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Meitheal Summer School 2026 
OPEN CALL FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

CLOSING DATE: 12noon, Wednesday 8th April 2026

Limerick Arts Office, Limerick City and County Council, is offering one bursary to attend Meitheal Summer School. The bursary will cover 5 days residential stay, meals and tuition (lectures, workshops etc.), to the value of the Meitheal fee of €820. The purpose of these bursaries are to support professional development.

Meitheal Summer School allows students the opportunity to train with leading professionals during a residential summer course. During the week, students also attend concerts given by tutors and other artistes and various workshops and presentations finishing with a Finale Concert. All meals are supplied on campus. Students live and breathe music for a week under expert guidance.
Open to young Musicians, aged 13 or over on Jan 1st 2026.

Meitheal 2026 will be held in Villiers School, Limerick (July 20th to 24th) and also in St. Flannan’s, Ennis (July 21st to 25th). 
For further details on the Meitheal Summer School 2026 programme, please see: https://tradweek.com/

1. Eligibility 
· The Award will only be offered to applicants who have applied through Meitheal and who have been accepted to participate on the Meitheal programme.
· Applicants must be resident in the Limerick City and County Council administrative area and be able to demonstrate this, and must not be in receipt of a bursary towards this event from any other Local Authority. 
· Applicants must be aged 13 or over on Jan 1st 2026.
· Applicants under the age of 18 years must ensure a parent/guardian signs the application.
· Awards will only be offered to applicants who have achieved intermediate proficiency in their chosen instrument/s. 

2. Assessment
This is a competitive scheme. Successful applicants will receive in writing a Letter of Offer, which will outline the specific terms of the grant offer. Unsuccessful applications will receive notice of the outcome of their application. Grant aid is awarded according to the Limerick Cultural Strategy: A Framework 2016-2030 and The Arts Council Making Great Art Work: Strategy 2016-2025.


3. Criteria for assessment and marking scheme

Applications are assessed in a competitive context. All applications are assessed against criteria of:

	Criteria
	Marks
	Basis for assessment

	Applicants track record, relevant experience and potential 
	40
	Supporting Material

	Demonstrable need

	60
	Application form:
Expression of Interest Form, Section 2

	Total
	100
	




What supporting materials must you submit with your application?
Please submit a sound file of yourself playing a reel on your primary instrument.

For sound files, include links to online content only, in a word document. Please remember to include passwords for password protected content.

SECTION 1: CONTACT DETAILS AND PROPOSAL OVERVIEW
	Name of the Applicant
	

	Name and address of contact person for correspondence

	

	e-mail 
	

	Phone
	

	Track Record * Please include any relevant experience here
	



PLEASE NOTE: MUSICAL PRACTICE, DEVELOPMENT AND EXPERIENCE WILL BE ASSESSED AS PART OF MEITHEAL’S OWN APPLICATION PROCESS

SECTION 2: DEMONSTRABLE NEED, INCLUDING FINANCIAL, CREATIVE, OR PROFESSIONAL NEED
This is your opportunity to make a case for the bursary award (Maximum 200 words)





























SECTION 3: DECLARATION – to be completed and signed by all applicants.

I have read and understood the Expression of Interest information for the Blas International Summer School for Traditional Irish Music and Dance Bursary Award 2026.

I understand that this is a competitive process and agree to adhere to the criteria, terms and conditions.

If successful, I understand that I must return a post event report form when Blas is complete. 

I certify that all the information provided for the purpose of this application, and all information given in any documentation submitted in support of the application is truthful and accurate. 

Signed by applicant: _______________________________ (electronic signatures accepted)
Name in Block Capitals: 				Date: 

Signed by Parent/Guardian of applicant if under 18 years: _______________________________ (electronic signatures accepted)
Name in Block Capitals:				Date: 



SECTION 4: SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION

Applications are accepted by e-mail. Return completed applications by email to:
artsofficesubmissions@limerick.ie  	
Please include the following reference in the e-mail subject line: BURS26Meith Applicant’s Name
CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS: 12noon, Wednesday 8th April 2026
Limerick Arts Office phone number: 061 556370 (line open Mon – Fri, 9am-5pm).

YOUR APPLICATION WILL BE INVALID IF YOU DO NOT:
· Submit a fully completed application form;
· Submit all requested documentation with your application form;
· Submit your application by the deadline of 12noon, Wednesday 8th April 2026



Appendix 1. 

Terms and Conditions of the Award
· Applicants must already be enrolled for Meitheal Summer School 2026.
· This is a residential bursary; all travel needs are the responsibility of the successful applicant
· The bursary will be paid directly to Meitheal Summer School. If the successful applicant has already paid the fees, Meitheal will refund the same upon notification.
· Successful candidates will be asked to provide a written report to the Limerick Arts Office on completion of the project.

Appendix 2

1. Freedom of Information Statement: 
Limerick City and County Council is covered by Freedom of Information Act 2014, which provides members of the public with the rights to access information held by public bodies to the greatest extent possible, consistent with the public interest and right to privacy. This means that details contained in applications and supporting documents may, on request, be released to third parties.
2. Privacy (General Data Protection Regulation G.D.P.R.)
Any personal information you give us will be processed, stored and managed in strict accordance with General Data Protection Regulations. 
The purpose for processing your data is to process your application for Meitheal Summer School in line with the criteria of this award. The information you provide will be assessed by an Assessment Panel. Your information will be retained in accordance with Limerick City and Council’s General Data Protection Policy and Limerick City and County Council’s implementation of the National Retention Policy. If you do not furnish the personal data requested, Limerick City and County Council will not be able to process your application.

You have the following rights, in certain circumstances and subject to applicable exemptions, in relation to your personal data:
· the right to access the personal data that we hold about you, together with other information about our processing of that personal data
· the right to require us to rectify any inaccuracies in your personal data
· the right to require us to erasure your personal data
· the right to request that we no longer process your personal data for particular purposes
· the right to object to our use of your personal data or the way in which we process it

Please note that to help protect your privacy; we take steps to verify your identity before granting access to personal data.

If you would like to exercise any of these rights, please submit a request to our Data Protection Officer outlining the specific details of the request:  Email: dataprotectionofficer@limerick.ie   All valid requests will be processed without undue delay and in any event within one month of receipt of the request.  This period may be extended by up to two further months where necessary.
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