
  

  

  

  
  

  

Limerick City and County Council  

  

  

Planning Department  

  

  

Section 5 Application   

  

  

DECLARATION ON DEVELOPMENT AND EXEMPTED DEVELOPMENT   

   

     

Applicant’s Name:    Newcastle west Community Centre    

   

Applicant’s Address:                           Castle Demense,Newcastle West, 

   

Telephone No.     

  

Name of Agent (if any):   _________________________________________   

   

Address:         _________________________________________   

   

            _________________________________________   

         

            _________________________________________   

   

Telephone No.     ___________________   

   

  

  

Address for Correspondence:   Newcastle west community centre, Castle Demense, 

Newcastle West, Co. Limerick V42PN25 

   

Location of Proposed development (Please include EIRCODE):  

 Newcastle West Community Centre, Castle Demense, Newcastle west , Co Limerick , 

V42PN25 

   

 

 

 

   



Description of Proposed development:   

 

To upgrade the existing fire alarm system to modern standards the following is what is 

proposed. 

 

  1 × 50m fire beam detector •  3 × power supply units with battery backup •  20 × fire 

detectors with base plates (suitable for the environment) •  3 × sounder relay units •  

12 × flashing alarm indicator units •  4 × remote indicator units •  2 × surface-

mounted manual call points •  13 × steel protective cages for devices •  8 × door 

holder units linked to fire alarm system •  1 × disabled toilet alarm system 

   

ALSO TO BE INCLUDED – Upgrade to existing flooring  

 

Approx. 84m² safety vinyl flooring (Polyflor Polysafe Standard – Silver Birch 4020 

or equivalent) 

 Matching weld rod (Silver Birch or equivalent) 

 Vinyl adhesive (pressure sensitive) — approx. 50m² coverage per unit 

 Floor levelling compound (20kg units with latex additive) 

 Acrylic floor sealer 

 Vinyl skirting (100×20 grey or equivalent) — approx. 48m total 

 Contact adhesive for skirting 

 Feather finish screed for surface preparation 

Labour 

 Subfloor preparation and screeding (approx. 84m²) 

 Vinyl flooring installation (approx. 84m²) 

 Skirting installation (approx. 36m) 

 

 

Section of Exempted Development Regulations and/or section of the Act under which 

exemption is claimed:   

 

 Section 4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Article 

6, Schedule 2, Part 1 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as 

amended), relating to works which affect only the interior of a structure or do not 

materially affect the external appearance. 

 

Is this a Protected Structure or within the curtilage of a Protected Structure.   

NO   

   

Applicant’s interest in site:__________________________________________    

   

List of plans, drawings, etc. submitted with this application:   

   

A site location map is enclosed for identification of the subject property. No 

architectural plans, elevations or sections are required in support of this application. 

 

• Have any previous extensions/structures been erected at this location N/A 

 

If Yes please provide floor areas of all existing structures:   

   

_______________________________________________________________    



   

_______________________________________________________________    

   

_______________________________________________________________    

   

_______________________________________________________________    

   

 Signature of Applicant (or Agent)   

 

Sylvia Sheehy  

 

 

NOTES:   Application must be accompanied by:   

   

(a) Fee of €80   

(b) Site location map   

(c) Site layout plan   

(d) Dimensioned plans and elevations of the structure and any 

existing structures.   

(e) Where the declaration is in respect of a farm building, a layout 

identifying the use of each existing building together with floor 

area of each building.   

   

***************************************************************     

   

Application to be forwarded to:   

   

Planning Department,   

Limerick City & County Council,  

Dooradoyle,     

Limerick,   

V94 XF67  

  

Enquiries:  

Telephone: 061-556556  

E-Mail: planning@limerick.ie  

  

   

***************************************************************   















1no Smoke detector in men's toilet.
1no Smoke detector in women's toilet.
1no Smoke detector in d/s hallway.
1no Smoke detector in side hallway at bottom of stairs.
1no Smoke detector in main reception office.
1no Smoke detector in back stairwell of Youth Centre.
1no Smoke detector in landing upstairs.
1no Smoke detector in hallway upstairs outside kitchen.
1no Heat detector in upstairs kitchen.
5no 24v door holder units to be installed (2 downstairs & 3 upstairs).
1no Internal sounder strobe overhead fire panel.
1no External sounder strobe overhead front door.
3no Relay units to release internal doors and external front door in the event of a fire activation.
2no Fireray 5000 control units.
3no Fireray 5000 detector units c/w accessories.

In addition to the wired units to be installed we propose to install a beam detection system in the main sports
hall. This will consist of 2no control units and 3no smoke detector beams. We have also allowed for 5no door
holders to be installed as requested.

By others:
Hoist / platform access will be required for the sports hall at both ends of the building for approx 2days.
Electrical power supply will be required at approx 3 areas. This can be discussed closer to the project start
date.

Note:
This quote covers the front main building only and does not include the main playing hall area with high
ceiling.
Any quotation or prices supplied are valid for a maximum period of 30 days from the date of issue.
If cabling is found to be faulty or incorrect SEAKEL will charge accordingly for extra hours on site.

Sub Total: 8963.41€
VAT: 2061.59€
Total: €11025.00
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File Reference Number  EC-034-26  

Applicant  Newcastle West Community Centre 

Location  Newcastle West Community Centre, 

Castle Demense,  

Newcastle West, 

Co. Limerick 

  

1. Description of Site and Surroundings:  

The site is located at Castle Demense, Newcastle West, Co. Limerick. The building on site is 

a two storey detached building set back from the public road at the rear of a car parking area.  

 

2. Proposal:  

This is an application requesting a Section 5 Declaration on whether the following works are 

or are not development or are or not exempted development:  

 

Upgrading the existing fire alarm system to modern standards and upgrade of flooring.  

  

This Section 5 declaration includes the following:  

• Section 5 Declaration   

• Cover letter  

• Site location map  

• Details of the proposal  

  

3. Planning History:  

10/445 – Permission granted for the demolition of existing Youth Club structure and the 

construction of a new extension to adjoining existing building. 

 

05/183 – Permission granted for (a) construction of a single storey extension comprising 

dressing rooms & associated areas to rear of existing community centre building as presently 

constructed. (b) to modify & carry out alterations including change of use for existing front 

portion of community centre presently housing dressing rooms, shower rooms, class rooms & 

meeting areas to office & training space with meeting rooms & all associated areas, all with 

existing connection to public sewer & all public utility services with all associated site works 

  

 

 

 

 



4. Enforcement History  

None  

 

5. Relevant An Coimisiún Pleanála referrals  

None.  

  

6. Assessment   

Consideration as to whether a development constitutes exempted development or not is 

governed by Sections 4 and 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and 

Articles 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as 

amended).  

  

5.1  Is the proposal development?   

Section 2(1) in this Act, except where otherwise requires –   

 

‘works’ includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition, extension, 

alteration, repair or renewal.   

 

‘structure’ as any building, structure, excavation, or other thing constructed or made on, in or 

under any land, or part of a structure so defined, and –   

(a) Where the context so admits, includes the land on, in or under which the structure is 

situated.   

 

Section 3(1) defines ‘development’ as ‘the carrying out of any works on, in, over or under land 

or the making of any material change in the use of any structures or other land’.  The proposed 

development on site constitutes ‘works’ and ‘development’.  

 

5.2  Is the proposal exempted development?   

The proposed works are not specifically covered in any class in the regulations. The works as 

clearly set out in the application are for upgrading the existing fire alarm system to modern 

standards and upgrading of the flooring, all of which are stated as internal works and comply 

with the following:  

 

o No alterations materially affect the building’s external appearance.  

o No internal alteration amounts to a material change of use.  

o The building is not a protected structure or within an ACA, where exemption rules 

differ. 

I therefore consider, the internal works to comply with the exempted development provisions 

of Section 4(1)(h) and therefore is exempted development being works which do not materially 

affect the external appearance of the structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with 

the character of the structure or of neighbouring structures as the works are internal and do not 

materially affect the external appearance of the structure. 

4. (1) The following shall be exempted developments for the purposes of this Act –  

 

(h) development consisting of the carrying out of works for the maintenance, improvement or 

other alteration of any structure, being works which affect only the interior of the structure or 

which do not materially affect the external appearance of the structure so as to render the 

appearance inconsistent with the character of the structure or of neighbouring structures; 



 

6. Article 9 Restrictions  

No encroachments.   

  

7. Appropriate Assessment   

Having regard to the nature and scale of the proposed development and the absence of 

proximity or connectivity to a Natura 2000 European Site, no Appropriate Assessment issues 

arise and it is not considered that the proposed development would be likely to have a 

significant effect individually or in combination with other plans or projects, on a European 

Site. An appropriate assessment screening report and determination is attached to this report.   

  

8. Environmental Impact Assessment   

Having regard to the nature, size and location of the proposed development and to the criteria 

set out in Schedule 7 of the Regulations it has been concluded at preliminary examination that 

there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising from the proposed 

development. EIA, therefore, is not required.  

 

9. Conclusion/Recommendation   

 

The proposed internal fire safety works and upgrading of the floor detailed on file, are 

considered to be within the scope of Section 4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act (as 

amended) as the works are stated as to take place internally only.  

 

Regard has been had to – 

(a) Section 2, 3 and 4 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) 

(b) Section 4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act, 2024 (as amended). 

(c) The plans & particulars submitted with the application received on 27th day of February, 

2025. 

 

It is therefore considered that the said works are development and are exempted development 

under Section 4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act, 2024 (as amended). 

 

  

Executive Planner   

  

Jennifer Mc Nulty   Date:  

  

  

04/03/26  

   

   

 

 

 

 Senior Executive 

Planner  
 Barry Henn  Date:   

  



     

  

   

24/03/26  

 

 

  

   



APPENDIX 1   AA SCREENING EXAMINATION  

  

AA PN01 Screening Form  

  

STEP 1: Description of the project/proposal and local site characteristics:  

  
File Reference No:  EC-034-25  

Brief description of the project or plan:  Fire Safety Improvement Works to an existing 

community building 

Brief description of site characteristics:  Urban site   

Relevant prescribed bodies consulted:   

e.g. DHLGH (NPWS), EPA, OPW  

N/A  

e. Response to consultation:  N/A  

  

STEP 2: Identification of relevant Natura 2000 sites using Source-Pathway-Receptor 

model and compilation of information on Qualifying Interests and conservation 

objectives.  

  

European 

Site  

(code)  

List of Qualifying 

Interest/Special Conservation 

Interest 1  

Distance from 

proposed 

development 2 

(km)  

Connections  

(Source-

Pathway-

Receptors)  

Considered 

further in 

screening  

Y/N  

002165  Lower River Shannon SAC  

https://www.npws.ie/protected-

sites/sac/002165  

Circa 11km  None  None  

004077  River Shannon and River Fergus 

Estuaries SPA   

https://www.npws.ie/protected-

sites/spa/004077  

Circa 35km  None  None  

004161  Stack’s to Mullaghareirk 

Mountains, West Limerick Hills 

& Mount Easgle SPA  

https://www.npws.ie/protected-

sites/spa/004161  

Circa 15km  None  None   

  

STEP 3: Assessment of Likely Significant Effects  

a. Identify all potential direct and indirect impacts that may have an effect 

on the conservation objectives of a European site, taking into account the size and 

scale of the project under the following headings:  

Impacts:  Possible Significance of Impacts:   

(duration/Magnitude etc)  

Construction phase e.g  

• Vegetation clearance  

• Demolition  

• Surface water runoff from soil 

excavation/infill/landscaping 

(including borrow pits)  

• Dust, noise, vibration  

• Lighting disturbance  

None.  



• Impact on 

groundwater/dewatering  

• Storage of 

excavated/construction materials  

• Access to site  

• Pests  

Operation phase e.g.  

• Direct emission to air and 

water  

• Surface water runoff 

containing contaminant or 

sediment  

• Lighting disturbance  

• Noise/vibration  

• Changes to 

water/groundwater due to 

drainage or abstraction  

• Presence of people, vehicles 

and activities  

• Physical presence of 

structures (e.g collision risk)  

• Potential for accidents or 

incidents  

None.  

In-combination/Other  

  

N/A given the level of development in the area  

  

b. Describe any likely changes to the European site:  

Examples of the type of changes to give 

consideration to include:  

• Reduction or fragmentation 

of habitat area  

• Disturbance to QI species  

• Habitat or species 

fragmentation  

• Reduction or fragmentation 

in species density  

• Changes in key indicators of 

conservation status value (water 

or air quality etc)  

• Changes to areas of 

sensitivity or threats to QI  

• Interference with the key 

relationships that define the 

structure or ecological function 

of the site  

None.  

  

c. (Are ‘mitigation’ measures necessary to reach a conclusion that likely 

significant effects can be ruled out at screening?  

      



    ☐       Yes           ☒        No  

  

STEP 4: Screening Determination Statement  

The assessment of significance of effects:  

On the basis of the information on file, which is considered adequate to undertake a screening 

determination and having regard to:    

• the nature and scale of the proposed development on fully serviced lands,    

• the intervening land uses and distance from European sites,    

the lack of direct connections with regard to the Source-Pathway-Receptor model, it is 

concluded that the proposed development, individually or in-combination with other plans or 

projects, would not be likely to have a significant effect on the above listed European sites or 

any other European site, in view of the said sites’ conservation objectives. An appropriate 

assessment is not, therefore, required.   

Conclusion: This development is for the Fire Safety Improvement Works to an existing 

community building on a an urban site. Given that the site does not encroach on any SAC/SPA 

and the scale of the development, an AA is not required.   

  Tick as 

appropriate:  

Recommendation:  

  

i.It is clear that there is no 

likelihood of significant 

effects on a European 

Site  

  

☒  

The proposal can be screened out: 

Appropriate Assessment not required.   

  

ii.It is uncertain whether 

the proposal will have a 

significant effect on a 

European Site  

  

☐  

  

☐ Request further information to complete 

screening  

  

☐  Request NIS  

  

☐  Refuse planning permission  

  

  

iii.Significant effects are 

likely  

  

☐  

  

  

☐  Request NIS  

  

☐  Refuse planning permission  

  

Signature and Date of 

Recommending Officer:  

   

  

Jennifer Mc Nulty, Executive Planner  

04/03/26 

Signature and Date of the 

Decision Maker:   
  
____________________  

Barry Henn, Senior Executive Planner 

 24/03/26  
 

APPENDIX 2  EIA SCREENING EXAMINATION 





☐ Yes, Schedule 7A information/screening report has been   

submitted by the applicant 

 

☐ No, Schedule 7A information/screening report has not 

been submitted by the applicant 

Screening Determination required 

 

 

Preliminary Examination required 

Signature and Date of Recommending Officer:     

 

 

Jennifer Mc Nulty, Executive Planner  

04/03/26  
Signature and Date of the Decision Maker:   

  

 
____________________  

Barry Henn, Senior Executive Planner  

24/03/26 

 

 

 

  



APPENDIX 3  SITE INSPECTION  

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 










