
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
MEETING OF THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT OF LIMERICK 

20TH OCTOBER, 2025 
 
 

 

• Email dated 24th September, 2025 from the Office of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the 
Marine in reply to Notice of Motion from Members that this District write to the current Minister 
of Agriculture, Martin Heydon, to urge him to support Stout’s Law, a legislative campaign 
advocating for stricter animal cruelty laws, particularly in cases of unethical back-yard breeding 
and puppy farming. 

 
 

• Letter dated 2nd October, 2025 from the Office of the Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and 
Migration in reply to Notice of Motion from Members that this District writes to the Department 
of Justice and to the Minister for Justice, Jim O’Callaghan to invite them to come and brief this 
Council on future resourcing of policing in the Limerick Metropolitan District for the lifetime of 
the current government. 

 
 

• Letter dated 3rd October, 2025 from the Office of the Minister for Culture, Communications and 
Sport in reply to Notice of Motion from Members that this District write to the Minister for Arts, 
Media, Communications, Culture and Sport, Patrick O’Donovan, expressing our collective 
support for the retention, extension, and expansion of the Basic Income for the Arts (BIA) pilot 
scheme beyond 2025. 

 



 
From: Minister Heydons Office <ministerheydonnoreply-agriculture@corr.cloud.gov.ie> 

Sent: Wednesday 24 September 2025 09:02 

To: Customer Services <customerservices@limerick.ie> 

Subject: [EXTERNAL]DAFM-MHO-02456-2025 

  

  

  

Ms. Aedín Foley 

customerservices@limerick.ie 

24th September 2025 

Reference No: DAFM-MHO-02456-2025 

Dear Ms. Foley, 

I would like to acknowledge your recent correspondence dated 17/09/2025 to Martin 

Heydon T.D., Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine. 

I will bring your correspondence to the Minister’s attention as soon as possible. In the 

interim I have forwarded your correspondence for the attention of relevant Department 

officials. 

Yours sincerely, 

Walsh, JohnThomas 

Minister’s Office 

 

 
You don't often get email from ministerheydonnoreply-agriculture@corr.cloud.gov.ie. Learn 

why this is important 
 

 

Caution: This is an external email and may have a suspicious subject or attached 

content. 

Please take care when clicking links or opening attachments. When in doubt, contact 

your IT Department 
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Lána Líosain, Baile Átha Cliath 2, D02 R5Y3 

Leeson Lane, Dublin 2, D02 R5Y3 

T +353 (0)1 6437660 | Ministers.Office@tcagsm.gov.ie 

www.gov.ie 

Ms. Aedín Foley  

metromeeting@limerick.ie  

 

03 October 2025 
 

Our Ref: CHG-MO-01327-2025 

 

 

Dear Ms. Foley, 

Thank you for your communication in relation to the motion passed by Metropolitan 

District of  Limerick  regarding the Basic Income for the Arts Pilot Research Scheme 

(BIA).      

The Programme for Government commits to assessing the Basic Income for the Arts 

pilot research scheme to maximise its impact.  I have announced an extension of six 

months to February 2026 to allow for further assessment of the pilot data and to 

engage in stakeholder consultation to provide an evidence base for Government to 

make decisions on next steps. 

Consultation is ongoing including a Consultative Committee which draws from 

across Government. I launched an online public consultation which closed on 5 

September, over 17,000 submissions received, of which 97% were in favour of BIA 

being continued.  A sectoral stakeholder forum also took place on 10 September with 

around 200 attendees from both resource organisations and artists represented. 

The pilot is underpinned by a comprehensive research programme. I recently 

published a report examining the first 24 months of the scheme which found that 

BIA recipients (compared to those not in receipt of the BIA): 

a. are 6 percentage points more likely to have worked in the arts  
b. spend on average 11 weekly hours more on their creative practice  
c. are 14 percentage points more likely to have completed new works in the 

previous six months  
d. invest more financially in their practice  
e. are better able to afford basic necessities and have higher life satisfaction  
f. are 15 percentage points less likely to have felt downhearted or depressed  
g. are 16 percentage points less likely to have experienced anxiety  

A cost-benefit analysis paper has also just been published. It shows that the BIA 

produced over €100m in social and economic benefits and for every €1 invested in 

the pilot society received a return of €1.39. It also finds that recipients’ arts-related 

income increased by over €500 per month on average. Audience engagement with 

the arts generated an estimated €16.9 million in social value over the three pilot 

years. 
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No decisions on a successor scheme have yet been made.  A Government decision 

will be required on a successor scheme to the pilot, and I intend to bring forward 

proposals for a permanent intervention following Budget 2026, assuming funding 

for a successor is secured. I have made it clear that I am in favour of a permanent 

scheme being put in place. 

I trust that this information is beneficial.   

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

___________ 

Darren Clarke 

Private Secretary 

 


