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Christmas in Limerick 2026
Creatives, Communities and Cultural Institutions Open Call
(i) Eligibility: 
Events must take place in Limerick City.
Applications are invited from:
· Individual Artists and Creative Practitioners
· Community and Voluntary Groups
· Cultural Organisations and Institutions
· Educational Institutions
· Creative Collectives
· Not-for-Profit Organisations
The following entities are not eligible:
· Political organisations
· Commercial activities without a clear public cultural benefit
· Projects already fully funded through another Limerick City and County Council funding scheme
· Activities that have already taken place prior to the announcement of funding decisions
Completed applications must be submitted by email to: festivalsandevents@limerick.ie  or by post to:
Festivals & Events Unit,
Economic and Tourism Development Department,
Limerick City and County Council,
Corporate Headquarters,
Merchants Quay, 
Limerick
V94 EH90

Closing Date - 12:00 noon on Friday, 18th September 2026.
Applications must be submitted using the application form provided (please refer to page 7). Late applications will not be considered.

(ii) Open Call Process:
This is an open and competitive funding process administered by Limerick City and County Council.
The total funding available for this open call is €15,000. 

Funding will be awarded to a number of successful applicants based on assessment scores and the overall quality and diversity of proposals received.

Funding Levels

· Individual awards are expected to range from €500 to €5,000.
· Applicants may seek full or partial funding.
· Applicants are encouraged to secure additional funding or in-kind support, where appropriate.
· Limerick City and County Council reserves the right to award less than the amount requested or to make no award where proposals do not sufficiently meet the required standard.

A qualified panel will assess, score, and allocate funding based on the following criteria:
	Criteria
	%
	Maximum Score Available

	Creativity of Proposal and Opportunity for Public Engagement
	50%
	500

	Alignment with the Christmas in Limerick Vision and Programme of Core Events
	25% 
	250

	Deliverability & Capacity
	15%
	150

	Value for Money
	10%
	100

	Total
	100%
	1,000



Please be advised that applicants must achieve a minimum of 500 marks to be considered for funding i.e. 50% of the total marks available.




Creativity and Public Engagement (50%)
Assessment will consider:
· Originality and creativity
· Artistic and cultural merit
· Audience appeal
· Community participation opportunities
· Potential audience reach and engagement
Alignment with Christmas in Limerick (25%)
Assessment will consider:
· Alignment with the festival theme
· Enhancement of the visitor experience
· Contribution to city centre animation and activity
· Support of Limerick's cultural identity
· Complementarity with the core festival programme
Deliverability & Capacity (15%) 
Limerick City and County Council wishes to support projects that are not only creative and engaging, but also realistic, achievable, and capable of being successfully delivered within the Christmas in Limerick 2026 programme. Applicants should demonstrate that they possess the necessary skills, experience, resources, and organisational capacity to deliver their proposal to a high standard.
Assessment may consider:
· Relevant experience in delivering similar events, projects, or initiatives.
· The skills, qualifications and expertise of the applicant and/or project team.
· The suitability of proposed partnerships and collaborators.
· Evidence of effective planning, project management, and operational oversight.
· The feasibility of the proposed timeline, budget, and delivery model.

· The applicant's ability to manage health and safety, licensing, insurance, and other statutory requirements.
· The overall likelihood of successful project completion.
Value for Money (10%)
Assessment will consider:
· Realistic and achievable budgeting
· Efficient use of public funding
· Scale of impact relative to cost
· Evidence of additional funding or in-kind support
(iii) About Christmas in Limerick:
Christmas in Limerick, presented by Limerick City and County Council (LCCC), is Limerick City’s hugely successful Christmas festival with an annual audience of over 80,000. The much-loved annual event is centred on a family-friendly festive experience in Limerick City Centre.  
LCCC’s vision is to create a cohesive, signature Christmas festival built around a walkable Christmas experience from King John’s Castle (KJC) to O’Connell Crescent that celebrates Limerick’s Georgian character, culture, retail, and public realm, delivered through inclusive programming, premium experiences, and strong community and business partnerships.  
As a result of the delivery of the Christmas in Limerick experience, we want Limerick to stand as a nationally recognised, themed winter destination with resilient financing, high community participation, and measurable economic uplift. 
The implementation of LCCC’s ‘Christmas in Limerick 3 Year Strategy (2026-2028)’ and event management plan over the next three years will elevate Limerick’s Christmas offering from being a ‘Regional Event’, which receives a medium tourist demand, at present to a ‘Hallmark Event’ with high tourist demand and in turn, high value (please refer to table 1 below, which has been extracted from pg. 17 of LCCC’s Festivals & Events Strategy (2024-2028), for reference:
· Limerick City and County Council Festivals & Events Strategy 2024 - 2028).  



(iv) Theme: “Together for Christmas in Limerick”:
· The heartwarming theme “Together for Christmas in Limerick” will be expanded upon from 2025. 
· The theme captures the true spirit of the season, one of unity, belonging, goodwill, and renewal.  
· It reflects families and friends coming home, communities working hand-in-hand, and visitors joining locals to experience the magic of Christmas in Ireland’s most vibrant riverside city.
Applicants are encouraged to interpret the theme creatively while contributing positively to the overall Christmas in Limerick experience.
(v) Priority Programming Themes
The evaluation panel will particularly welcome proposals that support one or more of the following priorities:
· Community participation and co-creation
· Children's and family programming
· Arts, culture, and heritage
· Storytelling and creative interpretation
· Light-based installations and projections
· Music, performance, and spectacle
· Irish language and local traditions
· Accessibility and inclusion
· Environmental sustainability
· Engagement with underrepresented communities
(vi) Open Call to Creatives, Communities and Cultural Institutions:
Limerick City and County Council are seeking proposals from creatives and community groups to enhance Christmas in Limerick’s core programme of events. These proposals should promote and celebrate Limerick’s unique culture and cement Limerick’s burgeoning reputation as a destination city. It is an opportunity for creatives 


and community groups to showcase their talents and be part of Christmas in Limerick’s fabric.
Proposals should:
· Be family friendly
· Enhance Christmas in Limerick’s core programme of events. 
· Promote Limerick’s unique culture
· Establish Limerick as a centre of creative excellence, showcasing the work of our local and national creatives alongside international artists. 
· Cement Limerick’s burgeoning reputation as a destination city with a vibrant urban culture on Europe’s Edge and as Gateway City to the Wild Atlantic Way. 

(vii) Sustainability and Responsible Tourism
Applicants should demonstrate how they will minimise the environmental impact of their proposal.
Examples may include:
· Reducing waste and single-use materials
· Using reusable or recycled materials
· Supporting active travel and public transport
· Sustainable sourcing of products and services
· Energy-efficient production methods

(viii) Accessibility and Inclusion
Applicants should demonstrate how their proposal will be welcoming and accessible to diverse audiences.
Consideration should be given to:
· Physical accessibility
· Inclusive programming
· Family-friendly participation
· Affordability
· Accessibility for older people and persons with disabilities

Please complete the following application form in full.

Christmas in Limerick 2026 - Creatives, Communities and Cultural Institutions Open Call
Application Form

	Applicant Name 
	 

	Organisation/Group (if applicable) 
	 

	Address 
	 

	Email 
	 

	Phone Number 
	 



Category:
 (Please tick one box) 
☐ Community Group
☐ Cultural Organisation/Institution 
☐ Individual Artist/Creative Professional(s) 
☐ Educational Institution
☐ Other Christmas Themed Events/Programming





Event/Creation Details:
	Event/Creation Name 
	

	Event/Creation Description 
(Please provide a brief description including date(s), location(s), target audience, project objectives, public engagement opportunities, and relevance to/alignment with Christmas in Limerick 2026 ) 
	











	Proposed Dates
	

	Start Date
	

	End Date
	

	Proposed Times
	



Venue Confirmation
Has the proposed venue/location been identified and discussed with the relevant landowner or venue operator?
□ Yes
□ No
If Yes, please provide details.
	








Audience Numbers
Please outline the estimated number of attendees/participants:
	





Organisational Capacity
Please provide details of:
· Previous experience delivering similar projects
· Relevant qualifications or expertise
· Partnerships involved in delivery
· Examples of past events or programmes
	














Project Delivery and Risk Management
Please briefly outline:
· Key operational risks
· Crowd management considerations
· Health and Safety measures
· Safeguarding measures (if children are involved)
· Insurance arrangements



	














Marketing and Promotion
Please outline how you intend to market and promote your project.
	




























Sustainability and Accessibility
Please outline how your proposal will:
· Support environmental sustainability
· Promote accessibility and inclusion
	
















Budget
Please provide a detailed breakdown of projected expenditure relating to your proposal. 
Please note this section is mandatory. 
	Expenditure Item 
	Amount (€)

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	 

	Projected Total
	€



Please state the amount of funding sought from Limerick City and County Council:
 
€: ________________________ 
Other Sources of Income/Funding (if applicable)
	Source
	Amont (€)

	
	

	
	

	Total
	



Eligible Expenditure
Funding may be used towards:
· Artist and performer fees
· Materials and production costs
· Technical services
· Equipment hire
· Venue hire
· Marketing and promotion
· Workshop and participation costs
· Project-specific insurance


Ineligible Expenditure
Funding may not be used towards:
· Retrospective expenditure
· Hospitality and entertainment costs
· Alcohol purchases
· Capital equipment purchases
· Debt repayment
· General organisational overheads
· Activities unrelated to the approved project
Successful Applicants
Successful applicants will be required to:
· Deliver the project as approved
· Obtain all necessary licences and permissions
· Maintain appropriate insurance cover
· Comply with all relevant legislation
· Acknowledge support from Limerick City and County Council in promotional materials
· Submit a post-event report outlining activities, audience figures, and project outcomes
The Council reserves the right to request supporting documentation including receipts, photographs, and evidence of delivery.





Declaration:
I confirm that the information provided is accurate and that any funding awarded will be used solely for the purposes outlined in this application. 
I understand that the Council may verify any information supplied in this application and that any funding awarded may be withdrawn where false or misleading information has been provided.
By ticking this box, you are confirming that you have read, and will abide by, the terms and conditions (see below) of this grant scheme. Please tick to confirm:  
 
SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT: 
___________________________________________ 
DATE: 
_______________

Data Protection
The processing of personal data by Limerick City and County Council is governed by the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) (EU) 2016/679 and associated data protection legislation. Personal information supplied as part of this application will be processed solely for the administration of the Christmas in Limerick Open Call and related funding processes. 
Standard Conditions of Award
Limerick City and County Council reserves the right to:
· Award full, partial or no funding.
· Seek additional information or clarification.
· Withdraw an offer of funding where incorrect information has been supplied.
· Cancel or amend the scheme where circumstances require.
· Publicise successful projects and funding awards.


· Reclaim funding where a project is not delivered in accordance with the approved application.
Applicants should retain all financial records relating to funded activity for inspection if requested.
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