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Open Call

Limerick Theatre Anniversaries 
Mayoral Fund Grant Scheme 2026


Deadline: 	    		Monday 31st August 2026 at 12.00 noon
Timeline:	Activities to be completed and funding drawn down by
 31st October 2026.

Guidelines

1. Details

The Mayor of Limerick is providing total grant funding of €10,000 from the 2026 Mayoral Fund, to support Theatre groups celebrating notable or significant anniversaries this year. 

Limerick City and County Council Arts Office in cooperation with the Mayor’s Office is inviting applications from Limerick Theatre Groups.

2. The Purpose of the Scheme
The Limerick Theatre Anniversary Grant Scheme supports Theatre groups that are celebrating significant organisational anniversaries. The scheme recognises the important contribution made by amateur, community and professional theatre organisations to cultural life in Limerick and aims to assist groups in marking milestone anniversaries through commemorative events, artistic projects and legacy initiatives. 

The scheme seeks to:
· Celebrate the history and achievements of theatre groups; 
· Increase public awareness of local theatre; 
· Encourage community participation in anniversary events; 
· Support projects that create a lasting legacy for future generations;

3. Funding Available
A total fund of €10,000 is being made available by the Mayor of Limerick in 2026.
Grants of up to a maximum of €5,000 will be made available.   
Applicants may apply for less than the maximum amount.


4. Eligible Anniversaries
Applications are invited from theatre groups celebrating one of the following anniversaries during 2026:
· 25 years
· 50 years
· 75 years
· 100 years
· 125 years
· 150 years

Other significant anniversaries may be considered where appropriate.

5. Who Can Apply?
Applications are invited from theatre groups that:
· Have been operating continuously since their establishment;
· Are based within Limerick City or Limerick County; 
· Operate on a not-for-profit basis;
· Have an active committee or governing body;
· Can demonstrate a programme of theatrical activity.

Both amateur and professional theatre organisations are eligible.

6. How to Apply
Send a completed application form (see Appendix II) by email to artsofficesubmissions@limerick.ie no later than 12 noon Monday 31st August 2026:

A.) Theatre Group Details including contact details, governance structure, history, membership, details of continuous operation, demonstration of theatrical activity over the years etc.
B.) Proposal for funding 500 words (max) outlining how the Theatre Group meets the selection criteria, details of the anniversary event, celebration or project.   This should include details of timeline.
C.) Budget Breakdown for proposed projects, events or activities for which funding is sought.
	
Please note that all grants approved must be drawn down by 31st October 2026. 

7. Eligible Expenditure
Funding may be used for activities including:
· Anniversary productions;
· Commissioning new work;
· Historical exhibitions;
· Archive or heritage projects;
· Publication of a commemorative book or brochure;
· Documentary or promotional films;
· Community engagement activities;
· Workshops and educational events;
· Equipment Hire specifically related to the anniversary event;
· Guest artists or speakers;
· Recording or preserving the group’s history.

8. Ineligible Expenditure
· Activities for costs that do not fit the purpose of the Award.
· Proposals which do not have a cultural or creative objective, for example, sport, tourism, general recreation. 
· Charity fundraisers.
· The scheme will not provide assistance for ongoing revenue costs or assistance to cover loans/deficits of any groups/organisations.
· Retrospective Applications: Activities that have already been assessed and awarded funding under another grant scheme are not eligible, however unfunded activities that have taken place in 2026 may be eligible for this scheme. Please seek further guidance by contacting the Arts Office at artsofficesubmissions@limerick.ie on or before Wednesday 25th August 2026. 
· Capital requests for building improvements to workspaces and venues.
· Maintenance costs.
· Capital requests for musical instruments, or uniforms.
· Expenditure, which is an intrinsic part of, or directly related to, ongoing formal education.
· Spend on alcoholic beverages, fines, legal costs, penalty payments.
· Insurance.
· Expenditure related to participating in a competition.
· Profit-making activities.

9. Conditions of Funding (Appendix III) 
These will be detailed in the letter of offer to successful applicants.

10. Payment of Grant
Funding will normally be paid following acceptance of the Letter of Offer.
Limerick City and County Council / the Mayor’s Office reserves the right to retain a proportion of the grant until receipt of the final report.


11. Other Supporting material to be submitted

11.1 Obligatory:   Signed Declaration (Form at Appendix I)

11.2 Optional: If you wish, you may also include additional supporting material, for example; letters of support from relevant individuals and organisations.

12. Acknowledgement Email
All applicants will receive an email confirming receipt of an application.  This will be sent to the email address used to submit the application.    
If you do not receive this confirmation within a day of sending, please contact the Limerick Arts Office by phone on 061 556370 (line open Mon-Fri, 9am – 5pm) to ensure that your application has been received

13.  Technical requirements in relation to submitting documents by email to artsofficesubmissions@limerick.ie

13.1 All documents including images and files may be submitted at a maximum of 3 MB each and a maximum of 18MB in total for all docs including the application. 

13.2 Acceptable document formats are: .doc, .pdf and .jpg 

13.3 Invalid file formats may not be included in the assessment of your application, (please note that we cannot access Google Docs for example).

13.4 For video and sound files, please include links in a word document to online content.

13.5 Please note that LCCC IT systems are not compatible with file formats specific to
 Apple MAC. Please see acceptable file formats above.

Limerick Arts Office, Limerick City and County Council is not responsible for applications undelivered due to non-compliance with the technical requirements listed above.

14. Application Assessment Process
This is a competitive award scheme. Any applications that clearly fall outside the eligibility guidelines and criteria will be eliminated. Applications will then be assessed by an Assessment Panel appointed by Limerick City and County Council. Panel decisions will be final. 

Applicants will be contacted in writing and notified of the outcome of their    application.   

Successful applicants will receive a Letter of Offer which will outline the specific terms of the Award offer.

5 Criteria for Assessment and Marking Scheme
Applications are assessed in a competitive context and with consideration of the application documentation and the supporting material submitted and in the context of the Mayoral Programme. 


All applications will be assessed against the following criteria and marking scheme:
	
Criterion
	Weighting

	Significance of the anniversary
	30%

	Quality of the proposed programme
	25%

	Value for Money
	15%

	Community engagement
	10%

	Organisational capacity
	10%

	Legacy and long term impact
	10%




APPLICATIONS WILL BE DEEMED INVALID IF THE FOLLOWING IS NOT PROVIDED:

A.) Submission of a completed proposal document
B.) Submission of signed Declaration (see Appendix I)
C.) Submission of your application by the deadline of 12 noon Monday 31st August 2026























Appendix I

DECLARATION – To be completed by all applicants and sent with Declaration: 

I have read and understood the Guideline Document for this grant scheme. 
I understand that this is a competitive process and agree to adhere to the criteria, terms and conditions as outlined in the Guidelines Document. 
I attach the required documents.
I understand that I must return relevant receipts and/or a set of accounts and a post event report when the event is complete. 
I certify that all the information provided for the purpose of this application, and all information given in any documentation submitted in support of the application is truthful and accurate. 

Signed: _______________________________ (electronic signatures accepted)
Name in Block Capitals: ______________________________________________
Date: __________________________________________



















Appendix II

Limerick Theatre Anniversaries 
Mayoral Fund Grant Scheme 2026

Application Form


Section 1 – Organisation Details
	Organisation Name
	

	Address
	

	Website (if applicable)
	

	Contact Person
	

	Position
	

	Telephone
	

	Email
	




Section 2 – Anniversary Details
	Year Established
	

	Anniversary being celebrated
	

	Describe briefly the history of your organisation
	




















Section 3 – Proposed Anniversary Programme
	Describe the activities for which funding is requested
	




















	Expected dates of activities
	

	Estimated audiences/
participants
	





Section 4 – Community engagement
	How will the project involve the local community?
	





















Section 5 – Legacy
	Will the anniversary project leave a lasting benefit?   Y/N
If yes, please describe.
	














Section 6 – Budget
Income
	Source	
	Amount €

	Own funds
	

	Sponsorship
	

	Other grants
	

	Other income (name)
	

	Other income (name)
	

	Other income (name)
	

	Grant amount requested
	

	Total income	
	€




Expenditure
	Item	
	Amount €

	Venue
	

	Production costs
	

	Marketing
	

	Heritage/Archive
	

	Workshops
	

	Other (name)
	

	Grant amount requested
	

	Total expenditure
	€





Section 7 – Supporting documents
Please include:
· Programme or event outline
· Budget
· Constitution (if requested)
· Most recent financial accounts (if requested)
· Evidence of anniversary (where available)
· Insurance details (if requested)


Additional Notes re Budget and Costs

Expenditure relates to any costs you expect to have, including the following:
· All event or project costs, technical costs, promotion and publicity costs, administrative costs, etc. 
· Limerick Arts Office is committed to supporting fair and equitable remuneration of artists in our funding programmes and schemes and in our partnerships and working relationships. All applicants must ensure that their applications reflect this priority.​
· If applicable, you may include a more detailed budget breakdown in the supporting material.
· Please note the only method of payment of the grants will be by Electronic Funds Transfer. To draw down funding, successful candidates will have to provide bank details and/or a Tax Clearance Certificate or a PPS number.


If you have any queries on eligible and ineligible costs, please contact a member of the Arts Office team. 
									


	Appendix III 
Terms and Conditions of the Award
Who is the applicant?
The applicant is the person or organisation whose name is given on the application form. 
Any grant offered will only be paid into a bank account held in the name of the applicant. 
Please ensure that on the application form you give your full name, as given on your legal documents and bank statements. All documentation provided as part of the assessment process and, if successful, as part of grant processing must be in the name of the applicant; this includes bank and tax details.

· Applicants must be based in Limerick or operate substantially within Limerick City or County and be able to demonstrate this in their application.​ 
· Payment of a grant shall be in respect of a specific project/activity and not towards the payment of former debts.
· Applicants must be prepared to furnish further particulars or information to Limerick City and County Council if requested.
· The recipients must follow the procedure, as confirmed in writing to them, regarding drawing down the grant and the Acknowledgement of Funding requirements. A grant may be withheld if the above is not adhered to.
· Please note the only method of payment of the grants will be by Electronic Funds Transfer. To draw down funding, successful candidates will have to provide bank details and/or a Tax Clearance Certificate or a PPS number.
· The grantor should be satisfied that the accounting system and organisational arrangements of the grantee are adequate, taking account of the level of the grant payment, to ensure proper administration of the money.
· Any successful applicants for whom it becomes necessary to reschedule the activity to another date within the approved timeframe, or who need to change the planned activity in any significant manner, should contact the Limerick Arts Office immediately with this proposal. Activities that cannot be rescheduled in the approved timeframe will not be entitled to draw down funding.
· Successful applicants will be required to send to Limerick Arts Office any promotional materials related to the funded project. Limerick City and County Council reserve the right to publicize the project through our promotional channels. All creative rights remain with the applicant.
· Specific conditions may be attached to the funding, which will be outlined in the letter of offer.
· Please note that Limerick City and County Council is required to act in accordance with The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform Circular 13/2014 and the Statement of Principles for Grantees. 
· Limerick City and County Council reserves the right to terminate grant aid if statutory or criminal negligence is involved.
· A list of successful applicants will be published on www.limerick.ie.



Appendix IV

Freedom of Information Statement: 
Limerick City and County Council is covered by Freedom of Information Act 2014, which provides members of the public with the rights to access information held by public bodies to the greatest extent possible, consistent with the public interest and right to privacy. This means that details contained in applications and supporting documents may, on request, be released to third parties.

Privacy (General Data Protection Regulation G.D.P.R.)
Any personal information you give us will be processed, stored and managed in strict accordance with General Data Protection Regulations. 
The purpose for processing your data is to process your application for a Grants Under the Arts Act Award in line with the criteria of this award. The information you provide will be assessed by an Assessment Panel. Your information will be retained in accordance with council policy and the National Retention policy. If you do not furnish the personal data requested, Limerick City and County Council will not be able to process your application.
You have the following rights, in certain circumstances and subject to applicable exemptions, in relation to your personal data:
· the right to access the personal data that we hold about you, together with other information about our processing of that personal data
· the right to require us to rectify any inaccuracies in your personal data
· the right to require us to erase your personal data
· the right to request that we no longer process your personal data for particular purposes
· the right to object to our use of your personal data or the way in which we process it

Please note that to help protect your privacy, we take steps to verify your identity before granting access to personal data.

If you would like to exercise any of these rights, please submit a request to our Data Protection Officer outlining the specific details of the request:  Email: dataprotectionofficer@limerick.ie   All valid requests will be processed without undue delay and in any event within one month of receipt of the request.  This period may be extended by up to two further months where necessary.

Acknowledgment of Funding
If you are notified that you have been successful in receiving funding, you must ensure that the Mayor of Limerick/  Mayoral Fund Limerick City and County Council is acknowledged as funders of your event and promoted. Appropriate credits, logos, and guidelines to support this will be provided to the awarded organisations.

Other Considerations
If your application is successful and if your proposal involves working with children or young people under eighteen years of age or presenting work to this age group, you will be required to sign a Child Welfare and Protection Declaration prior to funding. You must ensure that your policy and procedures have been developed with reference to Children First: National Guidance for the Protection and Welfare of Children, and are consistent with the principles stated therein. Please see www.tusla.ie for more information.

If your application is successful and if your proposal involves working with animals, you will be required to sign an Animal Welfare Declaration prior to funding.
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