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Limerick City and County Council (LCCC)
Festivals & Events Section
Halloween in Limerick 2026 – Funding Open Call Application Form
Opening & Closing Dates
· Opening Date: Monday, 20th April 2026 at 09:00am
· Closing Date: Friday, 8th May 2026 at 17:00pm
· Total Fund: €130,000.00
Late applications will not be accepted. 
**Please take note of the “Important Notes” Section on the final page of this Application Form, before completing any section.**
How to Obtain an Application Form
Application Forms can be accessed by:
· Downloading: from Limerick.ie 
· Email: festivalsandevents@limerick.ie
· Phone: 061-556000, and ask to speak to a colleague in the Festivals and Events Section
1. Applicant Details
Organisation / Company Name:
___________________________________________________________________________
Contact Name:
___________________________________________________________________________
Address:
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________


Phone Number:
___________________________________________________________________________
Email Address:
___________________________________________________________________________
Company Registration Number (if applicable):
___________________________________________________________________________
Tax Clearance Access Number (if applicable):
___________________________________________________________________________

2. Strand Selection (Please refer to Section 6 below for Strand-Specific Requirements)
☐ Strand 1: Home of Halloween 2026 (Tourism-Driven & Saleable Experiences)
☐ Strand 2: Halloween Parade / Procession
☐ Strand 3: Community Group Halloween Events
3. Event/Festival Overview
Event / Festival Title:
___________________________________________________________________________
Proposed Dates & Times (from 11th October 2026 to 1st November 2026):
___________________________________________________________________________
Location(s):
___________________________________________________________________________
Target Audience (Local / National / International):
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

4. Event/Festival Proposal
Please provide a detailed description (max. 1,500 words) of your proposed event or festival, including concept, programming, target audience, and expected outcomes (Please refer to Section 5 below, which will be important to consider for completing this Section).
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

5. Alignment with Theme(s)
Applicants are strongly encouraged to consider adopting any of the following relevant themes:
· Limerick’s historical Samhain/Halloween traditions: 
1. County Limerick (Rural/Agricultural Focus): Agricultural Cycle/End of Harvest & Protection of Animals, Appeasing the Spirits/Household Warding with hollowed-out turnips with candles and The Aos Sí (Fairies).
2. Limerick City (Urban/Medieval Focus): Spectacle & Parades, “Mischief Night”, Haunted Landmarks, Mercantile & Medieval Lore, Community Disguise and Urban Ghosts.
3. Shared Traditional Customs: The Dead’s Return, Sacred Fires and Traditional Foods.
· Ireland’s 2026 EU Presidency of the Council of the European Union and Limerick’s pairing with Germany for same
Please outline (700 – 800 words) how your proposal reflects or engages with this/these theme(s):
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

6. Strand-Specific Requirements
Strand 1: Limerick’s Ireland, Home of Halloween 2026 Festival
· Events/Festivals should be tourism-driven and include saleable experiences and events.
· Must demonstrate the ability to attract national and international visitors.
· Think about: Samhain seasonal change; Feast and food; Fire and light; Specific local folklore and places; Mischief and Trickery; Otherworld and ancestors; Ancient Celtic heritage; Storytelling: Transformation; Community celebration: immersive experiences.
· A Memorandum of Understanding must be signed off between LCCC and the successful applicant(s) within 21 calendar days of approval for funding.
· Total Value of the fund for this Strand: €60,000.00
As part of Strand 1, applicants must include the following within their submission. 
(i) Requirement for Saleable Experience Structure
Applicants must demonstrate:
· Pricing model (tickets, packages, tiered experiences, etc.).
· Expected visitor yield (expected capacity, potential turnover, staying visitors vs. day-trippers).
(ii) Collaboration with Local Tourism Partners
Applicants should demonstrate how they will collaborate effectively with (where applicable): 
· Accommodation providers
· Visitor attractions
· Local food/retail partners
(iii) Demonstration of International Appeal
Applicants must provide for: 
· Partnerships with inbound tour operators.
· Language-accessible materials (encouraged due to EU Presidency pairing).


(iv) Media-Ready Content Delivery
Applicants must supply:
· High-quality imagery for promotion (at least one image must be supplied to LCCC).
· All imagery will be made available to LCCC and Fáilte Ireland for free and at no extra cost. 
· A brief description of the festival/event (100-200 words) for marketing and communication purposes, if this is not provided then the submission cannot be assessed for funding.
Strand 2: Halloween Parade / Procession

This strand supports the delivery of a high‑quality, large‑scale Halloween parade or procession with broad public appeal. The successful applicant will be responsible for full event delivery in partnership with a professional Event Management Company.

The procession will take place on Saturday 31st October 2026.  
· Must demonstrate capacity to deliver a large-scale parade/event with local, national, and international appeal.
· If the lead applicant is a Creative Management Company: 
· A professional Event Management Company must be secured in advance. 
· Written proof of contractual engagement (subject to funding approval) confirming the successful engagement of an Event Management Company has been secured for this event, must be submitted to LCCC as part of this application. 
· If this is not provided, then the submission cannot be assessed for funding.
· If the lead applicant is an Event Management Company:
· A demonstration must be provided as to how the creative content of this procession will be delivered. 
· If this is not provided, then the submission cannot be assessed for funding.
· The selected applicant will be responsible for full event delivery and management.
· An Event Licence application must be submitted to Limerick City and County Council by the Event Management Company and an Event Licence secured in a timely manner before the event. 
· The route determined by the Local Authority for the procession is as follows, subject to agreement from An Garda Síochána:
· Commence outside King John’s Castle.
· Proceed down Nicholas Street.
· Turn right at the end of Nicholas Street onto Bridge Street.
· Proceed along Bridge Street to Rutland Street.

· Proceed along Rutland Street to Patrick Street.
· On Patrick Street, take a right turn onto Honan’s Quay (at Burger King) to loop back onto Arthur’s Quay.
· Proceed along Arthur’s Quay to Francis Street.
· Proceed along Francis Street to loop back onto Rutland Street.
· Proceed along Rutland Street onto Bridge Street, taking a left turn onto Nicholas Street and the procession finishes outside King John’s Castle.
· Stakeholder consultation is required in advance of the granting of any Event Licence.
· Pre and post-parade street entertainment is mandatory.
· Must demonstrate that public liability insurance to the value of €6.5m is in place.
· Include accessibility, sustainability, and risk‑mitigation plans.
· A contract must be signed off between LCCC and the successful applicant within 21 calendar days of approval for funding.
· Total Value of the fund for this Strand: €50,000.00
Strand 3: Community Group Halloween Events

This strand supports locally driven Halloween initiatives that foster community participation, creativity, and neighbourhood engagement.
Applicants must:
· Demonstrate that the project is community-led and contributes meaningfully to local Halloween celebrations.
· Outline how the event will ensure inclusive participation, particularly for families, children, older people, and underrepresented groups.
· Provide low‑cost or free public participation where possible.
· Include a plan for community engagement, such as collaborations with residents, schools, cultural groups, or local businesses.
· Provide appropriate safety and stewarding measures, especially for outdoor or activity‑based events.
· Demonstrate accessibility, sustainability and environmental responsibility.
· High-quality imagery for promotion (at least one image must be supplied to LCCC).
· A brief description of the festival/event (100-200 words) for marketing and communication purposes, if this is not provided then the submission cannot be assessed for funding.
· A Memorandum of Understanding must be signed off between LCCC and the successful applicant(s) within 21 calendar days of approval for funding.
· Total Value of the fund for this Strand: €20,000.00

Assessment Criteria
· Application Form submissions for funding under each of the 3 Strands will be assessed using the following scoring criteria, with marks awarded out of a total value of 1,000 marks:
· Relevant Qualifications and Experience in delivering similar projects (300 marks).
· Method Statement, which should include how you will show your initiative in delivering something new and unseen previously (300 marks).
· Plan Schedule (300 marks).
· Total Cost – Value for Money (100 marks). 
7. Budget Breakdown
Please provide a detailed budget, including all projected income and expenditure.
Income & Expenditure Budget Breakdown (Event/Festival Application)
IMPORTANT (EXPENDITURE)
Items such as Insurance, Building Rental, Marketing Costs, and other non-event-related costs will not be funded by Limerick City and County Council.

1. INCOME
	Income Source                                                            
	      Amount (€)                   
	               Status (Secured/Pending/Applied)

	Grant funding requested from Limerick City & County Council
	     ___________
	   _____________________

	Other grant funding secured
	     ___________
	   _____________________

	Other grant funding pending
	     ___________
	   _____________________

	Sponsorship / Partnerships
	     ___________
	   _____________________

	Ticket Sales / Admissions
	     ___________
	   _____________________

	Merchandise / Concessions
	     ___________
	   _____________________

	Other Income (please specify)
	     ___________
	   _____________________

	TOTAL INCOME (€)
	     ___________
	



2. EXPENDITURE
	Eligible Event/Festival Costs Only
	                      Amount (€)

	Artist / Performer Fees
	                     _________________

	Production (Sound, Lighting, Stage)
	                     _________________

	Equipment Hire
	                     _________________

	Technical Staff / Crew
	                     _________________

	Event Staffing (non-administrative)
	                     _________________

	Venue Costs (event-specific only)
	                     _________________

	Health & Safety (event-specific)
	                     _________________

	Transport / Logistics
	                     _________________

	Accessibility Measures
	                     _________________

	Programming / Workshop Costs
	                     _________________

	Other Eligible Costs (specify)
	                     _________________

	TOTAL EXPENDITURE (€)
	                     _________________



3. SUMMARY
	Category
	                                                      Amount (€)

	Total Income
	                                                     _________________

	Total Expenditure
	                                                     _________________

	Surplus / Deficit
	                                                     _________________



4. DECLARATION
· All figures provided are accurate and based on best available estimates. 
· Funding requested will be used solely for eligible event-related costs. 

8. Experience & Capacity
Please outline your organisation’s experience in delivering similar events/festivals (please outline a minimum of 2 similar projects delivered in the last 5 years):
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

9. Additional Information (if applicable)
___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

10. Declaration
I confirm that the information provided in this application is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge.
Name: ___________________________________________
Signature: ________________________________________
Date: ____________________________________________
Important Notes
· Funding will be paid on a staged-phased payment basis based on the criteria, as set out above. 
· Submission of an application does not guarantee funding.
· All applications will be assessed by an Independent Assessment Panel.
· Funding awards are made at the sole discretion of the Independent Assessment Panel.
· Any application submission must be accompanied by at least one image and a brief description of the festival/event (100-200 words) for marketing and communication purposes, if this is not provided then the submission cannot be assessed for funding.
· Canvassing will automatically disqualify applications.
· Application Form submissions for funding under each of the 3 Strands will be assessed using the following scoring criteria, with marks awarded out of a total value of 1,000 marks:
· Relevant Qualifications and Experience in delivering similar projects (300 marks).
· Method Statement, which should include how you will show your initiative in delivering something new and unseen previously (300 marks).
· Plan Schedule (300 marks).
· Total Cost – Value for Money (100 marks).
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