

































































































































































































































































Report on application under Section 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as
amended)

Reference no. EC/204/25

Name and Address of Applicant: Mary Immaculate College
South Circular Road
Limerick

Agent: Quinn Architects
12 Barrington Street
Limerick

Location: Mary Immaculate College Campus
South Circular Road
Limerick

Description of Site and Surroundings:
The subject site is located along South Circular Road to the west, Summerville Avenue to the north and
Ashbourne Avenue to the south.

Zoning:
Education and Community Facilities

Proposal:
This is an application requesting a Section 5 Declaration on whether the following works are or are not
development or are or are not exempted development:

e Maintenance and repair to existing pitched slated roof over the Foundation Building. Repair and
maintenance works to existing cast iron gutters and downpipes will also be required.

This Section 5 declaration includes the following:

o Cover Letter

e Method Statement

e Roof Survey

e Bat Survey and Report
e Site location map

e Elevation drawings

e Floor Plans

e Photographs

| note that a bat activity survey was carried out on September 11t 2025 which notes the buildings low
bat roost potential following internal and external inspection. The proposal includes for bat boxes and
swift nest boxes to deliver net ecological gain for the site which is welcomed by the Planning Authority.
The survey revealed the presence of two bat species with a total of 13 bat passes during the 2.5hr
survey period. The assessment of the building itself confirmed low bat roost potential due to sealed
concrete eaves, absence of soffit boxes or crevice features and lack of evident of bat use in the attic
hatches/spaces. No bats were observed emerging from the building during the survey and static
detectors in the attic spaces recorded no internal bat activity. The bat survey has been reviewed by the
Council Ecologist who notes that the date of the survey falls outside the optimal survey period however
given the generally mild weather conditions experienced throughout September 2025, it is considered
that bat roosting activity would still have been detectable in the area should they have been present.
The conclusions of the survey are considered acceptable despite the late timing of the survey. The



inclusion of swift bricks or similar swift nesting boxes and a bat box as indicated in the bat report are to
be incorporated into the proposal.

Planning History:

23/60965: Mary Immaculate College granted conditional permission for development on this c. 0.79 ha
site, on lands at the library and educational complex, within the Mary Immaculate College Campus,
South Circular Road, Limerick, V94 4D85. The proposed development is within the curtilage of a
number of protected structures (including RPS Refs. 3364, 3365, 3366, 3367, 3368, 3369.) The
development will consist of the redevelopment of the existing library and educational complex building
with a new 4 no. storey library and learning and resources centre (4,955 sgqm) over a 1 no. storey
basement and all associated teaching and pupil facilities. The development includes the substantial
demolition of the existing library and educational complex building (c. 2,559 sgm of the existing building
to be demolished with the c. 309 sgm lecture theatre to be integrated into the new complex).  The
development will also include the provision of a refurbished public plaza to the south-west of the
proposed library; tree removal and replacement; hard and soft landscaping; piped infrastructure and
ducting; ancillary ramps and stairs; bollards; reorganisation and enhancement of existing parking
facilities; ESB substation; PV panels; changes in level; SuDS features; public lighting; CCTV; plant;
signage; and all ancillary site development and excavation works above and below ground. Decision
was appealed to An Comisium Pleanala who upheld the decision by LCCC.

Pl. Ref 16/792 ABP 91.248423 — Mary Immaculate College - GRANTED Permission for the construction
of a proposed four storey library/learning resources centre and basement (with ancillary third level uses)
providing a gross floor area of 4,955m2. The application includes the phased demolition of the existing
library including the removal of 17 no. trees, a proposed new paved plaza to the south-west of the new
library building and associated landscape works including planting of new trees to replace trees
removed, proposed public lighting and associated site works. These works are within the curtilage of a
Protected Structure

Pl. Ref 20/531 ABP 308625-20- Mary Immaculate College was GRANTED Permission for the
conversion of existing outbuilding to two bed apartment associated with existing Student Residential
Accommodation, minor alterations to elevations and all associated site works

Pl. Ref 20/126 — Mary Immaculate College GRANTED Conditional Permission for change of use of the
Chapel from place of worship to education use and physical alterations including refurbishment of the
interior of the Chapel comprising repairs to building fabric, new floor coverings, new kitchenette/servery
in room to rear of Chapel, new partition and internal door to the ground floor corridor of the John Henry
Newman Building, demolition of existing PVC link to the rear of the building and construction of a new
extension to provide accessible building entrance and means of escape, installation of new services
(mainly new lighting and replacement radiators), alterations to existing hard and soft site landscaping,
additional site lighting and all associated. The proposed works will be carried out to Protected Structures
RPS373 & RPS421 and located in an Architectural Conservation Area

Pl. Ref 19/350 — Mary Immaculate College GRANTED Conditional Permission for
the erection of new signage on the front boundary wall adjacent to the main entrance from O'Connell
Avenue and all ancillary site works. The proposed works are within the curtilage of a Protected Structure
and in an Architectural Conservation Area

Pl. Ref 16/182 — Mary Immaculate College GRANTED Conditional Permission for alterations to the
internal layout on the Third Floor of the building including demolition of existing partition walls, new
structural openings, erection of new partitions, fire upgrade works, alterations to building services and
all ancillary works related to the proposed new layout (the building is a protected structure and the site
is in an Architectural Conservation Area)

Enforcement History
None



Assessment

Consideration as to whether a development constitutes exempted development or not is governed by
Sections 4 and 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Articles 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,
10 and 11 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended).

Is the proposal development?

Section 2(1) in this Act, except where otherwise requires —

‘works’ includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition, extension, alteration,
repair or renewal.

‘structure’ as any building, structure, excavation, or other thing constructed or made on, in or under
any land, or part of a structure so defined, and —

(a) Where the context so admits, includes the land on, in or under which the structure is situated.

Section 3(1) defines ‘development’ as ‘the carrying out of any works on, in, over or under land or the
making of any material change in the use of any structures or other land’.

The proposed repair works to the existing roof, gutters and downpipes of the Foundation building
constitutes ‘works’ and ‘development’.

Is the proposal exempted development?

Article 6(1) of the Planning and Development Regulations states that Subject to article 9, development
of a class specified in column 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 shall be exempted development for the purposes
of the Act, provided that such development complies with the conditions and limitations specified in
column 2 of the said Part 1 opposite the mention of that class in the said column 1.The works proposed
do not fall within any class of exempted development as indicated in Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the
Planning and Development Regulations. Therefore the application will be assessed again Section
4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act and Article 9 Restrictions of the Planning and
Development Regulations (as amended).

Section 4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act (as amended) notes that development consisting
of the carrying out of works for the maintenance, improvement or other alteration of any structure, being
works which affect only the interior of the structure or which do not materially affect the external
appearance of the structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with the character of the
structure or of neighbouring structures.

The proposed works consist of the maintenance and repair works to the existing natural slated roof of
the Foundation building within the Mary Immaculate College Campus. The building is a protected
structure (RPS 365). The works involve the removal of existing roof lates, stripping out deteriorated
battens and felt, reinstatement of the roof using breathable felt, treated battens, existing slates and
reclaimed or new slates (to match existing), flashings, ridges and associated roof details, all in
accordance with best conservation practices. It is noted that a Conservation Architect will supervise the
works, which is welcomed by the Planning Authority. While | note that the works are external, it is
considered given that the works are in relation to the repair of the existing roof and replacement with
like for like materials, the works will not render the appearance of the building inconsistent with the
character of the structure or of neighbouring structures. | therefore would consider that the proposed
works are compliant with Section 4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act (as amended).

Article 9(1)(a)(xii) of the Planning and Development Regulations notes that development to which article
6 relates shall not be exempted development for the purposes of the Act if the carrying out of such
development would further to the provisions of section 82 of the Act, consist of or comprise the carrying
out of works to the exterior of a structure, where the structure concerned is located within an
architectural conservation area or an area specified as an architectural conservation area in a
development plan for the area or, pending the variation of a development plan or the making of a new



development plan, in the draft variation of the development plan or the draft development plan and the
development would materially affect the character of the area.

The Foundation Building is a protected structure and located within the South Circular Road, New Street
and O’Connell Avenue Architectural Conservation Area. Per discussions with Limerick City & County
Council’'s Conservation Officer, we are satisfied that as the works will be supervised by a G1
Conservation Architect and be carried out in accordance with good conservation practices, the works
constitute repair and maintenance and as such will not materially affect the character of the Protected
Structure. | would therefore consider that the proposed works are compliant with Article 9(1)(a)(xii) of
the Planning and Development Regulations (as amended).

Appropriate Assessment

An AA Screening examination was carried out by Limerick City & County Council (see appendix 1). It
is noted that a bat survey was submitted in support of the porposal. Overall it is considered that the
development as proposed should not exercise a significant effect on the conservation status of any
SAC or SPA as there are no source-pathway-receptors and the site does not directly encroach on any
Natura 2000 European Sites. Therefore, an Appropriate Assessment is not required in this instance.

Environmental Impact Assessment

An EIA Screening examination was carried out by Limerick City & County Council (see appendix 2).
Overall, it is considered that there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment.
Therefore, an Environmental Impact Assessment is not required.

Conclusion/Recommendation

The proposal detailed on the application and plans submitted is considered to be within the scope of
Class 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended,
and Section 4(1)(h) and 4(1)(j) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.

Regard has been had to —

(a) Section 2, 3 and 4 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.

(b) Article 9(1)(a)(xii) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended.

(c) Sections 4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.

(d) The plans & particulars submitted with the application received on the 9 October 2025.

It is therefore considered that the said works are development and exempted development under
Article 9(1)(a)(xii) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended, and Section
4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.

Aine Leland, Executive Planner Grainne O’Keeffe, Senior
Executive Planner

Date: 03/11/2025 Date: 03/11/2025



Appendix 1: AA PNO1 Screening Form

STEP 1: Description of the project/proposal and local site characteristics:

(a) File Reference No:

EC/204-25

(b) Brief description of the project or
plan:

Section 5 Declaration on whether the repair
to roof of Foundation building in Mary
Immaculate College Campus is exempted

development

(c) Brief description of site

The subject site is located on South Circular

characteristics: Road within the built environment of
Limerick City.
(d) Relevant prescribed bodies N/A
consulted:
e.g. DHLGH (NPWS), EPA, OPW
(e¢) Response to consultation: N/A

STEP 2: Identification of relevant Natura 2000 sites using Source-
Pathway-Receptor model and compilation of information on Qualifying
Interests and conservation objectives.

European List of Qualifying Distance Connections | Considered
Site Interest/Special from (Source- further in
(code) Conservation Interest ! proposed Pathway- screening
development | Receptors) Y/N
? (km)
002165 - https://www.npws.ie/protected- | 460m None N
Lower sites/sac/002165
River
Shannon
SAC
004077 - https://www.npws.ie/protected- | 460m None N
River sites/sac/004077
Shannon
and River
Fergus
Estuaries
SPA

STEP 3: Assessment of Likely Significant Effects

(a) Identify all potential direct and indirect impacts that may have an effect on the
conservation objectives of a European site, taking into account the size and scale of

the project under the following headings:

Impacts:

Possible Significance of Impacts:
(duration/Magnitude etc)




Construction phase e.g

Vegetation clearance

Demolition

Surface water runoff from soil
excavation/infill/landscaping
(including borrow pits)

Dust, noise, vibration

Lighting disturbance

Impact on groundwater/dewatering
Storage of excavated/construction
materials

Access to site

Pests

None. The works proposed are repair works
only. Given the minor nature of the works
proposed, it is not considered that same
would impact on the objectives of the
European Sites outlined above

Operation phase e.g.

Direct emission to air and water
Surface water runoff containing
contaminant or sediment

Lighting disturbance
Noise/vibration

Changes to water/groundwater due
to drainage or abstraction
Presence of people, vehicles and
activities

Physical presence of structures (e.g
collision risk)

Potential for accidents or incidents

None. Operational phase will not have an
effect on objectives of the European Sites.

In-combination/Other

N/A given the development proposed and
the distance from European sites.

(b) Describe any likely changes to the European site:

Examples of the type of changes to give
consideration to include:

Reduction or fragmentation of
habitat area

Disturbance to QI species

Habitat or species fragmentation
Reduction or fragmentation in
species density

Changes in key indicators of
conservation status value (water or
air quality etc)

Changes to areas of sensitivity or
threats to QI

Interference with the key
relationships that define the structure
or ecological function of the site

None. No direct encroachment or
hydrological connection.




(¢) (Are ‘mitigation’ measures necessary to reach a conclusion that likely significant
effects can be ruled out at screening?

] Yes No

STEP 4: Screening Determination Statement
The assessment of significance of effects:
Describe how the proposed development (alone or in-combination is/is not likely to have
significant effects on European site (s) in view of its conservation objectives
On the basis of the information submitted, which is considered adequate to undertake a
screening determination and having regard to:

o the nature and scale of the proposed development,

e the intervening land uses and distance from European sites,

o the lack of direct connections with regard to the Source-Pathway-Receptor model,
it is concluded that the proposed development, individually or in-combination with other
plans or projects, would not be likely to have a significant effect on the above listed
European sites or any other European site, in view of the said sites’ conservation
objectives.

Conclusion: An appropriate assessment is not required.

Tick as Recommendation:
appropriate:

(1)It is clear that there is no The proposal can be screened out:
likelihood of significant Appropriate Assessment not required.
effects on a European Site

(i1)It is uncertain whether the O [J Request further information to
proposal will have a complete screening
significant effect on a
European Site [J Request NIS

L] Refuse planning permission
(111) Significant effects are likely [ L] Request NIS

L] Refuse planning permission

Signature and Date of
Recommending Officer:

Aine Leland, Executive Planner
03/11/2025

Signature and Date of the
Decision Maker:









Appendix 3 — Internal Reports
1.0 Council Ecologist

Planning Application Internal Report

Planning Ref: Mary Immaculate College Exemption application
Applicant: Mary Immaculate College
Development Description:

A development comprising a roof refurbishment at the foundation building of Mary
Immaculate College. The works involve comprehensive roof upgrades to a protected Structure
located at the Foundation Building, Mary Immaculate College, South Circular Road, Limerick.

Report Prepared By: Sean Doyle, MSc., BSc. Hons - Ecologist.
Comments:
A bat survey was submitted in support of this proposal.

The bat survey indicates that the best practice and most up to date methodologies have been
followed. The following is found on p17 of the report “The survey was conducted on Set 11t
2025, during the optimal survey period and under favourable survey conditions (as per Bat
Conservation Trust Guidelines 2023, see table 2)”. The guidelines cited suggest that any
structure considered to have “low suitability” or “PRF-I" should be surveyed once between
May and August. The survey on September 11" was conducted outside the optimal survey
period. However, given the generally mild weather conditions experienced throughout
September 2025, it is considered that bat roosting activity would still have been detectable in
the area should they have been present. The results of the survey indicate that there was low
bat activity in the surrounding area and that there were no roosting bats observed leaving the
structure. The conclusions of the report suggest that no potential for bat roost disturbance would
arise due to this proposal. The conclusions are considered acceptable despite the late timing if
the survey.



Recommendation:

Should the proposal proceed to construction, the following should be set to considered by the
applicant;

e Should the proposal go ahead, swift bricks or similar swift nesting boxes should be
incorporated into the final build of the structure

e As per bat survey report, one large bat box should be mounted to enhance local roosting
opportunities, a suitable specification of bat box is provided in the bat report

e Any lighting placed on the roof must be sensor controlled so the area remains as dark
as possible when not in use at night

Signed: Sean Doyle MSc., BSc. Hons. - Ecologist Date: 03/11/2025



2.0 Conservation Officer

From: O'Keeffe, Shona <shona.okeeffe@limerick.ie>

Sent: Tuesday 21 October 2025 12:21

To: Leland, Aine <aine.leland@limerick.ie>

Subject: RE: Leland, Aine shared the folder "EC-204-25" with you

Hi Aine,

The application includes a method statement and a letter from a G1 Conservation Architect
who will supervise the works, so I am satisfied that the works will be carried out in
accordance with good conservation practice. The works constitute repair and maintenance,
and as such will not materially affect the character of the Protected Structure. In my view
these works are exempt from the requirement to seek Planning Permission.

Shona O’Keeffe

Executive Architectural Conservation Officer | Public Realm & Heritage | Planning &
Place Making Directorate

Limerick City & County Council | Merchants Quay | Limerick V94 EH90

shona.okeeffe@limerick.ie |



Appendix 4 — Photos





















Report on application under Section 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as
amended)

Reference no. EC/204/25

Name and Address of Applicant: Mary Immaculate College
South Circular Road
Limerick

Agent: Quinn Architects
12 Barrington Street
Limerick

Location: Mary Immaculate College Campus
South Circular Road
Limerick

Description of Site and Surroundings:
The subject site is located along South Circular Road to the west, Summerville Avenue to the north and
Ashbourne Avenue to the south.

Zoning:
Education and Community Facilities

Proposal:
This is an application requesting a Section 5 Declaration on whether the following works are or are not
development or are or are not exempted development:

e Maintenance and repair to existing pitched slated roof over the Foundation Building. Repair and
maintenance works to existing cast iron gutters and downpipes will also be required.

This Section 5 declaration includes the following:

o Cover Letter

e Method Statement

e Roof Survey

e Bat Survey and Report
e Site location map

e Elevation drawings

e Floor Plans

e Photographs

| note that a bat activity survey was carried out on September 11t 2025 which notes the buildings low
bat roost potential following internal and external inspection. The proposal includes for bat boxes and
swift nest boxes to deliver net ecological gain for the site which is welcomed by the Planning Authority.
The survey revealed the presence of two bat species with a total of 13 bat passes during the 2.5hr
survey period. The assessment of the building itself confirmed low bat roost potential due to sealed
concrete eaves, absence of soffit boxes or crevice features and lack of evident of bat use in the attic
hatches/spaces. No bats were observed emerging from the building during the survey and static
detectors in the attic spaces recorded no internal bat activity. The bat survey has been reviewed by the
Council Ecologist who notes that the date of the survey falls outside the optimal survey period however
given the generally mild weather conditions experienced throughout September 2025, it is considered
that bat roosting activity would still have been detectable in the area should they have been present.
The conclusions of the survey are considered acceptable despite the late timing of the survey. The



inclusion of swift bricks or similar swift nesting boxes and a bat box as indicated in the bat report are to
be incorporated into the proposal.

Planning History:

23/60965: Mary Immaculate College granted conditional permission for development on this c. 0.79 ha
site, on lands at the library and educational complex, within the Mary Immaculate College Campus,
South Circular Road, Limerick, V94 4D85. The proposed development is within the curtilage of a
number of protected structures (including RPS Refs. 3364, 3365, 3366, 3367, 3368, 3369.) The
development will consist of the redevelopment of the existing library and educational complex building
with a new 4 no. storey library and learning and resources centre (4,955 sgqm) over a 1 no. storey
basement and all associated teaching and pupil facilities. The development includes the substantial
demolition of the existing library and educational complex building (c. 2,559 sgm of the existing building
to be demolished with the c. 309 sgm lecture theatre to be integrated into the new complex).  The
development will also include the provision of a refurbished public plaza to the south-west of the
proposed library; tree removal and replacement; hard and soft landscaping; piped infrastructure and
ducting; ancillary ramps and stairs; bollards; reorganisation and enhancement of existing parking
facilities; ESB substation; PV panels; changes in level; SuDS features; public lighting; CCTV; plant;
signage; and all ancillary site development and excavation works above and below ground. Decision
was appealed to An Comisium Pleanala who upheld the decision by LCCC.

Pl. Ref 16/792 ABP 91.248423 — Mary Immaculate College - GRANTED Permission for the construction
of a proposed four storey library/learning resources centre and basement (with ancillary third level uses)
providing a gross floor area of 4,955m2. The application includes the phased demolition of the existing
library including the removal of 17 no. trees, a proposed new paved plaza to the south-west of the new
library building and associated landscape works including planting of new trees to replace trees
removed, proposed public lighting and associated site works. These works are within the curtilage of a
Protected Structure

Pl. Ref 20/531 ABP 308625-20- Mary Immaculate College was GRANTED Permission for the
conversion of existing outbuilding to two bed apartment associated with existing Student Residential
Accommodation, minor alterations to elevations and all associated site works

Pl. Ref 20/126 — Mary Immaculate College GRANTED Conditional Permission for change of use of the
Chapel from place of worship to education use and physical alterations including refurbishment of the
interior of the Chapel comprising repairs to building fabric, new floor coverings, new kitchenette/servery
in room to rear of Chapel, new partition and internal door to the ground floor corridor of the John Henry
Newman Building, demolition of existing PVC link to the rear of the building and construction of a new
extension to provide accessible building entrance and means of escape, installation of new services
(mainly new lighting and replacement radiators), alterations to existing hard and soft site landscaping,
additional site lighting and all associated. The proposed works will be carried out to Protected Structures
RPS373 & RPS421 and located in an Architectural Conservation Area

Pl. Ref 19/350 — Mary Immaculate College GRANTED Conditional Permission for
the erection of new signage on the front boundary wall adjacent to the main entrance from O'Connell
Avenue and all ancillary site works. The proposed works are within the curtilage of a Protected Structure
and in an Architectural Conservation Area

Pl. Ref 16/182 — Mary Immaculate College GRANTED Conditional Permission for alterations to the
internal layout on the Third Floor of the building including demolition of existing partition walls, new
structural openings, erection of new partitions, fire upgrade works, alterations to building services and
all ancillary works related to the proposed new layout (the building is a protected structure and the site
is in an Architectural Conservation Area)

Enforcement History
None



Assessment

Consideration as to whether a development constitutes exempted development or not is governed by
Sections 4 and 5 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Articles 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,
10 and 11 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended).

Is the proposal development?

Section 2(1) in this Act, except where otherwise requires —

‘works’ includes any act or operation of construction, excavation, demolition, extension, alteration,
repair or renewal.

‘structure’ as any building, structure, excavation, or other thing constructed or made on, in or under
any land, or part of a structure so defined, and —

(a) Where the context so admits, includes the land on, in or under which the structure is situated.

Section 3(1) defines ‘development’ as ‘the carrying out of any works on, in, over or under land or the
making of any material change in the use of any structures or other land’.

The proposed repair works to the existing roof, gutters and downpipes of the Foundation building
constitutes ‘works’ and ‘development’.

Is the proposal exempted development?

Article 6(1) of the Planning and Development Regulations states that Subject to article 9, development
of a class specified in column 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 shall be exempted development for the purposes
of the Act, provided that such development complies with the conditions and limitations specified in
column 2 of the said Part 1 opposite the mention of that class in the said column 1.The works proposed
do not fall within any class of exempted development as indicated in Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the
Planning and Development Regulations. Therefore the application will be assessed again Section
4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act and Article 9 Restrictions of the Planning and
Development Regulations (as amended).

Section 4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act (as amended) notes that development consisting
of the carrying out of works for the maintenance, improvement or other alteration of any structure, being
works which affect only the interior of the structure or which do not materially affect the external
appearance of the structure so as to render the appearance inconsistent with the character of the
structure or of neighbouring structures.

The proposed works consist of the maintenance and repair works to the existing natural slated roof of
the Foundation building within the Mary Immaculate College Campus. The building is a protected
structure (RPS 365). The works involve the removal of existing roof lates, stripping out deteriorated
battens and felt, reinstatement of the roof using breathable felt, treated battens, existing slates and
reclaimed or new slates (to match existing), flashings, ridges and associated roof details, all in
accordance with best conservation practices. It is noted that a Conservation Architect will supervise the
works, which is welcomed by the Planning Authority. While | note that the works are external, it is
considered given that the works are in relation to the repair of the existing roof and replacement with
like for like materials, the works will not render the appearance of the building inconsistent with the
character of the structure or of neighbouring structures. | therefore would consider that the proposed
works are compliant with Section 4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act (as amended).

Article 9(1)(a)(xii) of the Planning and Development Regulations notes that development to which article
6 relates shall not be exempted development for the purposes of the Act if the carrying out of such
development would further to the provisions of section 82 of the Act, consist of or comprise the carrying
out of works to the exterior of a structure, where the structure concerned is located within an
architectural conservation area or an area specified as an architectural conservation area in a
development plan for the area or, pending the variation of a development plan or the making of a new



development plan, in the draft variation of the development plan or the draft development plan and the
development would materially affect the character of the area.

The Foundation Building is a protected structure and located within the South Circular Road, New Street
and O’Connell Avenue Architectural Conservation Area. Per discussions with Limerick City & County
Council’'s Conservation Officer, we are satisfied that as the works will be supervised by a G1
Conservation Architect and be carried out in accordance with good conservation practices, the works
constitute repair and maintenance and as such will not materially affect the character of the Protected
Structure. | would therefore consider that the proposed works are compliant with Article 9(1)(a)(xii) of
the Planning and Development Regulations (as amended).

Appropriate Assessment

An AA Screening examination was carried out by Limerick City & County Council (see appendix 1). It
is noted that a bat survey was submitted in support of the porposal. Overall it is considered that the
development as proposed should not exercise a significant effect on the conservation status of any
SAC or SPA as there are no source-pathway-receptors and the site does not directly encroach on any
Natura 2000 European Sites. Therefore, an Appropriate Assessment is not required in this instance.

Environmental Impact Assessment

An EIA Screening examination was carried out by Limerick City & County Council (see appendix 2).
Overall, it is considered that there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment.
Therefore, an Environmental Impact Assessment is not required.

Conclusion/Recommendation

The proposal detailed on the application and plans submitted is considered to be within the scope of
Class 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 2 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended,
and Section 4(1)(h) and 4(1)(j) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.

Regard has been had to —

(a) Section 2, 3 and 4 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.

(b) Article 9(1)(a)(xii) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended.

(c) Sections 4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.

(d) The plans & particulars submitted with the application received on the 9 October 2025.

It is therefore considered that the said works are development and exempted development under
Article 9(1)(a)(xii) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended, and Section
4(1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended.

Aine Leland, Executive Planner Grainne O’Keeffe, Senior
Executive Planner

Date: 03/11/2025 Date: 03/11/2025



Appendix 1: AA PNO1 Screening Form

STEP 1: Description of the project/proposal and local site characteristics:

(a) File Reference No:

EC/204-25

(b) Brief description of the project or
plan:

Section 5 Declaration on whether the repair
to roof of Foundation building in Mary
Immaculate College Campus is exempted

development

(c) Brief description of site

The subject site is located on South Circular

characteristics: Road within the built environment of
Limerick City.
(d) Relevant prescribed bodies N/A
consulted:
e.g. DHLGH (NPWS), EPA, OPW
(e¢) Response to consultation: N/A

STEP 2: Identification of relevant Natura 2000 sites using Source-
Pathway-Receptor model and compilation of information on Qualifying
Interests and conservation objectives.

European List of Qualifying Distance Connections | Considered
Site Interest/Special from (Source- further in
(code) Conservation Interest ! proposed Pathway- screening
development | Receptors) Y/N
? (km)
002165 - https://www.npws.ie/protected- | 460m None N
Lower sites/sac/002165
River
Shannon
SAC
004077 - https://www.npws.ie/protected- | 460m None N
River sites/sac/004077
Shannon
and River
Fergus
Estuaries
SPA

STEP 3: Assessment of Likely Significant Effects

(a) Identify all potential direct and indirect impacts that may have an effect on the
conservation objectives of a European site, taking into account the size and scale of

the project under the following headings:

Impacts:

Possible Significance of Impacts:
(duration/Magnitude etc)




Construction phase e.g

Vegetation clearance

Demolition

Surface water runoff from soil
excavation/infill/landscaping
(including borrow pits)

Dust, noise, vibration

Lighting disturbance

Impact on groundwater/dewatering
Storage of excavated/construction
materials

Access to site

Pests

None. The works proposed are repair works
only. Given the minor nature of the works
proposed, it is not considered that same
would impact on the objectives of the
European Sites outlined above

Operation phase e.g.

Direct emission to air and water
Surface water runoff containing
contaminant or sediment

Lighting disturbance
Noise/vibration

Changes to water/groundwater due
to drainage or abstraction
Presence of people, vehicles and
activities

Physical presence of structures (e.g
collision risk)

Potential for accidents or incidents

None. Operational phase will not have an
effect on objectives of the European Sites.

In-combination/Other

N/A given the development proposed and
the distance from European sites.

(b) Describe any likely changes to the European site:

Examples of the type of changes to give
consideration to include:

Reduction or fragmentation of
habitat area

Disturbance to QI species

Habitat or species fragmentation
Reduction or fragmentation in
species density

Changes in key indicators of
conservation status value (water or
air quality etc)

Changes to areas of sensitivity or
threats to QI

Interference with the key
relationships that define the structure
or ecological function of the site

None. No direct encroachment or
hydrological connection.




(¢) (Are ‘mitigation’ measures necessary to reach a conclusion that likely significant
effects can be ruled out at screening?

] Yes No

STEP 4: Screening Determination Statement
The assessment of significance of effects:
Describe how the proposed development (alone or in-combination is/is not likely to have
significant effects on European site (s) in view of its conservation objectives
On the basis of the information submitted, which is considered adequate to undertake a
screening determination and having regard to:

o the nature and scale of the proposed development,

e the intervening land uses and distance from European sites,

o the lack of direct connections with regard to the Source-Pathway-Receptor model,
it is concluded that the proposed development, individually or in-combination with other
plans or projects, would not be likely to have a significant effect on the above listed
European sites or any other European site, in view of the said sites’ conservation
objectives.

Conclusion: An appropriate assessment is not required.

Tick as Recommendation:
appropriate:

(1)It is clear that there is no The proposal can be screened out:
likelihood of significant Appropriate Assessment not required.
effects on a European Site

(i1)It is uncertain whether the O [J Request further information to
proposal will have a complete screening
significant effect on a
European Site [J Request NIS

L] Refuse planning permission
(111) Significant effects are likely [ L] Request NIS

L] Refuse planning permission

Signature and Date of
Recommending Officer:

Aine Leland, Executive Planner
03/11/2025

Signature and Date of the
Decision Maker:









Appendix 3 — Internal Reports
1.0 Council Ecologist

Planning Application Internal Report

Planning Ref: Mary Immaculate College Exemption application
Applicant: Mary Immaculate College
Development Description:

A development comprising a roof refurbishment at the foundation building of Mary
Immaculate College. The works involve comprehensive roof upgrades to a protected Structure
located at the Foundation Building, Mary Immaculate College, South Circular Road, Limerick.

Report Prepared By: Sean Doyle, MSc., BSc. Hons - Ecologist.
Comments:
A bat survey was submitted in support of this proposal.

The bat survey indicates that the best practice and most up to date methodologies have been
followed. The following is found on p17 of the report “The survey was conducted on Set 11t
2025, during the optimal survey period and under favourable survey conditions (as per Bat
Conservation Trust Guidelines 2023, see table 2)”. The guidelines cited suggest that any
structure considered to have “low suitability” or “PRF-I" should be surveyed once between
May and August. The survey on September 11" was conducted outside the optimal survey
period. However, given the generally mild weather conditions experienced throughout
September 2025, it is considered that bat roosting activity would still have been detectable in
the area should they have been present. The results of the survey indicate that there was low
bat activity in the surrounding area and that there were no roosting bats observed leaving the
structure. The conclusions of the report suggest that no potential for bat roost disturbance would
arise due to this proposal. The conclusions are considered acceptable despite the late timing if
the survey.



Recommendation:

Should the proposal proceed to construction, the following should be set to considered by the
applicant;

e Should the proposal go ahead, swift bricks or similar swift nesting boxes should be
incorporated into the final build of the structure

e As per bat survey report, one large bat box should be mounted to enhance local roosting
opportunities, a suitable specification of bat box is provided in the bat report

e Any lighting placed on the roof must be sensor controlled so the area remains as dark
as possible when not in use at night

Signed: Sean Doyle MSc., BSc. Hons. - Ecologist Date: 03/11/2025



2.0 Conservation Officer

From: O'Keeffe, Shona <shona.okeeffe@limerick.ie>

Sent: Tuesday 21 October 2025 12:21

To: Leland, Aine <aine.leland@limerick.ie>

Subject: RE: Leland, Aine shared the folder "EC-204-25" with you

Hi Aine,

The application includes a method statement and a letter from a G1 Conservation Architect
who will supervise the works, so I am satisfied that the works will be carried out in
accordance with good conservation practice. The works constitute repair and maintenance,
and as such will not materially affect the character of the Protected Structure. In my view
these works are exempt from the requirement to seek Planning Permission.

Shona O’Keeffe

Executive Architectural Conservation Officer | Public Realm & Heritage | Planning &
Place Making Directorate

Limerick City & County Council | Merchants Quay | Limerick V94 EH90

shona.okeeffe@limerick.ie |



Appendix 4 — Photos














