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Irish Policy Context

National Planning Framework Project 2040
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Quiet Areas

The further enjoyment and protection of natural
resources, such as our green spaces and sea
frontage, through the preservation of low sound
levels or a reduction in undesirably high noise
levels, is particularly important for providing
respite from high levels of urban noise. As part of
noise action plans, an extra value placed on these
areas, in terms of environmental quality and the
consequential positive impact on quality of life
and health, due to low environmental noise, can
assist in achieving this.
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9.4 Creating a Clean Environment for a Healthy Society

National Policy Objective 94

Promote the pro-active management of noise
where it is likely to have significant adverse
impacts on health and quality of life and
support the aims of the Environmental Noise
Regulations through Strategic Noise Maps,
Noise Action Plans and national planning
guidance.

First revision, April 2025

6.2 Healthy Communities

Decisions made regarding land use and the built
environment, including transportation, affect these
health risks in a variety of ways, for example through
influencing noise, air and water quality, traffic

safety, opportunities for physical activity and social
interactions as well as access to workplace, education,
healthcare and other facilities and services such as
food and alcohol outlets.

National Policy Objective 36

Support the objectives of public health policy
including the Healthy Ireland Framework and
the National Physical Activity Plan, though
integrating such policies, where appropriate
and at the applicable scale, with planning
policy.




Limerick Development Plan - Adoption of ProPG

Element 3 — External Amenity
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1ISO 129123 Series Parts 1to 3

1SS0 12913-1:2014

Acoustics — Soundscape
Part 1: Definition and conceptual framework

" ISO/TS 12913-2:2018

Acoustics — Soundscape
Part 2: Data collection and reporting

Published (Edition 1, 2014)
= This publication was last reviewed and confirmed in 2025. Therefore
__this version remains current.

requirements

= Published (Edition 1, 2018)

Context

Sound
sources interrelationships between person and activity and place, in space and time

Distribution of
sources in

space and time

Acoustic Auditory
environment sensation

Interpretaﬂon
of auditory Responses
sensation Short-term reaction

Physical phenomenon Auditory stimuli

INTERNATIONAL IS0
STANDARD 12913-1

TR

Auditory perception

ISO/TS 12913-3:2025

Acoustics — Soundscape
Part 3: Data analysis

Published (Edition 2, 2025)

Starting with previous edition 2019




People’s Park CQA Investigation - Series of Soundwalks / Binaural Analysis between 2023 and 2025
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People’s Park CQA Investigation - Estimation of Preferred Soundscape

Expected

N 4 Q/ : *

v, , \ Mixed +ve/-ve s

"3 / . >
o Pleasantness Ly \
To'd : Expected ; :
. o - (L %
A ey Positive ég

Pleasantness

/ Combhairle Cathrach
& Contae Luimnigh
A~ ~

— Limerick City
& County Council



People’s Park Quiet Area Designation

DCEE Approval — 24t March

096 Limerick city park officially

designated as ‘quiet area’

By Adam Leahy - April 17,2026

Next steps —

Liaise with Forward Planning to
develop an objective for the
Quiet Area under the next
Limerick Development Plan.

* Zoning

* Park management

* Land use management

* Support of complementary
measures (e.g. Transport
Management Strategy, Public
Realm Strategy etc.)

Keeping Limerick Posted

Post

G e T
T g
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The People's Park in Limerick City Centre.
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Framework for Assessment of CQAs

Identification of Candidate Quiet Areas

’------

\\
~

Initial Assessment

Soundscape Assessment

Evaluation of Candidate Quiet Area

Proposed Quiet Area Protection (and

Soundscape Improvement)

* Sound pressure levels of restorative spaces vs Sound quality

deserves consideration

* Process of assessment developed by LCCC in partnership with
NCL - uses soundscape approach cognisant of ISO/TS 12913

Parts 1-3

* Method applied to People’s Park and Castletroy Greenway
CQAs

* Method applicable only to agglomerations due to definition of
QAs in open country - ENR 2018 (DECC Circular)
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Absolute CQA: LAeqg,16hr =< 50 dB
Relative CQA: LAeg,16hr =<_Median LAeq,16hr (established from
CQA from strategic noise mapping)

I

|

Environmental

' !

No Yes

assessment designation

l l (Optional)
Environmental Human and natural
|— noise dominant sounds dominant

Qualitative/Quantitative Recommend Quiet Area ‘ l
. (data

noise dominant

Human and natural
sounds dominant

!

SOUNDSCAPE ASSESSMENT

I

collected/reported and

analysed cognisant of
150 12913-2:2018/-
3:2019)

- (data

collected/reported and
analysed cognisant of
1SO 12913-2:2018/-
3:2019)

l

l

Long-term representativeness of data collected e.g. time/s of year, time/s of day, potential changes to acoustic environment
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1| Industry Motorised Construction |} Human Recreation Social / Social 1| Nature |I

| transport Il movement communal signals |
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1_( ENVIRONMENTAL ’_ HUMAN

NATURAL

}

Correlation of results from perceived
affective responses to the acoustic

environment with the binaural analysis
results to establish preferred and/or un-
preferred acoustic environments (having
cognisance of results from assessments of
other CQAs for consistency)

Determine extent of acoustic characteristics
(binaural analysis mapping) associated with
preferred and/or unpreferred acoustic
environments

!

A

Recommend Quiet

Area designation

Recommendation and implementation

A A

of acoustic environment <+
improvements, perhaps taking a

Not suitable for Quiet Area

designation

soundscape approach to design

Acknowledgment NCL




Acoustic Improvements - Castletroy Greenway CQA

Recommended area to improve sound environment (red hatched areas)
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Acknowledgements: Project carried out between LCCC and NCL (DCEE funded)



Social Equity - Quiet Area
Investigations

Heatmap of vulnerable population arguably with need for tranquil
environment

Heatmap of dwellings
exposed to >53 dB Lden
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! e

th self-

reported disability (CSO)

ion wi

% Populat

’"

500 metres

— |



Example Public Realm: Potential Options
for Arthur’s Quay Park
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Soundwalk results — Hush City

Acoustic Heritage - Curragower Falls (low tidle)

0 Natural Sounds

Weir at mouth of
Abbey River

B Meaningful

O Natural
elements

O Motorised
transport

O Human voices

@ Human
movement

O Social / Signal
O Animals

B Vegetation
@ Construction

Lieqrzn | Total Area E?r‘:?d Coverage | ||
(dB) (m?) ) |\

LAeq,12h (dB)

55-59
60 - 64
65 - 69
70-74

200 metres
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Co-Benefits of Pleasant Environments

..................... Limerick City and County Council
/ : Awarded WHO European Healthy Cities
and Counties Network Accreditation

Limerick City
and County
Council

Limerick City
and Environs
Green and Blue

Infrastructure
Strategy

Soundscape combined wih:
* Health & well-being
* Air quality

Shannon

-----

Tarbert ™ —

Rathkeale




Vision for Limerick Noise Action Plans - Round 5
LCCC part of the Limerick Agglomeration, County Limerick

being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015

INTRODUCTION

Well

PA

Environment (Air Quality and Soundscapes) (Wales) Act 2024

PART 1 AIR QUALITY

-

T

IMPROVING WELL-BEING

THE FUTURE GENERATIONS COMMISSIONER FOR WALES

PUBLIC SERVICES BOARDS

FINAL PROVISIONS

o™ (] = wn

mmmmm

PA

PA

PART 2 SOUNDSCAPES

PAl

PAl

PART 3 GENERAL

e » Shifting noise policy beyond a simple reduction in
%’%é decibels

Llywodraeth Cymmu
Welsh Govemment

* Ensure soundscape planning supports Local
Authority policies encouraging modal shift, active
travel and healthy lifestyles.

* Create a practical framework for applying ISO
12913 standards (Soundscape) for the provision of
areas providing tranquility for citizens and visitors
(public realm, green and blue infrastructure ).

* Address any acoustic inequalities where adverse
public health outcomes are linked spatially to
areas of high environmental noise.

Noise and
Soundscape
Plan for Wales

* Combine noise-reduction measures with
soundscape enhancement actions where feasible

* Acknowledgement of positive acoustic
environments on health and well-being




Recommendation

To think about............

BEYOND NOISE SOUND IN THE TRAINING CHAMPIONING
LEVELS BUILT-UP THE
ENVIRONMENT SOUNDSCAPE
FOR CITIZENS APPROACH
HEALTH & WELL-
BEING
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