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Limerick Development Plan – Adoption of ProPG
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Starting with previous edition 2019

ISO 129123 Series Parts 1 to 3

SOUNDSCAPE is…acoustic environment 
as perceived or experienced and/or 

understood by a person or people, in 
context (ISO 12913-1)
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Soundscapy citation: Mitchell, A., Aletta, F., & Kang, J. (2022). How to analyse and represent quantitative soundscape data. JASA Express Letters, 2, 37201. https://doi.org/10.1121/10.0009794

People’s Park CQA Investigation - Series of Soundwalks / Binaural Analysis between 2023 and 2025

Birdsong

https://doi.org/10.1121/10.0009794
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People’s Park CQA Investigation - Estimation of Preferred Soundscape
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DCEE Approval – 24th March 
2026

Next steps – 
Liaise with Forward Planning to 
develop an objective for the 
Quiet Area under the next 
Limerick Development Plan. 

• Zoning
• Park management
• Land use management
• Support of complementary 

measures (e.g. Transport 
Management Strategy, Public 
Realm Strategy etc.)

People’s Park Quiet Area Designation
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• Sound pressure levels of restorative spaces vs Sound quality 
deserves consideration

• Process of assessment developed by LCCC in partnership with 
NCL – uses soundscape approach cognisant of ISO/TS 12913 
Parts 1-3

• Method applied to People’s Park and Castletroy Greenway 
CQAs

• Method applicable only to agglomerations due to definition of 
QAs in open country - ENR 2018 (DECC Circular)

Framework for Assessment of CQAs

Acknowledgment NCL



Acoustic Improvements - Castletroy Greenway  CQA
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6th September

10th September

Implemented measure – tree planting (Feb 2025)

Recommended area to improve sound environment (red hatched areas)

A

B

C

Acknowledgements: Project carried out between LCCC and NCL (DCEE funded)
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Heatmap of vulnerable population arguably with need for tranquil 
environment

Social Equity - Quiet Area 
Investigations
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Example Public Realm: Potential Options 
for Arthur’s Quay Park

Sarsfield House

Arthur’s Quay Park

Hunt Museum



Acoustic Heritage - Curragower Falls

(d)

Stop 2

King John’s Castle

Soundwalk results – Hush City 
(low tide)

Robert Byrne Park



Co-Benefits of Pleasant Environments

Soundscape combined with:
• Health & well-being
• Air quality
• Ecology



• Shifting noise policy beyond a simple reduction in 
decibels

• Ensure soundscape planning supports Local 
Authority policies encouraging modal shift, active 
travel and healthy lifestyles.

• Create a practical framework for applying ISO 
12913 standards (Soundscape) for the provision of 
areas providing tranquility for citizens and visitors 
(public realm, green and blue infrastructure ).

• Address any acoustic inequalities where adverse 
public health outcomes are linked spatially to 
areas of high environmental noise.

• Combine noise-reduction measures with 
soundscape enhancement actions where feasible

• Acknowledgement of positive acoustic 
environments on health and well-being

Vision for Limerick Noise Action Plans – Round 5
LCCC part of the Limerick Agglomeration, County Limerick



BEYOND NOISE 
LEVELS

SOUND IN THE 
BUILT-UP 

ENVIRONMENT 
FOR CITIZENS 

HEALTH & WELL-
BEING

TRAINING CHAMPIONING 
THE 

SOUNDSCAPE 
APPROACH

Recommendation

To think about…………



Questions?

Thank You!
simon.jennings@limerick .ie
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