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05770270 – Permission granted for the redevelopment of No's 31 and 32 Upper William 

Street, Limerick, incorporating revisions to internal layouts of ground, first and second 

floors; including extension to rear of building at first and second floors and alterations to 

front facade including installation of granite panels and roller shutters. 

 

 

3.1 Enforcement History 

n/a 

 

4.0 Assessment  

Consideration as to whether a development constitutes exempted development or not is 

governed by Sections 4 and 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) 

and Articles 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 

(as amended). 

 

5.1 Is the proposal development?  

Section 2(1) in this Act, except where otherwise requires –  

‘works’ includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition, extension, 

alteration, repair or renewal.  

‘structure’ as any building, structure, excavation, or other thing constructed or made on, 

in or under any land, or part of a structure so defined, and –  

(a) Where the context so admits, includes the land on, in or under which the structure is 

situated.  

Section 3(1) defines ‘development’ as ‘the carrying out of any works on, in, over or under 

land or the making of any material change in the use of any structures or other land’.  

 

The proposal does constitute ‘development’ as it involves the making of a material change 

in the use of the structure. 

 

5.2 Is the proposal exempted development?  

As per Article 10(1) (Change of Use) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 

(as amended): 

 

Development which consists of a change of use within any one of the classes of use 

specified in Part 4 of Schedule 2, shall be exempted development for the purposes of the 

Act, provided that the development, if carried out would not—  

(a) involve the carrying out of any works other than works which are exempted 

development,  

(b) contravene a condition attached to a permission under the Act,  

(c) be inconsistent with any use specified or included in such a permission, or  

(d) be a development where the existing use is an unauthorised use, save where such 

change of use consists of the resumption of a use which is not unauthorised and which 

has not been abandoned. 
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Existing use: Educational Use (Planning Ref. 08/770312) 

 

Proposed Use: Community based intervention/counselling service with ancillary 

childcare services to support mothers.  

 

The applicant considers the proposed use would fall under Class 2(c) of Part 4 of Schedule 

2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) - 

“any other services (including use as a betting office), where the services 

provided principally to visiting members of the public” 

 

 

The existing Educational Use does not fall into Class 2, it is not a financial service, 

professional service or any other service provided principally to visiting members of the 

public.  

 

The proposed use ‘Community based intervention/counselling service with ancillary 

childcare services to support mothers’, consists of a counselling service and childcare 

service which is considered to fall within Class 8. 

 

Therefore, the proposed development does NOT consist of a change of use within any one 

of the classes of use specified in Part 4 of Schedule 2 and therefore is NOT exempted 

development. 

 

5.0 Article 9 Restrictions 

The proposed development is not restricted by any of the restrictions in Article 9 of the 

Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended).  

 

6.0 Appropriate Assessment  

Having regard to the nature and scale of the proposed development and the absence of 

proximity or connectivity to a Natura 2000 European Site, no Appropriate Assessment issues 

arise and it is not considered that the proposed development would be likely to have a 

significant effect individually or in combination with other plans or projects, on a European 

Site. An appropriate assessment screening report and determination is attached to this report.  

 

7.0 Environmental Impact Assessment  

Having regard to the nature, size and location of the proposed development and to the criteria 

set out in Schedule 7 of the Regulations it has been concluded at preliminary examination that 

there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising from the proposed 

development. EIA, therefore, is not required. 

 

8.0 Conclusion/Recommendation  

There is no provision for exemption within any of the Classes as set out in Part 4 of 

Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 for a change of use from 
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Appendix 3: Site visit  

 

 
 

 










