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File Reference number EC-245-25 

Applicant Clonshire Equestrian Centre 

Location Clonshire Beg, Adare, Co. Limerick 

      

1.0 Description of Site and Surroundings: 

The subject site is located in a rural area and comprises an existing equestrian centre 

including large agricultural structures and an open sand arena. The site is located off a 

local road less than 2km north of the N21. The Adare bypass is currently under 

construction to the north of the site.  

 

2.0 Proposal: 

This is an application requesting a Section 5 Declaration on whether the following works 

are or are not development or are or not exempted development: 

• Re-location existing facilities, the show jump arena and load area, due to road 

construction.  

This Section 5 declaration includes the following: 

• Site Location map 

• Site Layout Map 

• Plans and Section 

 

3.0 Planning History: 

Section 5 – EC-081-25 – The Planning Authority concluded that the installation of a timber 

gazebo and the creation of access and egress passage to and from the existing sand arena 

to an adjacent field at Clonshire Beg, Adare, Co. Limerick, V94 Y6X8  DOES come within the 

scope of exempted development as defined under Class 9 of Part 3 of Schedule 2 of the 

Planning and Development Regulations 2001 as amended and Section 4(a) of the Planning 

and Development Act, 2000, as amended.  

 

19/561 – Granted - Permission for the construction of an extension to the existing equestrian 

buildings in the form of an open, roofed area for parking of machinery. 

 

07/547 – Granted – Permission for construction of stables, haybarn, dungstead and oiled 

water storage tank, enclosed lunging area, conversion of existing haybarn to stables and all 

ancillary site works. 

 
Report on application under Section 5 of the Planning and Development 

Act 2000 (as amended) 
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94/314 – Granted - Permission for the construction of barn/machinery shed and stables.  

 

92/1115 – Granted – Permission for the erection of equestrian centre. 

 

3.1 Enforcement History 

None 

4.0 Relevant An Bord Pleanála referrals 

None 

5.0 Assessment  

Consideration as to whether a development constitutes exempted development or not is 

governed by Sections 4 and 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) 

and Articles 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 

(as amended). 

 

6.1 Is the proposal development?  

Section 2(1) in this Act, except where otherwise requires –  

‘works’ includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition, extension, 

alteration, repair or renewal.  

‘structure’ as any building, structure, excavation, or other thing constructed or made on, in or 

under any land, or part of a structure so defined, and –  

(a) Where the context so admits, includes the land on, in or under which the structure is 

situated.  

Section 3(1) defines ‘development’ as ‘the carrying out of any works on, in, over or under 

land or the making of any material change in the use of any structures or other land’.  

The proposed development on site, comprising the re-location of existing facilities constitutes 

‘works’ and ‘development’. 

6.2 Is the proposal exempted development?  

The applicant has not indicated the part of the act or planning regulations under which the 

proposal is considered exempt. The proposal entails relocation of an existing outdoor arena 

on site and 96 space carpark. The arena to be re-located has an area of c.4,250. I would 

consider the change is a material change given the scale of the area and the works that would 

be required to facilitate the same. Furthermore, the carpark noted on the application does not 

have the benefit of planning permission and would constitute substantial works that do not 

come within the scope of Section 4 of the Planning and Development Act. Having regard to 

the scale of works proposed and considering the restrictions under Article 9 of the Planning 

and Development Regulations as set out in more detail below, the proposal does not fall into 

a class of exemption as set out under the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001. 

 

6.0 Article 9 Restrictions 

Article 9(1) states that development to which article 6 relates shall not be exempted 

development for the purposes of the Act— (a) if the carrying out of such development would— 

(iii) endanger public safety by reason of traffic hazard or obstruction of road users. Having 
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regard to the 96-space carpark included in the drawings, which does not have the benefit of 

planning permission, and considering the siting of the development off a local road with a link 

less than 2km south to the N21 road, it is considered that the development would contravene 

this particular item under article 9 given the potential traffic implications associated with the 

proposal.  

 

Furthermore, having regard to the AA Screening undertaken and the hydrological link to the 

nearby Lower River Shannon SAC and River Shannon and River Fergus Estuaries SPA (Site 

Code: 004077) and the drainage details proposed, the development would be at variance with 

item (viiB) of Article 9 which states - comprise development in relation to which a planning 

authority or An Bord Pleanála is the competent authority in relation to appropriate assessment 

and the development would require an appropriate assessment because it would be likely to 

have a significant effect on the integrity of a European site. This is addressed in more detail 

below.  

7.0 Appropriate Assessment  

Having regard to the nature and scale of the proposed development and hydrological 

connection to the Lower River Shannon SAC (Site code: 002165) and River Shannon and 

River Fergus Estuaries SPA (Site Code: 004077), and in the absence of an AA screening, it 

cannot be determined whether the proposed development would be likely to have a significant 

effect individually or in combination with other plans or projects, on a European Site.   

 

8.0 Environmental Impact Assessment  

Having regard to the nature, size and location of the proposed development and to the criteria 

set out in Schedule 7 of the Regulations it has been concluded at preliminary examination that 

there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising from the proposed 

development. EIA, therefore, is not required. 

9.0 Conclusion/Recommendation  

The proposal comprising the re-location of existing facilities detailed on the application and 

plans submitted does not come within the scope of Section 4 of the Planning and Development 

Act, 2000. Furthermore, the works would not be exempted development under Article 9 1 (iii) 

and Article 9 1 (viiB) of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001, as amended.  

 

Regard has been had to – 

(a) Section 2, 3 and 4 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) 

(b) Article 6(1) and Article 9(1) of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001, as 

amended.  

(c) The plans & particulars submitted with the application received on 5th December 2025.   

 

It is therefore considered that the said works are development and not exempted development 

under Section 4 of the Planning and Development Act and Article 9 1 (iii) and Article 9 1 (viiB) 

of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001, as amended.  

 

Assistant Planner  

 

Eithne O’Brien Date:  

Signature: 

 

 

18/12/2025 
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A/Senior Executive 

Planner 

 

Jennifer Collins Date:  

Signature 

 
 

19/12/2025 
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On the basis of the information submitted, it is considered that further information is 

required to complete screening exercise.  

Conclusion: Further information required.  

 

 Tick as appropriate: Recommendation: 

 

(i) It is clear that there is no 
likelihood of significant 
effects on a European 
Site 

 

☐ 

The proposal can be 

screened out: Appropriate 

Assessment not required.  

 

(ii) It is uncertain whether 
the proposal will have a 
significant effect on a 
European Site 

 

☒ 

 

  ☒ Request further 

information to complete 

screening 

 

  ☐   Request NIS 

 

  ☐   Refuse planning 

permission 

 

 

(iii) Significant effects are 
likely 

 

 ☐ 

 

  ☐   Request NIS 

 

  ☐   Refuse planning 

permission 

 

Signature and Date of 

Recommending Officer: 

 
______________         
Eithne O’Brien, Assistant Planner 
18/12/2025 

Signature and Date of the 

Decision Maker:  
 

Jennifer Collins, A/Senior Executive Planner  
19/12/2025   
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Signature and Date of 
Recommending Officer:  

 
______________         
Eithne O’Brien, Assistant Planner 
18/12/2025 

Signature and Date of the 
Decision Maker:   

 
Jennifer Collins, A/Senior Executive Planner  
19/12/2025   

 










