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Invasive Alien Species 

An Invasive Alien Species (IAS) is a terrestrial 
or aquatic plant, animal, insect, or 
microorganism that has colonised and 
invaded a new country or environment and 
causes substantial environmental and 
economic damage.



Obligations

• Invasive Species of European Concern (EU 
Regulation 1143/2014)

• EC (Birds and Natural Habitats) regulations 
S.I.477 (2011)





https://invasivespecies.limerick.ie/

https://invasivespecies.limerick.ie/




• Landowners and Occupiers: Under Irish legislation (including the Wildlife 
Acts and the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) 
Regulations), private and commercial landowners are responsible for 
dealing with and preventing the spread of invasive species on their own 
properties. 

• Limerick City & County Council is responsible for the lands it owns or 
manages. 

• Run some eradication projects such as on the Loobagh.

• National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS): NPWS acts as the regulatory 
authority for invasive species legislation and provides grants (such as the 
Local Biodiversity Action Fund) to support local control efforts. 

• State Agencies and Public Bodies: e.g. TII, Waterways Ireland IR, UE etc. 
Manage their own property.



Effective Control Methods

• Foliar Spraying: Spray a 5% to 8% glyphosate-based weedkiller onto fully 
developed leaves in early summer, followed by a second application in the fall. 

• Stem Injection: Inject undiluted glyphosate directly into the hollow chambers 
of mature stems using an industrial syringe during late summer. 

• Professional Excavation: Dig out the entire root and rhizome system 
completely for construction sites, though this requires licensed disposal. 

What to Avoid

• Do not cut or strim: Trimming the stems causes tiny root fragments to resprout 
and worsen the infestation.

• Do not compost: Plant waste remains viable and can spread if added to home 
compost heaps.
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Thank You
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