




















Report on application under Section 5 of the Planning and Development Act 

2000 (as amended) – Following Receipt of Further Information 

File Reference number EC-149-26 

Applicant Catriona Lynch 

Location Coolmine Therapeutic Community 
Enterprise, Tait House, Roxboro 
Road, Limerick, V94NXT8 

Previous Assessment: 

The initial application relates to the proposed additional use of part of Coolmine Therapeutic 

Community Enterprise as a Early Years Full Day Service. The service operates out of Tait 

House on Roxboro Road, Limerick. Tait House is listed on the Record of Protected 

Structures as Southhill House (RPS 1637). To determine whether the proposed use would 

result in an intensification of the existing use, such as to constitute a material change of use 

within the meaning of Section 3(1) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 

amended), further information was required. 

In this regard, where such intensification would give rise to a material change of use, the 

proposal would constitute development and would fall to be assessed having regard to the 

provisions relating to exempted development, including Article 9 of the Planning and 

Development Regulations 2001 (as amended). 

Accordingly, the applicant was requested to provide the following further information: 

1.Submit a site layout plan, floor plans and drawings clearly identifying the specific building

to which this Section 5 referral relates, the existing authorised use of that building, and the 

planning permission(s) under which that use was established. 

2. Confirm whether any internal or external works, alterations, refurbishment works, repairs,

signage, fencing, playground facilities, hardstanding, parking alterations, or other ancillary 

works have been undertaken or are proposed in connection with the operation of the Early 

Years Full Day Service. Where works are proposed, submit full plans and particulars. (i.e 

details of dividers etc) 

3. Submit details of current student/staff numbers of the school, the proposed increase in

student/staff numbers and hours of operation having regard to the proposed change of use 

to an early years facility. Please also provide the proposed hours of operation of the existing 

school and the proposed pre-school facility.     

4. The applicant is advised that under Article 9(1)(a)(iii), the proposed pre-school facility shall

not be exempted development for the purposes of the Act where it would endanger public

safety by reason of traffic hazard or obstruction of road users. In this regard, please submit



details of proposed traffic management arrangements including pick-up/drop-off and 

carparking arrangements for the overall development (existing and proposed).    

5. Given that the site contains a Protected Structure (RPS No. 1637) and structures within its

curtilage, submit details demonstrating whether any proposed works would materially affect, 

or would not materially affect, the character of the Protected Structure or any attendant 

structure within its curtilage  

Submitted Documents: 

1. The applicant has provided a written response via email confirming the planning

history of the premises, as per Planning Permission Ref. 92/525, providing details

relating to existing and proposed child and staff numbers, hours of operation,

traffic management and clarification that no internal or external alterations are

proposed to the Protected Structure, Tait House,

Assessment: 

Consideration as to whether a development constitutes exempted development or not is 

governed by Sections 4 and 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and 

Articles 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as 

amended).  

Is the proposal development? 

As was previously identified, within the meaning of a ‘school’ given under the Education Act 

1998, the proposal is a continuation of the same type of use and no ‘works’, under the 

meaning given by Section 2(1) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), 

are proposed. Having regard to the submitted documents it is not considered that the 

intensification of the existing use of Coolmine Therapeutic Community Enterprise as an Early 

Years Full Day Service constitutes a material change of use within the meaning of Section 

3(1) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). This is due to the 

educational/childcare nature of the previous and proposed use, confirmation that 

confirmation that no internal or external alterations are proposed, the fact that the premises 

previously accommodated approximately 30 children and 2 teachers and the proposed 

service will accommodate a maximum of 11 children and approximately 3-4 staff members, 

and confirmation that existing parking arrangements are considered sufficient to 

accommodate the proposed demand. Accordingly, the proposal does not constitute 

development within the meaning of Section 3(1) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 

(as amended). 

Is the proposal exempted development? 

The proposal is not considered development under the meaning of Section 3(1) of the 

Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). As the proposal is not considered to 

constitute development, the question of exempted development does not arise.  



Article 9 Restriction 

The proposal, which is not deemed to constitute development, cannot be considered under 

Article 9 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended). 

Appropriate Assessment 

An AA Screening examination was carried out by Limerick City & County Council (see 

appendix 1 in previous report). Overall, it is considered that the proposal should not exercise 

a significant effect on the conservation status of any SAC or SPA as there are no source-

pathway-receptors and the site does not directly encroach on any Natura 2000 European 

Sites. Therefore, an Appropriate Assessment is not necessary (See appendix 1 for AA 

Screening Form).  

Environmental Impact Assessment 

An EIA Screening examination was carried out by Limerick City and County Council (see 

Appendix 2 in previous report). Based on a preliminary examination of the proposal there is 

no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment and EIA is not required. 

Conclusion/Recommendation 

The proposal, comprising the proposed additional use of part of the existing Coolmine 

Therapeutic Community Enterprise building (granted under planning Ref. 92/525), as an 

Early Years Full Day Service does not constitute development within the meaning of the 

Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). Accordingly, the provisions relating to 

exempted development do not arise. 

Regard has been had to – 

(a) Sections 2, 3, and 4 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended);

(b) The definition of “school” in Section 2 of the Education Act 1998 (as amended);

(c) Article 5, 6 and 9 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended);

(d) The plans and particulars submitted with the application received on the 13th of August,

2026.

(e) The further information received by the Planning Authority on 25th August 2026.

It is therefore considered that the proposal does not constitute under Section 3(1) 
of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and a declaration in 
respect of exempted development does not arise.
Student Planner  Úna Walsh Date: 07/09/2026 

Signature: 

Senior Executive Planner Gráinne O’ Keeffe Date: 08/09/2026 

Signature 











