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Report on application under Section 5 of the Planning and Development Act 

2000 (as amended) 

 

File Reference number EC-014-26 

Applicant Broadford United AFC 

Location  Cove Park 
Coolaleen 
Broadford 
Co. Limerick 
V42 AH98 

 

 

Description of Site and Surroundings: 

 

The site is located in the townland of Coolaleen in the Level 5 small village of Broadford. The 

site itself is abounded by mostly agricultural land uses, with a farmyard complex to the north 

of the site and adjacent single-storey bungalows along the eastern access road, with 

residential properties on the R-515 regional road situated to the south of the site boundary. 

The village of Broadford offers a range of community and sporting amenities. This includes 

the club house, football pitches, storage sheds and parking areas of Broadford United AFC 

who are the applicants of this Section 5 Declaration application.  

 

 

Proposal: 

 

This is an application requesting a Section 5 Declaration on whether the following works are 

or are not development or are or are not exempted development:  

• Broadford United AFC are proposing the construction of two steel pitch-side 

substitute shelters, on the western sideline of the northernmost football pitch 

 

 

This Section 5 declaration includes the following: 

• Application form 

• Site location 

• Elevations  

• Floor plans 

  
 

Planning History: 

 

18/981 – Conditional Permission – Construction of 6 no. 18m high flood lights to perimeter 

of existing playing pitch and carry out all associated site works. 

 

05/729 – Conditional Permission - Construction of 2 new football pitches, new club house, 

storage sheds, parking area, entrance, flood lights, septic tank, percolation area and 

associated site works. 

 

Adjacent: 
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07/3057 – Conditional Permission – Construction of a bungalow, entrance, proprietary 

wastewater treatment system and polish filter and all associated site works.  

 

 

Enforcement History: 

 

No enforcement history found for the site. 
 

  
Relevant An Coimisiún Pleanála referrals: 
 

No relevant An Coimisiún Pleanála referrals found for the site. 

  

Assessment: 

 

Consideration as to whether a development constitutes exempted development or not is 

governed by Sections 4 and 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and 

Articles 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as 

amended). 
 

 

Is the proposal development? 

 

Section 2(1) in this Act, except where otherwise requires –  
‘works’ includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition, extension, 

alteration, repair or renewal.  
‘structure’ as any building, structure, excavation, or other thing constructed or made on, in or 

under any land, or part of a structure so defined, and –  
(a) Where the context so admits, includes the land on, in or under which the structure is 

situated.  
Section 3(1) defines ‘development’ as ‘the carrying out of any works on, in, over or under 

land or the making of any material change in the use of any structures or other land’. 
 

The proposal, comprising the construction of two substitute shelter structures, 

constitutes ‘works’ and ‘development’.   
 

 

Is the proposal exempted development? 

 

Whilst the proposed development size and nature would have a limited effect on its 

surroundings and would not likely offend against principles of proper planning and 

sustainable development, the construction of two sheltered structures for purposes incidental 

to the enjoyment of a sporting amenity does not have a corresponding exempted 

development class which the proposal can be assessed against.  

 

Class 33, of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as 

amended), covers development for amenity or recreational purposes. However, in relation to 

the site proposal, this only concerns development consisting of the laying out and use of 

land for athletics or sports, where no charge is made for admission of the public to the land. 
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The regulations do not specifically mention the development of structures ancillary to the use 

of land for athletics or sports as exempted development.  

 

Due to the absence of legislation and/or a exempted development class for which to assess 

the site proposal, a declaration of exemption cannot be made. 

 

 

Article 9 Restrictions 

 

The proposed development is not restricted by any of the restrictions in Article 9 of the 

Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended).  

 

Appropriate Assessment 

 

Having regard to the nature and scale of the proposed development and the absence of 

proximity or connectivity to a Natura 2000 European Site, no Appropriate Assessment issues 

arise and it is not considered that the proposed development would be likely to have a 

significant effect individually or in combination with other plans or projects, on a European 

Site. An appropriate assessment screening report and determination is attached to this 

report.  

  

Environmental Impact Assessment 

 

Having regard to the nature, size and location of the proposed development and to the 

criteria set out in Schedule 7 of the Regulations it has been concluded at preliminary 

examination that there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising 

from the proposed development. EIA, therefore, is not required. 
 

Conclusion/Recommendation 

 
The nature of the site development proposal is not covered by legislation or regulation 

concerning exempted development. 

  
Regard has been had to – 
(a) Section 2, 3 and 4 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) 
(b) Article 6, 9 & Class 33 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development 

Regulations 2001 (as amended)  
(c) The plans & particulars submitted with the application received on 27/01/2026.   

  
It is therefore considered that the said works are development but not exempted development 

under the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), and the Planning and 

Development Regulations 2001 (as amended). 

  

Graduate Planner  

 
 

 Isaac Cunningham Date: 29/01/2026 
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29/01/2026 

Signature and Date of the Decision Maker: 

 

19/02/2026 

 

_______________   
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29/01/2026 
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