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Loughash 
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Co. Clare 
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e: info@naps.ie 
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Planning SecƟon 
Clare County Council  
Limerick City & County Council 
Dooradoyle 
Co. Limerick 
 
Date : 17th July 2026 
 
Your Ref: EC/104/26 
 

Re: SecƟon 5 ApplicaƟon in relaƟon to Proposed RenovaƟon on Dwelling at 7 Castleville, 
Castletroy, Co. Limerick, V94 NPX0. 

 

Dear Sir/ Madam, 
Further to your correspondence of 14/07/26 in respect of above reference number & request for 
addiƟonal informaƟon for secƟon 5 DeclaraƟon, I have addressed the items below per your leƩer. 

1 (a) 
See aƩached updated drawings reflecƟng the proposed actual PV Solar Array. The revised drawings in 
tandem with supporƟng informaƟon from Carrig Energy show 9 PV Solar panels on the front (south 
east) elevaƟon on the main 2 storey roof. AddiƟonal there is a low pitch solar array on the rear of the 
flat roof secƟon as shown on the front (south east) elevaƟon with an addiƟonal 10 panels. In total there 
are 19 panels proposed. All panels are 1762  x1134mm in dimension and 30 mm thick. The panels on 
the main roof are shown in both landscape and portrait format. 

1 (b) 
See aƩached updated drawings showing the exact locaƟon on the main roof and flat roof based on 
actual measurements pre specifics furnished by Carrig Energy. 

1 (c) 
See aƩached revised drawings with dimensions showing the panels observing the minimum 500 mm 
from roof edges and exceeding this in most cases. The panels on the sloping roof are shown at 100 mm 
off the roof plane per informaƟon from Carrig Energy & the panels on the flat roof are no more than 
450 above the flat roof to the rear of the dwelling. 

1 (d) 
See summary from Carrig energy in relaƟon to the specifics of the proposed panels and addressing the 
issue of glare/glint which is consistent with planning guidelines. 

 

We trust that the aƩached will address the items raised & if you require any further informaƟon please 
do not hesitate to contact me, 

 

Yours Sincerely 
Newmarket Architectural & Planning Services 
 
________________________________ 
Seán Boyce 
Architectural Technologist  





CARRIG ENERGY CONSULTANCY

Glint & Glare Statement — Rev C

Proposed Solar PV Installation at Renovated Dwelling, 7 Castleville, Castletroy, Limerick, V94 NPX0

Planning reference: EC/104/25 — Declaration under Section 5, Planning & Development Act 2000

Planning authority: Limerick City & County Council

Applicant: Patrick Kennelly

Prepared by: Carrig Energy Consultancy

Date: 16 July 2026

Responds to: Item (d) of the Further Information Request dated 14 July 2026

1. Introduction

This statement addresses item (d) of the Council’s request for further information, which asks for sufficient
information to demonstrate that the proposed solar panel installation would not give rise to hazardous glint or
glare. As revised (Rev C), the proposal comprises 19 no. 440 Wp photovoltaic modules (37.96 m² total
aperture area, 8.36 kWp) in two arrays: Array A — 9 no. modules on the south-east (front) roof slope at
approximately 31°; and Array B — 10 no. modules on the single-storey flat roof of the north-west wing, on
ballasted frames tilted 10° to the south-east. No module is proposed on the hip faces or the south-west flat
roof. The system is sized to remain within the ESB Networks NC6 micro-generation limit (single-phase
inverter ≤25 A). The layout, edge setbacks and mounting arrangement are shown on Carrig Energy
Consultancy drawing CEC-PV-01 Rev C, which accompanies this statement.

2. Panel specification and reflectivity

The modules proposed are all-black monocrystalline units glazed with low-iron solar glass incorporating an
anti-reflective coating and a lightly textured surface. A photovoltaic module is designed to absorb, not reflect,
incident light: absorbed light is its fuel. Independent studies consistently measure the reflectance of
AR-coated solar glass at approximately 2–8% of incident light, which is lower than standard window glass
(≈8–15%), painted metal cladding, and considerably lower than materials routinely present in the streetscape
such as vehicle glass and bodywork, wet road surfaces and rooflights. Reflection from the module face is
predominantly specular only at very shallow incidence angles, when the reflected ray is directed skyward.

3. Geometry of potential reflections

Array A faces south-east at a tilt of ≈31°. For a roof-parallel, upward-tilted plane, reflected solar rays are
directed upward (skyward) for the great majority of daylight hours; reflections can only approach the
horizontal when the sun is low in the sky and in front of the array, at which times the intensity of both the
incident and reflected beam is greatly reduced by atmospheric attenuation. Any low-angle reflection from the
front array would be directed back towards the south-east to east, over the cul-de-sac serving the dwelling.
This is a low-speed residential access road where receptor exposure, if any, would be brief, localised and of
low intensity — comparable to everyday reflections from glazing and parked vehicles. The flat-roof array (B)
is tilted at only 10°, so its reflected rays are directed close to vertically skyward for almost all sun positions;
being mounted low (≤450 mm above the flat roof, some 3 m above ground level) and set at least 500 mm
inside the roof perimeter, the modules are largely screened from ground-level view by the roof fascia.
Surrounding two-storey dwellings do not overlook the roof planes at angles at which specular reflection
towards habitable windows can occur, as the reflected ray at habitable-room height would require the sun to
be positioned below or immediately behind the receptor. Because the flat-roof array sits within the shadow
and sight-line shelter of the two-storey block to their east and south-east, low-angle winter sun cannot
produce sustained reflections from them towards any neighbouring dwelling.

4. Aviation



The Planning and Development Act 2000 (Exempted Development) (No. 3) Regulations 2022 (S.I. No. 493 of
2022) address aviation glint and glare risk through mapped Solar Safeguarding Zones (SSZs) around
airports, aerodromes and helicopter landing sites. The site at Castletroy does not lie within any mapped SSZ
(dataset: gov.ie / myplan.ie), and, for completeness, rooftop solar installations on a house are not subject to
an SSZ area cap in any event. The nearest aviation facilities — Coonagh Aerodrome to the west of Limerick
City and Shannon Airport — are well beyond the 3 km and 5 km SSZ radii respectively from the subject site.
No hazardous glint or glare to aviation is anticipated from a 37.96 m² domestic rooftop installation of this
low-profile configuration.

5. Conclusion

Having regard to the anti-reflective specification of the modules, the roof-parallel mounting of Array A within
100 mm of the roof plane, the low 10° tilt and ≤450 mm profile of the flat-roof arrays, the upward geometry of
reflection from the 31° and 10° planes, the nature of nearby receptors and the site’s location outside any
Solar Safeguarding Zone, it is concluded that the proposed installation would not give rise to hazardous glint
or glare to road users, neighbouring occupiers or aviation. The installation is consistent with the conditions
and limitations of Class 2(c) of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as
amended).

Marcella ___________________

Carrig Energy Consultancy

marcella@carrigenergyconsultancy.com

This statement is to be read in conjunction with drawing CEC-PV-01 and the NAPS Ltd drawing set, Job No. 1636-2026.

Site location relative to Solar Safeguarding Zones verified against the national SSZ dataset; see myplan.ie.
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Report on application under Section 5 of the Planning and Development Act 

2000 (as amended) 

 

File Reference number EC-104-26 

Applicant(s) Patrick Kennelly 

Location 7 Castleville,  
Castletroy,  
Co. Limerick  
V94 NPX0 

 

 

Description of Site and Surroundings: 

The site is located at 7 Castleville, Castletroy, Co. Limerick, and it comprises an existing 

two-storey detached dwelling with a single-storey flat roof element extending from the front 

to the rear of the house along the southwest elevation. A conservatory extension is also 

attached to the rear of the dwelling. It is situated in an established residential area and can 

be accessed from Dublin Rd. 

 

Proposal: 

This is an application requesting a Section 5 Declaration on whether the following works are 

or are not development or are or are not exempted development: 

• The applicant is seeking a declaration of exemption for the proposed renovations and 

alterations to an existing dwelling, demolition of an existing conservatory, removal of 

chimneys and existing rooflights from the flat roof element with the addition of 1 new 

replacement rooflight, changes existing fenestration, installation of solar panels and 

internal alterations to the dwelling 

This Section 5 declaration includes the following: 

• Application form 

• Site location map 

• Site layout maps 

• Proposed site drawings 

• Existing site drawings 

• Site photographs 

 

Planning History: 

 

Subject site: 

07/3228 Conditional Permission - single storey side extension and first floor front/side 

extension and attic conversion to dwelling house. 

 

Adjacent:  

87/27922 Unconditional Permission - Erection of two-storey extension to house. 

 

94/619 Conditional Permission - Erection of extension to existing dwellinghouse. 

 

Enforcement History: 
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N/A 

 

Relevant An Coimisiún Pleanála referrals: 

N/A 

 
Assessment: 

 

Consideration as to whether a development constitutes exempted development or not is 

governed by Sections 4 and 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and 

Articles 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as 

amended). 
 

Is the proposal development? 

 

Section 2(1) in this Act, except where otherwise requires –   

  

‘works’ includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition, 

extension, alteration, repair or renewal and, in relation to a protected structure or proposed 

protected structure, includes any act or operation involving the application or removal of 

plaster, paint, wallpaper, tiles or other material to or from the surfaces of the interior or 

exterior of a structure.  

  

‘structure’ as any building, structure, excavation, or other thing constructed or made on, in 

or under any land, or part of a structure so defined, and –   

(b) in relation to a protected structure or proposed protected structure, includes—  

(i) the interior of the structure,  

(ii) the land lying within the curtilage of the structure,  

(iii) any other structures lying within that curtilage and their interiors, and  

(iv) all fixtures and features which form part of the interior or exterior of any structure or 

structures referred to in subparagraph (i) or (iii);  

   

Section 3(1) defines ‘development’ as ‘the carrying out of any works on, in, over or under 

land or the making of any material change in the use of any structures or other land’.   

 

The proposal concerns renovations and alterations to an existing dwelling, demolition 

of an existing conservatory, removal of chimneys and existing rooflights from the flat 

roof element with the addition of 1 new replacement rooflight, changes existing 

fenestration, installation of solar panels and internal alterations to the dwelling, 

constituting ‘works’ and ‘development’. 

 

Is the proposal exempted development? 

Having established that the proposal constitutes "development" within the meaning of  

Section 3(1) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), the next step is to  

assess whether the proposed works fall within the scope of exempted development under  

Section 4(1)(h) of the Act. Section 4(1)(h) provides the following shall be considered 

exempted development: 

 

Development consisting of the carrying out of works for the maintenance, improvement 
or other alteration of any structure, being works which affect only the interior of the 
structure or which do not materially affect the external appearance of the structure so as 
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to render the appearance inconsistent with the character of the structure or of 
neighbouring structures. 

 

Modification and upgrade of flat roof building: 

It is proposed that the chimneys on the flat roof will be removed and the existing rooflights  

will be reduced to a single rooflight. The flat roof and main roof fascia will change from a 

white to a grey colour, as part of a uniform change of colour to window frames, soffit and 

gutters. The renovations proposed do not appear inconsistent with the character of the 

structure or of neighbouring structures and the internal renovations are considered to fall 

under the scope of Section4(1)(h). 

 

2 Additional Ground Floor Windows and window alterations: 

The proposal includes 2 additional ground floor windows to the south-west (side) elevation 

which appear modest in scale and match existing window forms and sizes. A new glazed 

opening will be created in place of the demolished conservatory, which also appears 

consistent with similar full length glazed openings on the rear elevation where minor 

changes are proposed to the glazed double doors on the flat roof element which will change 

to a singular glazed door abounded by full length glazed window strips, again all within 

similar proportions to the existing fenestration. Changes from opaque to glazed single doors 

also appear on the ground-floor flat roof element on the north-west and south-east 

elevations, whereby the positioning of the opening remains the same as does the size. The 

application also consists of changes to existing fenestration whereby all window frames will 

be changed to a grey colour and Georgian style strips between the glazing panes will be 

removed. It is noted that all existing windows on the front, side and rear elevations will 

remain in situ and there will be no changes to their size.  

 

Whilst the works described above are external in nature, based on the information 

submitted, the proposed works do not appear to materially affect the external appearance of 

the structure so as to render it inconsistent with the character of the structure or 

neighbouring buildings.  

 

In addition, to assess whether the development is exempted development, the proposed  

addition of PV solar panels on the front and side of the roof will be assessed under Class 2  

(c) of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as  

amended). Whereas the demolition of the conservatory building in the rear of the garden will 

be assessed under class Class 50(a) of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and 

Development Regulations 2001 (as amended). 

 

Class 2  

(c) The placing or erection on a roof of a house, or within the curtilage of a house, or on a 

roof of any ancillary buildings within the curtilage of a house (this class does not include 

apartments) of a solar photo-voltaic and/or a solar thermal collector installation. 

 

1. The distance between the plane of the roof and the solar photo-voltaic or solar 

thermal collector panels shall not exceed 50cm in the case of a flat roof or 15cm in 

any other case  

 

Further information is required to assess this condition. 

 

2. The solar photo-voltaic or solar thermal collector panels shall be a minimum of 50cm 

from the edge of a roof on which it is mounted 
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Further information is required to assess this condition. 

 

3. Any free-standing solar photo-voltaic or solar thermal collector installation shall not 

be placed or erected forward of the front wall of the house 

 

The proposed solar panels are not free standing nor proposed to be placed or 

erected forward of the front wall of the house. 

 

4. The total aperture area of any free-standing solar photo-voltaic and solar thermal 

collector panels taken together with any other such existing free-standing panels 

shall not exceed 25 square metres. 

 

The solar panels are not proposed to be free-standing; this condition does not apply. 

 

5. The placing or erection of any free-standing solar photo-voltaic or solar thermal 

collector installation shall not reduce the remaining area of private open space, 

reserved exclusively for the use of the occupants of the house, to the rear or to the 

side of the house to less than 25 square metres 

 

The proposed solar panels are not free standing; the condition is not applicable.  

 

6. The height of any free-standing solar photo-voltaic or solar thermal collector 

installation shall not exceed 2.5 metres at its highest point above ground level. 

 

The solar-voltaic installation isn’t free standing; therefore, this condition does not 

apply.  

 

7. The placing or erection of a solar photo voltaic or solar thermal collector installation 

on any wall shall not be exempted development. 

 

The solar photo-voltaic will not be installed on any wall. 

 

8. The placing or erection of any freestanding solar photo-voltaic or solar thermal 

collector installation within an Architectural Conservation Area shall only be 

exempted development if those works would not materially affect the character of the 

area. 

 

The solar-voltaic installation will not be installed within an Architectural Conservation 

Area.  

 

9. Development under this Class which causes hazardous glint and/or glare shall not be 

exempted development and any solar photo-voltaic or solar thermal collector panels 

which are causing hazardous glint and/or glare shall either be removed or be covered 

until such time as a mitigation plan to address the hazardous glint and/or glare is 

agreed and implemented to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority 

 

Further information is required to assess this condition. 

 

Class 50 



 

5 
 

(a) The demolition of a building, or buildings, within the curtilage of— (i) a house, (ii) an 

industrial building, (iii) a business premises, or (iv) a farmyard complex. 

  

1. No such building or buildings shall abut on another building in separate ownership. 

 

The rear conservatory proposed for demolition does not abut on another building in 

separate ownership.  

 

2. The cumulative floor area of any such building, or buildings, shall not exceed: 

(a) in the case of a building, or buildings within the curtilage of a house, 40 square 

metres, and (b) in all other cases, 100 square metres 

 

The building does not exceed 40 square metres.  

 

3. No such demolition shall be carried out to facilitate development of any class 

prescribed for the purposes of section 176 of the Act. 

 

The demolition will not facilitate development of any class prescribed for the 

purposes of section 176 of the Act.  

 

 

Article 9 Restrictions 

 

As the proposed development has not yet been demonstrated to fall within the scope of 

exempted development under Article 6, consideration of Article 9 does not yet arise. 

 

Appropriate Assessment 

 

Having regard to the nature and scale of the proposed development and the absence of  

proximity or connectivity to a Natura 2000 European Site, no Appropriate Assessment issues 

arise, and it is not considered that the proposed development would be likely to have a 

significant effect individually or in combination with other plans or projects, on a European  

Site. An appropriate assessment screening report and determination is attached to this  

report.  

 

Environmental Impact Assessment 

 

Having regard to the nature, size and location of the proposed development and to the  

criteria set out in Schedule 7 of the Regulations it has been concluded at preliminary  

examination that there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising  

from the proposed development. EIA, therefore, is not required.  

 

Conclusion/Recommendation 

 

It is recommended that further information is requested as follows: 

 

1. The solar panel installation on the front and side (south-west) elevation is shown as a 

draft proposal. To enable a determination of the application regarding Class 2(c) of 

Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as 
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_______________ 

29/06/2026 

 

Signature and Date of the Decision Maker: 

 

 

13/07/2026 

_______________   
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Report on application under Section 5 of the Planning and Development Act 

2000 (as amended) 

 

File Reference number EC-104-26 

Applicant(s) Patrick Kennelly 

Location 7 Castleville,  
Castletroy,  
Co. Limerick  
V94 NPX0 

 

 

Description of Site and Surroundings: 

The site is located at 7 Castleville, Castletroy, Co. Limerick, and it comprises an existing 

two-storey detached dwelling with a single-storey flat roof element extending from the front 

to the rear of the house along the southwest elevation. A conservatory extension is also 

attached to the rear of the dwelling. It is situated in an established residential area and can 

be accessed from Dublin Rd. 

 

Proposal: 

This is an application requesting a Section 5 Declaration on whether the following works are 

or are not development or are or are not exempted development: 

• The applicant is seeking a declaration of exemption for the proposed renovations and 

alterations to an existing dwelling, demolition of an existing conservatory, removal of 

chimneys and existing rooflights from the flat roof element with the addition of 1 new 

replacement rooflight, changes existing fenestration, installation of solar panels and 

internal alterations to the dwelling 

This Section 5 declaration includes the following: 

• Application form 

• Site location map 

• Site layout maps 

• Proposed site drawings 

• Existing site drawings 

• Site photographs 

 

Planning History: 

 

Subject site: 

07/3228 Conditional Permission - single storey side extension and first floor front/side 

extension and attic conversion to dwelling house. 

 

Adjacent:  

87/27922 Unconditional Permission - Erection of two-storey extension to house. 

 

94/619 Conditional Permission - Erection of extension to existing dwellinghouse. 

 

Enforcement History: 
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N/A 

 

Relevant An Coimisiún Pleanála referrals: 

N/A 

 
Assessment: 

 

Consideration as to whether a development constitutes exempted development or not is 

governed by Sections 4 and 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and 

Articles 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as 

amended). 
 

Is the proposal development? 

 

Section 2(1) in this Act, except where otherwise requires –   

  

‘works’ includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition, 

extension, alteration, repair or renewal and, in relation to a protected structure or proposed 

protected structure, includes any act or operation involving the application or removal of 

plaster, paint, wallpaper, tiles or other material to or from the surfaces of the interior or 

exterior of a structure.  

  

‘structure’ as any building, structure, excavation, or other thing constructed or made on, in 

or under any land, or part of a structure so defined, and –   

(b) in relation to a protected structure or proposed protected structure, includes—  

(i) the interior of the structure,  

(ii) the land lying within the curtilage of the structure,  

(iii) any other structures lying within that curtilage and their interiors, and  

(iv) all fixtures and features which form part of the interior or exterior of any structure or 

structures referred to in subparagraph (i) or (iii);  

   

Section 3(1) defines ‘development’ as ‘the carrying out of any works on, in, over or under 

land or the making of any material change in the use of any structures or other land’.   

 

The proposal concerns renovations and alterations to an existing dwelling, demolition 

of an existing conservatory, removal of chimneys and existing rooflights from the flat 

roof element with the addition of 1 new replacement rooflight, changes existing 

fenestration, installation of solar panels and internal alterations to the dwelling, 

constituting ‘works’ and ‘development’. 

 

Is the proposal exempted development? 

Having established that the proposal constitutes "development" within the meaning of  

Section 3(1) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), the next step is to  

assess whether the proposed works fall within the scope of exempted development under  

Section 4(1)(h) of the Act. Section 4(1)(h) provides the following shall be considered 

exempted development: 

 

Development consisting of the carrying out of works for the maintenance, improvement 
or other alteration of any structure, being works which affect only the interior of the 
structure or which do not materially affect the external appearance of the structure so as 
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to render the appearance inconsistent with the character of the structure or of 
neighbouring structures. 

 

Modification and upgrade of flat roof building: 

It is proposed that the chimneys on the flat roof will be removed and the existing rooflights  

will be reduced to a single rooflight. The flat roof and main roof fascia will change from a 

white to a grey colour, as part of a uniform change of colour to window frames, soffit and 

gutters. The renovations proposed do not appear inconsistent with the character of the 

structure or of neighbouring structures and the internal renovations are considered to fall 

under the scope of Section4(1)(h). 

 

2 Additional Ground Floor Windows and window alterations: 

The proposal includes 2 additional ground floor windows to the south-west (side) elevation 

which appear modest in scale and match existing window forms and sizes. A new glazed 

opening will be created in place of the demolished conservatory, which also appears 

consistent with similar full length glazed openings on the rear elevation where minor 

changes are proposed to the glazed double doors on the flat roof element which will change 

to a singular glazed door abounded by full length glazed window strips, again all within 

similar proportions to the existing fenestration. Changes from opaque to glazed single doors 

also appear on the ground-floor flat roof element on the north-west and south-east 

elevations, whereby the positioning of the opening remains the same as does the size. The 

application also consists of changes to existing fenestration whereby all window frames will 

be changed to a grey colour and Georgian style strips between the glazing panes will be 

removed. It is noted that all existing windows on the front, side and rear elevations will 

remain in situ and there will be no changes to their size.  

 

Whilst the works described above are external in nature, based on the information 

submitted, the proposed works do not appear to materially affect the external appearance of 

the structure so as to render it inconsistent with the character of the structure or 

neighbouring buildings.  

 

In addition, to assess whether the development is exempted development, the proposed  

addition of PV solar panels on the front and side of the roof will be assessed under Class 2  

(c) of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as  

amended). Whereas the demolition of the conservatory building in the rear of the garden will 

be assessed under class Class 50(a) of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and 

Development Regulations 2001 (as amended). 

 

Class 2  

(c) The placing or erection on a roof of a house, or within the curtilage of a house, or on a 

roof of any ancillary buildings within the curtilage of a house (this class does not include 

apartments) of a solar photo-voltaic and/or a solar thermal collector installation. 

 

1. The distance between the plane of the roof and the solar photo-voltaic or solar 

thermal collector panels shall not exceed 50cm in the case of a flat roof or 15cm in 

any other case  

 

Further information is required to assess this condition. 

 

2. The solar photo-voltaic or solar thermal collector panels shall be a minimum of 50cm 

from the edge of a roof on which it is mounted 
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Further information is required to assess this condition. 

 

3. Any free-standing solar photo-voltaic or solar thermal collector installation shall not 

be placed or erected forward of the front wall of the house 

 

The proposed solar panels are not free standing nor proposed to be placed or 

erected forward of the front wall of the house. 

 

4. The total aperture area of any free-standing solar photo-voltaic and solar thermal 

collector panels taken together with any other such existing free-standing panels 

shall not exceed 25 square metres. 

 

The solar panels are not proposed to be free-standing; this condition does not apply. 

 

5. The placing or erection of any free-standing solar photo-voltaic or solar thermal 

collector installation shall not reduce the remaining area of private open space, 

reserved exclusively for the use of the occupants of the house, to the rear or to the 

side of the house to less than 25 square metres 

 

The proposed solar panels are not free standing; the condition is not applicable.  

 

6. The height of any free-standing solar photo-voltaic or solar thermal collector 

installation shall not exceed 2.5 metres at its highest point above ground level. 

 

The solar-voltaic installation isn’t free standing; therefore, this condition does not 

apply.  

 

7. The placing or erection of a solar photo voltaic or solar thermal collector installation 

on any wall shall not be exempted development. 

 

The solar photo-voltaic will not be installed on any wall. 

 

8. The placing or erection of any freestanding solar photo-voltaic or solar thermal 

collector installation within an Architectural Conservation Area shall only be 

exempted development if those works would not materially affect the character of the 

area. 

 

The solar-voltaic installation will not be installed within an Architectural Conservation 

Area.  

 

9. Development under this Class which causes hazardous glint and/or glare shall not be 

exempted development and any solar photo-voltaic or solar thermal collector panels 

which are causing hazardous glint and/or glare shall either be removed or be covered 

until such time as a mitigation plan to address the hazardous glint and/or glare is 

agreed and implemented to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority 

 

Further information is required to assess this condition. 

 

Class 50 
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(a) The demolition of a building, or buildings, within the curtilage of— (i) a house, (ii) an 

industrial building, (iii) a business premises, or (iv) a farmyard complex. 

  

1. No such building or buildings shall abut on another building in separate ownership. 

 

The rear conservatory proposed for demolition does not abut on another building in 

separate ownership.  

 

2. The cumulative floor area of any such building, or buildings, shall not exceed: 

(a) in the case of a building, or buildings within the curtilage of a house, 40 square 

metres, and (b) in all other cases, 100 square metres 

 

The building does not exceed 40 square metres.  

 

3. No such demolition shall be carried out to facilitate development of any class 

prescribed for the purposes of section 176 of the Act. 

 

The demolition will not facilitate development of any class prescribed for the 

purposes of section 176 of the Act.  

 

 

Article 9 Restrictions 

 

As the proposed development has not yet been demonstrated to fall within the scope of 

exempted development under Article 6, consideration of Article 9 does not yet arise. 

 

Appropriate Assessment 

 

Having regard to the nature and scale of the proposed development and the absence of  

proximity or connectivity to a Natura 2000 European Site, no Appropriate Assessment issues 

arise, and it is not considered that the proposed development would be likely to have a 

significant effect individually or in combination with other plans or projects, on a European  

Site. An appropriate assessment screening report and determination is attached to this  

report.  

 

Environmental Impact Assessment 

 

Having regard to the nature, size and location of the proposed development and to the  

criteria set out in Schedule 7 of the Regulations it has been concluded at preliminary  

examination that there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising  

from the proposed development. EIA, therefore, is not required.  

 

Conclusion/Recommendation 

 

It is recommended that further information is requested as follows: 

 

1. The solar panel installation on the front and side (south-west) elevation is shown as a 

draft proposal. To enable a determination of the application regarding Class 2(c) of 

Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as 
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_______________ 

29/06/2026 

 

Signature and Date of the Decision Maker: 

 

 

13/07/2026 

_______________   

   

 

 

 

Report on application under Section 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 
(as amended) FOLLOWING RECEIPT OF FURTHER INFORMATION 

  

File Reference number EC-104-26 

Applicant(s) Patrick Kennelly 

Location 7 Castleville, 

Castletroy 

Co. Limerick 

V94 NPX0 

  

Previous Assessment: 

This application relates to the proposed renovations and alterations to an existing 
dwelling, demolition of an existing conservatory, removal of chimneys and existing 
rooflights from the flat roof element with the addition of 1 new replacement rooflight, 
changes existing fenestration, installation of solar panels and internal alterations to the 
dwelling. Previous assessment concluded that the Planning Authority was not in a 
position to determine whether the development falls within an exempted development 
class under Class 2 (c) of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development 
Regulations 2001 (as amended). 

Submitted Documents: 
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The authorised agent of the applicant submitted the following as response to RFI: 

In relation RFI point (a), the applicant has submitted revised drawings and supporting 
information from Carrig Energy which shows 9 solar panels on the front elevation on the 
main two storey roof. Additionally, they have shown a low pitch solar array on the rear 
flat roof section on the front elevation with an additional 10 panels. There are 19 panels 
proposed with all of them being 1762 x 113mm in dimension and 30 mm thick. It is 
satisfied that the applicant has provided the requested information.  

In relation to RFI point (b) the applicant has shown the exact location of the proposed 
solar panels on the main roof and the flat roof with drawings. 

In relation to RFI point (c), the applicant has indicated with revised drawings that the 
proposed solar panels are observing the 500 mm from the roof edges. The panels on the 
sloping roof are shown at 100 mm off the roof plane and the panels on the flat roof are 
no more than 450 mm above the flat roof to the rear of the dwelling.  

 

In relation to point (d), the applicant has provided a Glint & Glare Statement and 
provided sufficient information to suggest that the solar panels comply with the 
planning guidelines.  

 

Assessment: 

Consideration as to whether a development constitutes exempted development or not 
is governed by Sections 4 and 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 
amended) and Articles 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of the Planning and Development 
Regulations 2001 (as amended). 

 Is the proposal development? 

 Section 2(1) in this Act, except where otherwise requires –   

 ‘works’ includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition, 
extension, alteration, repair or renewal and, in relation to a protected structure or 
proposed protected structure, includes any act or operation involving the application or 
removal of plaster, paint, wallpaper, tiles or other material to or from the surfaces of the 
interior or exterior of a structure.  

‘structure’ as any building, structure, excavation, or other thing constructed or made 
on, in or under any land, or part of a structure so defined, and –   

(b) in relation to a protected structure or proposed protected structure, includes—  

(i) the interior of the structure,  

(ii) the land lying within the curtilage of the structure,  

(iii) any other structures lying within that curtilage and their interiors, and  
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(iv) all fixtures and features which form part of the interior or exterior of any structure or 
structures referred to in subparagraph (i) or (iii);  

   

Section 3(1) defines ‘development’ as ‘the carrying out of any works on, in, over or 
under land or the making of any material change in the use of any structures or other 
land’.   

The proposal concerns the renovations and alterations to an existing dwelling, 
demolition of an existing conservatory, removal of chimneys and existing rooflights 
from the flat roof element with the addition of 1 new replacement rooflight, changes 
existing fenestration, installation of solar panels and internal alterations to the dwelling 
constituting ‘works’ and ‘development’. 

Is the proposal exempted development? 

To assess whether the proposed development is exempted development,  installation 
of solar panels to the dwelling will be assessed against Class 2 (c) of Part 1 of Schedule 
2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended). The proposed 
renovations and alterations to an existing dwelling, demolition of an existing 
conservatory, removal of chimneys and existing rooflights from the flat roof element 
with the addition of 1 new replacement rooflight, changes to existing fenestration have 
already been assessed in the report finalised on the 29/06/2026. 

Class 2: 

(c) The placing or erection on a roof of a house, or within the curtilage of a house, or on a 
roof of any ancillary buildings within the curtilage of a house (this class does not include 
apartments) of a solar photo-voltaic and/or a solar thermal collector installation. 

The applicant has submitted details for the assessment of the items as requested in 
RFI: 

1. The distance between the plane of the roof and the solar photo-voltaic or solar 
thermal collector panels shall not exceed 50cm in the case of a flat roof or 15cm in 
any other case 

The applicant has shown that the distance between the plane of the roof and the solar 
panels shall not exceed 50 cm in the case of a flat roof.  

2. The solar photo-voltaic or solar thermal collector panels shall be a minimum of 
50cm from the edge of a roof on which it is mounted 

The applicant has shown that the solar panels shall be a minimum of 50cm from the 
edge of the roof on which it will be mounted on. 

9.  Development under this Class which causes hazardous glint and/or glare shall not 
be exempted development and any solar photo-voltaic or solar thermal collector 
panels which are causing hazardous glint and/or glare shall either be removed or be 
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covered until such time as a mitigation plan to address the hazardous glint and/or glare 
is agreed and implemented to the satisfaction of the Planning Authority. 

The applicant has provided a Glint & Glare Statement and provided sufficient 
information to suggest that the solar panels comply with the planning guidelines.  

It is considered the proposed development, installation of solar panels, meets the 
criteria under Class 2 (c) of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development 
Regulations 2001 (as amended), Class 50(a) of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and 

Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) & Section4(1)(h) of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 (as amended). 

Regard has been had to –  

(a) Section 2, 3 and 4 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)  

(b) Class 2 (c) of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 
2001 (as amended). 

(c) The plans & particulars submitted with the application received on 16/06/2026 and 
17/07/2026.    

 It is therefore considered that said works are development and exempted development 
under Class 2 (c) of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 
2001 (as amended). 

 
CONCLUSION/RECOMMENDATION 

Having regard to: (a) Sections 2, 3 and 4 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 

amended); 

 

 (b) the plans and particulars submitted with the application on 16th June 2026; and 

 (c) further information submitted on 17th July 2026 

 

it is considered that the proposed works comprising the proposed renovations and 

alterations to an existing dwelling, demolition of an existing conservatory, removal of 

chimneys and existing rooflights from the flat roof element with the addition of 1 new 

replacement rooflight, changes to existing fenestration, installation of solar panels and 

internal alterations to the dwelling constitute development under Sections 2 and 3 of the 

Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). 
 

 

1. Modification and upgrade of flat roof building: The renovations proposed appear 

consistent with the character of the structure or of neighbouring structures and the 

internal renovations are considered to fall under the scope of Section4(1)(h). 

 

2. Additional Ground Floor Windows and window alterations. It is considered the 

proposed works do not materially affect the external appearance of the structure so 

as to render it inconsistent with the character of the structure or neighbouring 

buildings and are exempt under Section4(1)(h). 
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3. PV Solar panel proposed are exempt under Class 2 (c) of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the 

Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended).  

 

4. Demolition of the conservatory building in the rear of the garden is exempt under 

Class 50(a) of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 

2001 (as amended). 

 

 

 

Accordingly, the proposed works constitute development and exempted development. 

 

 

Student Planner     
     

  Conor Deering Date:   

Signature:    

        

20/07/2026  

Senior Executive Planner   

  

Gráinne O’Keeffe Date: 

05/08/2026  

Signature:  

    

 

 










