
SUPERVALU 

TIDY TOWNS 

Debbie Bailey

National Tidy Towns Adjudicator

BSc Hons Hort, C. Dir



TURNING GOOD WORK INTO GOOD MARKS

The Tidy Towns Application: Do’s, Don’ts and Key Categories

Limerick County Council

Thursday 05th February 2026



CHECKLIST

Application Form

Map

Plan

SDG’s

If necessary, appendix of photos or other relevant documents 



The Application Form

Keep it simple and easy to follow

In some instances, bullet points are fine

A photo tells a thousand words

If possible, ask one or two people to proof read the form before 
submitting



The Map

 Ensure your map is clear, easy to read showing 
location of projects and clear legend.  A sketch and 
hand drawn map is fine.

 Remember your adjudicator may have never 
visited your village/town before.

 Co-ordinates are always helpful – it is surprising 
the number of counties that have more than one 
village with the same name!

 Please ensure all priority projects are uniquely 
referenced on your map and legend.

 Define the area to be judged if it differs from 
speed limits signs



The Plan

The plan should be built on a survey of the 
centre, (built environment, ACA’s 
(Architectural Conservation Areas), 
natural environment SPA’s (Special 
Protection Areas). 

It does not need to be prepared by a 
professional

It should identify objectives to an appropriate 
timescale

Indicate strategies to be employed i.e. 
availability and use of resources

Indicate what has been achieved to date

Include SDG’s met for each objective



Common pitfalls and 

Recommendations



Feedback on 
addressing 

problems/challenges
Irrelevant material Duplication

Lengthy submissions 
with numerous links

Cut and paste year on 
year

Don’t list a project as 
new if it was new last 

year and the year 
before

If it is an ongoing 
project with new  

developments, clearly 
note this



Community – Your Planning and 

Involvement

Desk adjudication – a first impression for the adjudicator

Shows inclusiveness, collaborations, awareness and breadth of community 
involvement

Remember to list all of your supporters

Structure, planning, resources and special considerations

Features, characteristics, history, facilities



Streetscape and Public Places

 Public and private buildings – including derelict sites and buildings

 Shopfronts and upper storeys

 Graveyards

 Public Places – streets, street furniture, paving, monuments, sculptures

 Overhead cables

 Signage

 Boundary Treatments































Derelict Sites

Central Locations 

• Contact owner 

• Contact CC 

• Screening 

• Signage 

• Guerrilla gardening (with permission)







Green Spaces & Landscaping

 Appropriate selection and siting of trees, hedges, shrubs and flowers for year 

round effect

 Maintenance of trees

 Incorporation of native and pollinator friendly plants

 Location, design and maintenance of planted areas

 Planning, design and management of green spaces

 Presentation of landscaping at entrances to village/town



Note…

 Acceptance of less formal landscaping & integration of pollinator-friendly 

plants into schemes

 Plant Torture - do not butcher or shape plants into cubes or rectangles unless 

they are suited to topiary e.g. Box and Yew 

 Try to use the correct plant that does not require severe pruning 

 Think of flower and natural shape/habit







































Nature & Biodiversity

 Knowing and Understanding Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality 

 Habitats and Species in your Locality 

 Actions for Nature and Biodiversity 

 Awareness



Remember…

 Use of acetic acid and salt as an 'alternative' 
weedkiller is a no-no

 Use of tyres as planters- leaching of toxic 
substances from the tyres can contaminate soil 
and leach into water courses

 Lack of care of trees once planted, especially 
ties and stakes and formative pruning

 Overuse of aggregate without sufficient 
stabiliser

 Lack of understanding of the creation of 
wildflower meadows
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Some suggested 
projects and supports

Water monitoring with children & sampling sites regularly. 

Water testing in river catchments - Availing of Local Authority Water 
Programme https://lawaters.ie/citizen-science/ 

Getting involved with River Trusts. 

NPWS Grants for Small Recording Projects for Communities. 

Monitoring success rate of Bird Boxes 

Making use of the various organisations providing trees either for free or 
at a reduced cost to groups 

Use collaborative approaches. 

Trees on the Land. www.treesontheland.com weeds Easy Treesie. 
www.easytreesie.com 

Pocket Forests. www.pocketforests.ie 

ReForest Nation. Food Tree. www.foodtree.ie DC for Bees.

Edible perennial food crops. 
https://www.hostinireland.com/orchardsinthecommunity back orchards



Tidiness and Litter Control

❑ Lack of physical and visual clutter 

❑ Presentation of signage 

❑ Absence of inappropriate advertisement hoardings 

❑ Redundant and useless poles, prevalence of graffiti and flyposting 

❑ Presence of unsightly overhead wires 

❑ Traffic management and parking arrangements 

❑ General weed and plant management 

❑ Treatment of vacant buildings; derelict / undeveloped sites; management of 

graveyards.

❑ Presentation of street furniture



















Residential Streets & Housing Areas

 The presentation and appearance of:

 Private dwellings including their roadside boundary walls, fences and private 

open spaces 

 Communal open spaces - their maintenance, presentation, function and 

universal accessibility 

 Landscaping 

 Estate signage and entrances

 Links to town centre and facilities





















Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

 The presentation and appearance of: 

 Approach roads, including roadside verges and boundary treatments 

 Town / Village streets and connecting roads 

 Roundabouts within the 60 kmph zone 

 Laneways, back areas and bridges 

 Cycle lanes 

 Pedestrian connections and inclusive access 



Observations

• Nice where TT work with landowners and farmers 
on management of hedges etc on approach roads 

• Metal sculptures/ art projects on approach 
roads 

• Grass strips between road and pavement allow 
to have flowers eg ox-eye daisies 

Often planting can be damaged by road salt 



















Beyond the Litter Pick: 

Sustainability & Waste Reduction 
in Tidy Towns



Sustainability is a key component in all 

Tidy Towns categories

Community Involvement

Green Spaces

Streetscapes

Biodiversity

Litter Control

Approach Roads & Streets

Residential



The Sustainable 
Development 

Goals 



Sustainable Development Goals





SDG Example

(Ref: Shannon Tidy Towns)

 Our National Spring Clean has become a real community 
occasion. By removing litter from the local environment, we are 
supporting marine life in the Estuary (SDG 14) and wildlife (SDG 
15). 

 We communicate the event using Facebook and a poster in the 
town centre to engage with the wider community (SDG 11 - 
Sustainable Cities & Communities). 

 We approached local businesses to support us with post-litter-
pick refreshments and asked the Council biodiversity officer to 
share the information (SDG 17 - Partnership for the Goals).

 This year we’ve involved with the National & Secondary Schools 

where they’ve accepted our invitation to participate in the 

National Spring Clean during school hours. 

 We hope that participating in this activity builds the students 

skills as active citizens (SDG 4.7).



The Circular 

Economy



Where to 

start - Waste 

Liaise with waste collectors and gather some facts 
and figures

Aim to reduce waste over a period of time

Raise awareness, encourage the community, set a 
goal, incentify

Monitor the figures

Inform the community of improvements (or 
otherwise)

Praise the wins and the winners



PLASTIC REDUCTION

1. Ban Single-Use Plastics: Advocate for a ban on single-use plastics like straws, cutlery, and plates. 
Encourage local businesses to switch to eco-friendly alternatives.

2. Set Up Water Stations: Install water refill stations to reduce the need for bottled water. Encourage 
people to carry reusable water bottles.

3. Organize Plastic-Free Challenges: Host monthly challenges where community members try to go 
plastic-free for a week or a month. Share tips and support each other.

4. Educate and Raise Awareness: Conduct workshops and campaigns to educate people about the 
environmental impact of plastic and how to reduce its use.

5. Support Local Zero-Waste Stores: Promote and support stores that offer products with minimal or 
no plastic packaging.

6. Encourage Bulk Buying: Encourage buying in bulk to reduce packaging waste. Set up a community 
bulk-buying group to make it easier and more affordable.

7. Raise Awareness: Micro plastics are everywhere.   Start a campaign to reduce them.   Swop plastic 
chopping boards for wooden ones. Encourage use of tea leaves instead of tea bags or at least use 
tea bags without plastics …….



Practical Tips for everyone

Adjust your 
thermostat with 

a smart 
thermostat

Use energy-
efficient 

appliances

Turn off lights 
when not in use

Unplug devices 
when they’re 

not being used

Seal windows 
and doors

Use LED light 
bulbs

Wash clothes in 
cold water

Limit the use of 
hot water

Use public 
transportation

Practice mindful 
cooking

Install solar 
panels for 
renewable 

energy

Use power 
strips

Maintain your 
heating and 

cooling systems

Insulate your 
home

Educate others 
on energy 

conservation



Where are the 

points?

✓ Innovation

✓ Evidence of awareness raising – surveys, 

workshops, demonstrations

✓ Set targets, measure, inform

✓ Engagement with businesses and industry 

✓ Involvement with local schools and colleges

✓ Quantify, quantify, quantify



Circular Cups for 
Community 

Events in the 
Southern Region









Networking for support 

Use all local contacts

Talk to your Environmental Awareness Officer

Research campaigns

Piggyback on existing campaigns

Brainstorm



Some campaigns…



Imitation is the greatest form of flattery



Thank You
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