
waterways and urban tree lines. Green space and biodiversity provide 
environmental, social, economic and physical benefits and give added value 
for quality of life and in the case of Limerick where  the People’s Park is part 
of the historical fabric of the City it can also play a part in preserving important 
items of the history of the city.  
 
Table 4.1 Inter-Relationships between Environmental Topics 
 

Biodiversity, 
Flora, 
Fauna 

√ 

Population/ 
Human 
Health 

√ √ 

Soil/Geology √ √ √ 
Water √ √ √ √ 
Air √ √ √ X √ 
Climate √ √ √ √ √ √ 
Material 
Assets 

√ √ √ √ X √ √ 

Cultural 
Heritage  

X √ √ √ X X √ √ 

Landscape 
 

√ √ √ √ X X √ √ √ 

 Biodiver
sity, 
Flora, 
Fauna  

Populat
ion/ 
Human 
Health 

Soil Water Air Climat
e 

Materia
l 
Assets 

Cultura
l 
Heritag
e 

Landsca
pe 

 

4.4 Evolution of the Environment in the absence of the variation to 
incorporate the contents of the 2030 Plan (Do Nothing Scenario). 

 
It is likely that situation would continue to deteriorate which would have 
implications for the built fabric of the City. Dereliction has become a 
widespread problem in the City area and without focused development 
strategies put forward in the 2030 plan the situation would remain unchanged. 
This would result in increased pressure for out of centre developments with 
higher car dependency.  
 
Smaller scale plans had achieved significant results, the City Centre Plan 
2008 being a case in point, but the scale of the problems facing Limerick 
needed area led approaches throughout the city area, a development 
approach which the 2030 Plan has put forward.  
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4.5 Conclusion – Significant Environmental Issues 
In summary, key environmental pressures in the City relate to: 
 
Water: ensuring that the provision of waste water treatment facilities keep 
space with development. 
 
Biodiversity: including maintenance of the City Parklands and the River 
Shannon, conservation of sites of local and international biodiversity interest, 
enhancement of ecological corridors and retention of urban open space. 
 
Cultural Heritage: involving the need to maintain and promote the historic 
core of the City and the differing Architectural Conservation Areas, without 
affecting the setting of key sites of archaeological and architectural interest 
e.g. St Johns Castle.  A key challenge for the architectural heritage of the city 
is sustainable and sympathetic reuse, regeneration and development of the 
built environment whilst retaining and protecting the distinctive character of 
Protected Structures and the Architectural Conservation Areas. This is dealt 
with in Chapter 10 of the Plan which is Built Heritage and Archaeology. 
 
Human Health: continued protection of the open space and promotion of 
smarter travel and access to recreation and amenity areas. 
 

4.6 Consideration of Alternative Strategies 
It is required in the legislation that the Environmental Report must consider 
“reasonable alternatives taking into account the objectives and the 
geographical scope of the plan or programme” and the significant 
environmental effects of the alternatives selected.  
Alternative strategies that were considered are outlined below.  
 
Alternative Strategy Option 1- Continue with existing 2010 Plan without 
its extension and without the variation to incorporate the 2030 plan: 
 
The preparation of the LEASP proposes measures that build on earlier 
proposals such as the 2008 City Centre Strategy and earlier public realm 
proposals.   The identification of the seven key areas aims to promote tailored 
responses to the difficulties of each area and the specific opportunities each 
affords.  They are developments of the earlier proposals and are based on 
good practice from other jurisdictions.  The proposals are a response to the 
difficulties facing Limerick City and are those judged to be the most realistic at 
the current time.  

While earlier plans and development briefs (e.g. Patrick Street-Ellen Street 
Development Brief 2004) did make their acknowledged contribution to the 
contents of the current plan the content of such plans required updating 
because of the new economic background, the new legislative and policy 
background caused by the amalgamation of the two local authorities and the 
addition of new infrastructure within the metropolitan area. In this regard the 
plan points out that the current traffic management initiatives had been put in 
place prior to the opening of the River Shannon Tunnel which has removed a 
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large volume of traffic from the City centre (LEASP, p.53).  Facilitating 
pedestrian usage of the City centre by managing traffic flows is an important 
element of the plan and this plan presents comprehensive proposals to 
address this issue (LESASP, pp. 91-96).  The management of traffic is central 
to accessibility in urban areas and these proposals have indicated the need 
for revised management which played a part in the selection of this plan in its 
current format.  

In short the selection of the current strategy has built on earlier efforts such as 
conventional land use plans (e.g. the series of City Development Plans), the 
successful outcome of the actions of the 2008 City Centre Plan and marks a 
fusion of conventional land use planning with the area specific actions of the 
LEASP. One alternative would have been to continue with conventional land 
use plans, which lacking the area specific focus and actions of the LEASP, 
would not be able to direct resources in the targeted fashion required.  
 
The time frame of the City Development Plan has been extended until the 
preparation of new Regional Planning Guidelines. This is necessary in that it 
will be the new RPGs, when prepared, that will indicate the population targets 
for the City. In the meantime, though the Mid-west Regional Authority is being 
disestablished it is necessary to extend the time frame of the City 
Development Plan to ensure that it continues to operate under the aegis of 
the current RPGs. As yet there is no date for the preparation of the new 
RPGs.  
 
Alternative Strategy Option 2- Continue with existing 2008 City Centre 
Strategy without the incorporation of the 2030 plan 
 
The outcome of earlier plans such as the Limerick City Centre Strategy2008 
plan had indicated the potential of actions in selected parts of the City and 
while this has achieved impressive results, not least the board walks along the 
Shannon in the City centre, it was considered that actions on a larger scale 
would be necessary to reverse the decline of the city centre and they key 
areas identified in the 2030 LEASP. 
 
This is the advantage of the 2030 Plan in that with its range of targeted 
measures, it will be a better vehicle for guidance of resources to specific 
areas. It will also be a better means of working with other agencies to ensure 
that an integrated approach to investment will serve to revitalise the City. The 
link with the re-development of Colbert station is an example of this.  
 
Alternative Strategy Option 3- reliance on non- planning led initiatives to 
secure the revitalisation of the city centre, with non-modification of 
exiting land use plans.  
 
While the initiatives of other agencies, such as Iarnrod Eireann are indeed 
welcome they would tend to concentrate on areas that would be of specific 
interest to particular organisations  and would lack the area based response 
that is the hall mark of the 2030 plan. The 2030 Plan, by proposing a larger 
development framework in conjunction with the policy support of the City 
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Development Plan, provides a template which would avoid piecemeal 
responses to the issues facing the City.  
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5.0 Environmental Protection Objectives Relevant to the 
variation of the Limerick City Development Plan 2010. 

5.1 Introduction 
The use of environmental protection objectives fulfils obligations set out in 
Section F, Schedule 2B of the Planning and Development (Strategic 
Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004. The environmental protection 
objectives are distinct from the City Development Plan as varied, objectives 
and provide a standard against which the policies of the varied plan can be 
measured in order to highlight those with the potential for environmental 
impact. They are used as a tool to cross check the policies of the Plan in 
order to maximise the environmental sustainability of the Plan as varied. The 
cross checking process will help identify policies that will be likely to result in 
significant adverse impacts, so that alternatives may be considered or 
mitigation measures may be put in place.  
 
The environmental protection objectives for the variation were generated from 
European, National and Regional Policy and Guidance. Sample objectives are 
given in Table 4B of the SEA Guidelines produced by the DoELG in 2004 and 
these were amended to reflect the specific issues that were considered 
relevant to the variation and the range of issues that are significant within the 
city. The scoping process informed the generation of appropriate objectives. 
The objectives are set out below, under a range of headings, which were 
taken from the SEA Regulations and the DoELG guidelines.  

5.2 Environmental Protection Objectives 

5.2.1 Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna 
B1: Protect, conserve and enhance habitats, species and areas of national 
and local importance, including aquatic habitats and species and promote the 
sustainable management of ecological networks. 
B2: protect the city parklands and open space areas.  

5.2.2 Population and Human Health 
P1: Facilitate a good standard of quality of life for Limerick’s population 
through ensuring high quality residential, recreational and working 
environments. The promotion of sustainable transport patterns in the City is 
regarded as a priority and the further development of Smarter travel and its 
application to the City core is considered to be important.  

5.2.3 Water 
W1: Achieve and maintain required water quality standards as laid down in 
the River Basin Management Plan and reduce discharges of pollutants or 
contaminants to waters. 

5.2.4 Air Quality and Climate 
AC1: To increase energy efficiency and the proportion of energy generated 
from renewable sources. 
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5.2.5 Geology and Soils 
S1:Protect the quality of soils in the interests of avoiding environmental 
degradation in water quality and biodiversity. 
 

5.2.6 Cultural Heritage 
C1:  Protect and conserve features of archaeological heritage and their 
setting. 
 
C2:  Protect and conserve and promote the sustainable reuse of architectural 
heritage. 

5.2.7 Landscape 
L1: Protect and conserve the quality, character and distinctiveness of the 
townscape and minimise negative visual impacts. 

5.2.8 Material Assets 
MA1: Maintain sustainable access to assets such as open spaces, water 
resources and all other physical and social infrastructure. 

5.3 Use of Environmental Protection Objectives 
The above Environmental Protection Objectives have been used to carry out 
the SEA in accordance with the legislation. They provide a standard against 
which the policies of the variation to the City plan were measured for their 
environmental sustainability. A crosschecking process was used whereby the 
2010 City Development Plan policies and development objectives were 
proofed against the Environmental Protection Objectives so that any 
policies/development objectives with the potential for significant adverse 
environmental impacts were highlighted in addition to significant positive 
impacts. Alternative strategic options-outlined in the previous chapter- were 
considered and mitigation measures proposed to counteract any adverse 
environmental effects identified, thereby maximising the environmental 
sustainability of the 2010 City Development Plan as varied.  
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6.0 SEA of Proposed Variation No.4 to Limerick City 
Development PLAN 2010-2016 
 
6.1 Text of proposed variation 
 
Each strategic policy and objective proposed for the variation of the City 
Development Plan was assessed against the agreed SEA objectives.  
 
The text of the variation and the changes to the plan were then formally 
assessed. The proposed changes are outlined below using the exact format 
that is used in the variation document:  

 
Schedule of Proposed Variation 

 
 

Table of Contents 
 
To be amended accordingly. 
 

Chapter 2 
Local Strategies 
City Centre Strategy 

 

Limerick, as the capital of the Mid-West, has a vital role at the head of the 
Regional Hierarchy for commerce, employment, shopping, leisure and 
cultural/social activities. The City Centre is the focus of much of this activity. 
The quality and sustainability of its continuing development is now vital in 
achieving the vision for the City Centre and the wider Gateway as a Region of 
world class excellence for learning, leisure and living. The role of this 
document is to set a context for the identification of development opportunities 
in the City Centre and to identify and make provision for consequent and 
necessary variations to the City Development Plan. The strategy was 
incorporated into the City Development Plan, 2004 by way of variation. 

2030 Economic and Spatial Plan 
The Limerick 2030  Economic and Spatial Plan for Limerick sets out the 
medium and long term strategy for the development of Limerick City and 
County for the next 15 years
 

.  

 
Policy SC.2 
It is the policy of Limerick City Council to have regard to local strategies 
including the report of the Mid-West Task Force 

 

in particular the Limerick 
2030 Economic and Spatial Plan. 

City Centre 
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Forfas in its report ‘Our Cities – Drivers of National Competitiveness’ 
concluded that: 
 
‘Successful countries and regions must have successful cities at their core. 
The evidence clearly demonstrates that cities drive economic growth and 
living standards with significant benefits for national living standards’. 
 
The National Spatial Strategy places strong emphasis on development of the 
City Centre as the key driver of economic activity. Limerick City Centre as a 
Regional Gateway will continue as the focus for retail, cultural and commercial 
activity and has potential for significant expansion and intensification while 
recognising the need to respect the existing intrinsic historic character of the 
area in new development. The City Centre has seen significant development 
over the last 10 years, however the vitality of City Centres retail base has 
been undermined by developments outside of the centre and the difficulties 
associated with land assembly and conservation within the City Centre. The 
City Council have begun an ambitious programme of pedestrianisation of the 
Central area and the introduction of an inner orbital route which combined 
with green routes will facilitate easier access to the centre. Chapter 3 of the 
City Centre Strategy 2008 highlights a number of key development sites - 
Arthur’s Quay and the Docklands are prime Brownfield locations with potential 
for very significant employment growth over the coming decades. Permission 
has been approved for the ‘Opera Centre’ retail development on Patrick 
Street. The Limerick 2030 Economic and Spatial Plan identifies seven City 
centre transformational projects. 

 

 It is considered that the development of 
these sites, combined with the proposed improvements in the public realm 
and traffic management proposals contained within this plan will provide the 
necessary opportunities during the life of this plan. 

City Development Strategy 
Figure 2.1 below illustrates the development strategy for the City for the 
period of the plan. 
 
The main elements which are developed further in the plan are: 

 The need to extend the administrative boundaries of the City to provide 
more coherent and focussed policies to support the Gateway. 

 The regeneration of the Moyross, Southill/Ballinacurra Weston and 
Kings Island areas of the City in a sustainable manner. 

 The development of a strong and vibrant City Centre in accordance 
with the policies set out in the City Centre Strategy, 2008 

 The support of the existing district centres as identified in the retail 
strategy and the existing employment areas as identified. 

Limerick 
2030 Economic and Spatial Plan. 

 The completion of the inner orbital route and fourth river crossing 
together with the introduction of green routes throughout the City to 
improve access to the City Centre and other critical nodes within the 
City. 

 Support for the Atlantic Corridor project to link the gateways along the 
Atlantic seaboard. 
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Chapter 3 

City Centre 
The City Centre is the key driver of economic activity in the Region. The City 
Centre is the focus for retail, cultural and commercial activity and has the 
potential for significant expansion and intensification while recognising the 
need to respect the existing intrinsic historic character of the area in 
facilitating new development. 
 
The City Centre has seen significant development over the last 10 years. The 
City Council has begun an ambitious programme of works targeted at 
improving the attractiveness of the City Centre which includes; the 
pedestrianisation of the central core, a riverside improvement strategy, and 
the introduction of an inner orbital route which combined with green routes will 
facilitate easier access to the centre. Chapter 3 of the City Centre Strategy, 
2008, highlights a number of key development sites including Arthur’s Quay 
and the Docklands, the development of which can trigger further investment in 
the City. 

 

The 2030 Economic and Spatial Plan for Limerick sets out the 
medium and long term strategy for the development of the City - see chapter 
3. 

Policy  EDS.2 
It is the policy of Limerick City Council to facilitate the sustainable 
redevelopment of sites identified in the City Centre Strategy 

 

2030 
Economic Spatial Plan for Limerick. 

Facilitating Development 
Limerick City Council has a strategic role to play in facilitating development 
through its Compulsory Acquisition powers under the Planning & 
Development Act, 2000-2008 and the Derelict Sites Act 1990. Limerick City 
Centre has seen substantial urban renewal over the past 20 years with the aid 
of various tax incentive programmes. Notwithstanding this, there still remain 
areas within the City in need of renewal and regeneration. The City Centre 
Strategy, 2008, The 2030 Economic and Spatial Plan identifies many of these 
areas and other key development sites.

 

 It is considered that in the lifetime of 
this plan other areas within the City will require to be redeveloped to meet the 
needs of a changing economy.   

 
Chapter 5 

 
Policy TR.10  Limerick City Inner Orbital Route & City Centre 
Pedestrianisation 
It is the policy of Limerick City Council to construct the inner orbital route to 
facilitate the efficient movement of traffic around the City Centre and 
streetscape enhancement works including street pedestrianisation and 
pedestrian priority schemes.  
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The completion of the Inner Orbital Route will greatly facilitate the following: 
o 

 
The implementation of  the City Centre Strategy. 

Chapter 7 
The following documents shall be consulted: 

o The Mid-West Regional Planning Guidelines. 
o The Mid-West Regional Economic Strategy. 
o The Mid-West Retail Strategy. 
o The Mid-West Housing Strategy. 
o The City Centre Strategy. 

 
Limerick 2030 Economic and Spatial Plan 

Chapter 12 
Policy WS.5  Waste Water 
It is the policy of Limerick City Council to provide a high quality sanitary 
wastewater collection and treatment system to meet the demands of the 
City’s residents.  
  
Objectives 

o The development of Limerick Main Drainage Phase 2 will assess the 
capacities of the current plant, deliver a strategy for reducing the 
quantity of surface water infiltration into the foul network and extend the 
network, subject to the availability of finance.  

o The Council will continue to upgrade and sustainably develop the 
drainage system for the City in order to facilitate residential, 
commercial and industrial development subject to the availability of 
finance. 

o To cater for future development through public and private driven 
initiatives where treatment capacity permits are necessary.  

o The extension of Limerick Main Drainage into the north side of the City 
to cater for any potential development when finance is made available. 

o Continue to have a proactive approach to sewer maintenance in the 
City and to repair, renew and upgrade existing wastewater collection 
systems including the separation of foul and storm waters subject to 
the availability of finance. 

o Strictly monitor the O&M Phase (Operation & Maintenance) of the 
current Waste Water Treatment facility to ensure the protection of the 
City Councils Assets. 

o The City Council will continue to monitor the water quality discharged 
from the treatment facility and ensure quality discharge water to the 
River Shannon. 

o Where possible and subject to the availability of finance it is the policy 
of the City Council to encourage and promote the reduction and 
elimination of the use of septic tanks within its functional area. 

o It is an objective to eliminate the use of septic tanks where possible.  
o All developments must have regard to the Shannon River Basin 

Management Plan. 
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o 

 

It is the policy of the council to ensure that the provision of waste water 
infrastructure keeps pace with that of development in order to ensure 
that the chances of water pollution are minimised. 

Chapter 13 
 

 
Replace entire chapter as follows: 

Introduction 

 

The aim of this chapter is to provide the basis and context from which a 
collective approach to development in the City Centre is formed. This 
approach is needed in order to maintain and promote a strong, sustainable 
and cohesive core in the Mid-Western Region. 

 

Numerous strategic documents at both national and regional level identify 
Limerick City as the capital of the region and a driver of economic growth at 
both national and regional level. The challenge for Limerick City and County 
Council is to put in place the infrastructure and policy conditions that will 
facilitate economic and employment growth. 

 
Limerick 2030 
The Limerick 2030  Economic and Spatial Plan for Limerick sets out the 
medium and long term strategy for the development of Limerick City and 
County for the next 15 years.  
The plan sets out a new vision for Limerick: 
“Limerick will become a major economic force in the Irish and European 
economy, a leading centre for commercial investment – both foreign direct 
investment and endogenous business growth, capitalising on the strength of 
its Higher Education Institutions (HEI’S), the skills of its workforce and its 
environmental and heritage attributes. The City centre will be at the heart of 
this economic force – an attractive magnet for retail, leisure, residential, 
commercial, educational and cultural growth. Growth will benefit all citizens 
across the City, County and Mid-West Region.” 

1. 

The 2030 economic strategy 2030 identifies a multi - sectoral approach to be 
pursued that is to be delivered and implemented through the pursuit of five 
inter-related objectives:  

2. 

Position Limerick as a competitive knowledge economy, known for its 
skill base excellence in high tech sectors; 

3. 

Develop an outstanding environment for starting and growing new 
businesses; 

4. 
Create the conditions for long-term economic growth; 

5. 

Create a vibrant City Centre economy with a new mix of economic 
uses and a strong educational presence; and 

 

Maximise the local employment impacts from development / 
regeneration. 

The spatial element of the strategy seeks to place the City centre at the heart 
of the wider economic strategy, developing its role as a place of creativity, 
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culture and consumption. It is not just about providing the accommodation and 
infrastructure, but also providing the quality of life factors so important to 
investors, employers and skilled workers. There are 5 elements to this part of 
the plan: 
 

·         Seven City Centre Transformational Projects; 
·         Enhancing the City Centre retail offer; 
·         A new business offer; 
·         Expanding the residential opportunity; and 

 
·         Infrastructure / public realm investments. 

City Centre Transformational Projects 

 
 Seven Transformational large scale projects have been identified as follows: 

1. 

2. 

A ‘World Class’ Waterfront – a renaissance of Limerick’s entire 
Waterfront; 

3. 

The ‘Limerick Cultural Centre’ – an iconic destination building on the 
Waterfront; 

4. 

‘Great streets’ – a transformation of the City’s three main streets – 
O’Connell Street, Catherine Street and Henry Street; 

5. 

A new City Square/Plaza – to define the focal point or ‘heart’ of the City 
Centre; 

6. 

A City Centre higher education campus - the creation of a multi-versity 
combining facilities from Limerick Institute of Technology, University of 
Limerick and Mary Immaculate College in the heart of the City Centre; 

7. 

Renewal of the Georgian Quarter – a concentrated programme to 
restore the Georgian part of the City to its former glory; and 

 

Colbert Station renewal – a new public transport interchange and 
enhanced station environment. 

Policy CC.1 Limerick 2030 

 

It is the policy of Limerick City and County Council to secure the goals and 
objectives set out in Limerick 2030 – An Economic and Spatial Plan. 

 

 
City Centre Retail Area (CCRA) 

Limerick City and County Council is committed to the reinforcement of the City 
Centre’s role in the retail hierarchy by facilitating the development of a 
significant amount of floor-space to meet projected demand and projected 
retail unit size. Retailing is prioritised in this area but not to the exclusion of 
other land use types. Other uses such as residential, hotel, office, cultural and 
leisure facilities etc., which compliment the retail function of the CCRA and 
promote vibrancy in the City Centre are also permitted, subject to the policies 
to promote City Centre retailing. It is essential that an appropriate mix of 
comparison and convenience shopping is provided in the CCRA so as to 
retain a vibrant and unique experience for shoppers. In this regard all 
applications in the CCRA will be assessed in respect of the type and format of 
retailing proposed and its impact on the overall vibrancy and vitality of the City 
centre. Please see Map 1A in Appendix I. 
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Policy CC.2 City Centre Retail Area 

 

It is the policy of Limerick City and County Council to provide for the 
protection, upgrading and expansion of higher order retailing, in particular 
comparison retailing, and a range of other supporting uses in the City Centre 
retail area. 

 
Enhancing the City Centre Retail Offer 

 

Limerick 2030 reinforces the core conclusions of the Retail Strategy for the 
Mid-West Region that it is necessary to re-establish the City Centre at the top 
of the shopping hierarchy by improving the range and quality of shopping. In 
this regard a comprehensive redevelopment project is advocated for the 
Arthurs Quay area including the provision of a City Square and park. 
Furthermore the strategy supports the refurbishment and expansion of 
Cruises Street and other premises in the prime shopping area. 

Policy CC.3 New Retail Development 

 

It is the policy of Limerick City and County Council to secure the 
redevelopment of the Arthurs Quay area to provide an enhanced retail offer in 
the City Centre together with a new public square and public park. 

 

 
City Centre Commercial Area (CCCA) 

 

The CCCA reflects the commercial and employment zone of the City Centre, 
extending from the City Centre Retail Area. All uses are permitted throughout 
the CCCA, except comparison retail uses, which are restricted to the City 
Centre Retail Area unless they serve a local need only. Please see Map 1A in 
Appendix I. 

Policy CC.4 City Centre Commercial Area 

 

It is the policy of Limerick City and County Council to support the retention 
and expansion of a wide range of commercial, cultural, leisure and residential 
uses in the commercial core area (apart from comparison retail uses). 

A New Business Offer 

• 

Limerick 2030 sets out a number of projects to encourage businesses to 
locate in certain locations in the City centre. These Strategic Development 
sites are identified as follows: 

• 

The Opera Site offers the potential to locate significant development 
adjacent to the core retail area. In particular, the development of a 
modern office based employment development, a third level campus 
with associated retail/residential/community uses. Furthermore, the site 
has the potential to accommodate a relocated Sarsfield House thus 
enhancing the riverfront by the provision of a new linear Arthurs Quay 
City centre park. 
The Hanging Gardens/Limerick GPO site on Henry Street is a partially 
completed development whose completion would reinforce Henry 
Street and the Waterfront along Bishops Quay as a business location. 
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• 

 

The former Cleeves Site on the northern bank of the river with its 
chimney stack which represents an iconic structure on the river front. 
The site offers significant potential for a range of uses including 
education, employment, tourism/culture and residential uses. 

 

Other locations identified include the general City Centre Georgian Area 
which acts as a location for a cluster of professional services and the Georges 
Quay area which has potential to deliver a medical park centred around 
Barrington’s Hospital. 

Policy CC.5 New Business Offer 

 

It is the policy of Limerick City and County Council to secure the development 
of the Opera Centre, the Hanging Gardens and the former Cleeves factory in 
support of the objectives set out in Limerick 2030. 

 

 
Inner City Residential Neighbourhoods (ICRN) 

 

The areas outside of the commercial area but within the City Centre boundary 
fall within this zoning type. These areas include a large quantity of older 
housing stock, some low-end commercial uses and a range of other non-
residential types such as large health and education institutions and 
community facilities, which strongly contribute to the character of these areas. 
Limerick City and County Council is committed to protecting the established 
residential housing stock in these areas by restricting the development of 
incongruous development types and providing the range of local service 
provision required to ensure their attractiveness and vibrancy. Civic and 
institutional functions will also be facilitated where appropriate and new 
residential development to compliment the established areas will be 
supported. Please see Map 1A in Appendix I. 

 Policy CC.6 Inner City Residential Neighbourhoods 

 

It is the policy of Limerick City and County Council to reinforce the residential 
character of inner City residential neighbourhoods, while supporting the 
provision and retention of local services, and civic and institutional functions. 

 
Expanding the Residential Offer 

 

The 2030 Economic and Spatial Plan highlights the decline in the City centre 
population in particular in owner occupation. A pilot scheme is recommended 
to demonstrate the potential to refurbish the existing historic building stock to 
provide high quality family accommodation. Furthermore, the Government’s 
“Living Cities Initiative” should be fully supported. 

 

The plan also highlights the potential contribution that residential 
accommodation provided by third level institutions can make to the vitality and 
vibrancy of the City centre. 

Policy CC.7 Expanding the Residential Offer 
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It is the policy of Limerick City and County Council to develop a pilot project to 
demonstrate the potential of the City centre Georgian area to support modern 
family living in particular owner occupation. 

Policy CC.8 Expanding the Residential Offer 

 

It is the policy of Limerick City and County Council to actively support and 
implement the Living Cities Initiative. 

 

 
Infrastructure / Public Realm Investment 

 

The 2030 Economic and Spatial plan proposed a series of co-ordinated 
investment programmes to enhance the City centre. Central to this is the 
preparation of a City Centre Transport Strategy that would: 

• 
• 

Put pedestrians first throughout the City Centre. 

• 
Improve the management of on-street parking. 

• 

Enable the creation of a new City Square in the vicinity of Arthurs Quay 
and other public plazas. 

• 
Adopt “smarter travel” principles in the City centre. 

• 

Accommodate improved access to / from the third level institutions for 
pedestrians, cyclists and public transport users. 

• 
A unified road signage policy. 

 
A coherent pedestrian way finding system in the City centre. 

 

This Strategy needs to be complemented by a new Public Realm Strategy 
which should have the following components: 

• The creation of a network of public squares / plazas to include 
- O’Connell Street/ Arthurs Quay. 
-  Potato Market / Merchants Quay. 
-  Colbert Station. 

• 
-  Opera Centre 

• 

To improve the connections between the City centre and King John’s 
Castle, John’s Square, Colbert Station, the national technological park 
and the Crescent. 

• 

The continuation of the riverside walkways to enhance the appreciation of 
the Shannon. 

• 
Enhancement of Nicholas Street and King John’s Castle. 
Enhancement of the Park canal corridor as an amenity link between the 
City centre and the university. 

Policy CC.9 Infrastructure / Public Realm Investments 

 

It is the policy of Limerick City and County Council to prepare a City Centre 
Transport Strategy and Public Realm Strategy. In the interim Limerick City 
and County Council will actively pursue the objectives outlined above. 

 
Strategic Sites 
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Within Limerick 2030, considerable attention has been paid to the 
identification of a number of strategic sites within the City Centre. These sites 
have been identified as strategic as the development of the sites individually 
and collectively hold significant potential to transform the wider City/County 
area and the region. These sites are of importance to the community therefore 
Limerick City and County Council has aimed, through Limerick 2030, to create 
a clear guide for the development of these sites within a holistic strategy 
document. Over the lifetime of the plan other sites may be identified as being 
of strategic importance and it will be necessary for Limerick City and County 
Council to take a proactive role in securing their sustainable development in 
the achievement of the goals and objectives set out in Limerick 2030 plan. It 
may be necessary for the City and County Council to take a leading role as a 
facilitator in the packaging of sites of suitable size and shape for 
developments in the City Centre. These measures can include compulsory 
purchase, registration of title, use of Derelict Sites legislation etc. 

Policy CC.10 Strategic Sites 

 

It is the policy of Limerick City and County Council to support the identification 
of strategic sites and to continue to develop strategies to secure their 
development in support of the objectives set out in Limerick 2030. 

Chapter 15 
 
Zoning Objective 1 
 
Objective ZO.1  City Centre Area (CCA) 
To support the retention and expansion of a wide range of commercial, 
cultural, leisure and residential uses in the City Centre as defined in the City 
Centre Strategy 
 

2030 Economic and Spatial Plan. 

 

The ‘City Centre Strategy’ adopted by Limerick City Council in February 
2008 defined the City Centre and outlined strategies to deliver the objective of 
a viable and sustainable City Centre. Within this zone there are a number of 
ancillary objectives.  

Chapter 16 
 

To provide some guidance to developers the following indicative 
densities are suggested: 

o Outer City: densities in excess of 35-50 dwellings per hectare shall be 
encouraged subject to appropriate qualitative safeguards. In addition, 
schemes adjoining public transport routes, or close to major centres of 
employment may be encouraged to exceed this figure. 

o In City Centre locations higher densities shall be encouraged where it 
can be demonstrated that the proposal complies with the guidance set 
out in Section 5.6 of the DEHLG Guidelines for Planning Authorities 
on Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas (Cities, 
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Towns & Villages), 2009. 

 

The City Centre is defined in the City 
Centre Strategy, 2004.  

 
PS6 - Residential 
 
House 
 
 
Apartment 
 
 
Student Accommodation 
Nursing Homes 
 
 
Sheltered Accommodation  
(prior approval during pre-
planning stage necessary) 
 
Georgian Quarter 

 

(as defined in 
the City Centre Strategy)  

 
1: House Unit 
 
 
1: Apartment  
 
 
1: 10 
Students 
1: Employee 
 
 
I: Staff  
member 
 
 
0.5: Unit 

 
 
1: 3 Bed 
House & 2: 4 
Bed House 
 
1: Apartment 
 
 
1: 8 Students 
1: Employee &  
1: 4 Beds 
 
1: Staff 
Member  
 
 
 
n/a 

 
 
2: house & 
25% Visitor 
 
1:25/Apartment 
& 25% Visitor  
 
1: 5 Students 
1: Employee &  
1: 2 Beds 
 
1: Staff 
Member & 
Visitor Parking 
 
n/a 

 
 
Signage & Advertising 
 
Advertising Hoardings - Billboard Locations 
Excessive outdoor advertising will be strictly controlled. Such advertising will 
not be permitted in the following locations: 

o The City Centre – as defined in the Limerick City Centre Strategy 
(2008

 
).  

 
Bus Shelters / Other Stand Alone Structures  

 

Advertising on bus shelters will be permitted in locations which do not detract 
from the primary purpose of the transport shelter or the surrounding location 
i.e. a bus shelter near the Treaty Stone shall not incorporate advertising 
panels. Planning permission will be required for all such structures in the City 
Centre.  

 

General advertisements and promotional design advertisements on telephone 
kiosks within the City Centre will not be permitted.  

‘Bus shelters/Other Stand Alone structures’   (p196) 
‘Promotional or commercial advertising in bus shelters and other stand alone 
structures that are an essential element of public infrastructure or provide a 
public amenity, such as telephone kiosks will only be permitted in a format 
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and location which is clearly integral and subsidiary to the structure as 
designed, and does not detract from the surrounding location   

a) 
Locations where advertising panels will not be permitted are as follows:    

b) 

The Architectural Conservation Area in and around St Johns 
Square.  

c) 

The square facing King Johns Castle, the immediate curtilage of 
the Castle and the area of Church road facing Bishops Palace.    

d) 
The area adjoining St.Marys Cathedral and the Courthouse 

  

The immediate vicinity of the Treaty Stone 

Outside of these areas, advertising panels on stand alone structures shall 
only be permitted where:  

a) Both the advertisement and structure comply in terms of siting, scale and 
design, with the principles and guidelines as set out in the ‘Design 
Manual for Urban Streets’ (DECLG, 2013)   

b) The advertisement is clearly subsidiary to the structure,  
c) Either the purpose of the proposed structure is:  

i. to replace an existing structure, and in this case, it represents an 
improvement over a pre-existing structure, or  

ii. there is a bona-fide requirement for the structure in the interests 
of public amenity, pedestrian or traffic safety.   
 
 

Map 1: Land Use Zoning map 
Remove Area of Special Development Control 

 
Proposed Volume IV 

Limerick 2030, An Economic and Spatial Plan for Limerick (Entire document 
incorporated) 
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6.2 Methodology for Assessment and Determination of Significance of Effects 
Existing and proposed policies are shown in the appendix together with 
comments from an environmental perspective, in particular comments relating 
them to the Environmental Protection Objectives see tables in Appendix 1.  . 
 
Evaluation of significance requires consideration of four questions, which will 
establish the importance, or “significance”, of the predicted impact: 

1. Will the policies and objectives in the City Development Plan as varied 
lead to a risk of environmental standards being breached? 

2. Could it lead to failure to achieve environmental policies or targets? 
3. Will it affect environmental resources, which are protected by laws or 

policies, e.g. Natura 2000 habitats, species, landscapes, water 
resources, agricultural resources and cultural heritage sites, etc.? 

4. Could it lead to impacts on environmental resources, which, although 
not legally protected, are important or valuable? 

5    Are policies and objectives consistent with planning legislation?  
 

As a follow on from the preparation and evaluation of the previous sections of 
the report, i.e. baseline data and trends, existing significant issues,  
environmental vulnerabilities, the above questions were considered in 
determining significance of environmental effects identified. Suggested 
alternatives, mitigation, and offsetting, to any potential adverse significant 
effects  were identified and amendments recommended to the City 
Development Plan where required. 

6.3 Summary of Likely Significant Effects of Implementing the proposed 
variation on the Environment and Measures Proposed to Prevent, Reduce or 
Offset such effects. 

6.3.1 Introduction 
 
The full range of final objectives is included in Appendix One of this report. A 
summary of the outcome of this assessment is provided in this section. 
In accordance with the legislation, the likely significant effects on the 
environment of implementing the variation are summarised under headings 
that include the issues required to be covered.  
 
The existing City Development Plan was subject to SEA. Preparation of the  
variation is required to be done within revised thresholds for SEA, i.e. a 
population threshold of 5000, the requirement for Flood Risk Assessment and 
Appropriate Assessment, Water Quality Regulations, the National Climate 
Change Strategy and the Regional Planning Guidelines 2010, in particular 
Core Strategy population figures. Thus, it is to be expected in accordance with 
best practice that the policies and objectives of the Plan would comply with 
environmental standards and incorporate environmental considerations at the 
earliest stage. This is also true of the preparation of the last City Development 
Plan which was also subject to SEA.  
 
SEA of the variation to the City Development Plan incorporating the 2030 Plan 
involved best practice in a process where key environmental objectives were 
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identified at SEA Scoping and public consultation meetings to date and 
policies, objectives and zonings drafted or amended to address these issues.   
Examples include objectives for protection of the Georgian Limerick.  
 
Assessment of the policies and development objectives in the City 
Development Plan as varied showed that most of the policies and objectives 
are considered positive or at least insignificant/neutral, setting out to manage 
and protect aspects of the environment such as built heritage, heritage 
resources and management of flood risk, these policies and objectives will not 
pose a significant adverse impact on the environment.  
 
The finding of mainly positive or at least insignificant/neutral impacts from the 
draft policies and objectives demonstrates integration of environmental 
considerations into the Plan at an early stage which fulfils the requirements of 
the SEA Directive. 

6.3.2 Biodiversity, Flora and Fauna 
 
In fulfilment of the requirements of Article 6 (3) of the Habitats Directive an 
Appropriate Assessment Screening was carried out to assess the impacts of 
the variation of the plan on Natura 2000 habitats. Two Natura 2000 sites exist 
within the plan area and it was important to carry out the process in order to 
establish if any of the plan contents might have effects on the  Natura 2000 
sites such as the Lower River Shannon SAC site or the River Shannon and 
Fergus SPA.  The assessment indicates that there would not be any 
significant effects.  
 
Another useful role of the AA screening was to indicate non-statutory habitats 
in the plan area and this emphasises the need to maintain parklands as 
identified as they make a valuable contribution to bio-diversity in the plan 
area. Some of the parklands have been in existence for many years and are 
of considerable ecological value as they have a large stock of mature broad-
leaved trees, comprised both of native and non-native ornamental species.  
 
Policy LBR.8 and supporting text of the City Plan (p.103) provides for 
compliance with Article 6 of the Habitats Directive by ensuring that 
appropriate assessment of development projects within or adjacent to Natura 
2000 sites takes place. It is also an objective of the City Development Plan to 
maintain “the conservation value of the River Shannon and Shannon estuary 
European sites...during the lifetime of this Plan”.  
 
The strategic development areas identified for Limerick in the 2030 Plan are a 
direct response to the need for addressing issues of urban decay and 
economic decline in the City.  These sites are all urban sites and will not 
cause loss of habitat from the green space areas in the plan area.  
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6.3.3 Population and Human Health 
 
Generally, impacts on population and human health from the Limerick City 
Development Plan variation are considered positive as the contents of the 
2030 provides a template for targeted initiatives to combat urban decline, 
access to amenity and recreation and protection of the environment and 
heritage in particular recognition of the unique nature of Limerick built fabric. 
Policies SC7 and SC8 of the existing City Development Plan seek to offer a 
range of child care and social facilities within the city itself in order to ensure 
accessibility for the widest sections of the population.  The Core Strategy has 
been taken into account in recognition of the existing and future proposed 
capacities in infrastructure and is designed to promote population growth in 
the interests of avoidance of environmental degradation and damage to 
human health. 
 
Two Seveso sites exist in the City, one the fertiliser plant on the Dock Road 
and the second the oil tank farm, off the Dock Rod close to Courtbrack 
Avenue.  In the case of any planning applications close to them they are 
assessed based on the risk factor posed by the differing Seveso sites. This 
includes their referral to the health and safety authority.  

6.3.4  Water 
 
The main Waste Water Treatment plant for the area of the 2030 plan and the 
City Development Plan is the plant at Bunlickey.  Capacity is adequate for the 
city’s need with a population capacity of 30000. The plant came into operation 
in 1999. While the question of it operating close to capacity has been raised, 
recent discussions with Irish Water and Water services section of Limerick 
City and County Council (July 2014) have indicate that new working 
procedures in addition to the construction of an anaerobic digester and other 
upgrades will ensure that the plant will be able to keep pace with development 
within the agglomeration that it serves. This is dealt with in more detail 
elsewhere in this report-see section 4.2.3. 

6.3.5 Air Quality & Climate 
Air quality in Limerick is considered to be of a very high standard and there 
are no issues arising from the Plan that would adversely impact on air quality.  
While there are negative localised impacts from traffic in the centre of the City, 
during busy periods such as summer traffic heading westwards, this is not 
regarded as significant in overall terms.  

6.3.6 Geology and Soil 
Assessment of policies and objectives in the City Development Plan show 
neutral impacts on geology and soils. The preparation of Chapter 14 Area 
Profiles which shows opportunity sites and encourages development in brown 
field sites and re-use of existing buildings plays a role in minimising any green 
field development which plays a direct role in soil conservation. The emphasis 
on the 2030 component of the plan also has a similar emphasis. The 
substantial guidance content in both documents is also practical means of soil 
conservation as it reflects best practice on the re-use and development of 
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urban sites. This is also a central theme of the 2030 plan with section 6.105 
mentioning the need for Georgian Building renovation. It should be stressed 
that this will need to be carried out in accordance with legislative requirements 
and best practice in the area of architectural reuse.  

6.3.7 Cultural Heritage 
The historic city core of Limerick is a recorded monument and a key objective 
of the plan is to protect its architectural and historic heritage. Policy BHA4 
Protection of Limerick Historic Street Pattern and Medieval Plot Widths is 
indicative of the range of policies that exist in relation to the urban setting in 
the city.  

6.3.8 Landscape 
Objective LBR3 (Chapter 11) seeks to conserve the distinctive landscape of 
the City which is particular interest as the town has considerable stock of 
impressive views, many of them associated with the Shannon and Abbey 
Rivers. A number of architectural conservation areas are also protected in the 
City Development Plan (Chapter 10, Part IV, p. 87), all which serve to protect 
the townscape value of the plan area. There may be uncertain impacts arising 
from projects such as the potential new developments but this will be more 
accurately assessed at the project level when design and exact location are 
decided. In this regard the legislation operating at Development Management 
legislation and associated guidance and good practice documents are 
expected to inform planning applications and ensure that they are of a certain 
minimum standard.   

6.3.9 Material Assets 
Objectives relating to strategic infrastructure projects such as distributor 
roads, transport net works generally and modifications to transport 
infrastructure generally and river crossings will be more appropriately 
assessed at the project level by EIA and Appropriate Assessment. Potential 
impacts from other strategic plans such as the future County and City 
Development Plans or equivalent will involve strategic 
environmental/appropriate assessment under its own review process and not 
through the variation of this plan.  

6.4 In-combination Effects 
Due to its status as a gateway City it is necessary to consider the plan 
variation and its effects at a larger scale. Table 6.1 below shoes the main 
plans and projects on going in the City at the moment and it is these that 
provide the most immediate back drop to the variation incorporating the 2030 
Plan. These are the plans and projects that are assessed with in-combination 
effects in mind.  
 
While Limerick is the largest City in the region and as such is an important 
economic driver, its ability to achieve this has been compromised by the 
nature of economic and retailing activity in the City environs. This has been 
indicated by the Midwest Regional Planning Guidelines (MWRPG 2010-2016) 
which has described the difficulties facing Limerick city centre. This situation 
and other social problems has lead to a series of initiatives which are in 
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operation in the city and surrounding areas. The plans and projects outlined 
below are the most important of the current initiatives under way at the time of 
the plan variation. 
 
Projects and Plans  Comments  
Iarnrod Eireann Investment in Colbert 
Station.  

Complements the provisions of the 
2030 Plan Total value of the 
investment is 16.8m Euros. Part of 
the project will involve the creation of 
a plaza which will open up this area of 
the City.    

Regeneration areas: Southill Moyross 
and St Marys Park.  

Though some of these areas are 
outside the city centre, St Mary’s Park 
is located near the historical area of 
the city and will complement the aims 
of the 2030 Plan.  

Historic Landfill remediation St Marys 
Park.   

This will result in ecological 
improvements in this area and a 
remove a pollution threat to the 
Abbey River part of the Lower River 
Shannon SAC site.  

Shannon Integrated Framework Plan.  Concentrates on development in the 
Dock lands which will have spill over 
effects on development In adjacent 
city areas.  

City Development Plan 2010  Chp. 3 of the Plan is consistent with 
the 2030 plan which promotes 
economic revitalisation of the city.  

Smarter Travel  Designed to promote sustainable 
travel patterns which will promote 
cycling and pedestrian access 
through out eth city and environs.  

Mid West Area Strategic Plan Outlines a coherent transport strategy 
for the former mid west region.  it is 
likely that this will need to be 
reviewed following the 
disestablishment of the Mid West 
Planning Region.  

Limerick Northern Distributor Road 
(LNDR) 

This proposal to create a by pass of 
the city with a route running to the 
north and the east would reduce the 
volumes of city traffic with consequent 
improvements in both traffic flows and 
the city environment.  

Upgrade of Bunlickey Waste Water 
Treatment Plant.  

Communications from water services 
and Irish water indicate that a 
programme of works will be ongoing 
to ensure that capacity keeps pace 
with demand. This is essential for the 
future development of the City and 
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environs.  
 
 
Regenerationareas.Master plans for Kings Island, Moyross, Ballinacurra 
Weston and Southill were presented to Limerick City Council by 2010. These 
master plans provide the strategic basis for the implementation of work 
programmes over the coming 10 years. The master plans are built on three 
key pillars; Social regeneration, Physical regeneration and Economic 
regeneration.  
Of the areas mentioned above Kings Island is the area that corresponds most 
closely with historic area identified in the 2030 plan. The effects of the 
regeneration both directly on the Kings Island area and the other areas of the 
City are expected to complement the proposals of the 2030 Plan. There is a 
great need for the teams implementing both the 2030 plan and the 
Regeneration projects to liaise with each other both to ensure that the 
initiatives complement each other and to ensure that scarce resources are 
carefully directed. 
 
Historic Land fill remediation at St Marys Park: This has come about partly 
as a result of the regeneration project and also as a result of the requirement 
to deal with the issue of historic land fills. The issue of the historic waste body 
is compounded by on going dumping on the site. This is very close to the St 
Marys Park and poses a threat to human health in addition to a pollution 
threat to the Abbey River to which it is hydrologically connected. The removal 
of the waste body and the resulting elimination of a source of pollutants that 
might affect the nearby SAC site would have beneficial long term effects.  A 
site visit has confirmed the hydrological linkage between the dump site and 
drains that eventually link to the SAC site so any removal of a pollutant source 
that would discharge into the drain network would remove contaminant source 
which would eventually find its way to the main river channel. It should also be 
added that while overland hydrological linkages are regarded as the main 
issue in the Tier 1 Environmental Assessment, the removal of the waste body 
would also reduce potential discharge of pollutants to ground water.   
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Figure 6.1: showing location of historic land fill immediately to the east of St 
Marys Park.  
The drains leading to the Abbey river are showing leading to the east from the 
black area which is the land fill. 
 

 
 
Figure 6.2: the issue of the historic land fill was compounded by the ongoing 
illegal dumping on site.  
 
 
Communications from the Environment Section indicate that the contract for 
the remediation works on the landfill site has been issued and works are 
expected to be completed within the next six months. 
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The former landfill at Long Pavement has been the subject of a remediation 
programme which has been carried out in association with EPA Guidance. 
Opposite the Long Pavement landfill is an earlier landfill site extending over 
17.7 hectares (pre1984 landfill). The site has been covered with top soil and is 
predominantly covered with grassland with some small trees and bushes. An 
area near to the Longpavement Road was filled and graded to form a soccer 
pitch. This area is now overgrown, relatively uneven and not presently in use. 
 
A strategy for the Long Pavement Landfill Restoration was prepared in 2000 
by ARUP and Partners and remedial works have been completed recently, 
licensed by the EPA W0076-1. Key activities included collection and flaring of 
landfill gases, collection and treatment of leachate, permanent capping of the 
landfill and landscaping works that will see new wetlands being constructed 
and the area converted into a recreation and amenity area. 
 
Shannon Integrated Framework Plan: this plan is intended to promote the 
sustainable development of the estuary as whole and operates in eth area of 
Limerick City and County Council, Clare county council and Kerry. In the 
specific situation of the City Development Plan it causes for the zoning of the 
dock land for development uses. This has already been achieved in the City 
Development Plan and indeed the mixed use zoning area outlined in the city 
plan is greater than that proposed in the SIFP. However the underlying tenet 
of the SIFP is to promote development of estuary as a whole and any 
increased economic activity is bound to benefit the docks area and in this it 
complements the City plan. The Docklands for instance had been designated 
as a Strategic Employment Location (p.17 City development plan) in the 
existing 2010 City Development Plan. They are described as an “under-
utilised asset”.  
 
Mid-West Area Strategic Plan: outlines a coherent transport strategy for the 
former Mid West region. it is likely that this will need to be reviewed following 
the re-organisation of the Mid West Planning Region. None the less the 
provisions of the plan as it stands complement both Smarter Travel and the 
idea of sustainable transport networks. As mentioned elsewhere in this report 
the 2030 Plan points out that the traffic plans for the City and the routing of 
traffic has not been updated since the construction of the Shannon Tunnel 
which has altered traffic flows. While in the current economic climate this 
alteration might not be as great as expected yet the need exists to plan for 
future traffic flows to take into account both changing economic circumstances 
and presence of the tunnel. The 2030 plan is correct in identifying this as a 
priority.  
 
City Development Plan: while the 2030 plan is to be added to the existing 
City plan it is worth examining the policies in the plan prior to adoption to see 
if they complement those that are in the 2030 Plan. It must be said that the 
policies particularly in relation to Economic Development are forerunners to 
the 2030 plan in that those sections of the plan (Chapter 3 Economic 
Development Strategy) outline policy responses which are consistent with the 
aims of the 2030 Plan. The City centre and the dockland areas have been 
shown as strategic employment locations and their importance as potential 
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areas to drive future growth is recognised. This is the case in particular with 
the City Centre where it is recognised as being a key economic driver for the 
region.  
 
Smarter Travel: this initiative is designed to promote networks of cycle and 
pedestrian ways throughout the City and environs and is also designed to 
maximise the use of public transport. In this regard it fits well with both the 
Colbert station project (see above). What is of particular interest is that this 
initiative is updating traffic and pedestrian and cycle movement to suits a new 
era in Limerick traffic management and as such addresses the issue posed in 
the 2030 plan, that of the lack of updating of traffic routes and management 
since the construction of the Shannon Tunnel. Another important aspect of 
smarter travel is the links that it proposes  between the City and university and 
given the intention of the university to locate in the City centre, in the Opera 
complex, these sustainable transport links between the City campus and the 
parent campus in Plassy will assume huge future importance. 
 
 
Upgrades of Bunlickey Waste Water Treatment Plant:  
 
Current and future upgrades are planned for Bunlickey. The current works 
that are proposed are as follows:  
 
Construction of  Chemically Enhanced Primary Treatment dosing system to 
allow for Alum Dosage of the influent to combat against high levels of 
Phosphorus discharge and to assist in sludge management. 

 
·    The installation of an Anaerobic Digester to reduce the sludge through put to 

the existing centrifuge and existing sludge dryer to ensure that the existing 
centrifuge and dryer has capacity to cater for the load. 

 
·    The upgrade of the current odour control unit to ensure that the current plant 

and upgraded facility meets its statutory obligations. 
 
·    The installation of a pasteurisation unit to ensure that a class A sludge is 

produced. 
 
·    The installation of a Combined Heat and Power recovery unit to assist in the 

operation of the anaerobic digester.  
 
These works are expected to be completed in March 2016 and will increase 
capacity to keep pace with industrial and residential development in the 
agglomeration area. Further works re planned following this to ensure that 
both technologies, work practices and capacity in the plant are maintained at 
a standard that can adequately deal with increased loadings from future 
development (Irish Water Personal Communication, July 2014). These are not 
anticipated to have any effects on the nearby Special Area of Conservation or 
Special Protection Area- see below for more detailed explanation.  This has 
been taken from the Appropriate Assessment Screening Document which was 
prepared for these works in July 2014.  
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1 The proposed development occurs within the existing WWTP and is on a 
previously developed site. This habitat type is Buildings and Artificial Surfaces 
(BL3). Development in such surroundings does not have the same ecological 
effect as that on natural or semi-natural habitats. This means that there will 
not be effects on any of the habitats that are important for the conservation 
interests of the Special Area of Conservation site. These habitats are listed in 
Table 1. The question of disturbance is dealt with below.  
 
 
Table 1: 002165 Lower River Shannon SAC: qualifying interests, species 
and habitats.  
 
1029 Freshwater Pearl Mussel Margaritiferamargaritifera 
1095 Sea Lamprey Petromyzonmarinus 
1096 Brook Lamprey Lampetraplaneri 
1099 River Lamprey Lampetrafluviatilis 
1106 Atlantic Salmon Salmosalar(only in fresh water) 
1110 Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sea water all the time 
1130 Estuaries 
1140 Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide 
1150 *Coastal lagoons 
1160 Large shallow inlets and bays 
1170 Reefs 
1220 Perennial vegetation of stony banks 
1230 Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts 
1310 Salicorniaand other annuals colonizing mud and sand 
1330 Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco‐Puccinellietaliamaritimae) 
1349 Bottlenose Dolphin Tursiopstruncatus 
1355 Otter Lutralutra 
1410 Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetaliamaritimi) 
3260 Water courses of plain to montane levels with the 
Ranunculionfluitantisand Callitricho‐Batrachion 
vegetation 
6410 Moliniameadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey‐silt‐laden soils 
(Molinioncaeruleae) 
91E0 *Alluvial forests with Alnusglutinosaand Fraxinus excelsior 
(Alno‐Padion,Alnionincanae, Salicionalbae).  

 
2 The proposed AD tanks and structures are not higher than the existing 
structures on site and as such does not cause an increased collision risk for 
birds overflying the site which might be using the nearby lake or river. See 
drawings in the appendix.   
 
3 For the same reason the disturbance effects of the structure is expected to 
be limited in that it will appear as part of the existing assemblage of buildings 
and structures on site. Andrews (1995, p. 133) mentions that disturbance can 
be “a major influence on water fowl”. Of particular note is the Cormorant 
population of Bunlickey lake. The nature of the development i.e. the 
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construction of additional tanks and facilities amidst existing structures of 
similar or greater heights is not expected to increase the visual disturbance 
from the WWTP. The Cormorant population in Bunlickey have become used 
to the effects, noise and lights of the traffic using the Shannon tunnel and the 
additional temporary effects of construction traffic and lifting equipment is not 
expected to cause any displacement effects in that these birds have become 
used to vehicle traffic and activity.  At its closest the traffic using the tunnel is 
within 50m of the tree line which cormorants use for roosting.   There is a 
buffer distance of over 200m between the WWTP and Bunlickeylake.  There 
will be no additional lighting which will further minimise the potential for 
disturbance. 
 
 

1.0 Table 2: 004077 River Shannon and Fergus Estuaries SPA 
Features of Interest 

Cormorant (Phalacrocoraxcarbo) [A017] 
Whooper Swan (Cygnus cygnus) [A038] 
Light-bellied Brent Goose (Brantaberniclahrota) [A046] 
Shelduck (Tadornatadorna) [A048] 
Wigeon (Anaspenelope) [A050] 
Teal (Anascrecca) [A052] 
Pintail (Anasacuta) [A054] 
Shoveler (Anasclypeata) [A056] 
Scaup (Aythyamarila) [A062] 
Ringed Plover (Charadriushiaticula) [A137] 
Golden Plover (Pluvialisapricaria) [A140] 
Grey Plover (Pluvialissquatarola) [A141] 
Lapwing (Vanellusvanellus) [A142] 
Knot (Calidriscanutus) [A143] 
Dunlin (Calidrisalpina) [A149] 
Black-tailed Godwit (Limosalimosa) [A156] 
Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosalapponica) [A157] 
Curlew (Numeniusarquata) [A160] 
Redshank (Tringatotanus) [A162] 
Greenshank (Tringanebularia) [A164] 
Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalusridibundus) [A179] 

Note: species for which the SPA was designated. Of the above Cormorant 
are permanent residents of the nearby Bunlickey lake.  
 
4 There is no increase in the limits proposed by the Current Discharge 
Licence, rather the works are designed to re-organise current work processes 
which allows the Water Services Authority to use existing capacity within the 
plant to cater for the additional loadings.   The new processes compress the 
sludge generated to allow the use of existing Dryer capacity to generate the 
by-product of sludge pellets which was always part of the original process. 
The plant capacity is not being increased at this time, hence the discharge 
limits are not being altered above those granted by the discharge licence.  
This means that there will be no ex-situ effects from the discharges from the 
plant.  There will be no interruption to the treatment of waste in the plant 
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during the construction works so no effects are expected in terms of breaks in 
service at the plant.  
 
5 Communications from Irish Water indicate that there will be no additional 
traffic during the operational phase of the plant following the construction 
works. There will be an increase in traffic to the plant during the construction 
phase and the use of cranes and lifting equipment. This will be within the plant 
itself and will not encroach on the lake, which is the closest portion of the 
Natura 2000 site.  
 
6 The nutrient rich material which results from treatment is the subject of a 
management plan- referred to as an Annual Sludge Re-cycling Report.  The 
operators of the plant are contracted to ensure that the sludge and nutrient 
rich material are disposed of in a suitable manner, i.e. treated and disposed of 
to lands with appropriate nutrient and trace element deficiencies.  At the 
moment this contract is set to last for another 15 years (Communication from 
Irish Water 20th

 

 July 2014). This removes the possibility of ex-situ effects from 
the removal and use of nutrient rich material off site.  

 
 
 
Figure 1: The Bunlickey WWTP is mid picture.  At its closest it is 60m from 
the River Shannon and Fergus estuary SPA which is located to the west and 
north- see hatched area.  This gives a greater buffer that of the Shannon 
Tunnel construction which at it’s closest was within 35m of the Cormorant 
colony.  The AD tanks will be in the south west corner of the plant and will be 
170m from the designated site.  
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7.0 Conclusion 
 
SEA assessment of the City Development Plan variation policies and 
proposed amendments has determined that no significant adverse impacts 
are predicted from the Plan while negative impacts will be minimised through 
policies and objectives for biodiversity, population, water, and cultural 
heritage. 
 
For certain activities that will complement the plan e.g. improvements to 
Bunlickey WWTP and Smarter travel Projects impacts will be determined at a 
lower level of environmental assessment largely through EIA and AA at the 
project level.  These assessments will involve application of Appropriate 
Assessment, landscape appraisal, archaeological and architectural heritage 
appraisal and flood risk assessment to accurately determine the impacts 
under the range of environmental headings detailed above.  
 
Compilation of the background information, discussions with Council staff 
such as area engineers and public consultation process have all informed the 
Environmental Report to address key environmental issues in Limerick. 
 
Table 7.1 
Key Environmental Issue Relevant Limerick City 

Development Plan 
content and policies.  

Water Quality Protection of Water Quality 
- Water Framework Directive,  
incorporation of relevant 
objectives and measures   
-Surface and ground water 
protection,  
--Drinking water,  
-Wastewater treatment,  
-Water conservation 

Policies WS2, WS3, 
WS4, WS 6 and 
includes comments on 
SUDS . 
 
Also in Development 
Management Section of 
the Plan pp176-177 
which provides detailed 
guidance at planning 
application stage.  

 Integration of flood risk 
assessment into the Plan  to 
ensure appropriateness of 
land use and inclusion of  
SUDS technology 
Increased risk of flooding due 
to Climate Change 

Awaiting new CFRAM 
maps which will be 
incorporated into the 
plan when they will be 
completed.   
 
P. 175 of the plan 
indicates the need for 
FRA  
 
 

 Increased risk of flooding due 
to Climate Change 

See also p. 175.  
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Biodiversity Protection of Biodiversity- 
Natura 2000 sites, pNHAS, 
non-designated habitats,   
riparian buffer zones, green 
infrastructure 

Policy LBR1 LBR7 and  
LBR8 apply.  

 Conservation of the open 
spaces and Parklands in the 
city.  

LBR1 applies.  

 Consideration of potential  
impacts of climate change 

See pp. 129-132 on 
Flooding issues.  See 
also Environmental 
Report Non technical 
summary p.344.   and 
also policy AQ15 and 
16.  

Air and Climate Development of traffic 
management measures 

TR7 and TR8 apply.  

 Sustainable modes of 
transport 

Policy TR9 See also 
comments in the 
Environmental Report 
and the City Plan re 
Smarter Travel 

 Protection of air quality AQ 15 and 16.  
 Consideration of potential  

impacts of climate change 
See above 

 Promotion of use of energy 
conservation 

 

Cultural Heritage Architectural Heritage 
Protection 

 

 
 

Protection of archaeological 
heritage of the town 

S8.3 and EH3 
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8 SEA Statement for the incorporation of the 2030 Plan into the Limerick 
City Development Plan. 

 

8.1Introduction 
In accordance with article 9 of the SEA directive and 14(I) of the Planning and 
Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) regulations the following 
is a statement summarising how environmental considerations have been 
integrated into the incorporation of the 2030 Plan into the Limerick City 
Development Plan 2010to date and how the Environmental Report and the 
outcome of the in house consultations to date were taken into account and 
indicates the reasons for choosing the plan as adopted in light of other 
reasonable alternatives considered. The wider consultation associated with 
the statutory process of plan variation is expected to further inform the 
variation process from an environmental perspective.  
 
8.2 Summary of how environmental considerations were factored into the plan 
During the preparation of the variation no consideration was given to 
expansion of zoning outside the current plan boundaries. No further lands 
were zoned outside the plan boundaries-this option was rejected as analysis 
indicated that sufficient land was zoned for different purposes within the Plan 
area to cater for the population for the next plan period. In addition the zoning 
of further land would not contribute to the aim of sequential zoning and would 
divert scarce resources from the main aim of revitalising the city which is the 
core aim of the 2030 Plan It was considered that further expanding zoned 
land would result in under used or partially developed land which would take 
from efforts to assist with the development of the core of the City in line with 
the Local Area Plan Guidance Documents 2012 and the Development Plan 
Guidance 2007.  
 
The issue of ex-situ effects on Natura 2000 sites and the issue of the need for 
appropriate assessment screening had been raised in internal discussions 
during the preparation of the variation. Appropriate Assessment was not 
deemed necessary as buffer zones were incorporated into the plan along the 
undeveloped sections of the river banks in the plan area, while the  ex-situ 
effects were not regarded as significant due to the updating of the Bunlikcey 
Waste Water treatment Plant. An objective within the plan was introduced to 
ensure that infrastructure kept place with development. Policy WS5 was 
updated in this regard.   
The need to ensure that the urban form of Limerick is both protected and 
enhanced reflected in the zoning patterns of the new plan.  The zoning as 
presented in the plan seeks to consolidate the settlement pattern of Limerick 
ensuring that future development in terms of location and scale contribute to 
this end. In addition the revision of the sections of the plan relating to 
Protected Structures and the Architectural Conservation Areas also seeks to 
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ensure that these aspects of the heritage of the town are adequately 
conserved.    
 

8.3 Summary of how the Environmental Report and submissions and 
observations made to the Planning Authority under Section 20(3) of the Act 
were taken into account 
As yet submissions under section 20(3) of the Act have not been received. 
These will be taken into account in the final plan, following the forthcoming 
public display period.  Initial responses have been received from some of the 
Environmental Authorities  

• In response to submissions from the EPA concerning overloading of 
infrastructure the additions were made to content of the environmental 
report outlining the current situation in relation to works on the Waste 
Water Treatment Plant which will increase capacity. 

• Policies in relation to the promotion of sustainable transport links were 
listed as was one that indicated the importance of Smarter travel and 
sustainable transport links.   

 

8.4 Reasons for choosing the plan as adopted in the light of other 
reasonable alternatives considered 
It is required in the legislation that the Environmental Report must consider 
“reasonable alternatives taking into account the objectives and the 
geographical scope of the plan or programme” and the significant 
environmental effects of the alternatives selected.  
Alternative strategies that were considered are outlined below.  
 
Alternative Strategy Option 1- Continue with existing 2010 Plan with its 
time extension and without the variation to incorporate the 2030 plan: 
 
The preparation of the LEASP proposes measures that build on earlier 
proposals such as the 2008 City Centre Strategy and earlier public realm 
proposals.   The identification of the seven key areas aims to promote tailored 
responses to the difficulties of each area and the specific opportunities each 
affords.  They are developments of the earlier proposals and are based on 
good practice from other jurisdictions.  The proposals are a response to the 
difficulties facing Limerick City and are those judged to be the most realistic at 
the current time.  

While earlier plans and development briefs (e.g. Patrick Street-Ellen Street 
Development Brief 2004) did make their acknowledged contribution to the 
contents of the current plan the content of such plans required updating 
because of the new economic background, the new legislative and policy 
background caused by the amalgamation of the two local authorities and the 
addition of new infrastructure within the metropolitan area. In this regard the 
plan points out that the current traffic management initiatives had been put in 
place prior to the opening of the River Shannon Tunnel which has removed a 
large volume of traffic from the City centre (LEASP, p.53).  Facilitating 
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pedestrian usage of the City centre by managing traffic flows is an important 
element of the plan and this plan presents comprehensive proposals to 
address this issue (LESASP, pp. 91-96).  The management of traffic is central 
to accessibility in urban areas and these proposals have indicated the need 
for revised management which played a part in the selection of this plan in its 
current format.  

In short the selection of the current strategy has built on earlier efforts such as 
conventional land use plans (e.g. the series of city development plans), the 
successful outcome of the actions of the 2008 City Centre Plan and marks a 
fusion of conventional land use planning with the area specific actions of the 
LEASP. One alternative would have been to continue with conventional land 
use plans, which lacking the area specific focus and actions of the LEASP, 
would not be able to direct resources in the targeted fashion required.  
 
The time frame of the City Development Plan has been extended until the 
preparation of new Regional Planning Guidelines. This is necessary in that it 
will be the new RPGs, when prepared, that will indicate the population targets 
for the city. In the meantime, though the Mid-west Regional Authority is being 
reorganised it is necessary to extend the time frame of the City Development 
Plan to ensure that it continues to operate under the aegis of the current 
RPGs. As yet there is no date for the preparation of the new RPGs.   
 
Alternative Strategy Option 2- Continue with existing 2008 City Centre 
Strategy without the incorporation of the 2030 plan 
 
The outcome of earlier plans such as the Limerick City Centre Strategy 2008 
plan had indicated the potential of actions in selected parts of the city and 
while this has achieved impressive results, not least the board walks along the 
Shannon in the city centre, it was considered that actions on a larger scale 
would be necessary to reverse the decline of the city centre and they key 
areas identified in the 2030 LEASP. 
 
This is the advantage of the 2030 Plan in that with its range of targeted 
measures, it will be a better vehicle for guidance of resources to specific 
areas. It will also be a better means of working with other agencies to ensure 
that an integrated approach to investment will serve to revitalise the city. The 
link with the re-development of Colbert station is an example of this.  
 
Alternative Strategy Option 3- reliance on non- planning led initiatives to 
secure the revitalisation of the city centre, with non-modification of 
exiting land use plans.  
 
While the initiatives of other agencies, such as Iarnrod Eireann are indeed 
welcome they would tend to concentrate on areas that would be of specific 
interest to particular organisations and would lack the area based response 
that is the hall mark of the 2030 plan. The 2030 Plan, by proposing a larger 
development framework in conjunction with the policy support of the City 
Development Plan, provides a template which would avoid piecemeal 
responses to the issues facing the City.  
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9.0 Monitoring 

9.1 Introduction 
As part of the SEA process, measures envisaged for monitoring the likely 
significant effects of implementing the variation to the City plan must be 
included in the Environmental Report. The review of the City Plan 2010 will 
include monitoring of any significant environmental effects.   
 
Monitoring is often based on indicators, which measure changes in the 
environment, especially changes which are critical in terms of environmental 
quality.  The Department of Environment Heritage and Local Government 
SEA Guidelines state that indicators that can be easily and realistically 
measured should be used. “Environmental indicators are key statistics, which 
describe an environmental issue. Their purpose is to communicate 
information on environmental issues in a simplified manner and over time to 
create a benchmark against which future progress towards sustainable 
development can be measured. To be effective they should be representative 
of the issue and be based on scientifically valid information. In this manner 
they can support policy development and reflect the interrelationship between 
society, the economy and the environment.” 
 
Several kinds of indicators may be used to fulfil particular functions and 
measure the quality/quantity of environmental resources: 

1 State of the environment indicators reflect environmental quality, or 
quantity of physical and biological or chemical phenomenon; 

2 Stress indicators reflect development effects; 
3 Performance indicators may be used to evaluate long-term 

achievements in environmental management and protection; 
4 Sustainable development indicators introduce a new dimension to the 

provision of information, in that they seek to describe and measure key 
relationships between economic, social and environmental factors. 

 
In all cases, indicators should both quantify and simplify information, thereby 
making it more accessible to policy-makers and the public. 
 
Where new or improved monitoring measures come to light during the course 
of the updating or addition of section 28 guidelines they will inform monitoring 
for SEA, to ensure that monitoring of effects during the course of 
implementing the guidelines can be meaningful and effective. 
 
As the former City plan was subject to SEA there is an Environmental Report 
to inform the current SEA process. No monitoring had been carried out to date 
however.  
 
The following measures are proposed as part of this SEA process, to monitor 
the effects on the environment of implementing the variation incorporating the 
2030 plan, presented in terms of the achievement of the environmental 
protection objectives and the impact on the environmental factors that the 
SEA legislation requires to be considered. Measures include targets and 
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thresholds that determine where remedial action may be required in order to 
achieve that target and fulfil the environmental protection objective. 
 
 



Biodiversity, Flora, Fauna 

Environmental 
Objectives 
and 
Objectives in 
the Plan 

Indicators Responsible 

Authority 

Frequency 
of 

Monitoring 

Targets Remedial Action. 

B1: Protect, 
conserve and 
enhance 
habitats, 
species and 
areas of 
national  and 
local 
importance, 
including 
aquatic habitats 
and species 
and promote 
the sustainable 
management of  
ecological  
networks. 

Policies in the 
plan:  

LBR 8 9 and 
10.  

Conservation 
status of 
habitats and 
species as 
assessed 
under Article 
17 of the 
Habitats 
Directive. 
 
 
 
 

NPWS  
 
LCCC 
through 
planning 
applications 
and LAPs 
 
IFI 
 
 

Every 6 
years. Next 
report due in 
2014 
 
 
Development 
Plan Review 
following 
preparation 
of new 
Regional 
Planning 
Guidelines. 
 
 
 

Maintenance 
of favourable 
conservation 
status1

 

for all 
habitats and 
species 
protected 
under national 
and 
international 
legislation. 

Identification 
of sites of 
local 
biodiversity 
and ecological 
corridors 
 
 
 
 

Loss of favourable conservation 
status  of protected habitats and 
species. Altered zoning may be 
required in the case of the City 
plan. 
 
Enforcement action may also be 
required.  
 
 
 
 
 

B2: 
Preservation of 
the character of 
the historic built 
fabric 

 

Policies in the 
plan:  

BHA 9 13 14 15 
17 

 

 

Piecemeal 
decline in 
quality 

 
Area Offices. 
 
 
City and 
County 
Council 
Planning 
Section 
 

 
Development 
Plan Review 
following 
preparation 
of new 
Regional 
Planning 
Guidelines. 
 
 
 

 
Preservation 
of current 
ACAs.  

 
Monitoring of planning 
applications to ensure that none 
run counter to this aim. Review of 
objectives if they need to be 
strengthened.  

Population and Human Health 
Environmental 
Objectives 

Indicators Responsible 

Authority 

Frequency 
of 

Monitoring 

Targets Remedial 
action 
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P1:Facilitate a good 
standard of  quality 
of life for the City’s 
population  through 
ensuring high quality 
residential, 
recreational and 
working 
environments. 
 
Policies in Plan:  
 
SC7-10 RG1 TR10, 
R3 and 4 
 

Increase in employment 
opportunities, services 
and public amenity  areas, 
playgrounds and 
walkways within  the plan 
area 
 
 
Increase in the City 
population.  
 
Provision of walking 
routes and  cycling lanes 

 
LCCC 

Review of 
plan 
following 
preparation 
of new 
RPGs.  

Increase in 
employment 
opportunities, 
services and 
public 
amenity 
within 
Limerick and 
increase in  
population. 
 
 
Increase in 
length of 
cycle lanes 
and provision  
of riverside 
walkways 

Implementation 
of business 
support 
initiative with 
CEB. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Water 

Environmental 
Objectives 

Indicators Responsible 
Authority 

Frequency Targets Remedial Action 

W1:Achieve and 
maintain required 
water quality 
standards and 
reduce discharges of 
pollutants or 
contaminants to 
waters. 
 
Policies in the plan:  
 
WS 2, 4 and 5 
 
 
 

Water quality 
monitoring results by 
the EPA and by LCCC 
 
EPA data under Urban 
Waste Water 
Discharges in Ireland 
Population Equivalents 
Greater than 500 
persons - Reports for 
the Years 2008 and 
2009 and 2010-2011. 
 
Performance of WWTP 
in relation to conditions 
of licence of discharge 
licence.  

LCCC.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Protect and 
Restore 
areas 
identified in 
the River 
Basin District 
Management 
Plan required 
to achieve 
“good” 
status, i.e. 4+ 
for water 
quality by 
2021 in line 
with the 
Water 
Framework 
Directive 
objectives. 
 
No 
deterioration 
in levels of 
compliance 
with drinking 
water quality 
standards 
and 
maintenance 
of   national 

Consultants have 
been appointed 
to draw up plans 
for update of the 
WWTP.  
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average 
compliance 
rate. 
 
 
 

Soils 
Environmental 
Objectives 

Indicators Responsible 
Authority 

Frequency Targets Remedial 
action  

S1:Protect the 
quality of soils in the 
interests of avoiding 
environmental 
degradation in water 
quality and 
biodiversity. 
 
Objectives in Plan:  
 
EDS 6 7 and 9.  
 

Amounts of green field 
development.  

 

EDS 6 and 7 in particular 
promote brown field 
development which is the 
most basic tenet of spoil 
conservation in urban 
areas.  

 

LCCC Annual Concentrate 
development 
in the 
selected key 
areas  and 
on 
opportunity 
sites.  

Enforcement, 
where 
necessary.  

 
Air and Climate 

Environmental 
Objectives 

Indicators Responsible 
Body 

Frequency Targets Remedial Action  

AC1: to increase energy 
efficiency and the 
proportion of energy 
efficiency generated from 
renew able sources.  

 

Policies in Plan: EM14-
16, 19 and 20. 

Numbers of 
buildings 
being 
upgraded and 
insulated.  

 
LCCC 

Ongoing Increase in  
upgrades 
sources of 
energy 
production 
from 
renewable 
sources 

Non-attainment of 
targets set out in LCEA 
energy audit.  

 

Cultural Heritage 

C1  Protect and conserve 
features of archaeological 
heritage and their settings.  
 
Objectives In Plan:  
BHA 2,3,4,6,8,9,10.  
 
These make specific 
reference to the medieval 
walls and plot dimensions 
and historical streetscapes 
amongst other aspects of 
archaeological heritage.. 

Number of 
Monuments in 
the RMP and 
areas of 
archaeological 
potential 
which have 
been recorded 
or subject to 
exploration as 
a result of 
development. 
 
Number of 
archaeological 
monuments   
and their 
settings 

LCCC 
 
National 
Monuments 
Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To maintain 
and increase 
the number of 
archaeological 
features 
recorded and 
protected.  
 
 
 
No damage 
occurring to 
structures or 
monuments  
and their 
settings due 
to 
development. 

Damage to or loss of     
area of recorded 
monuments or their 
setting would result in 
enforcement actions 
being taken.  
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damaged  due 
to 
development. 

 
 

C2  Protect and conserve  
and promote the 
sustainable reuse  of 
architectural heritage. 
 
Objectives in Plan:BHA 
11,12,13, 17 
 
BHA 13 refers specifically 
to reuse of protected 
structures. 

Number  and 
conservation 
status of 
structures in 
RPS  
 
 
Number of 
buildings 
conserved  
and re-used 
for new 
development 
 
Number of 
protected 
structures   
damaged  due 
to 
development. 

 
 
LCCC 
 
DAHG  
 
NIAH 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
 
Ongoing 

To increase 
the number 
and maintain 
the 
conservation 
status of 
Protected 
Structures   
 
 

Damage to or loss of    
Protected Structures, 
to be dealt with by 
enforcement.  
 
 
 
 

Landscape 

Environmental 
Objectives 

Indicators Responsible 
Body 

Frequency Targets Remedial Action 

L1: Protect and conserve 
the quality, character and 
distinctiveness of the 
townscape of Limerickand 
minimise negative visual 
impacts.  
 
Policies in Plan;  
 
LBR 1 2 3 4 5 6  
LBR 3 refers to creation of 
landscape areas in the city. 
These are in Chapter 11.  
 

Quality of 
urban 
environment 
and halt in 
dereliction.  
 
Building 
height and 
design in the 
city.  

LCCC 
 

Ongoing Increase in 
quality of 
individual 
application.  
 

Enforcement through 
planning legislation 
and Derelict Sites Act.  

Material Assets 
MA1: Maintain the quality 
of and access to assets 
such as open spaces, 
water resources and all 
other physical and social 
infrastructure. 
 
Polices in the plan: LBR 
1,2 SC 7-10 

Access to 
public 
amenities and 
facilities. 

LCCC area 
office.  

Ongoing Increase in 
area of 
amenity space 
within the  
plan area 
 
Increased 
usage of River 
as a public 
amenity. 
 
Increased 
visitor 
numbers to 
cultural 
heritage sites.  

Enforcement where 
necessary and 
modification of 
objectives s if they are 
not judged strong 
enough.  
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Appendix 1.1 International Conventions & Agreements 
 

Topic 
 

Policy, Plan or 
Programme 

Objectives 

Biodiversity 
 

UN Convention of 
Biological 
Diversity (1992) 

Maintain and enhance 
biodiversity. 
 

 The Ramsar Convention 
The Convention on 
Wetlands of International 
Importance (1971 and 
amendments) 

Objectives include 
protection and 
conservation of wetlands, 
particularly those of 
importance to waterfowl as 
Waterfowl Habitat 

 European Union  
Directive (92/432/EEC) on 
the conservation of natural 
habitats and of wild flora 
and fauna 

Lists certain habitats and 
species that must be given 
protection. 

 European Communities 
(Natural Habitats) 
Regulations, SI 94/1997, 
as amended SI 233/1998 
and SI 378/2005 
SI 584/2011  
 

These Regulations give 
effect to 
Council Directive 
92/43/EEC on the 
conservation of natural 
habitats and of wild fauna 
and flora (Habitats 
Directive) and the Minister 
to designate special areas 
of conservation 
(endangered species 
and habitats of 
endangered species) as a 
contribution to an EU 
Community network to be 
known as NATURA 2000. 

 EU Directive  (EU/79/409) 
on the Conservation of 
Wild Birds 

Designation of Special 
Protection Areas for birds. 

 Appropriate Assessment 
of Plans and Projects in 
Ireland Guidance for 
Planning Authorities 
(2009) 

Guidance on carrying out 
AA on plans and Projects 
as required under Article 6 
of the Habitats Directive 

 National Biodiversity Plan 
2011 

To secure the 
conservation, including 
where possible the 
enhancement and 
sustainable use, of 
biological diversity in 
Ireland 

 European Communities 
Environmental Objectives 
(Freshwater Pearl Mussel) 
2009 

Measures to protect the 
conservation status of 
Freshwater Pearl Mussel 
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 Irish National Forest 
Standards (2000) 

Aims to ensure 
sustainable forest 
management 

 Ospar Convention (1992) 
The Convention for the 
Protection of the Marine 
Environment of the  North 
East Atlantic  

Protection of the Marine 
Environment 

 EU Marine Strategy 
Framework Regulations 
2011 
 
 

Aims to achieve good 
environmental status of 
the EU's marine waters by 
2021 and to protect the 
resource base upon which 
marine-related economic 
and social activities 
depend. 

 EU Freshwater Fish 
Directive (78/659/EEC) 

Objectives seek to protect 
those freshwater bodies 
identified by Member 
States as waters suitable 
for sustaining fish 
populations. For those 
waters it sets physical and 
chemical water quality 
objectives for salmonid 
waters and cyprinid 
waters. 

Water 
 

EU Water Framework 
Directive (2000/60/EC) 
2000 

Establishes a framework 
for community action in 
the field of water policy. 
Aims to prevent any 
deterioration in the status 
of any waters and to 
achieve at least “good 
status” in all waters by 
2015. 

 The Groundwater 
Directive 
(1980/68/EC) 1980 

Seeks to maintain and 
enhance the quality of all 
ground waters in the EU. 

 EU Urban Waste Water 
treatment directive 
(91/271/EEC) 1991 

Sets target dates for the 
provision of specified 
waste water treatment 
infrastructure and 
services. 

 EU Floods Directive 
(2007/60/EC) 

The Floods Directive 
applies to river basins and 
coastal areas at risk of 
flooding  and provides for 
the prevention and 
management of flood risk 
and preparation of Flood 
Risk Management Plans  

 DoEHLG Guidelines on 
Flood Risk Management 

Seeks to prevent 
development that is 
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and the Planning System  
(2009) 

sensitive to the effects of 
flooding in flood prone or 
marginal areas. Must not 
reduce the flood plain or 
restrict flow across 
floodplains. 

 The Nitrates Directive 
(91/676/EEC) 

This Directive has the 
objective of reducing water 
pollution caused or 
induced by nitrates from 
agricultural sources and 
preventing further such 
pollution. 

 Drinking Water Directive 
(80/778/EEC) as amended 
by Directive 98/83/EC 
 

The primary objective is to 
protect the health of the 
consumers in the 
European Union and to 
make sure drinking water 
is wholesome and clean. 

 The Local Government 
(Water Pollution) Act, 
1977 (Water Quality 
Standards for 
Phosphorous) 
Regulations, 1998 

Rivers of good quality to 
be retained as such, rivers 
of poor quality to be 
improved 

 European Communities 
Environmental Objectives 
(Surface Waters) 
Regulations, 2009 

Transposes into Irish law 
the measures needed to 
give effect to Article 4 of 
the Water Framework 
Directive relating to the 
protection of surface 
waters including the 
requirements of Directive 
2008/105/EC on 
environmental quality 
standards. 

 Managing Ireland’s Rivers 
and Lakes: Catchment 
based Strategy Against 
Pollution (1997) 

This document details a 
strategy to protect water 
quality against pollution by 
phosphorus from all 
sources. 

 River Basin Management 
Plans for River Basin 
Districts (RBDs) 

Seeks to establish an 
integrated monitoring and 
management 
system for all waters 
within an RBD, to develop 
a dynamic programme of 
management measures 
and to produce a River 
Basin Management Plan, 
which will be continually 
updated. 
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 Bathing Water Directive 
EC Directive 2006/7 EC  
Repeals existing Directive 
(71/160/EEC ) with effect 
from 31 December 2014 

Sets out standards for 
bathing water quality to 
protect health and the 
environment 

Human 
Health 
 

WHO Air Quality 
Guidelines (1999) and 
Guidelines for Europe 
(1987) 
Non Statutory 

Seeks to eliminate or 
minimise certain airborne 
pollutants for the 
protection of human 
health. 

 The Stockholm 
Convention (2001) 

Objectives seek to protect 
human health and the 
environment from 
Persistent organic 
pollutants (POPs). 

 The EU CAFÉ Programme 
Commission 
communication of 4 May 
2001 "The Clean Air for 
Europe (CAFE) 
Programme: 
Towards a Thematic 
Strategy for Air Quality". 

Seeks to prevent and 
reduce air pollution and 
impacts on human health 
from air pollution. 
 

 EU Shellfish Directive 
(79/923/EEC) 

Objectives seek to 
maintain those coastal and 
brackish waters, which 
need protection or 
improvement, in order to 
allow shellfish to develop 
and to contribute to the 
high quality of shellfish 
products intended for 
human consumption.  

 The EU Environment and 
Health Strategy 2004-
2010  

Seeks to prevent and 
reduce the impacts 
pollution on human health. 

 Environmental Noise 
Directive (2002/49/EC) 
Environmental Noise 
Regulations 2006 

Establishes a framework 
for environmental noise 
planning including 
environmental noise maps 
for designated areas and 
appropriate noise action 
plans. 

Climate / Air Kyoto Protocol (1997) Aim of the UN Protocol is 
to combat climate change. 
Industrialised countries will 
have to reduce their 
combined greenhouse gas 
emissions by a minimum 
of 8% by 2012. 

 Second European Climate 
Change Programme 
(ECCP II) 2005 

Seeks to develop the 
necessary elements of a 
strategy to implement the 
Kyoto protocol. 
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 White Paper on ‘European 
transport policy for 2010’, 
COM (2001) 370 

Seeks to develop a 
modern sustainable 
transport system. 

 “The IPPC Directive” 
Directive 96/61/EC 
concerning integrated 
pollution, prevention and 
control 

Seeks to minimise 
pollution and maximize 
resource efficiency in 
industry through licensing 
and guidance. 

 Ozone in Ambient Air 
Regulations 2004 (S.I. No. 
53 of 2004). 

Objectives include the 
reduction of certain 
airborne pollutants 
for the protection of 
human health and the 
environment. 

 “Air Framework Directive” 
Directive on Air Quality 
Assessment and 
Management (Framework 
Directive) (1996/62/EC) 

Seeks the prevention 
and/or reduction of 
airborne pollutants for the 
protection of human health 
and environment. 

 Directive on national 
emission ceilings for 
certain atmospheric 
pollutants 
(2001/81/EC) 

Seeks to limit the national 
emissions of certain 
airborne pollutants for the 
protection of human health 
and the environment. 

 EC Directive 2008/50/EC 
on ambient air quality and 
cleaner air for Europe 

Replaces the air 
framework directive and 
the first three daughter 
directives. Sets standards 
and target dates for 
reducing concentrations of 
fine particles, which are 
among the 
most dangerous pollutants 
for human health. 

 Adopting to climate 
change in Europe – 
options to EU action 
{SEC(2007) 849} 

Seeks to initiate a Europe-
wide public debated and 
consultation on developing 
responses to climate 
change at EU level 

 National Climate Change 
Strategy 2007-2012 

Established measures by 
which Ireland can meet its 
2008-2012 targets in 
respect to green house 
gas emissions 

 Delivering A Sustainable 
Energy Future for Ireland 

Government Energy Policy 
Framework  2007-2020 to 
deliver a sustainable 
energy future for Ireland.  

Cultural 
Heritage 
(Landscape 
Architecture 
Archaeology) 

European Landscape 
Convention 2000 
 

Encourages public 
authorities to adopt 
policies at local, national 
and international level to 
protect and manage 
landscapes. 
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 Policy Paper on Ireland's 
Landscape and the 
National Heritage, The 
Heritage Council, (2002) 

Policy paper sets out a 
vision for the Irish 
landscape to allow 
people to harness the 
landscape for economic 
benefit whilst 
acknowledging that in the 
long run such benefits can 
only be 
sustained through an 
appreciation and 
awareness of the 
contribution of that 
landscape to our quality of 
life. 

 Landscape and landscape 
and 
Assessment, Guidelines 
for Planning 
Authorities -2000 

Sets out how a landscape 
character assessment 
should be 
conducted. 

 Granada Convention for 
protection of the 
Architectural Heritage of 
Europe 1985 

Established common 
principles and strategy, 
informed Part IV of the 
2000 Planning and 
Development Act 2000-
2004 

 European Convention on 
protection of the 
Archaeological Heritage 
1992 

Requires that appropriate 
consideration be given to 
archaeological issues at 
all stages of the planning 
and development process 

 Architectural Heritage 
Protection- Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities 2004 

The protection of 
structures, or parts of 
structures, which are of 
special architectural, 
historical, archaeological, 
artistic, cultural, scientific, 
social, or technical 
interest, and; the 
preservation of the 
character of architectural 
conservation areas. 

 National Heritage Plan 
2002 

Plan forms the basis of a 
strategic approach to the 
protection 
and management of 
heritage up to 2007 

 National Inventory of 
Architectural 
Heritage 

To establish inventory of 
buildings of value 

 Framework and Principles 
for the Protection of the 
Archaeological 
Heritage (1999) 

This document sets out 
the archaeological policies 
and 
principles which should be 
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applied by all public 
bodies when undertaking 
or authorising 
development. 

Soil 2006 Proposal for an EC 
Directive establishing a 
framework for the 
protection of soil 

This has been abandoned. 

 Sewage Sludge Directive 
(86/278/EEC)  

To encourage  the use of 
sewage sludge in 
agriculture and to regulate 
its use in such a way as to 
prevent harmful effects on 
soil, vegetation, animals 
and man 

 Directive 2004/35/EC on 
Environmental Liability 
with regard to the 
prevention  and remedying 
environmental damage 

Prevention and 
remediation of 
environmental damage 

Sustainable 
Development 
 

Agenda 21 (1992). Action 
for Sustainable 
Development 
 

Aims to promote 
sustainable development 
at a local and regional 
level by taking into 
account environmental 
protection in the 
development process. 

 “The Gothenburg 
Strategy” 
Communication from the 
Commission on 
Sustainable Europe for a 
Better World” 2001 

Seeks to make the future 
development of the EU 
more sustainable. 
 

 The Sixth Environmental 
Action Programme (EAP) 
of the European 
Community 2002- 2012 
Statutory 

Seeks to make the future 
development of the EU 
more sustainable. 
 

 The SEA Directive 
(2001/42/EC) 
 
 

Objective is to provide for 
a high level of protection 
of the environment and to 
contribute to the 
integration of 
environmental 
considerations into the 
preparation and adoption 
of 
plans and programmes 
with a view to promoting 
sustainable 
development, by ensuring 
that, in accordance with 
this Directive, an 
environmental assessment 
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is carried out of certain 
plans and programmes 
which are likely to have 
significant effects on the 
environment. 

 Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities on Sustainable 
Rural Housing 2005 

To address the issue of 
sustainable rural housing 

 Sustainable Residential 
Development in Urban 
Areas 2008 

Addressing sustainable 
design and services in 
urban areas 

 Wind Energy Guidelines 
2006 

To ensure a consistency 
of approach in the 
identification of suitable 
locations for wind farm 
development and the 
treatment of planning 
applications for wind farm 
developments 

 Draft Framework for 
Sustainable Development 
for Ireland  2012 

The Framework will form a 
central element of 
Ireland’s contribution to 
the UN Conference on 
Sustainable Development 
(Rio+20) which takes 
place in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil in June 2012 

 Transport 21 (2005) Seeks to develop an 
integrated transport 
system across 
Ireland 

 Traffic Management 
Guidelines (2003) 

Provides guidance on a 
number of traffic 
management issues 
including public transport 

 Smarter Travel- A 
Sustainable Transport 
Future, A New Transport 
Policy  for Ireland 2009-
2020 

Promotion of sustainable  
transport. Limerick is a 
demonstration City in this 
regard. 

 Delivering A Sustainable 
Energy Future For Ireland  
_ The Energy Policy 
Framework 2007 – 2020 

Seeks to  reduce energy 
demand and energy 
related emissions 

 Directive 2004/35/EC on 
Environmental Liability 
with regard to the 
prevention and remedying 
environmental damage 

Seeks to  establish a 
common framework for the 
prevention and 
remediation of 
environmental damage 

Waste 
 

The Waste Framework 
Directive” Council 
Directive 75/442/EEC of 
15 July 1975 on waste 
“the Waste 

Seeks to minimise the 
quantities of waste 
production in the EU, 
reduce the environmental 
impacts from the 
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Framework Directive” and 
amending acts. 

management of these 
wastes and defines what 
constitutes a waste or 
hazardous waste. 

 “The Landfill Directive” 
Council Directive 
99/31/EC of 26 April 1999 
on the landfill of waste 
 
Also measures in relation 
to historic waste including 
2007 and 2008 regulations 

Seeks to reduce the 
environmental impact from 
the landfilling of waste & 
divert certain quantities 
and types of waste from 
European landfills. 

 “The WEE Directive” 
Directive 2002/96/EC of 
27 
January 2003 on waste 
electrical and electronic 
equipment 

See more environmentally 
sensitive management of 
waste electric and 
electronic equipment.  

 National Waste Prevention 
Programme 

Seeks to decouple waste 
generation from economic 
activity in Ireland 

Major 
Accidents 
 
 

EU Major Accident 
(Seveso) Directive 
(96/82/EC) 1996 

Seeks to avoid and 
minimize the effects of 
major accidents 
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Appendix 1.2 Plan objectives with assessment of their effects 
 
 
The polices are listed as they are outlined in the plan chapters are then 
assessed in the tables that follow.  Policies are contained within Chapters 2 to 
13. Environmental effects are categorised as being positive +, negative – or 
neutral =, together with comments where applicable.  
 
Chapter 2: Strategic Context 
 
 
Policy 
/Objective 

Chapter 2 Effects + Effects - Effects = 

SC1 It is the policy of the 
Council to have regard 
to National and 
Regional Plans, 
Policies and 
Guidelines in the 
Development Plan and 
implementation of the 
overall strategy for the 
development of 
Limerick City. 
 

+ensures 
compliance with 
higher tier 
plans.. 

  

 
 
Chapter 3: Economic Development Strategy 
Policy  Chapter 3  Effects + Effects - Effects = 
EDS1 It is the policy of 

Limerick City Council to 
co-operate with all 
agencies in the region 
to facilitate the 
implementation 
of the economic and 
investment strategy, in 
co-operation with other 
institutions and the 
private sector, placing 
particular emphasis on 
seeking to secure the 
economic development 
of the City. 

+ likely to 
ensure that all 
government 
agencies are 
involved 
including those 
with 
environmental 
responsibility 

 .  

EDS 2  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
facilitate the 
sustainable 
redevelopment of sites 
identified in the City 
Centre 
Strategy 

+ encourages 
re-development 
of brown field 
sites and 
sequential 
development  

  

EDS 3 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
facilitate the 

+ encourages 
re-development 
of brown field 
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sustainable 
development of the 
Limerick Docklands as 
a Strategic 
Employment location 
within the City 

sites 

EDS 4 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
facilitate the 
regeneration agency in 
accordance with an 
approved masterplan. 

+ encourages 
re-development 
of brown field 
sites and social 
inclusion 

  

EDS 5 It is the policy of the 
City Council to actively 
promote the 
implementation of 
ongoing initiatives in 
Urban Renewal by 
the Government 

+ encourages 
re-development 
of brown field 
sites 

  

EDS 6 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
mobilise the potential 
of brownfield sites in 
the City. 

+ encourages 
re-development 
of brown field 
sites 

  

EDS 7  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
prepare plans for urban 
renewal and 
sustainable 
development for areas 
in 
need of renewal and 
regeneration especially 
urban renewal of the 
City Centre and to 
pursue the 
implementation of 
that plan with the 
utmost vigour. 

+ complements 
2030Plan 

  

EDS 8 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
support the 
development of a high 
quality energy and 
broadband network 
for the city and the 
region. 

  = 

EDS 9  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
maintain an up to date 
Derelict Sites Register 
and to implement the 
provisions 
of the Derelict Sites Act 
1990 to remove these 
sites from dereliction 

+ may combat 
dereliction 

  

EDS 10 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
facilitate Business 
Improvement Districts 

  = 
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(BIDs) within the City. 
EDS 11 It is the policy of 

Limerick City Council to 
facilitate and 
encourage the 
development of retail 
offices in the City 
Centre 
and to support the 
development of retail 
offices serving a local 
function in District, 
Neighbourhood and 
Local Centres 
commensurate with the 
service function of the 
centre. 
 

= encourages 
sequential 
development 

  

EDS 12 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
support the 
development of the 
City Centre as the 
primary location for 
higher order general 
office development in 
the City and Region. 
Any scale of general 
office is acceptable in 
the 
Commercial Core Area, 
while general offices 
over 400m² will be 
acceptable in mixed 
use zones 

+ favours 
sequential  
development 
and also 
complements 
the contents of 
the retail 
strategy. 
Consistent with 
Development 
Plan guidelines 
2007.  

  

EDS 13 It is the policy Limerick 
City Council that 
general office units 
over 400m² will be 
acceptable in principle 
in suburban 
industrial zones, with 
due consideration 
given to the 
development of high 
quality public transport 
in determining the 
capacity of these 
locations to take more 
intensive office 
development. General 
offices will be open for 
consideration 
in District Centres, to a 
scale appropriate to 
each centre. 
 

  =  

EDS 14 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
support the 

+ will encourage 
development in 
the city core and 
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development of high 
technology businesses 
in the Commercial 
Core Area and 
Docklands. 

older industrial 
areas- the 
docklands.  

EDS 15 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
support the 
development of 
research and 
development activities 
linked to 
higher level education 
activities in the City. 

  = 

EDS 16 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
protect sufficient areas 
for light industry in 
order to maintain an 
adequate 
supply of light industrial 
space and employment 
in order to help ensure 
a diverse range of 
employment 
opportunities 
in the City 

   

EDS 17 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
ensure that all 
significant commercial 
leisure developments 
are located in 
accordance with a 
sequential test 
approach. The priority 
will be City Centre 
locations, followed by 
edge of centre, then 
district centres and 
neighbourhood 
centres. The availability 
of a choice of transport 
modes will be essential 

+ emphasises 
sequential 
development. 

  

EDS 18  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
recognise the 
contribution of the 
major education and 
health institutions in 
Limerick City to the 
overall economy of the 
City and their role in 
training, innovation and 
research and to 
support their 
continued operation 
and, where 
appropriate, expansion. 

  = while it 
encourages 
such 
development it 
is not going to 
have a huge 
environmental 
effect. 

EDS 19 It is the policy of + encourages   



 

87 
 

Limerick City Council 
that specialist medical 
services should be 
located in the City 
Centre or District, 
Neighbourhood or 
Local Centres and will 
not normally be 
permitted in other 
locations. 

sequential 
development  

EDS 20 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
where a use exists as a 
non-conforming use, to 
facilitate their 
continued operation 
provided they do not 
seriously detract from 
the zoning objectives 
for the area or from 
residential or other 
amenities in the vicinity 
of the development. 

  =  

EDS 21 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
permit home-based 
economic activities 
where, by virtue of their 
nature and 
scale, they can be 
accommodated without 
detriment to the 
amenities of residential 
areas. 

+ may serve to 
reduce 
commuting and 
perhaps lead to 
the development 
of local 
economies.  

  

EDS 22 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
promote and 
encourage the 
development of ‘Live-
work’ units capable of 
accommodating home-
based economic 
activities in areas 
around the City Centre 
and other sustainable 
development 
locations. 

+ complements 
EDS 21 

  

 
Chapter 4 Retail 
 
Policy Chapter 4 Effects + Effects - Effects = 
R1 It is the policy of 

Limerick City Council to 
include the Mid-West 
Retail Strategy in 
current and future 
development 
plans together with 
appropriate objectives 

 + encourages 
sequential 
development 
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that will secure its 
proper implementation 

R2 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
have regard to the 
Retail Planning 
Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities, in 
determining planning 
applications for retail 
development. 

+ ensures 
compliance with 
higher tier plans 

  

R3 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
ensure that Limerick 
City Centre remains as 
the primary retail 
location within 
the Mid-West Region. 
In this regard the City 
Council will require all 
out of City Centre large 
retail proposals to 
demonstrate that they 
will not impact 
negatively on the 
vitality and viability of 
the City Centre by 
means of a sequential 
test. 

+ consistent with 
retail and RPG 
guidelines 

  

R4 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
facilitate a major retail 
development within the 
City Centre. In order to 
allow 
the city centre to 
recapture trade which it 
has lost to other retail 
schemes across 
metropolitan Limerick 
and to reconfirm 
its position as the 
dominant retail location 
in the region. 

+ consistent with 
all retail policies 
above. 

  

R5 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
work in co-operation 
with the adjacent local 
authorities to ensure a 
balanced 
pattern of retail 
provision in 
accordance with 
National policy. 

+ ensures 
regional support  

  

R6 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
adopt a proactive 
stance to help 
assemble sites to 
facilitate development 

  = consistent with 
2030 plan 
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on 
complex urban sites. 

R7 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
facilitate the limited 
extension of the 
Roxboro Shopping 
centre in the context 
of an approved 
masterplan for the 
regeneration of the 
South Hill/Ballinacurra 
Weston Area subject to 
a sequential test. 

  = 

R8 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
support the provision of 
modern convenience 
goods stores of an 
appropriate 
scale, and associated 
retail and service units 
to enable these centres 
to meet the day to day 
needs of their local 
catchment population. 

  = 

R9 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council to 
require that all 
applications for retail 
development are 
accompanied by a 
retail 
needs assessment 
which in the case of 
larger developments 
located outside the city 
centre include a 
sequential test. 
 

 -This policy 
might be used to 
justify out of 
centre 
development 

 

 
 
Policy Chapter 5 Effects + Effects - Effects = 
TR1 It is the policy of 

Limerick City 
Council to 
implement the 
objectives and 
strategies of the 
National 
Development Plan, 
Transport 21, 
Smarter Travel and 
any other transport 
plans that may arise 
during the lifetime of 
this development 
plan including the 
proposals contained 

+ 
Complements 
the 2030 plan 
and the 
provisions of 
national plans 
and strategies.  
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in Mid-West Area 
Strategic Plan and 
Public Transport 
Feasibility study. 

TR2  It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to promote 
and deliver a 
sustainable and 
integrated 
transportation and 
land 
use management 
system for Limerick 
City. Limerick City 
Council will 
complete and 
implement the 
recommendation 
of the Mid-West 
Area Strategic Plan 
(MWASP). 

+ see above   

TR3  It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to co-
operate with all 
Public Transport 
agencies in 
developing a high 
quality 
public transport 
system. Limerick 
City Council will 
safeguard lands 
required or likely to 
be required for the 
transportation needs 
of the city, including 
lands required for 
new roads, bridges 
and railway lines 

= ensures 
coordinated 
approach to 
transport 
issues.  

  

TR4 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to promote 
public transport 
interchange at 
strategic locations 
throughout the 
City. An interchange 
can be a very high 
quality facility that 
facilitates the 
transfer between 
modes of transport 
such 
as bus, taxi bicycle 
and rail at Colbert 
Station or it can be 
physical locations 
that provide access 

+ the planning 
application at 
Colbert Station 
is a concrete 
means of 
achieving this 
aim-see main 
body of ER. 
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to the public 
transport 
system. 

TR5 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to maintain 
and enhance the 
planning, design and 
maintenance of the 
transportation and 
roads infrastructure 
in the City to ensure 
improved safety, 
promote economic 
growth, social 
inclusion and 
amenity for all road 
users. 

  = 

TR6 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to require a 
Mobility 
Management Plan 
for any development 
that the Council 
considers will have 
significant trip 
generation and 
attraction rates at 
peak hours or 
throughout the day 
and where 
the utilization of 
existing or proposed 
public transport may 
be employed to 
good effect. 
 

+ has the 
potential to 
encourage 
public 
transport 
usage by 
those availing 
of the planning 
system 
However this 
should be 
qualified by 
the caveat that 
the public 
transport 
capacity might 
not exist.  

  

TR7 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to provide 
an efficient traffic 
management control 
system for Limerick 
City as 
part of an integrated 
and sustainable 
transport system by: 
• Continuing to 
expand and improve 
the urban traffic 
control system 
installed since 2002. 
• Providing systems 
for monitoring and 
controlling traffic. 
• Introduce the City 
Centre Orbital Route 
System as 
recommended in the 

+ may be used 
to update 
traffic 
management 
as put forward 
in the 2030 
Plan.  
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City Centre Orbital 
Route Report. 
• Review junction 
capacity on 
congested junctions 
and provide more 
efficient junctions 
and junction 
management 
systems. 
• Provide where 
necessary and 
implement 
recommended 
localised traffic 
studies for the relief 
of congestion. 
• Update the 
Limerick City Traffic 
Management Report 
to take account of 
developments and 
policy change 

TR8 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to 
implement traffic 
calming measures in 
appropriate areas 
throughout the City. 

  = 

TR9  It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to prioritize 
the provision of safe 
facilities for 
Pedestrians and 
Cyclists throughout 
the City. 

+ consistent 
with MWASP, 
Smarter Travel 
and 2030 
Plan.  

  

TR10 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to construct 
the inner orbital 
route to facilitate the 
efficient movement 
of traffic 
around the City 
Centre and 
streetscape 
enhancement works 
including street 
pedestrianisation 
and pedestrian 
priority 
schemes. 

+ consistent 
with MWASP, 
Smarter Travel 
and 2030 
Plan.  

  

TR11 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to enhance 
the traffic 
management 
provision by: 

  = 
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• Updating and 
expanding the Urban 
Traffic Control 
System for 
managing traffic flow 
through the City 
Centre. 
• Installing CCTV on 
all major 
intersections in the 
city to assist with the 
monitoring and 
control of traffic flow. 
• That all traffic 
management and 
traffic calming 
schemes be 
designed and 
constructed as per 
Department of 
Transport guidelines 
embracing the 
philosophy of 
catering for all road 
users by managing 
the road network so 
that 
fair access is 
afforded to all. 
• That special speed 
limits be provided 
where deemed 
necessary to 
enhance road safety 
and contribute to 
more 
efficient traffic 
management. 

TR12 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to enhance 
the traffic 
management 
provision by: 
• Ensuring that 
controlled pedestrian 
crossing facilities at 
all major crossing 
points have an 
audible signal and 
tactile 
paving to assist the 
visually impaired 
person to safely 
negotiate the 
crossing. 
• Ensuring that all 
new uncontrolled 
crossing facilities 
provided in the City 

  = 
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be provided with 
suitably designed 
facilities 
including dishing, 
tactile paving or 
table tops as 
appropriate. 

TR13 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to provide 
and improve signage 
at locations 
throughout the City 
where the 
provision of signage 
is warranted. 

  = 

TR14 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to control 
the provision of on-
street and off-street 
car parking in the 
City Centre. 
In this regard it is the 
policy of Limerick 
City Council to 
provide for short 
term shopping and 
business parking 
requirements and for 
the need of local 
residents, rather 
than long-term 
commuter parking 
requirements. 

  = 

TR15 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to provide 
facilities for on-street 
Taxis, mini buses 
and tour buses, at 
appropriate 
locations and to 
facilitate the 
provision for 
minibus/taxi/hackney 
transport to provide 
a feeder service to 
public 
transport corridors 
and to encourage 
the provision of taxi 
ranks at appropriate 
locations including 
the main rail and 
bus station. 

  = 

TR16 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to provide 
loading bays in the 

  = 
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City Centre at 
appropriate locations 
to facilitate 
loading and 
unloading for 
businesses and for 
new development to 
require that 
appropriate loading 
and unloading 
facilities are 
provided for the day 
to day function of the 
development. 

TR17 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to promote 
road safety and to 
avoid the creation of 
traffic hazards. The 
City 
Council will continue 
to implement its 
policy of providing 
low cost safety 
measures at 
locations to improve 
safety on 
the road network as 
resources permit. 

  = 

TR18 It is the policy of 
Limerick Council to 
liaise with the 
National Roads 
Authority (NRA) and 
Limerick County 
Council to 
promote the 
provision of an 
additional road link 
for N20/N21 traffic 
accessing the City 
from the Southern 
Ring Road. 
In this regard there 
is a need to provide 
this access as a 
result of the layout of 
the Rosbrien 
Interchange. 

  = 

TR19 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to facilitate 
the provision of Park 
& Ride facilities as 
part of the 
sustainable traffic 
management system 
for the City. 

+ should serve 
to reduce car 
traffic 

  

TR20 It is the policy of + should serve   
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Limerick City 
Council to facilitate 
the provision of Park 
& Stride/Cycle 
facilities as part of 
the sustainable 
traffic management 
system for the City. 
 

to reduce car 
traffic 

TR21 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to landscape 
and plant along 
roads when new 
roads are under 
construction 
or as improvement 
schemes are 
undertaken as 
resources permit. 
Landscaping 
schemes based on 
native species as 
far as possible will 
be designed to 
soften the visual 
impact of the road 
and enhance its 
appearance, with 
due regard 
being given to the 
achievement of road 
safety. 

   

TR22 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to landscape 
and plant along 
roads when new 
roads are under 
construction 
or as improvement 
schemes are 
undertaken as 
resources permit. 
Landscaping 
schemes based on 
native species as 
far as possible will 
be designed to 
soften the visual 
impact of the road 
and enhance its 
appearance, with 
due regard 
being given to the 
achievement of road 
safety. 

  = 

TR23 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to develop a 

  = 
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policy for the 
management and 
regulation of under-
street space 
and services to 
ensure optimum use 
of available space 
for the economic life 
of the City. 

TR24 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to take in 
charge completed 
residential 
developments in line 
with the adopted 
‘Taking in Charge 
Policy’ of Limerick 
City Council and in 
accordance with the 
terms of Section 180 
of the Planning & 
Development Act 
2000-2008 and 
Section 11 of the 
Roads Act 1993 and 
what ever legislation 
may come into force 
during the life of this 
plan. 
 

   

TR25 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to promote 
and to encourage 
the supply of 
facilities for the 
supply of energy 
to vehicles from 
proven alternatives 
to fossil fuels. It this 
respect this may 
involve the provision 
of on street charging 
points for electric 
vehicles or facilities 
for the discharge of 
Bio-Fuels. 

+ encourages 
an alternative 
to fossil fuels 

  

TR26 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to ensure 
that its public realm 
is universally 
accessible. 

  = 

 
Chapter 6 Housing.  
 
Policy  Chapter 6  Effects + Effects -  Effects = 
H1  It is the policy of   = of more 



 

98 
 

Limerick City 
Council to prepare 
and implement the 
Joint Housing 
Strategy in 
partnership with 
the 
Limerick and Clare 
County Councils. 

social than 
environmental 
benefit.  

H2 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to ensure 
that sufficient land 
is zoned to meet 
the housing 
requirements of 
the City over the 
lifetime of the Plan. 

+ should ensure 
adequate land 
to promote 
development 
within the city 
area, where 
adequate 
infrastructure 
exists 

  

H3 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to 
encourage the 
establishment of 
sustainable 
residential 
communities by 
ensuring that a mix 
of housing and 
apartment types, 
sizes and tenures 
is provided within 
the City. 

  = 

H4 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to have 
regard to the 
policies and 
objectives of the 
following 
Strategies and 
Plans: 
Sustainable 
Residential 
Development in 
Urban Areas 
(DEHLG 2008) 
Urban Design 
Manual – A Best 
Practice Guide 
(DEHLG 2008) 
Quality Housing for 
Sustainable 
Communities 
(DEHLG 2007) 
Policy H.5 
It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to promote 
increased density 

+ ensures 
compliance with 
best practice.  

  

H5 It is the policy of + maximises  .  
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Limerick City 
Council to promote 
increased density 
where appropriate 
to do so, having 
regard to the 
existing or 
proposed public 
transport provision 
and proximity to 
the City Centre. 

population 
within the area 
of public 
transport routes 
which would 
mean that it 
would be used 
more frequently 

H6 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to ensure 
a balance between 
the reasonable 
protection of 
existing residential 
amenities, the 
established 
character of the 
area, and the need 
to provide for 
sustainable 
residential 
development. 

  = of social 
and amenity 
rather than 
environmental 
benefit 

H7 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to 
encourage and 
promote the 
development of 
joint venture 
housing schemes 
with private 
developers and 
voluntary housing 
associations to 
provide sites or 
residential units on 
lands acquired 
either 
as part of its 
overall housing 
programme or in 
connection with the 
clearance of 
derelict sites and 
obsolete areas 

+ may help with 
dereliction.  

  

H8 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to facilitate 
the voluntary 
sector in the 
provision of social 
housing, especially 
for those with 
special needs. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental  

H9 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
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Council to 
implement the 
recommendations 
of ‘Good Practice 
in Housing 
Management: 
Guidelines for local 
Authorities, 2007’ 
and to evaluate its 
success on an 
annual basis in 
conjunction with 
the associated 
agencies tasked 
with the provision 
of Social Housing. 

environmental 

H10 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to provide 
support for existing 
resident and 
voluntary group 
organisations 
through the 
implementation of 
the ‘Management 
in Partnership- the 
City Estates 
Management 
Strategy’. Such 
assistance to 
include housing 
management and 
tenancy training 
courses, the 
development of 
residents charters, 
and 
the provision of 
rental and financial 
incentives to 
further the 
maintenance of 
housing estate 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 

H11 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to continue 
to support the 
concept of 
independent living 
for older people 
through the 
provision of 
specific purpose-
built 
accommodation. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 

H12 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to meet 
the housing needs 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
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of persons with 
special needs both 
by direct provision 
of accommodation 
and by facilitating 
the provision of 
housing by the 
Voluntary Sector. 

H13 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to continue 
to implement the 
Disabled Persons 
Grant Scheme to 
provide the 
means for disabled 
persons to carry 
out adaptations to 
their dwellings to 
better meet their 
accommodation 
needs 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 

H14 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to provide 
assistance to the 
voluntary sector for 
the effective 
management of 
Homeless 
Accommodation 
and facilities. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 

H15 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to provide 
assistance to the 
voluntary sector for 
the effective 
management of 
Homeless 
Accommodation 
and facilities. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 

H16 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to 
implement the ‘5 
Year Traveller’s 
Accommodation 
Programme’ to 
meet the 
needs of the local 
community. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 

 
Chapter 7 Regeneration. 
 
Policy Chapter 7 Effects + Effects - Effects = 
RG1  It is the policy of 

Limerick City 
Council to support 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
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the implementation 
of the Regeneration 
Programme in a 
coordinated 
and sustainable 
manner and to co-
operate with the 
Regeneration 
Agencies and the 
other agencies in 
the Region to 
deliver the goals 
and objectives set 
out in the 
Regeneration 
Programme. 

RG2 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to zone the 
regeneration areas 
in a flexible manner 
to facilitate the 
delivery of 
the master plans. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 

 
Chapter 8 Social and Community.  
 
Policy  Chapter 8  Effects +  Effects -  Effects  = 
SC1 City 
Development 
Board.  

It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to 
support the 
Limerick City 
Development 
Board in the 
sustainable 
implementation 
of its economic, 
social and 
cultural strategy 
for the City. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit. The City 
development 
board are now 
gone. This 
policy should be 
changed to 
support of the 
Local 
employment 
office.  

SC2 Education It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to 
support the 
provision of 
education and 
training facilities 
to serve the 
needs 
of the City and 
the Region. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit. 

SC3 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to 
support the 
sustainable 
development of 
third level 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit. 
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institutions in 
the City. 

SC4 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to 
ensure that 
school and 
college sites are 
made available 
in accordance 
with 
the code of 
practice for 
Planning 
Authorities 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit. 

SC5 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to 
support the 
concept of multi-
campus style 
school facilities. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit. 

SC6 Health 
services 

It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to 
support the 
provision of 
medical facilities 
within the City 
boundary. 

+ would promote 
the location of 
such facilities in 
central location 
which by 
encouraging 
proximity to 
each other 
would create 
opportunities for 
cooperation and 
critical mass for 
a regionally 
important 
medical service.  

  

SC7 Childcare It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to 
encourage the 
provision of 
childcare 
facilities in 
appropriate 
locations, 
including 
residential 
areas, City 
Centre and 
neighbourhood 
centres, in areas 
of employment 
and educational 
institutions and 
convenient to 
public transport 
nodes. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

SC8 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
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Council to 
encourage the 
provision of a 
range of 
community 
facilities across 
the City, 
which cater for 
all age groups 
and various 
community 
activities. 

environmental 
benefit 

SC9 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council that 
large scale 
facilities should 
be located in the 
City centre 
where they can 
be accessed by 
citizens. 

  = dependant on 
both adequate 
public transport 
capacity and 
park and ride 
facilities which 
are not yet in 
place.  

SC10 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council to work 
in cooperation 
with relevant 
organizations to 
reduce the 
extent of social 
exclusion across 
the City. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit. 

 
Chapter 9 Arts, Culture, Creativity and Tourism.  
 
Policy Chapter 9  Effects + Effects 

- 
Effects = 

ACT1  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to integrate and 
support the continued 
advancement, 
participation and 
collaboration of Arts 
services in the City. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT2  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to support the further 
development of 
Limerick as a Centre 
for Arts, in all its 
forms, and to support 
the continued 
advancement of the 
Arts in Limerick (as 
outlined in the Limerick 
Integrated Arts 
Strategy). 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT3 It is the policy of   = of social 
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Limerick City Council 
to support and facilitate 
the aims of the current 
Limerick Integrated 
Arts 
Strategy, 2002, and 
any subsequent Arts 
Strategy. 

benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT4 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to review and update 
the action areas set out 
by the Integrated Arts 
Strategy 
where necessary. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT5 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to investigate the 
possibility of the 
provision of spaces for 
artists in suitable 
buildings to live, work 
& exhibit. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT6 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to establish a formal 
funding application 
process, through the 
Arts Service, to 
support the work of 
individual artists and 
artist organisations 
operating in Limerick 
City. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT7 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to work with the 
relevant organisations 
to promote, maintain 
and expand high 
quality Arts 
Infrastructure in 
Limerick City. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT8 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to require Arts and 
Culture Infrastructure 
to be integrated into 
large scale 
re/development of key 
sites in the City Centre 
area which include 
lands in the Georgian 
Quarter, the Medieval 
Quarter, 
the Riverside Area, in 
or near John’s Square, 
the Railway Area and 
the Docklands. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT9 It is the policy of   = of social 
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Limerick City Council 
to facilitate and 
encourage the 
provision of new and 
improved Arts and 
Culture 
facilities in the City with 
consideration given to 
district or 
neighbourhood centres 
where deemed more 
appropriate. 

benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT10 It is the Policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to encourage large-
scale development 
schemes throughout 
the City to 
incorporate works of 
public art as detailed in 
the ‘Per Cent for Art’ 
Scheme 

+ has the 
potential to 
improve the 
public realm 

  

ACT11 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to ensure that all 
construction projects 
undertaken by the City 
Council, which 
are supported by 
government funding, 
will be considered for 
the ‘Per Cent for Art’ 
Scheme. 

+ has the 
potential to 
improve the 
public realm.  

  

ACT12 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to promote local 
heritage by 
encouraging the use of 
local place-names or 
geographical, historical 
or cultural names in the 
naming of new building 
developments citywide 
and continuing to 
support 
sustainable/appropriate 
river-based heritage 
throughout the City. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT13 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to protect heritage 
buildings through the 
proper planning and 
sustainable 
development of City of 
Limerick. 

+ has the 
potential to 
improve the 
public realm.  

  

ACT14 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to ensure the 
protection of heritage 

+ has the 
potential to 
improve the 
public realm.  
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objects and respect 
their settings as 
appropriate 

ACT15 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
through its museums to 
collect, record, and 
preserve objects and 
associated 
information relating to 
the City’s and 
surrounding areas 
past. Such information 
is for the public’s 
benefit and 
enjoyment now and 
into the future. 
Therefore Limerick City 
Council will continue to 
support 
Museum/Archive 
facilities 
in the City which allow 
us to provide the 
highest standards of 
genealogical research, 
client service and 
genealogical 
records management. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT16 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
through its Art Gallery, 
to display, extend and 
maintain the gallery’s 
permanent 
collection, provide 
artists with 
opportunities to 
experiment, develop 
and display their work, 
and to provide local, 
national and 
international audiences 
with a wide range of 
quality contemporary 
visual art practice. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT17 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to continue to support 
and to expand theatre 
facilities in the City 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT18 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to encourage and 
support the 
development of a 
Cinema in Limerick 
City Centre. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT19 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
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to develop, expand and 
deliver a quality Library 
Service to Limerick 
City and to 
promote the library as 
a vibrant service 
capable of meeting the 
challenges of change 
in information, 
education, 
recreation and culture. 

environmental 
benefit 

ACT20 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to support the 
expansion and 
intensification of 
sporting facilities and 
events in 
the City and support 
the diversification of all 
sporting venues to 
allow for the 
accommodation of all 
types of sport, 
entertainment and 
cultural events. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT21 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to support the growing 
number of sports, 
sport-facilities, sport-
events, sport 
participants, volunteers 
and personalities in 
Limerick through its 
varied services. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT22 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to promote the 
maritime heritage of 
the City 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT23 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to support the 
expansion and 
intensification of the 
Creative Industries in 
Limerick 
though the use of 
appropriate guiding 
documents and 
studies. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT24 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to facilitate the 
establishment of 
incubators for start up 
creative businesses 
within 
the City in conjunction 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 



 

109 
 

with all interested 
bodies 

ACT25 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to facilitate the 
establishment of 
incubators for start up 
creative businesses 
within 
the City in conjunction 
with all interested 
bodies. 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT26 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to support and develop 
the creative industries 
in the City through the 
use of 
initiatives to promote 
and support their work 

  = of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

ACT27 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to facilitate and 
encourage sustainable 
tourism development 
which is based on 
and reflects the City’s 
distinctive history and 
environment and it will 
promote diversification 
and innovation in the 
Tourism sector e.g. 
supporting business 
and culinary tourism. 
 

+ has the 
potential to 
improve the 
public realm 

  

ACT28 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to seek to provide a 
series of themed trails, 
in particular walking 
trails that focus 
on historic parts of the 
City or other themes to 
guide and facilitate 
visitors 

+ has the 
potential to 
improve the 
public realm 

  

ACT 29 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to encourage the 
continual provision of 
and improvements to 
the quality of a 
range of 
accommodation, 
attractions, and visitor 
services available 
Citywide. 

+ has the 
potential to 
improve the 
public realm 

  

ACT 30 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to support increased 
access to visitor 

+ has the 
potential to 
improve the 
public realm 
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attractions by 
supporting extended 
opening hours of 
tourist facilities where 
deemed appropriate. 

and improve 
access to 
amenities.  

ACT 31 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to facilitate the 
redevelopment of King 
John’s Castle and 
Nicholas Street as a 
tourist destination. 
 

+ has the 
potential to 
improve the 
public realm 
and improve 
access to 
amenities 

  

ACT 32 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to promote integrated 
and well informed 
tourist signage 
throughout the City 
in an attractive and 
well designed manner. 

+ has the 
potential to 
improve the 
public realm 
and reduce 
visual clutter.  

  

ACT 33 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to support and develop 
existing festivals and 
encourage the 
establishment of 
new festivals and 
events on a yearly 
basis. 

= of social 
benefit rather 
environmental 
benefit 

  

ACT 34 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
through land use 
zoning, policies and 
objectives, to protect 
and enhance the 
Tourism and Cultural 
amenities of the City 
including the 
conservation, 
protection and 
enhancement of 
Limerick City’s 
natural, built and 
cultural heritage. 
Limerick City Council 
will seek to protect the 
natural and built 
environment which 
forms the basis of the 
City’s attractiveness for 
tourists. 

+ has the 
potential to 
improve the 
public realm 
and improve 
access to 
amenities.  

  

ACT 35 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to promote and 
develop cultural 
quarters in the City and 
in particular, John’s 
Square, the Georgian 
Quarter, the 

+ has the 
potential to 
improve the 
public realm 
and improve 
access to 
amenities. 
Needs to be 

.   
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Commercial Core, the 
Medieval Quarter and 
the Docklands. 

done 
sensitively.  

 
Chapter 10 Built Heritage and Archaeology.  
 
Policy  Chapter 10  Effects +  Effects 

- 
Effects = 

BHA1 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to implement a 
‘Limerick City 
Heritage Plan’ 
addressing the 
Natural, Built and 
Cultural Heritage 
within the City during 
the lifetime of the City 
Development Plan. 

+ has the potential 
to improve the 
public realm and 
improve access to 
amenities 

  

BHA 2 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to protect and 
enhance the 
archaeological value 
of the sites (and their 
settings) 
located within the 
‘Zone of Archaeology 
Potential’ and all other 
features listed in the 
Sites and Monuments 
Record 
(SMR). 

+ in line with 
relevant 
legislation.  

  

BHA3 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to require 
Archaeological Impact 
Assessment be 
carried out on all 
development 
proposals that are 
likely to impact upon 
in-situ archaeological 
structures or deposits 
within the Zone of 
Archaeology 
Potential and / or 
within areas of 
archaeological 
importance as 
identified through the 
National Monuments 
Record 
(SMR – Appendix II). 

+ in line with 
relevant 
legislation 

  

BHA 4  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to protect Limerick’s 
historic street pattern, 
and in particular, seek 

+ in line with 
relevant 
legislation 
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to conserve 
and enhance the 
laneways within the 
setting of the 
streetscape and seek 
to retain and protect 
historic building lines 
and traditional plot 
widths where these 
derive from medieval 
origins. 

BHA 5  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to require a detailed 
Archaeological 
Survey of buildings 
proposed for 
demolition, 
where in the opinion 
of the City Council 
medieval fabric may 
be present. 

+ helps to 
conserve 
medieval remains.  

  

BHA 6  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to secure preservation 
in-situ of the historic 
medieval city walls as 
identified in 
the Conservation and 
Management Plan for 
Limerick City Walls, 
2008, and will have 
regard to the 
preservation and 
enhancement of the 
line of the city wall 
when considering 
development 
proposals in its 
vicinity. Disturbance, 
removal 
and alteration of the 
line of the city wall will 
not be permitted 

+ helps to 
conserve 
medieval remains.  

  

BHA 7 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to improve public 
awareness and 
increase knowledge 
and appreciation of 
the 
Medieval City Walls. 
This will be achieved 
through the 
implementation of the 
recommendations of 
the Conservation 
& Management Plan 
for Limerick City 
Walls, 2008 and any 

+ helps to 
conserve 
medieval remains 
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applications for 
funding to undertake 
restoration works 
will be strongly 
supported 

BHA 8 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to protect and 
enhance historic 
burial grounds and 
settings 

+   

BHA 9 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
that all development 
proposals for 
industrial buildings 
and sites of industrial 
archaeological 
importance must be 
accompanied by an 
Archaeological and 
Architectural 
Assessment of the 
building(s) 
and 
curtilage/surrounding 
environment 

+ should help to 
reserve this 
aspect of Limerick 
heritage.  

  

BHA 10  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
that all development 
proposals which will 
impact on riverine, 
inter-tidal and subtidal 
environments should 
be accompanied by 
an Archaeological 
Assessment. 

+ consistent with 
DAHG responses 
and 
recommendations.  

  

BHA 11 Re-Use & 
Refurbishment of 
Structures of 
Architectural Heritage 
merit & Protected 
Structures. 
It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to positively 
encourage and 
facilitate the careful 
refurbishment of the 
Structures 
of Architectural 
Heritage merit and 
Protected Structures 
for sustainable and 
economically viable 
uses. 

+ should help to 
reserve this 
aspect of Limerick 
heritage.  

  

BHA 12 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to protect all 
structures indicated 

+ consistent with 
good practice and 
legal 
requirements.  

  



 

114 
 

on the Record of 
Protected Structure 
which 
shall include 
structures or parts of 
structures which are 
of special social 
architectural, 
historical, 
archaeological, 
artistic, 
cultural, scientific 
social or technical 
interest and 
continually review the 
Record where 
necessary 

BHA 13 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to facilitate 
developments to 
protected structures 
that do not materially 
affect 
the architectural 
character employing 
conservation best 
practice standards for 
any purpose 
compatible with the 
character of the 
building and to make 
available financial 
assistance where 
possible. 

+ consistent with 
good practice and 
legal 
requirements.  

  

BHA 14 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
that proposals for 
demolition of a 
Protected Structure 
shall not be permitted 
except in exceptional 
circumstances and 
where it can be 
showed that a greater 
public interest will be 
served which 
outweighs the loss to 
the architectural 
heritage. 

+ consistent with 
good practice and 
legal 
requirements.  

  

BHA 15 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
that when it is 
proposed to alter or 
demolish a Protected 
Structure, either 
partially or totally, a 
full record of the 
structure and 
significant elements 

+ consistent with 
good practice and 
legal 
requirements.  
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shall be prepared to 
the International 
Council 
on Monuments & 
Sites (ICOMOS) 
standard which shall 
be forwarded to the 
National Archive and 
the Architectural 
Archives for record 
purposes 

BHA 16 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to ensure the historic 
landscapes and 
gardens throughout 
the City are protected 
from inappropriate 
development 

+ should help to 
preserve this 
aspect of Limerick 
heritage.  

  

BHA 17 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to protect and 
enhance the special 
heritage values, 
unique characteristics 
and 
distinctive features 
from inappropriate 
external works within 
the four Architectural 
Conservation Areas 
as follows: 
• ACA 1A South City 
Centre & Newtown 
Pery 
• ACA 1B South 
Circular Road 
• ACA 1C O’Connell 
Avenue 
• ACA 2 John’s 
Square 
• ACA 3 Ballinacurra 
Road 
• ACA 4 Ennis 
/Shelbourne Road 

+ consistent with 
good practice and 
legislative 
requirements.  

  

BHA 18 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to protect and 
enhance the special 
heritage values, 
unique characteristics 
and 
distinctive features of 
ACA 1A (South City 
Centre, Newtown 
Pery & People’s Park) 
as shown on Map 
5.1A of the 
Development Plan, 
from inappropriate 

+ consistent with 
good practice and 
legislative 
requirements. 
Area based 
conservation 
policies ensure a 
focused response 
to the 
conservation of 
the architectural 
and historic stock.  
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development affecting 
the external materials 
and features defined 
in the 
‘Statement of 
Character’ and ‘Key 
Threats to Character’. 

BHA 19 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to protect and 
enhance the special 
heritage values, 
unique characteristics 
and 
distinctive features of 
ACA 1B (the South 
Circular Road and 
New Street)as shown 
on Map 5.1B of the 
Development 
Plan, from 
inappropriate 
development affecting 
the external materials 
and features defined 
in the ‘Statement of 
Character’ and ‘Key 
Threats to Character 

consistent with 
good practice and 
legislative 
requirements. 
Area based 
conservation 
policies ensure a 
focused response 
to the 
conservation of 
the architectural 
and historic stock. 
+  

  

BHA 20  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to protect and 
enhance the special 
heritage values, 
unique characteristics 
and 
distinctive features of 
ACA 1C (O’Connell 
Avenue)as shown on 
Map 5.1C of the 
Development Plan, 
from inappropriate 
development affecting 
the external materials 
and features defined 
in the ‘Statement of 
Character’ and ‘Key 
Threats 
to Character’. 

consistent with 
good practice and 
legislative 
requirements. 
Area based 
conservation 
policies ensure a 
focused response 
to the 
conservation of 
the architectural 
and historic stock. 
+  

  

BHA 21  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to protect and 
enhance the special 
heritage values, 
unique characteristics 
and 
distinctive features of 
ACA 2 (John’s 
Square)as shown on 
Map 5.2 of the 
Development Plan, 

consistent with 
good practice and 
legislative 
requirements. 
Area based 
conservation 
policies ensure a 
focused response 
to the 
conservation of 
the architectural 
and historic stock. 
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from inappropriate 
development affecting 
the external materials 
and features defined 
in the ‘Statement of 
Character’ and ‘Key 
Threats 
to Character’. 

+  

BHA 22  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to protect and 
enhance the special 
heritage values, 
unique characteristics 
and 
distinctive features of 
ACA 3 (Ballinacurra 
Road)as shown on 
Map 5.3 of the 
Development Plan, 
from inappropriate 
development affecting 
the external materials 
and features defined 
in the ‘Statement of 
Character’ and ‘Key 
Threats 
to Character 

+ consistent with 
good practice and 
legislative 
requirements. 
Area based 
conservation 
policies ensure a 
focused response 
to the 
conservation of 
the architectural 
and historic stock. 

  

BHA 23  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to protect and 
enhance the special 
heritage values, 
unique characteristics 
and 
distinctive features of 
ACA 4 
(Ennis/Shelbourne 
Road) as shown on 
Map 5.4 of the 
Development Plan, 
from 
inappropriate 
development affecting 
the external materials 
and features defined 
in the ‘Statement of 
Character’ and 
‘Key Threats to 
Character’. 

+ consistent with 
good practice and 
legislative 
requirements. 
Area based 
conservation 
policies ensure a 
focused response 
to the 
conservation of 
the architectural 
and historic stock. 

  

BHA 24 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
that the demolition of 
structures and parts 
of structures will in 
principle only 
be permitted in an 
Architectural 
Conservation Area 
where the structure, 

+ consistent with 
good practice and 
legislative 
requirements.. 
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or parts of a structure, 
are considered not 
to contribute to the 
special or distinctive 
character, or where 
the replacement 
structure would 
significantly enhance 
the special character 
more than the 
retention of the 
original structure. Any 
structure or a part of a 
structure permitted 
to be demolished 
shall first be recorded 
prior to demolition, 
and shall be 
monitored during 
demolition. 

 
 
 
 
Chapter 11 Landscape, Bio-diversity and Recreation. 
 
 
Policy  Chapter 11 Effects + Effects 

- 
Effects = 

LBR 1 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to ensure that 
Limerick’s landscape, 
biodiversity and 
recreational facilities 
are 
preserved and 
enhanced, and that 
the overall combined 
potential and value of 
the network of open 
spaces and 
related assets within 
the City is recognized, 
retained and 
enhanced. 

+    

LBR 2  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to: 
• preserve and 
enhance Limerick’s 
Landscape Assets and 
Key Landscape Sites; 
• preserve and 
enhance Limerick’s 
Views and Prospects 
of Special Amenity 
Value; 

+   
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LBR 3  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to take a proactive 
approach to the 
landscape with polices 
that seek to conserve 
and enhance the 
strongly distinctive 
landscape character of 
the City by protecting 
landscape elements of 
significance 
that are either 
intrinsically important 
or contribute to the 
general amenity of 
Limerick City. 
Landscape assets are 
a nonrenewable 
resource that the City 
Council shall seek to 
protect. 

+ in accordance 
with best practice.  

  

LBR 4 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to explore the potential 
and benefits of 
designating one, or 
more, Landscape 
Conservation Areas 
under Section 204 of 
the Planning & 
Development Act 
2000- 2008 for the 
purposes of preserving 
Limerick’s landscape 
character 

+ would enhance 
protection of such 
features.  

  

LBR 5  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to protect the intrinsic 
character and scale of 
the City and the City 
skyline. 

  = require 
further 
elaboration 
and 
guidance to 
achieve its 
aim.  

LBR 6  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to protect key views 
and vistas and the 
visual prominence of 
important city 
landscape and 
townscape features 
such as areas of 
woodland, important 
tree groupings and 
areas of special 
architectural or 
heritage value. 

+ It would need to 
be more clearly 
associated with 
specific areas and 
views in the city.  

  

LBR 7 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to adopt and 

+ should help in 
terms of 
encouraging 
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implement a Limerick 
City Biodiversity Plan 
within the lifetime of 
this Draft Development 
Plan providing scope 
for all designated 
areas and Protected 
Species within 
Limerick City and 
any relevant additional 
actions relating to 
natural heritage in the 
Heritage Plan 

practical actions to 
promote bio-
diversity.  

LBR 8 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to apply the 
precautionary principle 
in relation to proposed 
development in 
environmentally 
sensitive areas to 
ensure all potential 
adverse impacts on 
any designated natural 
heritage area and 
any NATURA 2000 
sites arising from any 
proposed development 
or land use activity are 
avoided, remedied or 
mitigated. 

+   

LBR 9  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to ensure that 
proposals along the 
River Shannon and 
other waterways 
associated with the 
River Shannon 
catchment within 
Limerick City will 
achieve an appropriate 
balance of uses 
commensurate with 
the sensitivity of the 
natural environment 
and avoiding adverse 
impacts on European 
conservation 
sites and sensitive 
natural receptors 
associated with the 
River Shannon 

+ should help 
reconcile 
competing uses.  

  

LBR 10 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council: 
• To protect and 
maintain existing 
important individual 
and groups of trees 
from development risk, 

+ designed to help 
conserve and 
expand the tree 
stock in the urban 
area.  
 
Will also help with 
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provide additional 
tree planting of native 
deciduous trees and 
other appropriate 
plantings through 
planning permissions 
in order to 
benefit local 
biodiversity; 
• To strengthen the 
protection of trees in 
the City and protect 
tree lined settings; 
• To preserve, 
maintain and increase 
the general tree cover 
in the City by 
extending planting at 
identified locations and 
identifying new sites 
suitable for the 
creation of small 
woodland areas; 
• To make use of tree 
preservation orders to 
protect important trees 
or groups of trees 
which may be at risk; 
• To protect and 
maintain existing 
important wetland 
habitats from 
development risk, 
encroachment of 
incompatible 
uses, and proposals 
for filling to ensure 
sustainability, 
enhancement of local 
biodiversity and 
retention of flood 
plain storage areas. 

wetland 
conservation.  

LBR 11 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to protect and maintain 
surviving remnants of 
Historic Gardens, 
Designed 
Landscapes and 
surrounding Parklands 
including form and 
patterns of hard and 
soft landscaping and 
all mature trees 
and vegetation as 
highlighted in the 
DEHLG ‘Survey Of 
Historic Gardens & 
Designed Landscapes’ 
Inventory. 

+    
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LBR 12 It is the policy of 
Limerick City 
Council; 
• To protect existing 
green areas and public 
open spaces, which 
provide for the passive 
and active recreational 
needs 
of the population; 
• To protect and 
enhance recreational 
areas including sports 
grounds and facilities; 
• To improve the 
quality and range of 
uses provided within 
parks and public open 
spaces including 
sports facilities 
and encourage their 
greater use and 
enjoyment in 
accordance with the 
objectives of this plan; 
• To manage and 
maintain parks to the 
highest standards; 
• To provide new parks 
and green spaces with 
proper facilities, which 
are designed to a high 
standard; 
• To develop and 
improve linkages 
between parks and 
public open spaces 
such as public 
walkways/cycleways. 

+ consistent with 
the provision of 
Smarter travel.  

  

LBR 13 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to work with adjacent 
local authorities to 
improve the provision 
of local parks 
and play spaces and 
will extend those 
spaces and pathways 
that can usefully form 
green links, footways 
and cycle ways 
to connect residential 
areas with parks and 
open spaces and with 
each other. 

+ see above.    

LBR 14 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
To protect, retain, 
improve and provide 
for areas of public 

+ should improve 
access to 
amenities.  
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open space for 
recreation and amenity 
purposes 

LBR 15 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to update the Limerick 
Recreational Facilities 
Needs Study within 
the lifetime 
of this Development 
Plan in conjunction 
with Limerick County 
Council to ensure a 
coordinated approach 
to the 
adequate provision of 
recreational facilities 
within greater Limerick 
also having specific 
regard for the 
proposals 
contained in the 
regeneration master 
plans as discussed in 
Chapter 7 

+ should improve 
access to 
amenities.  

  

LBR 16 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to develop a network 
of high quality amenity 
walkway routes, 
particularly 
along waterways, 
linking existing parks 
and public open 
spaces and providing 
for strategic creation of 
new public open 
spaces. 

+ should improve 
access to amenities 
and help to create 
and safeguard 
open spaces.  

  

LBR 17 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to facilitate the 
creation of the 
proposed walkways 
and natural wildlife 
and 
recreational amenities 
as set out in the 2009 
Coonagh Recreational 
Framework Plan in line 
with Article 6 of the 
Habitats 
Directive. 

+ should improve 
access to amenities 
and help to create 
and safeguard 
open spaces.  

  

LBR 18 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to support the 
development of indoor 
and outdoor multi-
purpose recreational 
facilities which are 
easily accessible to all 

  + should be 
of more 
social than 
environment
al benefit.  
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members of the 
community. 

LBR 19 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to protect, retain and 
enhance the range 
and quality of sports 
facilities and 
grounds in the City 
and to permit future 
redevelopment and 
development of these 
facilities where 
considered 
appropriate. 

  + should be 
of more 
social than 
environment 
benefit 

LBR 20 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council: 
• To promote the 
provision and 
management of high 
quality sporting 
facilities. 
• To facilitate access 
to sports facilities for 
all members of the 
community and ensure 
that the particular 
needs 
of different groups are 
incorporated into the 
planning, design and 
management of new 
facilities. 
• The City Council will 
continue to encourage 
joint provision and 
dual use of sports 
facilities in appropriate 
locations. 
• To take account of 
the priorities set out in 
both national and local 
sports strategies in co-
operation with the 
County 
Council when planning 
new facilities. 

  + should be 
of more 
social than 
environment 
benefit 

LBR 21 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to provide play 
facilities that are well-
designed, easily 
accessible and 
maintained 
to a high standard. 

  + should be 
of more 
social than 
environment 
benefit 

LBR 22 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to develop an overall 
strategy for the 
development of 

  + should be 
of more 
social than 
environment 
benefit 
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allotments/community 
gardens within the City 
during the lifetime of 
this Development 
Plan. 

  
 
Chapter 12 Environment Management and Infrastructure  
 
Policy Chapter 12  Effects + Effects - Effects + 
EM1 It is the policy of 

Limerick City Council 
to avoid or reduce, 
where relevant, the 
negative 
environmental 
impacts of 
development in the 
City. 

+ ensures 
compliance 
with 
environmental 
legislation.  

  

EM2  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to assist in the 
preparation and joint 
implementation of the 
Shannon River Basin 
Management Strategy 
in order to promote 
and achieve an 
improvement of both 
surface and ground 
water quality 

= ensures 
compliance 
with WFD.  

  

EM3  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to continue to improve 
systems of monitoring 
and surveying water 
quality in 
the Shannon River 
and other City 
Streams in 
conjunction with 
Limerick County 
Council. 

+ see above.    

EM4  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to implement the 
provisions of the 
‘Regional 
Replacement Waste 
Management 
Plan for 
Limerick/Clare/Kerry 
Region 2006-2011’, 
which includes: 
• Implement European 
Policy on Waste 
including the Waste 
Management 
Hierarchy 

+ helps to 
achieve aims 
laid down in 
waste 
regulations.  
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Implement National 
Policy on Waste 
• Achieve Targets set 
out in the EU landfill 
directive 
• Implement Targets 
set out in the National 
Biodegradable Waste 
Strategy 
• Polluter pays 
principal. 

EM5 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to continue working 
with the local 
community to raise 
awareness on best 
practice in-relation to 
waste management in 
Limerick City. 

+ see above.    

EM6 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to restore the 
Longpavement landfill 
site into a positive 
landscape feature that 
provides a 
recreational, amenity 
and biodiversity 
resource for the 
community within the 
city boundary. 

+ would add 
to bio-
diversity in 
eth city limits.  

  

EM7  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to protect existing 
bring sites in the city 
and to provide for the 
development of 
additional sites in 
accordance with the 
Replacement Waste 
Management Plan. 

+    

EM8  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to identify and 
develop within the 
lifetime of the Plan a 
suitable site for a 
Civic 
Amenity Site within 
the City boundaries 

+   

EM9  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to reduce the 
generation of 
Construction 
&Demolition Waste 
and ensure that 
reuse and recycling of 
this waste is 

+   
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maximized in support 
of the implementation 
Plan for the 
Management of C&D 
in 
the Region. 

EM10 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to require 
Applicant/Developer 
at the planning stage 
to address the issue 
of 
waste management 
for both the 
construction phase of 
the development and 
the operational 
phases. 

+ should help 
to reduce 
construction 
waste at 
source.  

  

EM11 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to implement the Litter 
Management Plan. 

+    

EM12 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
in relation to 
proposals for 
developments on land 
identified as a known 
Seveso 
Site to consult with 
the Health & Safety 
Authority (HAS) when 
assessing proposals 
for development. 

  = standard 
practice.  

EM13 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to promote and 
facilitate the provision 
of appropriate 
information and 
telecommunications 
infrastructure 
(including broadband 
services) within the 
City and to encourage 
the provision of 
telecommunications 
based services at 
appropriate locations 
subject to 
environmental 
considerations in 
accordance with 
the 
Telecommunications 
Antennae and 
Support Structures 
Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities, 

 - may 
have 
poor 
effects 
on 
views.  
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1996 
EM14 It is the policy of 

Limerick City Council 
to support the 
development and use 
of renewable energy 
within the City. 

+ would help 
reduce 
carbon 
emissions 

  

EM15 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to adopt and 
implement the policy 
framework as set out 
in the Climate Change 
Strategy within the 
lifetime of this 
Development Plan. 

+ would help 
reduce 
carbon 
emissions 

  

EM16 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to encourage the use 
of energy saving 
measures and 
sustainable/renewable 
energy technologies 
in new developments 
where appropriate. 
Limerick City Council 
will promote and 
encourage the 
development of ‘low 
energy buildings’ as 
standard throughout 
the City. 

+ would help 
reduce 
carbon 
emissions 

  

EM17 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to encourage energy 
efficiency through the 
design of buildings, 
layout and 
orientation on site. 

+ would help 
reduce 
carbon 
emissions 

  

EM18 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
in partnership with 
other relevant 
agencies to increase 
public awareness of 
energy best practice. 

+ would help 
reduce 
carbon 
emissions 

  

EM19 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to seek to improve the 
energy efficiency of its 
existing building stock 

+ would help 
reduce 
carbon 
emissions 

  

EM20 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to prepare a 
sustainability checklist 
outlining best practice 
in achieving energy 
efficiency and 
sustainability in 
design and 

+ would help 
reduce 
carbon 
emissions. 
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construction during 
the lifetime of the 
Development Plan 
and to incorporate 
these into the 
development 
management system. 

EM21 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to pursue initiatives 
which promote 
innovation in the fields 
of energy 
conservation and 
renewable energy 
resources and 
research. 

+ would help 
reduce 
carbon 
emissions. 

  

EM22 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to continue monitoring 
air quality and air 
quality trends and to 
expand the 
effectiveness and 
extent of monitoring 
arrangements in 
accordance with EU 
policy directives on air 
quality and to 
promote and develop 
the use of 
environmentally 
friendly fuels (such as 
bio fuels) in City 
Council vehicles and 
machinery 

+ should help 
improve air 
quality. Would 
have health 
benefits.  

  

EM23 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to require all major 
developments to be 
designed and 
operated in a manner 
that will avoid 
significant noise 
impacts to sensitive 
receptors. 

+ while 
desirable it is 
difficult to 
implement.  

  

EM24 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to adopt a Noise 
Action Plan. 

+ while 
desirable it is 
difficult to 
implement.  

  

EM25 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to require that the 
design of external 
lighting/flood lighting 
(commercial and 
sports related) 
minimises the 
incidence of light 
spillage or pollution in 

+ while 
desirable it is 
difficult to 
implement.  
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to the surrounding 
environment and has 
due 
regard to the 
residential amenity of 
surrounding areas 
and road traffic safety. 

EM26 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to facilitate the 
acquisition of lands 
necessary for the 
expansion of 
community 
cemeteries 

  + of more 
social than 
environmental 
benefit  

WS1 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to make continuously 
available a high 
quality drinking water 
source to meet 
local demands and to 
achieve an 
economically 
sustainable level of 
water production and 
supply through; 
• Water Production 
• Water Quality 
• Expansion & 
Improvements of the 
Water Distribution 
System 
• Reducing Water 
Supply Demand 
through Water 
Conservation 

+ should 
avoid 
wastage and 
reduce costs.  

  

WS2 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to comply with the 
requirements of the 
EU Directive on the 
Quality of Drinking 
Water (98/83/EC) 
through the 
monitoring of water at 
three different stages: 
• At abstraction 
• During the treatment 
process 
• And in the 
distribution system. 

  = required in 
any event.  

WS3 It is the policy of the 
Limerick City Council 
to maintain the 
existing distribution 
system and in addition 
to remedy any 
deficiencies in water 
pressure by the laying 

  = required in 
any event. 
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of additional mains, by 
the reinforcement of 
the distribution system 
and 
by the extension of 
the ring main system. 

WS4 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to encourage 
development 
proposals which serve 
to reduce the overall 
demand 
for water in the City 
thereby removing an 
unnecessary strain on 
the City’s 
infrastructure and 
environment as a 
whole. 
 

  = required in 
any event. 

WS5 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to provide a high 
quality sanitary 
wastewater collection 
and treatment system 
to meet the demands 
of the City’s residents. 
 
It is the policy of the 
council to ensure that 
the provision of waste 
water infrastructure 
keeps pace with that 
of development in 
order to ensure that 
the chances of water 
pollution are 
minimised. 

+ ensures 
that 
infrastructure 
keeps pace 
with 
development 

  

WS6 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to provide a high 
quality Surface Water 
Collection and 
Disposal System. 

+ ensures 
that 
infrastructure 
keeps pace 
with 
development 

  

WS7  It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to ensure that all new 
developments 
incorporate 
sustainable urban 
drainage 
systems at the 
application stage. 

+ ensures 
that 
infrastructure 
keeps pace 
with 
development 
and does not 
pose 
additional 
flood risk.  
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WS8 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to continue to work 
towards reducing 
flooding within the 
City and ensure that 
all new development 
proposals comply fully 
with the requirements 
of ‘The Planning 
System & Flood Risk 
Management 
Guidelines for 
Planning Authorities’, 
2009, and any 
additional guidance 
introduced during the 
lifetime of the 
Development Plan. 

+ ensures 
that 
infrastructure 
keeps pace 
with 
development 
and does not 
pose 
additional 
flood risk 

  

WS9 It is the policy of 
Limerick City Council 
to ensure that 
development should 
not itself be subject to 
an inappropriate risk 
of flooding nor should 
it cause or exacerbate 
such a risk at other 
locations. 

+ ensures 
that 
infrastructure 
keeps pace 
with 
development 
and does not 
pose 
additional 
flood risk 

  

 
Chapter 13 City Centre 
 
Policy Chapter 13 Effects + Effects - Effects = 
CC1 It is the policy of 

Limerick City and 
County Council to 
secure the goals and 
objectives set out in 
Limerick 2030 – An 
Economic and Spatial 
Plan. 
 

+ sets out aim of 
revitalising the 
city  

  

CC2 It is the policy of 
Limerick City and 
County Council to 
secure the 
redevelopment of the 
Arthurs Quay area to 
provide an enhanced 
retail offer in the City 
Centre together with 
a new public square 
and public park. 
 

+ revitalises 
core area which 
is in decline 

  

CC3 It is the policy of 
Limerick City and 
County Council to 
secure the 

+ revitalises 
core area which 
is in decline 
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development of the 
Opera Centre, the 
Hanging Gardens 
and the former 
Cleeves factory in 
support of the 
objectives set out in 
Limerick 2030. 
 

CC4 It is the policy of 
Limerick City and 
County Council to 
develop a pilot project 
to demonstrate the 
potential of the city 
centre Georgian area 
to support modern 
family living in 
particular owner 
occupation. 
  
 

+ revitalises 
core area which 
is in decline and 
may serve as a 
pilot project for 
other such 
initiatives 
countrywide.  

  

CC5 It is the policy of 
Limerick City and 
County Council to 
actively support and 
implement the Living 
Cities Initiative. 
 

+ revitalises 
core area which 
is in decline 

  

CC6 It is the policy of 
Limerick City and 
County Council to 
prepare a City Centre 
Transport Strategy 
and Public Realm 
Strategy. In the 
interim Limerick City 
and County Council 
will actively pursue 
the objectively 
outlined above 
 

+ will update 
transport polices 
and 
management in 
lien with recent 
developments 
such as the 
tunnel and the 
2030 plan.  

  

CC7 It is the policy of 
Limerick City and 
County Council to 
provide for the 
protection, upgrading 
and expansion of 
higher order retailing, 
in particular 
comparison retailing, 
and a range of other 
supporting uses in 
the City Centre retail 
area 

+ revitalises 
core area which 
is in decline 

  

CC8  
It is the policy of 
Limerick City and 
County Council to 

+ revitalises 
core area which 
is in decline 
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support the retention 
and expansion of a 
wide range of 
commercial, cultural, 
leisure and residential 
uses in the 
commercial core 
area, (apart from 
comparison retail 
uses). 
 

CC9 It is the policy of 
Limerick City and 
County Council to 
reinforce the 
residential character 
of inner City 
residential 
neighbourhoods, 
while supporting the 
provision and 
retention of local 
services, and civic 
and institutional 
functions. 
 

+ revitalises 
core area which 
is in decline, 
promotes urban 
living in the city 
core.  
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