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NOTES: Application must be accompanied by:

(a) Fee of €80

(b) Site location map

(c) Site layout plan

(d) Dimensioned plans and elevations of the structure and any
existing structures.

(e) Where the declaration is in respect of a farm building, a layout
identifying the use of each existing building together with floor
area of each building.
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Application to be forwarded to:

Planning Department,

Limerick City & County Council,
Dooradoyle,

Limerick,

V94 XF67

Enquiries:

Telephone: 061-556556
E-Mail: planning@limerick.ie
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Report on application under Section 5 of the Planning and Development Act
2000 (as amended)

File Reference nhumber EC-053-26
Applicant(s) Caherdavin Celtic FC
Location Inagh Drive,
Caherdavin,
Limerick,
V94 82F5

Description of Site and Surroundings:

The application concerns the Caherdavin Celtic FC site, northwest of Limerick City Centre in
the suburban neighbourhood of Caherdavin, comprising a playing field, clubhouse and car
parking along the southern and western boundaries. The site is accessed from Ennis Road
to the south of the site, connecting onto Inagh Drive and Meadow Close which abounds the
north and east of the site, while the Greenhills Hotel is located to the west of the site. The
site is zoned as Open Space and Recreation, falling within Flood Zone A, both according to
the Limerick Development Plan 2022-2028.

Proposal:

This is an application requesting a Section 5 Declaration on whether the following works are
or are not development or are or are not exempted development:

e The applicant is proposing the erection of a 1.2-metre-high perimeter fence around
the Caherdavin Celtic FC site

o Itis noted that the stated purpose of the fencing is to mitigate current dog
fouling and horse intrusion onto the playing field, which has had an adverse
effect on the running of the football club, exposing club members to
hazardous material and causing undue maintenance requirements

o A perimeter fence is expected to provide better safeguarding assurances for
club members and bolster the club’s confidence in hosting more sporting
activities and events

This Section 5 declaration includes the following:

e Application form
¢ Site location

o Elevations

e Floor plans

Planning History:

Subject site:

11/770133 - Conditional Permission - Construction of new dressing rooms, incorporating
showers, toilets and committee room.



1414 - Conditional Permission — Minor changes to the plans, elevations and associated
site works as granted under P11/133.

Adjacent:
02/881 — Unconditional Permission — Construction of an ESB substation to the rear of site.

11/770126 — Conditional Permission — Construct 21 new car park spaces and 3 new
entrance piers with associated soft landscape works to the entrance.

Enforcement History:

None found.

Relevant An Coimisiun Pleanala referrals:

No relevant An Coimisiun Pleanala referrals found for the site.

Assessment:

Consideration as to whether a development constitutes exempted development or not is
governed by Sections 4 and 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and
Articles 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as
amended).

Is the proposal development?

Section 2(1) in this Act, except where otherwise requires —

‘works’ includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition,

extension, alteration, repair or renewal and, in relation to a protected structure or proposed
protected structure, includes any act or operation involving the application or removal of
plaster, paint, wallpaper, tiles or other material to or from the surfaces of the interior or
exterior of a structure.

‘structure’ as any building, structure, excavation, or other thing constructed or made on, in
or under any land, or part of a structure so defined, and —

(b) in relation to a protected structure or proposed protected structure, includes—

(i) the interior of the structure,

(ii) the land lying within the curtilage of the structure,

(iii) any other structures lying within that curtilage and their interiors, and

(iv) all fixtures and features which form part of the interior or exterior of any structure or
structures referred to in subparagraph (i) or (iii);

Section 3(1) defines ‘development’ as ‘the carrying out of any works on, in, over or under
land or the making of any material change in the use of any structures or other land’.



The proposal concerns, the erection of a 1.2-metre-high perimeter fence around the
Caherdavin Celtic FC site, constituting ‘works’ and ‘development’.

Is the proposal exempted development?

To assess whether the proposed development is exempted development, the development
proposal will be assessed against the Conditions and Limitations of Column 2 of Class 11 of
Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended).

Class 11 - The construction, erection, lowering, repair or replacement, other than within or
bounding the curtilage of a house, of — (a) any fence (not being a hoarding or sheet metal
fence), or (b) any wall of brick, stone, blocks with decorative finish, other concrete blocks or
mass concrete

The proposed fencing is not sheet metal or hoarding, the exempted development class
therefore applies, subject to the following conditions:

1. The height of any new structure shall not exceed 1.2 metres or the height of the
structure being replaced, whichever is the greater, and in any event shall not exceed
2 metres.
The height of the proposed fencing is 1.2 metres; this condition is therefore satisfied.
2. Every wall, other than a dry or natural stone wall, constructed or erected bounding a
road shall be capped and the face of any wall of concrete or concrete blocks (other
than blocks of a decorative finish) which will be visible from any road, path or public

area, including a public open space, shall be rendered or plastered.

This condition applies to proposed walls not fencing and therefore does not apply.

Article 9 Restrictions

Article 9(1)(a)(x) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) provides
that development consisting of the fencing or enclosure of land habitually open to or used by
the public for recreational purposes during the 10 years preceding such fencing or enclosure
is not exempted development. By the applicant’'s own admission, members of the public
have previously utilised the playing field for recreational purposes such as dog walking.

The development proposal is also located within an area identified as Flood Zone A
according to the Limerick Development Plan 2022-2028. While flood risk can, in certain
circumstances, engage Article 9(1)(a)(iii) relating to public safety, the proposal does not give
rise to an inherent public safety hazard, and no further Article 9 restriction considerations
arise.

Appropriate Assessment

Having regard to the nature and scale of the proposed development and the absence of



proximity or connectivity to a Natura 2000 European Site, no Appropriate Assessment issues
arise, and it is not considered that the proposed development would be likely to have a
significant effect individually or in combination with other plans or projects, on a European
Site. An appropriate assessment screening report and determination is attached to this
report.

Environmental Impact Assessment

Having regard to the nature, size and location of the proposed development and to the
criteria set out in Schedule 7 of the Regulations it has been concluded at preliminary
examination that there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising
from the proposed development. EIA, therefore, is not required.

Conclusion/Recommendation

The proposal, the erection of a 1.2-metre-high perimeter fence around the Caherdavin Celtic
FC site, is considered to be development. However, whilst the conditions of the respective
exempted development class, Class 11 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and
Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), have been met. This exemption is restricted
by Article 9 (1)(a)(x) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), as
development consisting of the fencing or enclosure of land habitually open to or used by the
public for recreational purposes during the 10 years preceding such fencing or enclosure.

Regard has been had to —

(a) Section 2, 3, 4 & 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended)
(b) Article 6, 9 & Class 33 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development
Regulations, 2001, as amended.

(c) The plans & particulars submitted with the application received on the 7™ of
April 2026.

It is therefore considered that said works are development but not exempted development
under Article 9 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended).

Graduate Planner Isaac Cunningham Date: 15/04/2026
Signature:

Senior Executive Planner Grainne O’Keeffe Date: 28/04/2026
Signature M




Appendix 1: AA PN01 Screening Form

STEP 1: Description of the project/proposal and local site characteristics:

(e) File Reference No:

EC-053-26

(e) Brief description of the project or
plan:

The applicant is proposing the erection of a
1.2-metre-high perimeter fence around the
Caherdavin Celtic FC site.

(e) Brief description of site
characteristics:

The application concerns the Caherdavin
Celtic FC site, northwest of Limerick City
Centre in the suburban neighbourhood of
Caherdavin, comprising a playing field,
clubhouse and car parking to the south and
west. The site is accessed from Ennis Road
to the south of the site, connecting onto
Inagh Drive and Meadow Close which
abounds the north and eastern boundaries,
while the Greenbhills Hotel is located to the
west of the site. The site is zoned as Open
Space and Recreation, falling within Flood
Zone A, both according to the Limerick
Development Plan 2022-2028.

(e) Relevant prescribed bodies N/A
consulted:
e.g. DHLGH (NPWS), EPA, OPW

(e) Response to consultation: N/A

STEP 2: Identification of relevant Natura 2000 sites using Source-Pathway-Receptor model and
compilation of information on Qualifying Interests and conservation objectives.

European Site List of Qualifying Distance from Connections Considered
(code) Interest/Special proposed (Source- further in
Conservation Interest ' | development 2 Pathway- screening
(km) Receptors) Y/N

Lower River https://www.npws.ie/prot | 1.314 None

Shannon SAC ected-sites/sac/00216

River Shannon and | https://www.npws.ie/prot | 1.314 None

River Fergus ected-sites/spa/004077

Estuaries SPA

STEP 3: Assessment of Likely Significant Effects

(a) Identify all potential direct and indirect impacts that may have an effect on the
conservation objectives of a European site, taking into account the size and scale

of the project under the following headings:

Impacts:

Possible Significance of Impacts:
(duration/Magnitude etc)

Construction phase e.g
- Vegetation clearance

- Demolition

None. No direct encroachment or
hydrological connection




- Surface water runoff from soil
excavation/infill/landscaping
(including borrow pits)

- Dust, noise, vibration

- Lighting disturbance

- Impact on groundwater/dewatering

- Storage of excavated/construction

materials
- Access to site
- Pests
Operation phase e.g. None. No direct encroachment or
- Direct emission to air and water hydrological connection

- Surface water runoff containing
contaminant or sediment

- Lighting disturbance

- Noisel/vibration

- Changes to water/groundwater due
to drainage or abstraction

- Presence of people, vehicles and
activities

- Physical presence of structures (e.g
collision risk)

- Potential for accidents or incidents

In-combination/Other N/A.

(a) Describe any likely changes to the European site:

Examples of the type of changes to give None. No direct encroachment or
consideration to include: hydrological connection
- Reduction or fragmentation of
habitat area
- Disturbance to QI species
- Habitat or species fragmentation
- Reduction or fragmentation in
species density
- Changes in key indicators of
conservation status value (water or
air quality etc)
- Changes to areas of sensitivity or
threats to Ql
- Interference with the key
relationships that define the
structure or ecological function of
the site

(a) (Are ‘mitigation’ measures necessary to reach a conclusion that likely significant
effects can be ruled out at screening?

O Yes No




STEP 4: Screening Determination Statement

The assessment of significance of effects:
Describe how the proposed development alone or in-combination is/is not likely to have
significant effects on European site (s) in view of its conservation objectives.

Given the sites size, no hydrological connection to any SAC/SPA, no encroachment on
any SAC/SPA and the limited scale of the development proposed, an AA is not required.

Conclusion: AA is not required.

Tick as appropriate: Recommendation:

i. It is clear that there is no
likelihood of significant
effects on a European Site

The proposal can be
screened out: Appropriate
Assessment not required.

ii. Itis uncertain whether
the proposal will have a
significant effect on a
European Site

O O Request further
information to complete
screening

O Request NIS

O Refuse planning
permission

iii. Significant effects are
likely

O O Request NIS

O Refuse planning
permission

Signature and Date of
Recommending Officer:

Isaac Cunningham, Graduate Planner

15/04/2026
Signature and Date of the
Decision Maker: .
28/04/2026

Appendix 2: EIA Screening

Establishing if the proposal is a 'sub-threshold development':




Planning Register Reference:

EC-053-26

Development Summary:

The applicant is proposing the erection of a 1.2-
metre-high perimeter fence around the
Caherdavin Celtic FC site.

Was a Screening Determination
carried out under Section 176A-C?

Yes. no further action required

No. Proceed to Part A

A. Schedule 5 Part | - Does the development comprise a project listed in Schedule 5. Part 1.
of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended)?

(Tick as appropriate)
Yes. specify class: [insert here] _ EIA is mandatory
No Screening
required
X No Proceed to Part B

B. Schedule 5 Part 2 - Does the development comprise a project listed in Schedule 5, Part 2,
of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) and does it meet/exceed the

thresholds?
(Tick as appropriate)

X No. the development is not a project listed No Screening

in Schedule 5, Part 2

required

Yes the project is listed in Schedule 5. Part 2 EIA is mandatory
and meets/exceeds the threshold, specify

class (including threshold): No Screening
_[specify class & threshold here]_ required
Yes the project is of a type listed but is sub- Proceed to Part C
threshold:

[insert here] _

c. If Yes, has Schedule 7A information/screening report been

submitted?

Yes, Schedule 7A information/screening report has been Screening

submitted by the applicant

Determination
required




No, Schedule 7A information/screening report has not been
submitted by the applicant

Preliminary
Examination
required

Signature and Date of Recommending Officer:

Isaac Cunningham, Graduate Planner

15/04/2026

Signature and Date of the Decision Maker:

Gl

28/04/2026




To Whom It May Concern
Limerick City & County Council - Parks Department

| am writing on behalf of Caherdavin Celtic Football Ciub to formally request the installation of perimeter
fencing around our home pitch. As a club serving almost 500 members across ail age groups, we are
committed to providing a safe, inclusive, and well-maintained environment for children, families, and the

wider community.

We are currently developing plans to renovate and upgrade the pitch to improve its quality and long-term
sustainability. As part of these plans, the club intends to install a 1.2-metre-high green perimeter fence,
designed specifically to blend naturally into the existing surroundings and maintain the visual character of the
area. However, these efforts cannot be realised without council approval and support.

Why Perimeter Fencing Is Now Essential

1. Persistent Dog Fouling and Horse Intrusion

The pitch is regularly contaminated by dog fouling, posing serious health and safety risks for children.
On several occasions, horses have entered the grounds, causing significant surface damage and leaving
hazardous waste.

These incidents render the pitch unsafe for training and matches and place an unreasonable burden on
volunteers who must clean and repair the surface before every session.

2. Protecting Planned Renovation Works

Any investment in improving the pitch will be compromised if the surface continues to be damaged or
contaminated.

installing the proposed 1.2-metre green fence is a necessary first step to safeguard future upgrades and
ensure the pitch remains in playable condition throughout the year.

3. Player Safety and Welfare

Children are at risk of slipping, infection, or injury due to fouling, broken giass, and other misuse of the pitch.
Coaches and volunteers currently spend considerable time cleaning the surface before sessions, which is
neither sustainable nor safe.

A fenced pitch would allow us to maintain proper hygiene and safety standards.

4. Safeguarding and Controlled Access
As a youth-focused club, safeguarding is a core responsibility.
Fencing would allow us to control access during training and matches, ensuring only players, coaches, and

parents are present. e
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5. Protecting Grounds
Unrestricted access leads to surface damage, increased maintenance costs, and reduced usability.
Fencing would protect the club’s investment and prolong the lifespan of the pitch.

6. Supporting Community Sport and Wellbeing

Caherdavin Celtic provides structured, supervised sport for hundreds of local children every week.

A secure pitch would enable us to run more programmes, host small tournaments, and welcome visiting
clubs with confidence.

The wider community benefits from a safe, well-managed facility that reflects positively on the area.

Conclusion

We are not seeking exclusivity—only the ability to protect the pitch so it can be used safely and responsibly
by the community. The proposed 1.2-metre green perimeter fence offers a discreet, visually sympathetic
solution that will protect the grounds without altering the character of the area. With renovation plans
underway, fencing is now a critical requirement to ensure that any improvements are preserved and that the
pitch remains a safe, high-quality facility for all.

We would welcome the opportunity to meet with the relevant council representatives to discuss this request
further.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Yours sincerely,

Anthony Galligan

Chairperson

Caherdavin Celtic Football Club



» Purpose: The fencing creates a safe
barrier between spectators, players, and
the playing area, preventing injury and
keeping stray balls within the vicinity. @

 Design: It typically features a robust mesh
panel system, often with a double
horizontal wire design for durability and
high-impact resistance. @

 Material and Finish: The fencing is usually
made from galvanized steel and finished
with a powder coating, which provides
corrosion resistance and low
maintenance. ¢

 Usage: It is widely used in various sports
grounds, including GAA ground;i? footlgg\ll
pitches, schools, and multi-use games ”’&

areas (MUGASs). ,i
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This map should be read in conjunction with
the folio.

Tailte Eireann (TE) Registration mapping is

based on TE Surveying mapping. Where TE
Registration maps are printed at a scale that is

larger than the TE Surveying scale, accuracy is
limited to that of the TE Surveying map scale.

For details of the terms of use and limitations
of scale, accuracy and other conditions relating

to TE Registration maps, see www.tailte.ie,

This map incorporates TE Surveying map data
under licence from TE. Copyright © Tailte
Eireann and Government of Ireland.
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Burdens (may not all be represented on map)
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7 Soak Pit

A full list of burdens and their
symbology can be found at:
www.landdirect.ie

Tailte Eireann Registration operates a
non-conclusive boundary system.

The TE Registration map identifies
properties not boundaries meaning
neither the description of land in a
folio nor its identification by reference

to a TE Registration map is conclusive
as to the boundaries or extent. (see
Section 85 of the Registration of Title Act,
1964). As inserted by Section 62 of the
Registration of Deed and Title Act 2006.
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Planning Department

Lirmerick City & County Council
Dooradoyle Road

Dooradoyle

Limerick

Vo4 WV78

t: 061 556 000

DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT, PLANNING
REG POST:

Caherdavin Celtic FC

c/o 57 Blackthorn Drive,

Caherdavin Heights,

Limerick.

Vo4X5CC

EC/053/26 30 April 2026

Re: Declaration under Section 5

Dear Sir/Madam,

I refer to the above application for Section 5 Declaration on Development and Exempted
Development.

Please find herewith a copy of Council’s decision on same.

Yours faithfully,

C. CQL/L

(for) Senior i’}anner,
Development Management

= customerservices@limerick.ie

¢ www.limerick.ie

Ceanncheathri Chorparaideach, Cé na gCeannaithe, Luimneach ¥ @LimerickCouncil
Corporate Headquarters, Merchants Quay, Limerick L 061 - 556 000



LIM KCITY & C Y COUNCI
APPROVED OFFICER’S ORDER
SECTION 5 - DECLARATION ON DEVELOPMENT AND EXEMPTED DEVELOPMENT

No. AOO/DC/2026/500

File Ref No. EC/053/26

SUBJECT: Declaration under Section 5.
Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended
Planning and Development Regulations 2001 as amended

RE: An erection of a 1.2-metre-high perimeter fence at Inagh Drive, Caherdavin,
Limerick.
ORDER: Whereas by Director General’s Order No. DG/2026/031 dated 18™ March 2026,

Dr. Pat Daly, Director General, Limerick City & County Council did, pursuant to
the powers conferred on him by Section 154 of the Local Government Act, 2001,
(as amended by the Local Government Reform Act, 2014 and the Local
Government (Mayor of Limerick) and Miscellancous Provisions Act, 2024),
delegate unto Grainne O’Keeffe, Senior Executive Planner the functions as
defined in the Local Government Acts, 1925 to 2024.

Now therefore pursuant to the delegation of the functions aforesaid, I, Grainne
O’Keeffe, Senior Executive Planner, having considered the report and
recommendation of Isaac Cunningham, Graduate Planner dated 15/04/2026,

Cj\ hereby order that a Declaration under Section 5 of the Planning and Development
Act 2000 (as amended) be issued to Caherdavin Celtic FC, ¢/o 57 Blackthorn
Drive, Caherdavin Heights, Limerick to state that the works as described above is

Development and is NOT Exempt Development.

y
Signed [///QC[,‘(”(/%

T
SENIOR EXECUTIVE PLANNER, DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT,
PLANNING

Date A/ / U / 2.& R
e



/ Combhairle Cathrach An Roinn Pleanala

: z Comphaitrie Cathrach agus Contae Luimnigh
/—\ & Contae Lu‘mnlgh Bothar Thuar an Daill
~ N Tuar an Daill

—— Limerick City Luimneach

& County Council V94 WV78

Planning Department

Limerick City & County Council
Dooradoyle Road

Dooradoyle

Limerick

Vo4 WV78

t: 061 556 000

SEC S-DECLA N DEVEL EXEMPTED DE

DECLARATION NO. EC/053/26

Name and Address of Applicant: Caherdavin Celtic FC, Inagh Drive, Caherdavin, Limerick
Agent: N/A

Whether the erection of a 1.2-metre-high perimeter fence at Inagh Drive, Caherdavin, Limerick is or is not
Development or is or is not Exempted Development. The works as described on the plans submitted with the

application on the 07" day of April 2026.

AND WHEREAS the Planning Authority has concluded that the erection of a 1.2-metre-high perimeter fence

at Inagh Drive, Caherdavin, Limerick DOES NOT come within the scope of exempted development under
Article 9 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended). See Report attached.

NOW THEREFORE the Planning Authority in exercise of the powers conferred on it by Section 5(2) (a) of
the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) hereby decides that the said development as described
above is Development and i xempt Dev

Signed on behalf of the said Council ¢, @7

Date: go C( - @gé

NOTE: A Declaration on Development or Exemption issued by Limerick City & County Council may
be referred to An Coimisiin Pleanala on payment of €220 for review within 4 weeks after the issuing of the

declaration.





