
































Report on application under Section 5 of the Planning and Development Act
2000 (as amended)

File Reference nhumber EC-062-26
Applicant(s) Staker Wallace GAA
Location Kilbreedy West

Co. Limerick,

V35 FV58

Description of Site and Surroundings:

The site is located in the townland of Kilbreedy West, accessed off the R-515 regional road.
The site hosts the Staker Wallace GAA clubhouse, car park and sports ground.

Proposal:

This is an application requesting a Section 5 Declaration on whether the following works are
or are not development or are or are not exempted development:

o Staker Wallace GAA are proposing the upgrade of existing flood lighting to an LED
alternative
o The applicant suggests this is a direct replacement of existing light fixtures,
which from the submitted pitch layout plan, refers to 8 no. flood light poles
marking the exterior of the east playing pitch

This Section 5 declaration includes the following:

e Application form
e Site location maps

Planning History:

Subject site:

06/4004 — Conditional Permission — Retention and completion of playing fields, drainage
works, alterations to the site levels, a running track, attenuation pond/artificial lake and
associated site works and permission for a community centre incorporating sports hall,
changing rooms, meeting room, spectator stand, floodlighting with car parking to support
playing pitches, all associated site works and the provision of a new pedestrian and vehicle
entrance.

08/611 — Conditional Permission — The provision of 4 no. ball stopping nets to be provided
at both ends of both pitches.

09/1305 — Conditional Permission — Retention the omission of the stand and the inclusion
of high level windows on the east elevation of new community hall which was granted under
planning ref. no. 06/4004.



15/167 — Conditional Permission — A new spectator stand, hurling wall and all associated
site works.

20/7004 - Conditional Permission — Extension of Permission for Planning Reference
15/167.

Adjacent:

92/256 — Conditional Permission — Erection of single storey workshop and enlarged
entrance.

94/178 — Conditional Permission — Installation of septic tank.

01/1986 — Refused — Outline permission for construction of 3 no. dwellinghouses with
entrances, front boundaries and septic tanks.

03/1508 — Conditional Permission - Construction of dwellinghouse, treatment system,
percolation area and entrance.

04/3197 — Refused — Construction of dwelling, garage, entrance, boundary wall, percolation
area and septic tank.

05/2024 — Refused — Construction of dwelling, garage, entrance, boundary wall, septic tank,
percolation area and associated site works.

05/3104 — Conditional Permission — Construction of a dwelling, garage, entrance,
boundary wall, septic tank, & percolation area and associated site works.

06/741 — Conditional Permission — Construction of dwelling, garage, wastewater treatment
system, entrance and road boundary wall.

07/3557 — Conditional Permission — Retention of entrance to existing dwelling.

08/852 — Conditional Permission — Construction of a dwelling, wastewater treatment
system and polishing filter and entrance.

09/1225 — Conditional Permission — Garage.
11/681 — Refused — Development of a grass pitch to be used by the community,
Martinstown National School, Buldagen National School and Castle United Soccer Club as a

community sports and athletics pitch at existing sports complex.

Enforcement History:

DC-341-07 — Resolved/closed — Unauthorised ground works.
DC-385-08 — Resolved/closed — Non-compliance with planning permission.
DC-173-09 — Resolved/closed — Non-compliance with planning permission.

Relevant An Coimisiun Pleanala referrals:




N/A.

Assessment:

Consideration as to whether a development constitutes exempted development or not is
governed by Sections 4 and 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and

Articles 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as
amended).

Is the proposal development?

Section 2(1) in this Act, except where otherwise requires —

‘works’ includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition,

extension, alteration, repair or renewal and, in relation to a protected structure or proposed
protected structure, includes any act or operation involving the application or removal of
plaster, paint, wallpaper, tiles or other material to or from the surfaces of the interior or
exterior of a structure.

‘structure’ as any building, structure, excavation, or other thing constructed or made on, in
or under any land, or part of a structure so defined, and —

(b) in relation to a protected structure or proposed protected structure, includes—

i) the interior of the structure,

ii) the land lying within the curtilage of the structure,

iii) any other structures lying within that curtilage and their interiors, and

iv) all fixtures and features which form part of the interior or exterior of any structure or
structures referred to in subparagraph (i) or (iii);

(
(
(
(
Section 3(1) defines ‘development’ as ‘the carrying out of any works on, in, over or under
land or the making of any material change in the use of any structures or other land’.

The proposal concerns, the upgrade of existing flood lighting to an LED alternative,
constituting ‘works’ and ‘development’.

Is the proposal exempted development?

While the proposed works constitute development, Section 4(1)(h) of the Planning and
Development Act 2000 (as amended) provides that development consisting of works for the
maintenance, improvement or other alteration of a structure, which do not materially affect
the external appearance or character of the structure, does not require planning permission.
In this instance, further information is required to assess whether works will materially alter
the external appearance of the existing floodlighting installation.

It is also noted that Condition 4 of planning ref. 09/1305 limits the use of floodlights to
periods of training or matches and prohibits use after 22:00.

Article 9 Restrictions




It is satisfied, with respect to the existing floodlighting context and separation distance from
the railway to the north and roadway to the south of the site, that no restrictions apply under
Article 9 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended).

Appropriate Assessment

Having regard to the nature and scale of the proposed development and the absence of
proximity or connectivity to a Natura 2000 European Site, no Appropriate Assessment issues
arise, and it is not considered that the proposed development would be likely to have a
significant effect individually or in combination with other plans or projects, on a European
Site. An appropriate assessment screening report and determination is attached to this
report.

Environmental Impact Assessment

Having regard to the nature, size and location of the proposed development and to the
criteria set out in Schedule 7 of the Regulations it has been concluded at preliminary
examination that there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising
from the proposed development. EIA, therefore, is not required.

Conclusion/Recommendation
It is recommended that Further Information be requested as follows:

The proposal is described as a direct replacement of existing floodlighting with LED fixtures.
However, insufficient information has been provided which illustrate the existing floodlighting
installation. To assess whether the proposed works would materially affect the external
appearance of the site, having regard to Section 4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development
Act 2000 (as amended), the applicant is requested to submit the following:

1. Elevation drawings and/or photographs clearly showing the existing floodlight
columns and fittings currently in place on the site; and

2. Written confirmation, clearly stating that the proposed upgrade comprises the
retention of the existing floodlight columns and the direct replacement of the existing
light fittings on a like-for-like basis, albeit with new LED fixtures, with no alteration to
the height, position, number, or orientation of the floodlights.

Graduate Planner Isaac Cunningham Date: 27/04/2026
Signature:
Senior Executive Planner Barry Henn Date: 07/05/2026
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Given the sites size, no hydrological connection to any SAC/SPA, no encroachment on
any SAC/SPA and the limited scale of the development proposed, an AA is not required.
Conclusion: AA is not required.

i. It is clear that there is no
likelihood of significant
effects on a European Site

ii. It is uncertain whether
the proposal will have a
significant effect on a
European Site

iii. Significant effects are
likely

Signature and Date of
Recommending Officer:

Signature and Date of the
Decision Maker:

Tick as appropriate:

Recommendation:

The proposal can be
screened out: Appropriate
Assessment not required.

OO0 Request further
information to complete
screening

O Request NIS

O Refuse planning
permission

O Request NIS

O Refuse planning
permission

Isaac Cunningham, Graduate Planner

27/04/2026

Barry Henn, SEP
07/05/2026






Yes, Schedule 7A information/screening report has been Screening

submitted by the applicant

No, Schedule 7A information/screening report has not been

submitted by the applicant

Signature and Date of Recommending Officer:

Signature and Date of the Decision Maker:

Determination
required

Preliminary
Examination
required

Isaac Cunningham, Graduate Planner

27/04/2026

Barry Henn, SEP
07/05/2026
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Point 1: Photos of the existing Light Columns

Single Pole Overview



Top Fixtures



Pitch Overview



Light fixture or Similar

Point 2. Visual Confirmation

The proposed upgrade of the floodlights on the GAA pitch will retain all existing infrastructure,
including the current poles, mounting structures, and overall layout. The works are limited solely
to the replacement of the existing light fittings with modern LED light fixtures.

There will be no change to the height, positioning, or visual appearance of the existing
floodlighting structures, and therefore no material difference in aesthetics from the current set-
up. The upgrade is purely technological in nature, improving lighting efficiency and performance
while maintaining the same overall visual profile as the existing installation.























