MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AT MONTHLY MEETING OF THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT OF
LIMERICK HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, MERCHANT’S QUAY, LIMERICK AND ONLINE ON
WEDNESDAY, 215T SEPTEMBER 2026 AT 9:45 A.M.

PRESENT IN THE CHAIR:

Cathaoirleach, Councillor Joe Pond.

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:

Councillors Beasley, Benson, Butler, Daly, Donoghue, Doyle, Gavan, Hartigan, Hickey-O’Mara,
Kiely, Kilcoyne, Leddin, McSweeney, O’Donovan, O’Hanlon, O’Sullivan, Secas, Slattery,
Talukder.

OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:

A/Director of Services, Metropolitan District of Limerick (Mr. J. Clune), Meetings
Administrator (Ms C. Sheehy), Senior Executive Officer, Metropolitan District of Limerick (Ms.
S. Reidy), Assistant Staff Officer, Corporate Services (Mr. T. Cronolly), Administrative Officer,
Customer Services (Ms. V. Kelly), Communications Officer, Marketing and Communications
(Mr. E. Clarke), Staff Officer, Marketing and Communications (Ms. T. Hackett), Director of
Services, Economic, Tourism Culture, Property and Corporate Buildings (Mr. S. Lenihan),
Senior Executive Officer, Economic and Tourism Development (Mr. B. Troy), Night-Time
Economy Advisor, Economic and Tourism Development (Mr. C. Power), Administrative
Officer, Economic and Tourism Development (Mr. D. MacGrath), Staff Officer, Economic and
Tourism Development (Mr. S. Feane), Staff Officer, Economic and Tourism Development (Ms.
K. Conlon), Staff Officer, Property Services (Ms. R. Ross), Senior Engineer, Environment, Rural
Water and Climate Action (Mr. A. Finn), Administrative Officer, Metropolitan District of
Limerick (Ms. A. Potter-Cogan), A/Senior Engineer, Central Services, Traffic and Roads (Mr. J.
Sheehan), A/Administrative Officer, Transportation, Public Realm and Placemaking (Ms. C.
Chambers), Assistant Staff Officer, Transportation, Public Realm and Placemaking (Ms. M.
Fitzgerald), Staff Officer, Active Travel (Ms. N. Lough), Senior Executive Officer, Housing
Support Services (Ms. M. Hayes), Senior Executive Officer, Housing Strategy and Mixed Tenure
Partnership (Ms. S. Newell), Executive Engineer, LA Housing Construction and Maintenance
(Ms. D. Richardson), Executive Architect, LA Housing Construction and Maintenance (Ms. Y.
O’Driscoll), Senior Planner, Forward Planning, Urban Development and Heritage (Ms. M.
Woods), Executive Planner, Forward Planning, Urban Development and Heritage (Mr. J.
Griffin), Senior Executive Planner, Development Management (Ms. G. O’Keeffe), Executive
Engineer, Development Management (Mr. S. McGrath), Technician Grade I, Development
Management (Mr. E. Hannon).

At the outset of the Meeting, the Cathaoirleach welcomed Mr. James Clune, Acting Director
of Services for the Metropolitan District of Limerick. Mr. Clune acknowledged the significant
contribution of the former Director, Mr. Kieran Lehane following his recent retirement. The
Acting Director of Services advised Members that he shares the same vision, goals and
objectives for the continued development and enhancement of Limerick City and the
Metropolitan District.



Members acknowledged Mr. Lee Reeves following his recent hospitalisation and paid tribute
to the significant work he has undertaken in supporting young people and promoting mental
health awareness in Limerick. Members extended their best wishes to Mr. Reeves and his
family at this difficult time and expressed the hope that he would make a full recovery.

1. Minutes

Circulated, copy of Draft Minutes of the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Metropolitan
District of Limerick held on 22" July 2026.

Proposed by Councillor Hickey-O’Mara;
Seconded by Councillor Doyle;

And Resolved:

“That the Draft Minutes, as circulated, be taken as read and adopted and signed.”

2. Declaration of Interest

The Meetings Administrator stated that, in line with Part 15 of the Local Government Act,
2001, as amended, and the Code of Conduct, she was inviting those present to notify the
Cathaoirleach of any declaration of interest in any item due for discussion at the Meeting.

No such interests were declared.

3. Disposal of Land

General Disposal

(a) Circulated, Report of the Head of Property Services dated 31t August 2026 setting out
proposals for the disposal of 44 College Avenue, Moyross, Limerick V94 X2YR in exchange
for 80 Cliona Park, Moyross, Limerick, V94 PF5Y.

The Report, as circulated, was noted by Members.

Prior to Item 4, Members were advised that correspondence had been received from An
Taisce confirming that Limerick was assessed for the recent IBAL (Irish Business Against Litter)
Survey on the 4" and 5" May 2026. Members expressed disappointment that the evaluation
had taken place during and immediately after Riverfest on the 4t" and 5™ May and noted that
this did not present a fair reflection of the city’s cleanliness standards or the significant efforts
of the Cleansing and the City Centre Response Teams in maintaining the city.

Following discussion, it was proposed by Councillor O’Donovan to invite the three members
of An Taisce who serve on the Limerick Public Participation Network to give a workshop. This
was seconded by Councillor McSweeney.



4. Limerick City Centre

Update on Halloween in Limerick 2026

Members received a presentation from the Administrative Officer, Economic and Tourism
Development, on the proposed Halloween in Limerick 2026 festival programme. The
presentation outlined a city and county-wide festival taking place from 11" October to 1
November 2026, supported by Failte Ireland's Home of Halloween initiative, with a focus on
celebrating the traditions of Samhain through culture, heritage, storytelling, community
participation and tourism experiences.

The presentation highlighted a number of flagship events, including the Mystery Samhain
Banquet, Trick or Treat in the City, the Halloween City Centre Fancy Dress 5km, Oktoberfeis,
the Limerick Harvest Festival, and the Rathkeale Halloween Festival — “Dullahan to Darkness”,
together with a range of additional cultural and community events across the city and county.

Members were advised that the programme aims to increase visitor numbers, support local
businesses and the hospitality sector, activate both urban and rural locations, and further
strengthen Limerick's position as a leading Halloween destination. The anticipated economic,
tourism and community benefits of the festival were also outlined.

Following a discussion, and in response to Members’ queries regarding the absence of a
parade this year, the Head of Economic and Tourism Development advised that a tender
process had been undertaken, with Lumen Street Theatre being the only organisation to
submit a tender. Following an independent assessment, funding of €40,000 was allocated for
the parade; however, this was declined by Lumen Street Theatre, as it considered the funding
offered to be insufficient.

Members were further advised that as no other submissions were received through the
tender process, the funding was reallocated to other events.

5. Community Initiative Scheme 2026 — General Municipal Allocation (GMA)

Circulated, Report of the Acting Director of Services dated 16™ September 2026, setting out
the following:

Proposals for the Community Initiative Scheme 2026 — General Municipal Allocation
(GMA), which allowed for the sum of €35,604.57 as follows:

LIMERICK CITY NORTH

Caherdavin Celtic AFC €1,000.00
City of Limerick Pipe Band €1,604.57
Geraldines AFC €1,000.00
St. Patrick’s GAA €2,000.00
Twilight Thursday €1,004.57




LIMERICK CITY EAST

LCCC Parks Department Projects — Limerick City East €10,604.57
LCCC Roads Department Projects — Limerick City East €35,313.71
Monaleen GAA €5,000.00
Twilight Thursday €2,000.00

LIMERICK CITY WEST

LCCC Parks and Environment Department Projects — Limerick City|
West

€21,000.00

LCCC Roads Department Projects — Limerick City West

€24,709.14

Proposal for the change of name to existing funding allocation, as follows:

Previous Name New Name

Our Lady Queen of Peace Parents Association

Our Lady Queen of Peace B.O.M

Proposal for the change of previously approved funding allocations, as follows:

Name Previous Amount New Amount
Garryowen G.C.E €3,000.00 €2,604.57
Milford Grange National School €9,500.00 €10,500.00

It was proposed by Councillor McSweeney, seconded by Counc
Allocation (GMA), as follows:
Proposed Community Initiative Scheme Allocations 2026

LIMERICK CITY NORTH

illor Kiely and agreed to
approve the proposals under the Community Initiative Scheme 2026 — General Municipal

Caherdavin Celtic AFC €1,000.00
City of Limerick Pipe Band €1,604.57
Geraldines AFC €1,000.00
St. Patrick’s GAA €2,000.00
Twilight Thursday €1,004.57
LIMERICK CITY EAST
LCCC Parks Department Projects — Limerick City East €10,604.57
LCCC Roads Department Projects — Limerick City East €35,313.71
Monaleen GAA €5,000.00
Twilight Thursday €2,000.00

LIMERICK CITY WEST




LCCC Parks and Environment Department Projects — Limerick City[€21,000.00
West
LCCC Roads Department Projects — Limerick City West €24,709.14

Change of Name to Existing Funding Allocation

Previous Name New Name
Our Lady Queen of Peace Parents Association  |Our Lady Queen of Peace B.O.M

Request to Amend Previously Approved Funding Allocations

Name Previous Amount [New Amount
Garryowen G.C.E €3,000.00 €2,604.57
Milford Grange National School €9,500.00 €10,500.00

6. Economic, Tourism, Culture, Property and Corporate Buildings Directorate

Circulated, Report of the Head of Economic and Tourism Development outlining the allocation
of grants for July and August 2026 under the Night-Time Economy Pilot Programme Scheme
via Twilight Thursday initiative.

The Head of Economic and Tourism Development acknowledged an error in the report and
confirmed that a revised report, incorporating grant allocations for July, August and
September 2026, would be presented to the October Meeting of the Metropolitan District. It
was further noted that the revised report would include a breakdown of the €9,000 that was
contributed to Twilight Thursday in August by the Festivals and Events Section for ‘Summer
in the City’.

Following discussion, Members requested a breakdown of funding received for the Twilight
Thursday initiative in 2026 and queried the feasibility of holding Twilight Thursday event in
early December.

The Acting Director of Services advised that a report on funding details and the potential for

an early December Twilight Thursday event would be presented to the Members for
consideration.

7. Planning, Heritage and Ryder Cup Directorate

Taking in Charge of Estates — Declaration of Roads to be Public Roads

Circulated, Report of the Senior Planner, Development Management dated 10%*" September
2026, seeking approval to the Taking in Charge of Cluain Dara and Cluain Dara Court,
Clonmacken, Limerick.



Proposed by Councillor Hickey-O’Mara;
Seconded by Councillor O’Sullivan;
And Resolved:

“That the roads in Cluain Dara and Cluain Dara Court, Clonmacken, Limerick be taken in charge

in accordance with Section 180 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and
Section 11 of the Roads Act 1993.”

8. Housing Directorate

Part 8 Procedure — 58 Mayorstone Drive, Limerick

Circulated, Report of the Director of Housing, dated 4™ September 2026 and enclosed
Mayor’s Report dated 7" September 2026 setting out details in relation to the proposed
change of use of the existing building from office use to residential use. The redevelopment
of the original building at 58 Mayorstone Drive, to provide 2 no. apartments consisting of 1
no. one-bed apartment and 1 no. two-bed apartment, construction of a new first floor
extension to the rear, elevational changes, revisions to the front boundary and the demolition
of a shed to the rear of the existing property and all associated site works at 58 Mayorstone
Drive, Limerick. The Report had been prepared in accordance with Section 179 of the Planning
and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Part 8 of the Planning and Development
Regulations 2001 (as amended).

On the proposal of Councillor Hickey-O’Mara and seconded by Councillor O’Sullivan, the
Mayor’s Report, as circulated, was accepted without variation or modification.

QUESTIONS

9. Question submitted by Councillor O’Sullivan

I will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick for the date of the
agreed workshop to receive a full breakdown of costs of the 'Flavours of Limerick' festival.

REPLY: A workshop has been scheduled for 14th October 2026.

10. Question submitted by Councillor Doyle

I will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick how much it would
cost to restore Tait's Monument Clock at Baker Place and to bring the timepiece and bell-
ringing mechanism back to working order, and if the Council have any plans for this project.

REPLY: Limerick City and County Council received an outline estimate of costs for the repair
of Tait’s Memorial Clock, Baker Place and Davis Street, in January 2024. No detailed
assessment of the clock mechanism or bell-ringing mechanism was included in the



assessment. The estimated cost for repairs to the structure (excluding VAT and
prelims) at this time was 115,500. There is currently no funding allocated to this
project.

11. Question submitted by Councillor Secas

I will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick if funding can be
provided from the Mayoral Fund 2027 for the preparation of a funding application for a
library in Castletroy.

REPLY: The Library Service will discuss with the Mayor the potential for funding, from the
Mayoral Fund in 2027, towards the costs of preparing a funding application for a
library in Castletroy.

In addition, we will also follow up with the Department of Rural and Community

Development and the Gaeltacht regarding any potential funding that may be
available.

12. Question submitted by Councillor Secas

I will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick for an update on the
distributor road linking the Golf Links Road, from its Schoolhouse Road junction, with the
Groody Road at the southern leg of Kilbane Roundabout, further to the update provided at
the February Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick.

REPLY: The Castletory Link Road, from Golf Links Road to the Kilbane Roundabout was granted
approval by An Coimisun Pleanala in November 2025.

A funding application was submitted to the Housing Infrastructure Investment Fund
(HIIF) in February 2026. In June 2026 Limerick City and County Council received
funding approval in the Indicative Cost Band €10- 20m. We are now developing
documents to engage a consultant to complete detail design and construction tender
documents with a view of going to construction tender in Q2 2027. A further update
will be provided at the next area briefing.

13. Question submitted by Councillor Slattery

1 will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick for a detailed briefing
on Christmas in Limerick.

REPLY: Following meetings with the Metro Christmas Sub Committee and Mayor the
Economic and Tourism Development Team issued the finalised Christmas in Limerick
— 3 Year Strategy to the Metro Christmas Sub Committee and Mayor on 7th May 2026.



It was also communicated at that stage that the team would proceed to prepare and
issue the relevant tender documentation.

Since then the procurement process for the delivery of Christmas in Limerick 2026-
2028 was conducted through a competitive public tender process in accordance with
the relevant procurement and governance requirements. A Request for Tender
entitled “Provision of Event Management, Delivery, Planning, Design, Technical,
Operations, Stakeholder Engagement and Sponsorship Services for Christmas in
Limerick (2026-2028)” was issued on 28th May 2026 via the eTenders platform
(Resource ID: 8267358), with submissions closing on 29th June 2026 at 13:00.

A total of four submissions were received from Blast Events Ltd. t/a Big Boss (Limerick),
Futureama Productions (Limerick), Raw Marketing (Dublin) and The Grooveyard
Company Limited (Galway). Following the close of the tender process, an independent
external evaluation panel convened to undertake a detailed assessment of all
submissions against the published award criteria. Following this evaluation, the panel
recommended Blast Events Ltd. t/a Big Boss as the preferred tenderer.

Subsequent to the evaluation process, letters of outcome were issued to both
successful and unsuccessful tenderers and the required standstill period was
observed. Upon completion of this period, the recommendation was progressed
through the appropriate internal governance procedures, including the execution of
the necessary Recommendation Memorandum and Mayoral Order. The procurement
and contract award process was brought to completion upon receipt of the signed
contract from the Mayor’s Office on 31st August 2026 and the countersigned
agreement from Blast Events Ltd. t/a Big Boss on 4th September 2026. The execution
of the contract formally established the contractual framework for the delivery of
Christmas in Limerick 2026.

Since the contract award, regular structured engagement is taking place between the
Economic and Tourism Development Team and the appointed event management
company through formal weekly planning meetings. These meetings are overseeing
programme development, operational planning and delivery arrangements across a
range of workstreams. A further meeting of the Metro Christmas Sub-Group has been
scheduled for 23rd September 2026 to update on progress since appointment of the
contractor.

14. Question submitted by Councillor Kiely

I will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick what progress has
been made to clean up Cals Park in Hyde Road, given the multiple recent requests.

REPLY: The Council is actively working through the various matters with our legal team and
are making good progress in understanding the position. We are hopeful that we can
reach a positive way forward, but as the legal process is ongoing, | cannot say any
further at this stage.



The Council has been advised not to enter onto the lands to undertake any work at
this time.

| will revert to you in the near future with a more substantive update.

15. Question submitted by Councillor McSweeney

1 will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick for a full update on
the N69 Clarina Village to Brick Lodge Road Safety Improvement Scheme, to clearly set out:

e The total number of land agreements required to facilitate this scheme;

e The number of land agreements currently in place;

e The number of land agreements where negotiations remain ongoing;

e The anticipated timeframe for concluding all outstanding land agreements;

e Advise has the CPO process been considered to advance the land acquisition required;

and

e The anticipated timeframe for the commencement of construction works on the scheme.

REPLY: The update to each item is listed as follows;

A total of five land agreements are required to facilitate the delivery of this
scheme.

Four land agreements have been signed by the respective landowners. These
agreements are currently being reviewed by Limerick City and County Council and,
subject to being in order, will be recommended to the Council's Management
Team for approval.

Negotiations in relation to one outstanding land agreement remains ongoing.

It is not possible at this stage to provide a definitive timeframe for completion of
the final land acquisition, as the Council is pursuing acquisition by agreement,
which remains the preferred approach. A matter relating to the landowner's legal
access rights is currently being clarified. Once this issue has been resolved, it is
anticipated that the acquisition can be progressed and concluded by agreement.
The use of Compulsory Purchase Order (CPO) powers has been considered by
Limerick City and County Council as a means of securing the required lands.
However, it is considered appropriate to fully exhaust the option of acquisition by
agreement before initiating any CPO process.

Subject to the completion of all land acquisition agreements and approval of
funding by Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) for 2027, it is anticipated that the
scheme will proceed to the construction stage in Quarter 3 of 2027.

16. Question submitted by Councillor McSweeney

I will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick for a full update on
the Limerick to Patrickswell Roadspace Reallocation Project that has received funding from
Tll in 2026, to clearly set out:



e What is proposed to be included as part of this scheme (improved pedestrian facilities,
street lighting etc.);

e Proposed statutory process for project Part 8 or Section 38;

¢ Indicative timeline for project delivery; and

e Any further information deemed relevant.

REPLY: The Mid West National Road Design Office are currently in the process of procuring a
Topographical Survey of the R526 Patrickswell to Raheen, regional road. This
Topographical Survey will be undertaken in Q4 2026.

The office is also in the process of preparing Contract Documents for the procurement
and appointment of Technical Consultants for the Patrickswell to Limerick Roadspace
Reallocation Scheme. This Contract will be tendered in Q4 2026, with the successful
candidate appointed early in 2027.

Following this appointment, and on receipt of the Topographical Survey, the full
extents of the Scheme will be determined by the Technical Consultants, in
consultation with Transport Infrastructure Ireland and the local authority.

At that stage, the programme and suite of statutory processes for delivery of the

Scheme will become apparent, however it is anticipated to proceed under a Part 8
consent process.

17. Question submitted by Councillor Slattery

I will ask at the next meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick for a full itemised
breakdown of all expenditure incurred in respect of the 'Summer in the City' programme.
The information should be provided in tabulated format and include:

e A description of each item of expenditure;

e The amount incurred;

e The location to which each item of expenditure relates;
e All payroll and staffing costs; and

e All non-payroll costs.

The breakdown should include the total expenditure incurred on the ‘Summer in the City'
programme and clearly identify the overall cost associated with each individual location,
The Crescent O'Connell Avenue, Steamboat Quay, Honan's Quay, Arthur's Quay and any
other areas within the City.

REPLY: The Summer in the City programme has only recently concluded and the final
reconciliation of accounts is still underway. At this stage, a number of expenditure
items remain subject to verification, invoice processing and final cost allocation.



Accordingly, it would be premature to provide the detailed itemised breakdown
requested, as the information available at present would be incomplete and may not
accurately reflect the final expenditure incurred.

A comprehensive report will be prepared once the financial reconciliation process has
been completed.

18. Question submitted by Councillor Leddin

1 will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick for an update on the
removal of outdated street signage, to include digital car park signs.

REPLY: The removal of outdated street signage was completed as a decluttering project under
Public Realm.

Limerick City and County Council has completed a tender process for the removal of
eighteen existing digital car park signs which have reached the end of their useful life
and the installation of five new digital signs.

Mayoral approval is currently awaited to proceed with the appointment of a

contractor for these works. Pending approval, it is envisaged that works will
commence in October 2026.

19. Question submitted by Councillor Leddin

1 will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick, in the absence of a
corporate sponsor, to upgrade the Shannon Bridge roundabout and adjacent traffic islands,
all of which are in a poor state.

REPLY: The Council will arrange for a contractor to undertake maintenance works to the
Shannon Bridge roundabout until a Sponsor has been identified for the roundabout.
The Cleansing department will arrange for the cleaning of the islands on the
approaches to the roundabout.

20. Question submitted by Councillor Hartigan

I will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick for answers to the
following questions in tabular form:

e How many demolition orders has Limerick City and County Council issued, within the
Metropolitan District of Limerick, in respect of private residential properties over the
past five years;

e What were the reasons for each demolition order being issued; and

e In each case, was the property deemed to pose a hazard or risk to public safety.



REPLY:

How many demolition orders has Limerick City and County | 4
Council issued, within the Metropolitan District of Limerick,
in respect of private residential properties over the past five
years

What were the reasons for each demolition order being | Unsafe
issued
In each case, was the property deemed to pose a hazard or | Yes
risk to public safety

21. Question submitted by Councillor O’'Donovan

I will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick for an update on the
Irish Cement Community Liaison Committee, including the total amount of funding collected
to date through the Community Gain Fund, and for an update on the position regarding the
provision for three elected representatives to sit on the Community Liaison Committee.

REPLY:

On April 12, 2018, An Bord Pleanala granted permission to Irish Cement,
Castlemungret to develop land to facilitate on site handling, storage and introduction
of alternative fuels with conveyor kiln, storage tanks, uploading station, handling
building, cooling tower and associated ancillary works. This permission was subject to
thirteen conditions. Condition 11 of that order stated “A Community Liaison
Committee shall be established to liaise between the operator of the cement works,
the planning authority and the local community. The committee shall comprise seven
members having an independent chairperson, two local community representatives,
two elected members of the planning authority, one official of the planning authority
and one representative from the operator of the cement works. The Community
Liaison Committee shall have responsibility for the administration of the community
gain fund account to be set up in accordance with condition number 12 of this order
and for decisions on projects to be supported by the find in addition to acting as a
liaison committee with the local community in relation to ongoing monitoring of the
operation of the cement works.”

At the November 2025 plenary meeting of Limerick City and County Council, a request
was made for the mandated number of elected members(2) to be appointed to the
CLC. As more than two members put their names forward, it was agreed that
correspondence would be sent to An Bord Pleanala seeking permission to add one
additional elected member to the committee, bringing the complement on the
committee to three elected representatives. Our colleagues in Planning have written
to An Bord Pleanala for guidance on the possibility of altering the original ruling,
however, to date, no response has been received.

The original ruling from An Bord Pleanala allowed for 90,000 tonnes of alternative
materials to be used in the manufacturing process and set a rate of one euro per tonne
to be set aside for the community gain fund. To date, there has been one payment of



50% of the total fund i.e. €45,000. This sum was received by Limerick City and County
Council on May 11th, 2026. The schedule of drawdown of the balance of the fund will
be a matter for the Community Liaison Committee members to decide.

It is important that the Community Liaison Committee be convened as soon as
possible, and while an outcome from the request to An Bord Pleanala is awaited, the
Council remains available to assist the members in selecting two committee members
with the possibility of a third elected member being added should the response from
An Bord Pleanala indicate that it is in order to do so.

22. Question submitted by Councillor O’'Donovan

I will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick for the procedures in
place for social housing applicants who are homeless, and do not have a permanent
residential address; what documentation such applicants are required to provide; and how
Limerick City and County Council ensures that the absence of a permanent address does not
disadvantage an applicant in maintaining or progressing their housing application.

REPLY: Firstly, all complete housing applications received through the Homeless Action Team
on behalf of homeless clients are expedited by the Assessments Team.

A designated member of the Assessments Team deals exclusively with homeless
applications and liaises directly with the Homeless Action Team where any additional
or missing information is required.

Where an application is submitted directly to the Assessments Team by an applicant
who states that they are homeless or couch surfing, the Assessments Team will liaise
with the Homeless Action Team to establish whether the applicant has been assessed
by their unit and, if so, the outcome of that assessment.

If the applicant has not previously contacted the Homeless Action Team and is advised
by the Assessments Team to do so, confirmation from the Homeless Action Team that
the applicant has been assessed by them and is eligible to use the Homeless Action
Team address for correspondence is required before this can be accepted as their
address for the housing application.

In the absence of such confirmation, a certified address is required. Where an

applicant does not have a certified tenancy, for example, where they are couch

surfing, the following documentation is required:

o A letter from the householder confirming that the applicant is residing at the
address;

e A utility bill or other official bill in the householder’s name for that address; and

e An official document in the applicant’s own name showing that same address. This
may include a bank statement, social welfare statement, Revenue document, or
similar official correspondence.



Every effort is made by the Assessments Team to assist applicants and facilitate the
process as much as possible, particularly where there are difficulties in providing the
required documentation.

23. Question submitted by Councillor Kiely

I will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick for a full list of
undeveloped land parcels suitable for residential developments owned by Limerick City and
County Council in the Metropolitan District of Limerick and the year they were acquired by
this Authority.

REPLY: This request will require a large body of work to be collated with co-operation across
multiple directorates. The timeframe available to collate the information is not

adequate to supply the information to the September district meeting.

| will revert to you with the data requested for the October district meeting.

24. Question submitted by Councillor Gavan

1 will ask at the next Metropolitan District of Limerick for an update on the Arthur's Quay
Masterplan in light of the Transport Strategy for Limerick.

REPLY: The Council is progressing options assessment for Sarsfield House site. The options
shortlisting and outcome of the draft Limerick City Centre Transport Plan will inform
the conclusion of the Arthurs Quay framework, noting that the initial Arthurs Quay
assessment determined that the park is to be largely retained with extension of the
park being considered in conjunction with Sarsfield House options assessment.

25. Question submitted by Councillor Beasley

I will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick for a breakdown of
vacant and boarded-up housing properties across the Limerick Metropolitan Area, split by
Limerick City East, City West and City North, showing:

e The length of time each property has been vacant/boarded-up;
e The projected timeframe for bringing each property back into use.

Please provide the timeframes in weeks/months, broken down individually by property.

REPLY: Limerick City and County Council has 119 applicable properties within these Local
Electoral Areas.

1. Of these, 73 are vacant units. A number of these properties have been recently
acquired by the Local Authority or are located within designated regeneration



2.

areas. These units are eligible for capital funding under programmes such as SHIP
Renew, SHIP LA-Led Buy and Renew, and Estate-Wide Regeneration Works. Before
any refurbishment or regeneration works can commence, funding applications
must be submitted to and approved by the Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage.

Housing Construction do not record the boarding-up date but instead the
acquisition date. It is assumed boarding up will take place once acquired.

The remaining 46 properties are void units meaning they became vacant following
the departure of a tenant. Of these, 37 properties are eligible for the €11,000 Void
Refurbishment Grant, while 9 properties will be funded directly by the local

authority.

The distribution of the 119 vacant properties across the Metropolitan Districts is as

follows:

Metropolitan West: 31 units
Metropolitan North: 53 units
Metropolitan East: 35 units.

NO OF
ESTIMATED
ADDRESS ELECTORAL [MONTHS DATE OFFUNDING
AREA BOARDED
up COMPLETION

Estate Wide Regeneration
Galtee Drive, Limerick Metro East |1 To Be Confirmed [Works
Newtown Manor, Limerick Metro East |1 23/10/2026 Voids Funding
Hyde Villas, Limerick Metro East |1 31/12/2026 Own Resources
Linden Court, Limerick Metro East |1 31/03/2027 Voids Funding
Kilmurry Park, Limerick Metro East |2 07/11/2026 Voids Funding

Estate Wide Regeneration
Galtee Drive, Limerick Metro East |3 To Be Confirmed [Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Valley View, Limerick Metro East |3 To Be Confirmed [Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Maigue Way, Limerick Metro East |3 07/11/2026 Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Maigue Way, Limerick Metro East |3 07/11/2026 Works
Fairview Crescent, Limerick Metro East |3 14/10/2026 Voids Funding
Rowan Court, Limerick Metro East |4 30/09/2026 Voids Funding
Fairview Terrace, Limerick Metro East |5 09/10/2026 Own Resources
Galvone Road, Limerick Metro East |6 30/10/2026 Voids Funding




Estate Wide Regeneration

Chesterfield Downes, Limerick |Metro East |7 24/09/2027 Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Star Court, Limerick Metro East |7 To Be Confirmed [Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Valley View, Limerick Metro East |7 To Be Confirmed |Works
Davitt Street, Limerick Metro East |7 28/02/2027 Own Resources
Sycamore Avenue, Limerick Metro East |7 27/02/2027 SHIP Renew
Saint Patricks Villas, Limerick Metro East |7 26/10/2026 Voids Funding

Estate Wide Regeneration
Castle Street, Limerick Metro East |8 31/12/2027 Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Galtee Drive, Limerick Metro East |8 To Be Confirmed [Works
Ballyclough Avenue, Limerick Metro East |8 18/12/2026 LA Led Buy & Renew
Daly Avenue, Limerick Metro East |8 30/09/2026 Voids Funding
Hyde Villas, Limerick Metro East |9 30/10/2026 Voids Funding
Pearse Avenue, Limerick Metro East |12 31/03/2027 SHIP Renew

Estate Wide Regeneration
Valley View, Limerick Metro East |19 To Be Confirmed |Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Valley View, Limerick Metro East |20 To Be Confirmed |Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Galtee Drive, Limerick Metro East |23 To Be Confirmed [Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Deer Court, Limerick Metro East |23 To Be Confirmed |Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Lilac Court, Limerick Metro East |25 28/02/2027 Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Valley View, Limerick Metro East |25 To Be Confirmed [Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Lilac Court, Limerick Metro East |29 To Be Confirmed [Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Markievicz Drive, Limerick Metro East |34 28/02/2027 Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Valley View, Limerick Metro East |36 28/02/2027 Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Galtee Drive, Limerick Metro East |37 28/02/2027 Works

Grattan Court, Limerick

Metro North

[

To Be Confirmed

Voids Funding

Sarsfield Gardens, Limerick

Metro North

[

To Be Confirmed

Estate Wide Regeneration
Works

Hartigan Villas, Limerick

Metro North

[

To Be Confirmed

Estate Wide Regeneration
Works

Saint Munchins Street, Limerick

Metro North

[uY

To Be Confirmed

Estate Wide Regeneration
Works




Cosgrave Park, Limerick

Metro North

To Be Confirmed

Estate Wide Regeneration
Works

Cross Roads, Limerick

Metro North

To Be Confirmed

Own Resources

New Road Court, Limerick

Metro North

To Be Confirmed

Own Resources

New Road, Limerick

Metro North

To Be Confirmed

Voids Funding

Cross Roads, Limerick

Metro North

To Be Confirmed

\oids Funding

Flood Street, Limerick

Metro North

To Be Confirmed

Voids Funding

Kileely Court, Limerick

Metro North

To Be Confirmed

Voids Funding

O'Callaghan Avenue, Limerick

Metro North

To Be Confirmed

Voids Funding

Abbeyview, Limerick

Metro North

NN EEREEREE

To Be Confirmed

Voids Funding

Cliona Park, Limerick

Metro North

To Be Confirmed

Estate Wide Regeneration
Works

3
Kileely Court, Limerick Metro North 3 09/10/2026 Voids Funding
Gaol Lane, Limerick Metro North |4 25/09/2026 Voids funding
Summer Street, Limerick Metro North |5 30/09/2026 Voids Funding
Island Road, Limerick Metro North |5 08/10/2026 Voids Funding

Saint Bridget's Avenue, Limerick

Metro North

To Be Confirmed

Estate Wide Regeneration
Works

Estate Wide Regeneration

Cliona Park, Limerick Metro North |6 30/11/2026 Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Cliona Park, Limerick Metro North |6 30/11/2026 Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Nicholas Street, Limerick Metro North |7 30/06/2027 Works

Sarsfield Gardens, Limerick

Metro North

To Be Confirmed

Estate Wide Regeneration
Works

7
Old Clare Street, Limerick Metro North |7 09/10/2026 Own Resources
Camira Court, Limerick Metro North |7 30/09/2026 Voids Funding
Shanabooley Road, Limerick Metro North |7 30/09/2026 Voids Funding
Saint Michaels Court, Limerick |Metro North |8 09/10/2026 Own Resources
Saint Michaels Court, Limerick |Metro North |8 09/10/2026 Voids Funding
Hassett Villas, Limerick Metro North 9 30/09/2026 Voids Funding

Cosgrave Park, Limerick

Metro North

To Be Confirmed

Estate Wide Regeneration
Works

Saint Munchins Street, Limerick

Metro North

11

To Be Confirmed

Estate Wide Regeneration
Works

Estate Wide Regeneration

Cliona Park, Limerick Metro North |11 30/11/2026 Works
Estate Wide Regeneration
Sarsfield Avenue, Limerick Metro North |12 30/07/2027 Works
O'Callaghan Avenue, Limerick  |Metro North |12 28/11/2027 SHIP Renew
Johnsgate Village, Limerick Metro North |12 30/03/2027 SHIP Renew
Rossa Avenue, Limerick Metro North |12 30/03/2027 SHIP Renew
Shanabooley Road, Limerick Metro North (14 28/09/2026 Voids Funding




Estate Wide Regeneration

Cliona Park, Limerick Metro North |15 30/11/2026 Works
Pike Avenue, Limerick Metro North |17 30/07/2027 SHIP Renew

Estate Wide Regeneration
Saint Colmcille Street, Limerick |Metro North |18 24/09/2027 Works

Dalgaish Park, Limerick

Metro North

18

To Be Confirmed

Estate Wide Regeneration
Works

College Avenue, Limerick

Metro North

19

28/02/2027

Estate Wide Regeneration
Works

Cosgrave Park, Limerick

Metro North

19

To Be Confirmed

Estate Wide Regeneration
Works

Estate Wide Regeneration

Saint Brendan Street, Limerick |Metro North |21 To Be Confirmed [Works
Bishop Street, Limerick Metro North |26 30/07/2027 SHIP Renew
Davin Gardens, Limerick Metro North |26 30/04/2027 SHIP Renew
Mayorstone Drive, Limerick Metro North |27 30/09/2026 SHIP Renew

Estate Wide Regeneration
Oliver Plunkett Street, Limerick |Metro North |30 30/11/2026 Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Saint Bridget's Avenue, Limerick |Metro North |31 25/09/2026 Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Saint Colmcille Street, Limerick |Metro North |38 25/09/2026 Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Oliver Plunkett Street, Limerick |Metro North |50 30/11/2026 Works

Cliona Park, Limerick

Metro North

Ul
N

To Be Confirmed

Estate Wide Regeneration
Works

Clancy Strand, Limerick

Metro North

a1
B

03/12/2027

SHIP Renew

Tara Court, Limerick Metro West |1 To Be Confirmed |[Own Resources
Tara Court, Limerick Metro West |1 To Be Confirmed |Voids funding
Meagher Close, Limerick Metro West |1 To Be Confirmed |Voids funding
Raheen Square, Limerick Metro West |1 To Be Confirmed |Voids funding
Sarsfield Park, Limerick Metro West |1 To Be Confirmed |Voids funding
Schoolhouse Lane, Limerick Metro West |2 30/09/2026 Own Resources
Sarsfield Park, Limerick Metro West |2 31/12/2026 Voids funding
Raheen Square, Limerick Metro West |2 31/12/2026 Voids funding
Father Russell Road, Limerick Metro West |2 31/10/2026 Voids funding
Saint Michael's Court, Limerick |Metro West |2 30/11/2026 Voids funding
Tara Court, Limerick Metro West |2 30/11/2026 Voids funding
Estate Wide Regeneration

Byrne Avenue, Limerick Metro West |5 To Be Confirmed [Works

Newtown House, Limerick

Metro West |7

30/09/2026

Voids Funding

Hyde Road, Limerick

Metro West |7

31/10/2026

Voids Funding

Hyde Avenue, Limerick

Metro West

To Be Confirmed

Estate Wide Regeneration
Works




Sarsfield Street, Limerick Metro West |8 31/12/2028 SHIP Renew
Hyde Road, Limerick Metro West |8 27/02/2027 SHIP Renew

Estate Wide Regeneration
Crecora Avenue, Limerick Metro West (9 To Be Confirmed [Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
O'Curry Street, Limerick Metro West |12 29/06/2029 Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Hyde Road, Limerick Metro West (14 31/07/2027 Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Hyde Road, Limerick Metro West (14 31/07/2027 Works
Rosbrien Terrace (Saint
Anthony's), Limerick Metro West |15 16/06/2028 LA Led Buy & Renew
Tara Court, Limerick Metro West |16 31/08/2026 Voids Funding

Estate Wide Regeneration
Lenihan Avenue, Limerick Metro West |21 To Be Confirmed |Works

Estate Wide Regeneration
Crecora Avenue, Limerick Metro West |23 To Be Confirmed [Works
Lodge Building at Patrickswell,
Limerick Metro West |41 31/12/2026 SHIP Renew
Hyde Road, Limerick Metro West |46 30/11/2026 SHIP Renew
Hyde  Avenue Ballinacurra
Weston, Limerick Metro West |53 30/11/2026 SHIP Renew

Estate Wide Regeneration
Hyde Road, Limerick Metro West |65 31/07/2027 Works
Lenihan Avenue, Limerick Metro West |65 01/12/2028 SHIP Renew
Lenihan Avenue, Limerick Metro West (137 01/12/2028 SHIP Renew

26. Question submitted by Councillor McSweeney

I will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick for a full update on
the delivery of Affordable Purchase Housing in the Patrickswell area, in light of the
significant ongoing housing developments.

The update should include details of any schemes currently under consideration, Part V
agreements, and indicative timelines for the delivery of Affordable Purchase homes and all
other information deemed necessary.

REPLY: The table below provides details of the proposed Local Authority led affordable
purchase housing delivery (excluding the First Homes Scheme) in the Patrickswell

area:
Land Project Name Planning Project | Total | Project Indicative Substantial
Affordable | Ownership Reference | Phase | Units | Status Register Completion
Delivery Launch Date
Stream Date




Affordable | Private Glenwood, 23/60144 | 1/1 4 Proposal | 30/04/2027 | 31/10/2027
Part vV Ballyanrahan,Patrickswell

(Automatic

DHLGH

Approval)

Affordable | Private Barnakyle, Patrickswell 25/61228 | 1/1 6 Proposal | 30/06/2027 | 31/12/2027
Part Vv

(Automatic

DHLGH

Approval)

Affordable | LA Direct Marian Park, Patrickswell | N/A 1/1 6 Proposal | 29/09/2027 | 30/03/2028
non-Part V

Affordable | Private Glenwood, 23/60144 | 1/1 33 Proposal | 31/08/2027 | 31/03/2028
non-Part V BallyanrahanPatrickswell

Affordable | Private Barnakyle, Patrickswell - | 25/60633 | 1/3 10 Proposal | 15/09/2027 | 31/03/2028
non-Part V Phase 1

Affordable | Private Barnakyle, Patrickswell - | 25/60633 | 2/3 8 Proposal | 15/06/2028 | 15/12/2028
non-Part V Phase 2

Affordable | Private Barnakyle, Patrickswell - | 25/60633 | 3/3 12 Proposal | 31/08/2028 | 01/03/2029
non-Part V Phase 3*

Note: For Affordable non-Part Vs, the substantial completion dates are dependent on
eligibility under the Affordable Housing Fund and timely approvals from the
Department of Housing, Local Government & Heritage (DHLGH).

*Further phases are yet to be negotiated

27. Question submitted by Councillor Donoghue

I will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick what services are in
place to assist families living in private rented accommodation, who do not qualify for social
housing, and who are facing eviction.

REPLY:

Households facing eviction are encouraged to engage with the Homeless Action Team
(HAT) at their earliest opportunity. The team will assess their individual circumstances
and provide information on available supports and accommodation options that may
require placement into emergency accommodation. Where appropriate, the
Homeless Action Team will signpost or refer households to relevant services and
supports such as tenancy protection services available through Threshold. Threshold
provides support and guidance on illegal evictions, unreasonable rent increases and
tenancy terminations. The Homeless Action Team may also refer families to the
Residential Tenancies Board (RTB) if they are having landlord disputes. In some cases,
households may also be assessed under the Cost Rental Tenant In-Situ (CRTiS)
Scheme, but this is subject to income thresholds and landlord intention to sell the
property.




Persons living in private rented accommodation can make an application for a Local
Authority Home Loan to purchase a property in the Limerick City & County Council
area of operation. The applicant(s) must fulfil the scheme eligibility requirements as
well as undergoing a credit check. Where a person has been issued with a valid Notice
to Quit (NTQ) and meets the loan eligibility criteria, a decision on their application can
be fast tracked. If this is successful, they are issued with an Approval in Principle, valid
for 6 months. Limerick City & County Council do not assist in sourcing properties for
them.

28. Question submitted by Councillor Donoghue

1 will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick what are the planned
events for Hallowe'en in Limerick, and if there is a parade planned as part of the festivities.

REPLY: Limerick will once again participate in Failte Ireland’s “Home of Halloween” initiative
in 2026, marking the second year of the national programme. A presentation on the
planned programme of events will be given at the next meeting of the Metropolitan
District of Limerick on 21st September.

29. Question submitted by Councillor Donoghue

1 will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick if a CCTV application
can be commenced for the Baggot Estate community garden following a number of
malicious fires and vandalism that took place there over the Summer.

REPLY: Limerick City and County Council can commence the preliminary assessment process
for a potential Community CCTV scheme at the Baggot Estate Community Garden.
However, it should be noted that Community CCTV schemes are subject to a lengthy
and complex statutory approval process and cannot proceed unless it can be
demonstrated that CCTV is justified, necessary and proportionate in response to an
identified crime or public safety issue. The early stages of the process involve
consultation with the Council's Data Protection Officer and Digital Services
Department and it is heavily reliant on a Garda Analyst Crime Report, which examines
crime and incident statistics for the relevant area over the preceding five years and
forms a key part of the evidence required to assess whether a CCTV scheme can be
justified.

Should the Garda analysis support the proposal, a detailed CCTV project proposal
would then be required, which includes the identification of a sustainable funding
source. It should be strongly noted that the availability of funding is a critical factor in
determining whether any Community CCTV scheme can progress. In addition to the
significant capital costs associated with installation, provision must also be made for
ongoing costs of maintenance, repairs, connectivity and lifecycle replacement of
equipment. At present, there is no identified funding or budget available to fund the
development of any new Community CCTV schemes.



Consequently, while the initial assessment process can commence, progression
beyond the early stages would be dependent on the outcome of the Garda analysis
and the identification of an appropriate funding source.

30. Question submitted by Councillor Hickey-O’Mara

I will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick:

If the Autism Working Group is still in existence;
If so, do they have any updates on their efforts to achieve an Autism Friendly Limerick;
Who currently sits on the Autism Working Group.

REPLY: In 2021, Limerick City & County Council was successful in its application for funding

under the Disability Participation and Awareness Fund (DPAF), a once off funding call,
from the Department of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth. The
application from Limerick sought to support the development of Limerick as an
autism-friendly location. The successful proposal saw a 12-month workplan run from
March 2022 to March 2023. At a meeting of the Community, Leisure and Culture SPC
in December 2022, it was agreed that a committee would be formed to oversee the
project to completion. Membership of the committee was drawn from the following:-
Rep. from SPC, Staff of Limerick City & County Council, Rep. from Autism community,
Ballyhoura Development, West Limerick Resources, Paul Partnership, Limerick PPN,
Library Service, Limerick Sports Partnership, HSE, LCETB. The Chair of the committee
was CllIr. Kieran O’Hanlon.

Although it is some considerable time since that committee last met, staff of the
Community Development department have continued to build on the work that was
originally outlined in the DPAF application and overseen by that committee. Then in
August 2024, the Government launched the National Autism Innovation Strategy and
Limerick City and County Council committed to deliver on three action items assigned
to all Local Authorities in that strategy.

1.(Action 61) To make playgrounds inclusive, enjoyable and accessible for all
children, including autistic children, we will expand the installation of
communication boards in public playgrounds across all local authorities.

Action Taken:
From the beginning of 2025 Limerick City and County Council (LCCC) has installed
communication boards in the following playgrounds:

Abbeyfeale, Newcastlewest (The Demesne), Askeaton, Cappamore, Kilmallock, Lough
Gur Playground, Castleconnell, Kings Island, Moyross, Mungret Park.

The Council also installed autism friendly car parking spaces at the following parks:
Mungret Park — 4 spaces, Castletroy Park — 2 spaces, Shelbourne Park — 2 spaces.



2.(Action 68) To build on existing efforts at local government level to support autistic
people in the community, we will engage in the sharing of information and best
practice on supporting autistic people across the local government sector through
existing programmes and forums.

Action Taken:

Limerick City & County Council invited companies to tender for delivery of a training
programme on Autism Awareness to Council staff and community groups. The training
programme involved two elements: Initial Training and Follow-Up Training. Initial
training was offered to staff across all departments of the Council and Elected
Members, and later to members of the Public Participation Network. The breakdown
of attendance at all 26 sessions was as follows:

Initial Training: Staff 255, Elected Members 10, Public Participation Network 60
Follow-up Training:  Staff 42, Elected Members 3.

To mark Autism Awareness Day 2025, Limerick City & County Council hosted Autism
Information stands at our two main reception areas in Merchants Quay and
Dooradoyle office buildings. This initiative was held in conjunction with Dochas Autism
Ltd (a locally based charity who are aligned with the National charity AslAm). There
was great interest and support from staff on the day with over 20 enquiries received
between the two locations.

Limerick City & County Council also participates in the national WAM programme. The
programme is delivered by AHEAD, has has provided support to the Council in the
areas of disability proofing our HR and recruitment practices and advice on workplace
supports and accommodations.

3.(Action 69) To support autistic people to engage in events in the community, the
local government sector will further develop the work undertaken within the sector
to assist in making funded events and festivals accessible for all, including for autistic
people.

Action Taken:

In 2025, Limerick City and County Council’s Festivals and Events team engaged the
services of ASD Ireland to provide a mobile sensory unit, marquee and wheelchair area
with 12 staff for St. Patricks Festival and the International Band Championships. In
addition, a mobile sensory room and play area with two staff in attendance was
provided for the three days of Riverfest weekend. These services were again provided
for St. Patricks Day and the International Band Championships in 2026.

Limerick City and County Library Service continues to develop neurodiverse and
autism friendly services throughout the library network. In addition to the award-
winning Sensory Suite at Watch House Cross Library, we have added Sensory Pods and
Spaces in several libraries including Abbeyfeale Library and Newcastle West Library.



Since their installation, the Library Service recorded over 7,000 visits to these sensory
suite facilities.

The Library Service has also provided sensory panels and collections of sensory toys
which are available in branches across the library network. The provision of Sensory
friendly Art and Craft sessions and Storytimes is an integral element of the Library
services Family Reading Programmes such as Spring into Storytime, Summer Stars,
Childrens Book Festival & Family Time at the Library.

In 2026, an additional sensory wall panel has been purchased by Community
Development and presented to the Library service for installation at a library branch
in the county.

As part of LCCC's commitment to the local implementation of the national strategy,
we identified a number of spaces in our public offices and service areas and installed
or have planned installation of sensory equipment. The offices in question are City
Hall, Merchants Quay, County Hall, Dooradoyle, Rathkeale Area Office, Kilmallock Area
Office and Newcastle West Area Office.

This element of the project aims to make public buildings more user-friendly for
autistic persons where members of the public come in to use a particular Council
service.

Wall panels were procured and ordered for each area office. These panels were
installed in the various offices including Kilmallock Area Office and the Library Service.

LED Waterless tubes were procured and have been delivered to three locations, City
Hall, County Hall and Rathkeale Area Office.

At a community level, the Council engaged with West Limerick Resources who
initiated Autism friendly activities in west Limerick. Funding was provided to West
Limerick Resources to purchase a sensory room package for St. Ita’s Hall (community
centre), Abbeyfeale to facilitate / support access by autistic persons.

Financial assistance was also granted towards the costs of providing a space for a
group of Ukrainian families with autistic children to meet on Saturdays.

The ARISE (Activity and Recreation in an Inclusive Sensory Environment) project is
focused on the development of a sensory outdoor activity and recreation space in
Limerick designed to support the neurodiverse community, people with disabilities,
and older adults. The aim is to create a safe, inclusive environment where individuals
can regulate, exercise, and engage in meaningful recreation in a way that supports
their health and well-being.

ARISE, which emerged directly from community contributors, was recognised at the
UL Citizens’ Assembly 2025. The project was shortlisted and formally presented at the



Assembly on 1 May 2025, reflecting its strong social impact and community relevance
and was selected as one of the three winners on the day.

Limerick City and County Council identified a site near the Mungret playground and
GAA grounds and ARISE will work closely with local communities, stakeholders, and
experts to co design the space, ensuring it is inclusive, evidence-informed, and
responsive to real needs.

Most recently, the Community Development department is at an advanced stage in
the construction and fit-out of a sensory room in the Council owned Grove Island
Leisure Complex, with an official opening anticipated by the end of October 2026.

At present, the Community Development team is also working with the Mid West
School for the Deaf to provide them with a communication board as part of the
refurbishment of their school playground.

We have also reached out to AslAm, to be added to the list of towns, cities and

communities who are working to achieve Autism Friendly status and that work is
ongoing.

31. Question submitted by Councillor Hickey-O’Mara

I will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick for an update on when
the second lanes of the Coonagh-Knockalisheen Road will be opened to the public, as well
as why they have been cordoned off thus far.

REPLY: Works are ongoing for the completion of the Coonagh to Knockalisheen Distributor
Road. Traffic management for the project is the responsibility of the contractor. There
are outstanding works to be completed on the mainline and on the verges of the Dual
Carraigeway. The single lane is required to facilitate the outstanding works. Works
have commenced on closing out the outstanding snags and we await a proposed date
for the contractor to complete the works and remove the traffic management which
we expect to happen in the coming weeks.

32. Question submitted by Councillor Hickey-O’Mara

1 will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick for an update on the
Councils plans for One City One Book which has previously been confirmed to happen this
quarter.

REPLY: Limerick Library Service has made significant progress on the One County One Book
initiative. After due consultation, the author Karen Fitzgibbon has been decided upon
and agreed. Discussions between library staff and the author are ongoing to
determine how best to roll out the initiative in the most accessible and inclusive way.



The selection of the book is complete and a book supplier has been sought to provide
copies for use in the initiative. The title of the chosen book is ‘Tell The Truth’ by Karen
Fitzgibbon.

Limerick Library Service facilitates a number of adult book clubs throughout the
branch network and the members are being approached to participate. Book Clubs
tend to break during summer months and fully reconvene in October, so it was felt
that the timeline from October to December would work best.

Copies of the selected book will also be available for loan from every branch and from
the Mobile Library, to open the initiative out to all library members.

NOTICES OF MOTION

33. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Leddin

I will move at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick that this District
writes to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage and the Minister for
Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media requesting them to enable the
Metropolitan District of Limerick to have the ability to introduce a tourism tax on hotels or
short-term rentals, and that monies collected are ring fenced for tourism and marketing
related initiatives of the Metropolitan District.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Leddin, seconded by Councillor Gavan and
agreed.

With the permission of the Cathaoirleach it was agreed that Notice of Motion 37 would be
taken directly after Notice of Motion 33 as Councillor Leddin had to leave the meeting.

37. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Leddin

I will move at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick that Limerick City
and County Council consider the introduction of a dedicated WhatsApp number to allow the
public to log calls with relevant photos of issues that require repair or attention as they
arise.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Leddin and seconded by Councillor Slattery.

Members noted that they have no issue with the public contacting them directly but
acknowledged that a dedicated WhatsApp number would be a useful addition.

The Administrative Officer, Customer Services acknowledged the concerns raised by the
Members and advised that these would be taken into consideration. She outlined that a new
phone system is currently being developed and this would include a dedicated out of hours
contact line for Elected Members.



REPLY: Customers can currently contact Limerick City and County Council through a number
of channels i.e. personal interactions with Elected Members and staff, Customer
Services Desk, email, social media, telephone, Webform and My Limerick. Each of
these channels is checked by dedicated teams in Customer Services to ensure that all
queries are acknowledged and actioned as outlined in the Customer Charter.

Limerick City and County Council recognises and is working with the newer and
emerging modes of communication and channels to improve public interaction and
customer service. It is noted that there are significant scoping, resourcing, process
and data protection issues in opening any new channel of communication including
integration with the current CRM system The Council will explore the potential and
implications of a dedicated WhatsApp number as part of a wider review customer
services platforms and will revert to consult and inform the Elected Members.

34. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Secas

I will move at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick that this District
writes to Uisce Eireann requesting that, in the event of a burst water main, within the
Metropolitan District of Limerick, which results in an interruption to water supply,
immediate compensation be provided to all affected residents and that an adequate supply
of alternative drinking water be distributed promptly to every impacted household for the
duration of the outage.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Secas, seconded by Councillor Doyle and
agreed.

35. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Secas

I will move at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick that this District calls
on the Council to establish a dedicated supplementary development contribution scheme
for the wider Castletroy area, with all development contribution levies generated within the
area ringfenced and reinvested exclusively in infrastructure, community facilities, and other
strategic projects required to support the area’s significant growth.

In proposing the Motion Councillor Secas outlined the need for basic infrastructure in the
Castletroy area. The Motion was seconded by Councillor Doyle.

Members expressed concerns that establishing a dedicated supplementary development
contribution scheme for the Castletroy area could create disparities between different parts
of the Metropolitan District and have a negative impact on investment in other areas.



The Senior Planner advised that, under the provisions of the Planning and Development Act
2000, as amended, and the current Development Contribution Scheme, this could not be
facilitated.

Some Members indicated their opposition to the Motion suggesting that ringfencing
development contributions for a specific area would be contrary to the principle of equitable
distribution of resources and could disadvantage less affluent communities.

Members requested a workshop on existing and potential funding opportunities for
infrastructure and community development projects. The Acting Director agreed to facilitate
the workshop.

REPLY: The Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, provides for general
development contributions under Section 48, supplementary development
contributions under Section 49 and special development contributions under Section
48(2)(c).

The Council’s Development Contribution Scheme 2025-2031, adopted under Section
48, is based on an indicative €209 million capital programme and already includes
projects serving Castletroy and the wider area. These include the M7 Junction 28
Mackey Junction and the National Technology Park/University of Limerick Link Road,
the Groody Road slip road and bus lane, Groody Valley Park, a new Castletroy library
and graveyard, community centre infrastructure and pre-development works.

Section 49 permits a supplementary scheme only for a defined area and a specified
public infrastructure project or service that directly benefits the development
charged. Any supplementary levy would be additional to the general Section 48
contribution.

The 2013 Development Contributions Guidelines for Planning Authorities expressly
caution against double charging. It would therefore be inappropriate to impose a
Section 49 contribution for infrastructure already included in the capital programme
underpinning the adopted Section 48 Scheme as set out above.

Accordingly, having regard to the recent adoption of the Section 48 Scheme, the
inclusion of significant Castletroy projects and the requirement to avoid double
charging, the infrastructure requirements of the wider Castletroy area are more
appropriately addressed, at present, through the implementation and ongoing review
of the adopted Section 48 Scheme

The establishment of a dedicated Supplementary Development Contribution Scheme
for the wider Castletroy area would require the identification and costings of specific
infrastructure projects, that are not already included in the Section 48 scheme, and
the definition of the geographic area to which the scheme would apply.

36. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Kiely




I will move at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick that a review takes
place on the managed biodiversity areas in housing estates, especially in Kennedy Park and
Glasgow Park, to ensure residents in the area are not prevented from using it, with due
consideration for our climate targets in mind.

In proposing the Motion Councillor Kiely highlighted the importance of the need for safe play
areas for children. The Motion was seconded by Councillor Slattery.

Following discussion, the Senior Engineer, Environment, Rural Water and Climate Action
agreed to hold a briefing on biodiversity and grass cutting in the Metropolitan District.
Members suggested that the Area Briefings would be a more suitable platform for this
discussion.

REPLY: Limerick City and County Council (LCCC) has signed up to the All-Ireland Pollinator
Plan, who’s aim is to provide a friendly environment for wild bees and other
pollinators. One of the core goals is to create pockets of nature friendly habitats across
the city and county. Parks are an essential amenity for the public and provide an
essential habitat for biodiversity, and act as a carbon sink. To ensure that the public
enjoy the maximum benefits of these green areas, the Parks section will work with the
residents and elected members, to ensure grass is managed in a way that benefits the
residents and allows LCCC to meet its biodiversity and climate action obligations.

38. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor O’'Donovan

I will move at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick for the options now
available to residents to dispose of unwanted clothing and textiles following the removal of
clothing banks, and that clear and updated information on available textile recycling
options is published by the Council.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor O’Donovan and seconded by Councillor
Hickey-O’Mara.

In proposing the Motion, Councillor O’Donovan requested that clear and up-to-date
information on available textile recycling options be published on the Council's website and
that engagement takes place with local charity shops to assist in communicating these options
to the public.

Following discussion, the Senior Engineer, Environment, Rural Water and Climate Action
agreed to bring this matter to the Climate Action, Biodiversity and Environment Strategic
Policy Committee for consideration.

REPLY: The removal of the textile banks was necessary due to ongoing operational difficulties
including continuous overfilling and illegal dumping.



Members of the public can continue to recycle unwanted clothing and textiles at the
following locations:

1. Textiles and clothing are accepted at the Civic Amenity Sites in Mungret, Newcastle
West and Kilmallock.

2. Clean clothes & household textiles can be donated to charity shops. You can check
locations & opening hours on the MyWaste Textile Locator Map -
https://textilesmap.mywaste.ie/

3. Return to retail — H&M, Primark and TK Maxx all offer instore return.

4. You can donate via PostBack an Oxfam/An Post Initiative, find out more here:
https://www.oxfamireland.org/postback-donate-by-post-for-free

5. You can resell or donate items on various online resale platforms locally &
nationally

6. Check out local community initiatives such as Gear Swapping and schools initiatives
for Halloween Costumes & Christmas Jumpers

We are currently updating the Council's website to provide clear information on textile
recycling options available to residents. This information will also continue to be
promoted through the Council's social media channels to ensure residents are aware
of the alternatives following the removal of the textile banks.

39. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Doyle

I will move at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick this District writes
to the Minister of State Mr. Kevin Moran, responsible for the Office of Public Works,
requesting that the new 14 storey building in Opera Square, Limerick be named the 'Donogh
O’Malley Tower' in honour of the late Minister for Education and Limerick man, Donogh
O’Malley, who announced free secondary education sixty years ago on 10" September
1966.

In proposing the Motion Councillor Doyle highlighted the importance of ensuring the public
was aware of the significant contribution Donogh O’Malley made to Limerick. This motion
was seconded by Councillor O’'Donovan and agreed.

Members commented that the announcement of free secondary education was one of the

most significant decisions in the history of the state.

40. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Gavan

1 will move at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick that this District calls
on the Minister of Enterprise, Trade and Tourism, working in conjunction with Revenue, to
urgently reform the planned increased charges to tobacco and nicotine licensing for 2027,
to ensure a tiered system of charges, so that small independent retailers will not be charged
the current proposed flat fees of €1,800 per annum, which will disproportionately impact


https://textilesmap.mywaste.ie/
https://www.oxfamireland.org/postback-donate-by-post-for-free

small businesses and most likely result in closure of many small operators across our towns
and villages.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Gavan, seconded by Councillor Doyle and
agreed.

41. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Gavan

I will move at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick that this District calls
on the Minister of Transport to immediately abandon planned transport increases from
January, maintaining affordable fares for passengers whilst committing to significant
improvements in service provision locally and nationwide.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Gavan, seconded by Councillor Hickey-
O’Mara and agreed.

Suspension of Standing Orders

On the proposal of Councillor Kiely and seconded by Councillor Hickey-O’Mara, Standing
Order 4 was suspended in order to complete the Meeting.

42. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Beasley

I will move at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick that Limerick City
and County Council carries out a traffic survey and signal-timing review of the Rhebogue
Hill/Rhebogue Road/Park Road junction with the Dublin Road, focused on the morning and
evening peak periods (8am-10am and 3pm-6pm), and reports back to Council with its
findings and any recommended remedial action, including a review of the routing of
articulated heavy goods vehicles through the junction where necessary.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Beasley and seconded by Councillor Hickey-
O’Mara.

REPLY: The three junctions located on Park Road were upgraded in August 2024 with funding
provided through the Active Travel Programme.

The junctions were subsequently re-validated in October/November 2024 to assess
traffic signals and improvements post upgrades. This process included monitoring
traffic during both peak and off-peak periods to assess and optimise traffic flow.

A site survey is scheduled for this Rhebogue Road/Park Road junction week beginning
21st September and will be conducted over three days. A report on the findings from
this survey will be brought to Council.



43. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Kiely

I will move at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick that this District
writes to the Department of Transport and the National Transport Authority to ask for
additional road budget specifically for bus routes in the city where there has been a serious
deterioration with visible tracks on roads across the city due to the weight of the new bus
fleet.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Kiely, seconded by Councillor Benson and
agreed.

On the proposal of Councillor Benson and seconded by Councillor Kiely, it was agreed to
amend the Notice of Motion to include writing to TII:

I will move at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick that this District writes
to the Department of Transport, the National Transport Authority and Tll to ask for additional
road budget specifically for bus routes in the city where there has been a serious deterioration
with visible tracks on roads across the city due to the weight of the new bus fleet.

Members highlighted the need to develop a strategy for dealing with roads that have
deteriorated and suggested that the Members would provide the Acting Senior Engineer,
Central Services, Traffic and Roads with details of the locations requiring attention.

The Acting Senior Engineer, Central Services, Traffic and Roads, acknowledged Members'
concerns and agreed that these roads required improvement, noting that the associated costs
would be significant. He advised that he would continue to seek additional funding for road
maintenance works.

44, Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Donoghue

I will move at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick that Limerick City
and County Council coordinates its internal stakeholders, such as Planning, Building Control,
Conservation, Roads, Active Travel and so on, to hold regular one-stop-shop clinics for pre-
planning applications to provide coordinated advice to potential applicants.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Donoghue and seconded by Councillor
Gavan.

REPLY: The Planning Authority currently facilitates a coordinated approach to pre-planning
consultations with prospective applicants, and meetings are scheduled every week. In
advance of these meetings internal consultations take place between the planners and
relevant internal stakeholders to coordinate the advice provided to prospective
applicants.



On Large Scale Residential Developments (LRD’s) and other large scale and/or complex
developments, representatives from all relevant internal stakeholders with
knowledge and expertise in the matters concerned attend the meeting.

(Internal stakeholders include Roads, Active Travel, Archaeologist, Conservation
Officer (on Protected Structures and Architectural Conservation Areas),
Ecologist/Heritage Officer (on SAC’s, SPA’s, NHA's, Environment (on-site wastewater
treatment systems etc.), Housing (on Part V social and affordable), Flooding & Fire.)

45, Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Donoghue

1 will move at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick that Limerick City
and County Council installs a pedestrian crossing at the junction of Newenham Street to
Barrington Street to allow pedestrians to safely cross Quinlan Street.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Donoghue and seconded by Councillor
Hickey-O’Mara.

REPLY: This request will be reviewed in the context of the Draft Limerick City Centre Transport
Plan, the proposed Public Realm Strategy and the BusConnects programme.

A further update will follow once the Draft Limerick City Centre Transport Plan and
the proposed Public Realm Strategy are finalised.

46. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Hickey-O’Mara

I will move at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick that measures are
swiftly taken to improve public lighting in Shelbourne Park, thereby helping to address
safety concerns among members of the public, particularly as we enter the darker half of
the year.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Hickey-O’Mara and seconded by Councillor
Donoghue.

Following discussions, it was agreed by Councillor Hickey O’Mara to amend the Notice of
Motion as follows:

I will move at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick that measures are
swiftly taken to improve public lighting in Shelbourne Park, thereby helping to address safety
concerns among members of the public, particularly as we enter the darker half of the year
and that an audit of lighting in all public parks across the Metropolitan District be undertaken.

The Acting Director of Services, Environment, Climate Action and Fire and the Senior Engineer,
Environment, Rural Water and Climate Action, agreed to review this matter with the Climate
Action, Biodiversity and Environment Strategic Policy Committee.



REPLY: Limerick City and County Council can carry out a review of the public lighting in
Shelbourne Park.

Any proposed alterations to lighting would be subject to the Planning process and
would require appropriate assessment screening and the input of an ecologist.
Choosing the correct lighting system can provide both safety and facilitate nocturnal
animals.

It is the Council’s intention to crown raise trees in the coming weeks which may assist

with lighting issues in some locations. It is also important to point out that the Parks
closing times will be adjusting towards a closing time of 4.30pm for the winter months.

47. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor Hickey-O’Mara

I will move at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick that this District
writes to both the Minister of Health, Jennifer Carroll McNeil and Minister for State with
responsibility for Mental Health, Mary Butler, to call on them to:

e Increase mental health spending to 10% of the total Health Budget in line with
Sldintecare in Budget 2027;

e Implement the recommendations set out by the IACP in their Pre-Budget submission
2027.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Hickey-O’Mara, seconded by Councillor
Benson and agreed.

48. Correspondence

Correspondence was noted and taken as read.

This concluded the Meeting.

Signed:

CATHAOIRLEACH



