Screening for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Determination
for the
Draft Limerick City and County Tourism Plan 2025-2030

This determination relates to whether the Draft Limerick City and County Tourism Plan 2025-2030,
also referred to as “the Draft Plan” and “the Plan”, to be adopted, would or would not, be likely to
have significant environmental effects, taking into account relevant criteria set out under the SEA
Directive (Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of Ministers, of 27
June 2001, on the Assessment of the Effects of Certain Plans and Programmes on the Environment)
and transposing Regulations!; and therefore would, or would not, necessitate the undertaking of
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA).

The criteria set out under Annex ll of the SEA Directive “Criteria for determining the likely significance
of effects referred to in Article 3(5) and Schedule 1 of the Regulations are considered in an
accompanying Screening for SEA Report that has been prepared to inform this determination.

As identified in the SEA Screening Report:

e  The Plan is situated alongside the hierarchy of statutory documents that forms the decision-making and consent-
granting framework, including the First Revision of the National Planning Framework, the Southern Regional Spatial
and Economic Strategy and associated Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan and the Limerick
Development Plan, all of which have been subject to legislative requirements relating to public consultation and
environmental assessment/screening for environmental assessment. As such, the Plan is wholly subject to the
requirements of the provisions set out in these documents throughout the implementation of the Plan, including
provisions relating to sustainable development, environmental protection, and environmental management that
have been integrated into these documents, and does not introduce any alterations or additions to those
provisions. Implementation of the Plan will comply with measures from the Development Plan and from Failte
Ireland’s Regional Development Strategies for the Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands.

o  The Plan compiles measures that are already integrated into the existing decision-making and consent-granting
framework and have already been subject to environmental assessment. Detail or measures that go beyond
existing measures should be regarded either as context-setting text or as suggestions that may or may not be
considered for integration into the relevant level of the decision-making and consent-granting framework — namely
the Development Plan. The Plan does not provide consent or establish a framework for granting consent and does
not contribute towards a framework for granting consent. The Plan is not binding on consent-related decisions.
The Plan does not introduce rules, limits, or other criteria to be used in development management.

e Inorder to be realised, the types of projects referred to in the Plan will have to comply, as relevant, with various
legislation, policies, plans and programmes (including requirements for lower-tier environmental assessment and
other licensing requirements as appropriate) that form the statutory decision-making and consent-granting
framework.

¢  Takinginto account all of the above it is demonstrated that: significant beneficial environmental effects are present
already under the existing planning framework and would not result from the Plan; and potentially significant
adverse effects, if unmitigated, are present already under the existing planning framework, have already been
envisaged and mitigated by the relevant assessments and would not result from the Plan. Consequently, it is
advised that the Plan would not result in likely significant environmental effects and does not necessitate the
undertaking of SEA.

The undersigned, having carefully considered the information referred to above agrees with and
adopts the reasoning and conclusion presented above and in the “Screening for Strategic
Environmental Assessment Report”. The undersigned hereby determines that SEA is not required for
the Draft Limerick City and County Tourism Plan 2025-2030 to be adopted.

SR

Signatory: '
Date: S Srtevlons 8025

1 European Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) Regulations 2004 (S| No. 435 of 2004) amended by the European
Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) (Amendment) Regulations 2011 (S| No. 200 of 2011)
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Section 1 Introduction and Background

1.1 Introduction

This is the Screening for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Report for the Draft Limerick City and
County Tourism Plan, also referred to as “the Draft Plan” and “the Plan”.

SEA is the formal, systematic evaluation of the likely significant environmental effects of implementing a
plan or programme, strategy, etc., before a decision is made to adopt it. The SEA Directive! requires, inter
alia, that SEA is undertaken for certain plans, programmes or alterations to these. Screening is the process
for deciding whether a particular plan or programme, other than those for which SEA is mandatory, would
be likely to have significant environmental effects, and would thus warrant SEA.

The purpose of this report is to inform: whether the Plan would, or would not, be likely to have significant
environmental effects, taking into account relevant criteria set out under the SEA Directive and transposing
Regulations?; and therefore would, or would not, necessitate the undertaking of SEA.

This report should be read in conjunction with the Draft Tourism Plan and all other associated documents
including the Screening for AA Report for the Draft Plan and the Limerick Development Plan.

1.2 The Draft Tourism Plan

As the competent authority, Limerick City and County Council has prepared the Draft Tourism Plan3,

Tourism across Limerick supports 6,500 jobs generating in excess of €300 million annually in visitor revenue
for the local economy. Over the coming years, Limerick will be presented to a global audience as host to
the Ryder Cup. It provides an international platform to show the world how the distinctive Limerick welcome
is delivered. The event legacy focus is built on the foundations of community and hospitality, quality of
place and the delivery of an outstanding Limerick experience. The Council intends to show the global
audience what gives Limerick its competitive and creative edge,

The Limerick City and County Tourism Plan represents a whole of organisation approach for tourism that
takes into account the existing planning framework for tourism. The Plan examines the opportunities to
deliver, in line with the Limerick Development Plan, on the aims and ambitions of the tourism industry,
grow the appeal of Limerick as an international visitor destination and meet the needs of Limerick’s visitors.

The Plan comprises a series of actions under headings including:

Limerick for tourism — collaboration
Destination marketing

Scale signature attractions
Destination placemaking
Community tourism impact

Linking the City and County

Event destination

Outdoor experiences

Unigue limerick experiences
Sustainability — Green DNA

! Directive 2001/42/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of Ministers, of 27% June 2001, on the Assessment of the Effects of Certain Plans
and Programmes on the Environment.

2 Eyropean Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) Regulations 2004 (SI No. 435 of 2004) amended by the European
Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) (Amendment) Regulations 2011 (SI No. 200 of 2011).

3 For more detail refer to the Plan document.
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The Plan is situated alongside the hierarchy of statutory documents that forms the decision-making and
consent-granting framework, including the First Revision of the National Planning Framework, the Southern
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and associated Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan
and the Limerick Development Plan, all of which have been subject to legislative requirements relating to
public consultation and environmental assessment/screening for environmental assessment. As such, the
Plan is wholly subject to the requirements of the provisions set out in these documents throughout the
implementation of the Plan, including provisions relating to sustainable development, environmental
protection, and environmental management that have been integrated into these documents, and does not
introduce any alterations or additions to those provisions.

The Plan compiles measures that are already integrated into the existing decision-making and consent-
granting framework and have already been subject to environmental assessment. Detail or measures that
go beyond existing measures should be regarded either as context-setting text or as a suggestion that may
or may not be considered for integration into the relevant level of the decision-making and consent-granting
framework — namely the Development Plan.

The Plan does not provide consent or establish a framework for granting consent and does not contribute
towards a framework for granting consent. The Plan is not binding on consent-related decisions. The Plan
does not introduce rules, limits, or other criteria to be used in development management.

In order to be realised, the types of projects referred to in the Plan will have to comply, as relevant, with
various legislation, policies, plans and programmes (including requirements for lower-tier environmental
assessment and other licensing requirements as appropriate) that form the statutory decision-making and
consent-granting framework.

1.3 Consultations

As part of the screening process, environmental authorities* were notified that a submission or observation
in relation to whether the Plan would, or would not, be likely to have significant effects on the environment
may be made to the Council. One response to the screening notices was received from the Environmental
Protection Agency (the issues raised in which are responded to on Table 1.1 below).

Table 1.1 SEA Screening Submission and Responses

Ref. | Submission Text/Summary of Issues Raised SEA Response

A We acknowledge your notice, dated 29th July 2025, in relation to the draft | Noted. The SEA Screening process has and will

Limerick City and County Tourism Plan and associated Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) screening.

The EPA is one of the statutory environmental authorities under the SEA
Regulations. In our role as a SEA environmental authority, we focus on
promoting the full and transparent integration of the findings of the
Environmental Assessment into the Plan and advocating that the key
environmental challenges for Ireland are addressed as relevant and
appropriate to the plan. Our functions as an SEA environmental authority
do not include approving or enforcing SEAs or plans or programmes.
Where we provide specific comments on plans and programmes, our
comments will focus on the EPA’s remit and areas of expertise (in particular
water, air, climate change, waste, resource efficiency, noise, radon and
the inter-relationships between these and other relevant topics e.g.
biodiversity), as appropriate and relevant to the particular Plan.

continue to take the guidance document ‘SEA
of Local Authority Land Use Plans — EPA
Recommendations and Resources’ into account.

Proposed SEA Determination

If a proposed determination hasn't been made, you should determine
whether the implementation of the proposed Plan or Programme would be
likely to have significant effects on the environment. The criteria to
consider are set out in Annex II of Directive 2001/ 42/EC on the
assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the
environment (The SEA Directive) and in Schedule 1 of the European

Noted. Following completion of this report,
Limerick City and County Council will make a
determination as to whether implementing the
Plan would be likely to have significant effects
on the environment. Following the making of
the determination, a copy of the decision,
including, the reasons for not requiring an
environmental _assessment, will be made

4 The following environmental authorities were notified: Environmental Protection Agency; Department of Climate, Energy and the Environment;
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine; and Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.
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“Ref.

Submission Text/Summary of Issues Raised

SEA Response

Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and
Programmes) Regulations 2004 (S.I No. 435 of 2004, as amended).

You should take into account the relevant criteria set out in Schedule 1
into account in making its determination as to whether the Plan or
Programme would be likely to have significant effects on the environment.
Guidance on the SEA process, including an SEA pack and checklist available
on our website at: https://www.epa.ie/our-services/monitoring--
assessment/assessment/strategic-environmental-assessment/sea-
resources-and-guidance-/.

We recommend that you take the available guidance into account in
making your SEA Screening Determination and incorporate the relevant
recommendations as relevant and appropriate to the Plan or Programme.
EPA SEA Screening Guidance

Our Good Practice Guidance for Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
Screening (EPA, 2021) provides specific stand-alone guidance to assist
plan or programme makers and SEA practitioners. It focuses primarily on
plans/programmes in the non-land use sector in Ireland and includes an
elaboration of the steps needed for screening, the legislative landscape
underpinning SEA screening, and step-by-step process and templates to
assist in preparing the required documentation.

Strategic Environmental Assessment: Guidelines for Planning Authorities
The Strategic Environmental Assessment: Guidelines for Regional
Assemblies and Planning Authorities (DHLGH, 2022) provides advice on
carrying out SEA in the land-use planning sector for those plans listed in
S.I. No.436 of 2004, as amended. These plans comprise regional, county
and local plans, including Regional Spatial and Economic Strategies,
County or City Development Plans, variations of Development Plans, Local
Area Plans and Planning Schemes for Strategic Development Zones. The
Guidelines replace previous guidance for Regional Authorities and Planning
Authorities published in 2004.

available for public inspection in the Council’s
offices and on the Council’s website. A copy of
the determination will also be sent to the
environmental authorities consulted.

The criteria set out under Annex II of the SEA
Directive [Schedule 1 of the European
Communities (Environmental Assessment of
Certain Plans and Programmes) Regulations
2004, as amended], the Ministerial SEA
Guidelines and the EPA’s Guidance on the SEA
pracess have been and will be taken into
account throughout the SEA Screening process.

Sustainable Development

In proposing and in implementing the plan or programme, you should
ensure that the plan or programme is consistent with the need for proper
planning and sustainable development. Adequate and appropriate critical
service infrastructure should be in place, or required to be put in place, to
service any development proposed and authorised during the lifetime of
the plan or programme.

In considering the plan or programme, you should take into account the
need to align with national commitments on climate change mitigation and
adaptation, as well as incorporating any relevant recommendations in
sectoral, regional and local climate adaptation plans.

You should also ensure that the plan or programme aligns with any key
relevant higher-level plans and programmes and is consistent with the
relevant objectives and policy commitments of the National Planning
Framework and the relevant Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy.

Limerick City and County Council will ensure
that the Plan and its implementation is
consistent with the need for proper planning
and sustainable development. Adequate and
appropriate critical service infrastructure will be
in place, or required to be put in place, to
service any development proposed and
authorised during the lifetime of the Plan.

In considering the Plan, Limerick City and
County Council has taken into account the need
to align with national, sectoral, regional and
local commitments on climate change
mitigation and adaptation.

Limerick City and County Council will ensure
that implementation of the Plan aligns with and
is consistent with higher-level plans and
programmes, including the National Planning
Framework, the Climate Action Plan and the
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy.

Ireland’s State of the Environment Report 2024

In Qctober 2024, the EPA published the latest iteration of our 4-yearly
State of the Environment Report. This report should be considered, and
relevant aspects integrated as appropriate, in implementing the Plan
outputs/ recommendations. It is available at: https://www.epa.iefour-
services/monitoring--assessment/assessment/state-of-environment-

| report-/.

The Plan preparation and associated SEA
Screening process has taken this report into
account.
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Ref. | Submission Text/Summary of Issues Raised SEA Response

E Available Guidance & Resources Noted. These tools, applications, guidance and
Our website contains various SEA resources and guidance, including: resources have and will be taken into account
- SEA process guidance and checklists; through the SEA Screening process.

- Inventory of spatial datasets relevant to SEA;

- Topic and sector specific SEA guidance (including SEA and Integration
Guidance (EPA, 2025), Good practice note on Cumulative Effects
Assessment (EPA, 2020), Developing and Assessing Alternatives in SEA
(EPA, 2015), and Integrated Biodiversity Impact Assessment (EPA, 2012)).
You can access these guidance notes and other resources at:
https://www.epa.iefour-services/monitoring--
assessment/assessment/strategic-environmental-assessment/sea-topic-
and-sector-specific-guidance-/

EPA SEA WebGIS Tool

Our SEA WebGIS Tool has been updated recently and is now available at
https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/SEA. It allows an indicative report on key
aspects of the environment in a specific geographic area to be produced.
It is intended to assist public authorities in SEA screening and scoping
exercises.

Catchments.ie

Our https://www.catchments.ie/maps/ website provides a single point of |
access to water quality and catchment data from the National WFD
monitoring programme.

EPA AA GeoTool

Our AA GeoTool application has been developed in partnership with the
NPWS. It allows users to a select a location, specify a search area and
gather available information for each European Site within the area. It is
available at: https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/AAGeoTool |

F Future amendments to the Plan Where changes to the Plan are made prior to
Where changes to the plan or programme are made prior to finalisation, | finalisation, or where modifications to the Plan
or where modifications to the plan or programme are proposed following | are proposed following its adoption, these will
its adoption, these should be screened for potential for likely significant | be screened for potential for likely significant
effects in accordance with the criteria set out in Schedule 1 (S.I. No. 435 | effects in accordance with the criteria set out in
of 2004, as amended) of the SEA Regulations, as appropriate. Annex II of the SEA Directive [Schedule 1 of the

European Communities (Environmental
Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes)
B Regulations 2004, as amended].

G Appropriate Assessment The findings of the Screening for AA process
You should ensure that the plan or programme complies with the | have been taken into account by the SEA and
requirements of the Habitats Directive where relevant. Where an | Plan preparation process — refer to Section 2.2.
Appropriate  Assessment is required, the key findings and |
recommendations should be incorporated into the SEA and the plan or
programme, |

H Environmental Authorities The relevant environmental authorities have
Under the SEA Regulations, prior to making your SEA determination you | been consulted through the SEA Screening
should consult with: process.

« Environmental Protection Agency;
» Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage;
» Minister for Climate, Energy and the Environment; and,
_ « Minister for Agriculture, Food, and the Marine. |

I SEA Determination Following completion of this report, Limerick
As soon as practicable after making your determination as to whether SEA | City and County Council will make a
is required or not, you should make a copy of your decision, including, if | determination as to whether implementing the
appropriate, the reasons for not requiring an environmental assessment, | Plan would be likely to have significant effects
available for public inspection in your offices and on your website. You | on the environment. Following the making of
should also send a copy of your determination to the relevant | the determination, a copy of the decision,
environmenta! authorities consulted. including, the reasons for not requiring an

environmental assessment, will be made
available for public inspection in the Council’s
offices and on the Council’s website. A copy of
the determination will also be sent to the
environmental authorities consulted.

J If you have any queries or need further information in relation to this | Noted.

submission, please contact me directly. I would be grateful if you could

send an email confirming receipt of this submission to: sea@epa.ie.
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Section 2 SEA Screening

2.1 Introduction

This section examines whether or not the Plan would be likely to have significant environmental effects
(and thus would warrant the undertaking of SEA). This examination takes account of relevant criteria set
out under Annex II of the SEA Directive and Schedule 1 of the Regulations (see Section 2.4).

2.2 Screening for Appropriate Assessment

Appropriate Assessment (AA) is an impact assessment process concerning Natura 2000, or European, sites
- these sites have been designated or proposed for designation by virtue of their ecological importance.
The Habitats Directive® and the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) provide the requirement
to screen for likely significant effects on European Sites. If the effects are deemed to be significant,
potentially significant or uncertain then Stage 2 AA must be undertaken.

The Plan is being subject to a Screening for AA process in order to establish whether or not AA must be
undertaken. The conclusion of the Screening for AA process is that the Plan is not likely to result in
significant effects on any European site; consequently Stage 2 AA is demonstrated as not being required.

2.3 Screening Analysis

The analysis of the Plan is undertaken with reference to the main interactions with Strategic Environmental
Objectives® (SEOs). SEOs are detailed in full at Table 2.1. The range of interactions identified with symbols
are detailed on Table 2.2.

Using the SEO codes (Table 2.1) and interaction symbols (Table 2.2), Table 2.3 examines whether the Plan
would be likely to have significant environmental effects (and thus would warrant the undertaking of SEA).

Table 2.3 is supplemented by Table 2.4 which provides details on:

¢ A selection of likely significant effects of implementing the Plan, in combination with the wider
planning framework, if unmitigated;

o Key mitigation measure(s) that the type of projects referred to by the Plan will be required to
comply with as relevant; and

e A selection of residual non-significant adverse effects arising from the Plan, in combination with
the wider planning framework.

Effects encompass the full range of effects’, including those arising cumulatively — such as those potentially
arising as a result of interactions with other plans and programmes.

The examination of the Plan takes into account relevant criteria set out under Annex II of the SEA Directive
and Schedule 1 of the Regulations ‘Criteria for determining the likely significance of effects referred to in
Article 3(5)’(see Section 2.4).

5 Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora

6 Strategic Environmental Objectives (SEOs) are methodological measures developed from policies which generally govern environmental protection
objectives established at international, Community or Member State level and are used as standards against which the provisions of the Plan can be
considered in order to help identify whether any provisions would be likely to result in significant environmental effects.

7 These include secondary, cumulative, synergistic, short, medium and long-term permanent and temporary, positive and negative effects
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Table 2.1 Strategic Environmental Objectives

Environmental
Component

SEO
Code

Guiding Principle

Strategic Environmental Objectives

Biodiversity,
Flora and
Fauna

BFF

No net contribution to

biodiversity losses or |

deterioration

o To preserve, protect, maintain and, where appropriate, enhance the
terrestrial, aquatic and soil biodiversity, particularly EU designated sites and
protected species

« Ensure no adverse effects on the integrity of any European site, with regard
to its qualifying interests, associated conservation status, structure and
function

« Safeguard national, regional and local designated sites and supporting
features which function as stepping stones for migration, dispersal and
genetic exchange of wild species

« Enhance biodiversity in line with the National Biodiversity Strategy and its
targets

« To protect, maintain and conserve natural capital

| Population
and Human
Health

PHH

Improve quality of life
for all ages and
abilities based on high-
quality, serviced, well
connected and
sustainable residential,
working, educational
and recreational
environments

« Promote economic growth to encourage retention of working age
population and funding of sustainable development and environmental
protection and management

« Ensure that existing population and planned growth is matched with the

required public infrastructure and the required services

Safeguard citizens from environment-related pressures and risks to health

and well-being

Soil
Land)

{(and

Ensure the long-term
sustainable
management of land

Protect soils against pollution, and prevent degradation of the soil resource

« Promote the sustainable use of infill and brownfield sites over the use of
greenfield

« Safeguard areas of prime agricultural land and designated geological sites

" Water

Protection,
improvement
sustainable
management of the
water resource

and

Ensure that the status of water bodies is protected, maintained and
improved in line with the requirements of the Water Framework Directive
Ensure water resources are sustainably managed to deliver proposed
regional and City and County growth targets in the context of existing and
projected water supply and wastewater capacity constraints ensuring the
protection of receiving environments

Avoid inappropriate zoning and development in areas at risk of flooding and
areas that are vulnerable to current and future erosion, particularly coastal
areas

Integrate sustainable water management solutions (such as SuDS, porous
surfacing and green roofs) into development proposals

Material
Assets

MA

Sustainable and
efficient use of natural
resources

Optimise existing infrastructure and provide new infrastructure to match
population distribution proposals - this includes transport infrastructure
Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for
all which encourages a broad energy generation mix to ensure security of
supply — wind, solar, hydro, biomass, energy from waste and traditional
fossil fuels

Promote the circular economy, reduce waste, and increase energy
efficiencies

Ensure there is adequate sewerage and drainage infrastructure in place to
support new development

Reduce the energy demand from the transport sector and support moves
to electrification of road and rail transport modes

Encourage the transition to a zero-carbon economy by facilitating the
development of a grid infrastructure to support renewables and
international connectivity. Reduce the average energy consumption per
capita including promoting energy efficient buildings, retrofitting, smart-
buildings and grids

Air

Support clean air
policies that reduce
the impact of air
poliution on  the
environment and
public health

To avoid, prevent or reduce harmful effects on human heaith and the
environment as a whole resulting from emissions to air from all sectors with
particular reference to emissions from transport, residential heating,
industry and agriculture

Maintain and promote continuing improvement in air quality through the
reduction of emissions and promotion of renewable energy and energy
efficiency

Promote continuing improvement in air quality

Reduction of emissions of sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, volatile organic
compounds, ammonia and fine particulate matter which are responsible for
acidification, eutrophication and ground-level ozone pollution

Meet Air Quality Directive standards for the protection of human health —
Air Quality Directive

Significantly decrease noise pollution and move closer to WHO
recommended levels

CAAS
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Environmental | SEO | Guiding Principle Strategic Environmental Objectives
Component Code
Climatic C Achieving transition to | « To minimise emissions of greenhouse gasses
Factors a competitive, low | e Integrate sustainable design solutions into infrastructure (e.g. energy
carbon, climate- efficient buildings; green infrastructure)
resilient economy that | e Contribute towards the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions in line with
is cognisant of national targets
environmental impacts | « Promote development resilient to the effects of climate change
« Promote the use of renewable energy, energy efficient development and
increased use of public transport
Cultural CH Safeguard cultural | Protect places, features, buildings and landscapes of cultural, archaeological
Heritage heritage features and | or architectural heritage
their settings through
responsible design and
positioning of
development ‘
| Landscape L Protect and enhance | To implement the Development Plan’s framework for identification,
the landscape | assessment, protection, management and planning of landscapes having
character regard to the European Landscape Convention

Table 2.2 Main Interactions and associated Symbols

Symbol

Main Interactions Identified

+ Significant beneficial environmental effects are already present under the existing planning framework. Likely significant
effects would not result from the Plan.

- Potentially significant adverse effects, if unmitigated, are already present under the existing planning framework and
have already been envisaged and mitigated by the relevant assessments. Likely significant effects would not result
from the Plan.

*

Please also refer to Section 2.2
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Screening for SEA Report

2.4 Criteria under Annex II of the SEA Directive!?
PART 1

1. The characteristics of the plan having regard, in particular, to: the degree to which the plan
sets a framework for projects and other activities, either with regard to the location, nature,
size and operating conditions or by allocating resources

The Limerick City and County Tourism Plan represents a whole of organisation approach for tourism that
takes into account the existing planning framework for tourism. The Plan examines the opportunities to
deliver, in line with the Limerick Development Plan, on the aims and ambitions of the tourism industry,
grow the appeal of Limerick as an international visitor destination and meet the needs of Limerick’s visitors.

The Plan is situated alongside the hierarchy of statutory documents that forms the decision-making and
consent-granting framework, including the First Revision of the National Planning Framework, the Southern
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and associated Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan
and the Limerick Development Plan, all of which have been subject to legislative requirements relating to
public consultation and environmental assessment/screening for environmental assessment. As such, the
Plan is wholly subject to the requirements of the provisions set out in these documents throughout the
implementation of the Plan, including provisions relating to sustainable development, environmental
protection, and environmental management that have been integrated into these documents, and does not
introduce any alterations or additions to those provisions. Implementation of the Plan will comply with
measures from the Development Plan and from Failte Ireland’s Regional Development Strategies for the
Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands (including those identified in Table 2.4 of this Screening
for SEA report).

The Plan compiles measures that are already integrated into the existing decision-making and consent-
granting framework and have already been subject to environmental assessment. Detail or measures that
go beyond existing measures should be regarded either as context-setting text or as suggestions that may
or may not be considered for integration into the relevant level of the decision-making and consent-granting
framework — namely the Development Plan. The Plan does not provide consent or establish a framework
for granting consent and does not contribute towards a framework for granting consent. The Plan is not
binding on consent-related decisions. The Plan does not introduce rules, limits, or other criteria to be used
in development management.

In order to be realised, the types of projects referred to in the Plan will have to comply, as relevant, with
various legislation, policies, plans and programmes (including requirements for lower-tier environmental
assessment and other licensing requirements as appropriate) that form the statutory decision-making and
consent-granting framework.

Taking the above and the other SEA screening assessment considerations provided under Section 2.3 into
account, arising from the degree to which the Plan would set a framework for projects and other activities,
the Plan would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects.

2. The characteristics of the plan having regard, in particular, to: the degree to which the plan
influences other plans, including those in a hierarchy

The Plan is situated alongside the hierarchy of statutory documents that forms the decision-making and
consent-granting framework, including the First Revision of the National Planning Framework, the Southern
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and associated Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan
and the Limerick Development Plan, all of which have been subject to legislative requirements relating to
public consultation and environmental assessment/screening for environmental assessment. As such, the
Plan is wholly subject to the requirements of the provisions set out in these documents throughout the
implementation of the Plan, including provisions relating to sustainable development, environmental

10 Schedule 1 of the Regulations
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protection, and environmental management that have been integrated into these documents, and does not
introduce any alterations or additions to those provisions. Implementation of the Plan will comply with
measures from the Development Plan and from Féilte Ireland’s Regional Development Strategies for the
Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands (including those identified in Table 2.4 of this Screening
for SEA report).

The Plan compiles measures that are already integrated into the existing decision-making and consent-
granting framework and have aiready been subject to environmental assessment. Detail or measures that
go beyond existing measures should be regarded either as context-setting text or as suggestions that may
or may not be considered for integration into the relevant level of the decision-making and consent-granting
framework — namely the Development Plan. The Plan does not provide consent or establish a framework
for granting consent and does not contribute towards a framework for granting consent. The Plan is not
binding on consent-related decisions. The Plan does not introduce rules, limits, or other criteria to be used
in development management.

In order to be realised, the types of projects referred to in the Plan will have to comply, as relevant, with
various legislation, policies, plans and programmes (including requirements for lower-tier environmental
assessment and other licensing requirements as appropriate) that form the statutory decision-making and
consent-granting framework.

Taking the above and the other SEA screening assessment considerations provided under Section 2.3 into
account, arising from the degree to which the Plan would influence other plans, the Plan would not be
likely to result in significant environmental effects.

3. The characteristics of the plan having regard, in particular, to: the relevance of the plan for
the integration of environmental considerations in particular with a view to promoting
sustainable development

The Plan is situated alongside the hierarchy of statutory documents that forms the decision-making and
consent-granting framework, including the First Revision of the National Planning Framework, the Southern
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and associated Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan
and the Limerick Development Plan, all of which have been subject to legislative requirements relating to
public consultation and environmental assessment/screening for environmental assessment. As such, the
Plan is wholly subject to the requirements of the provisions set out in these documents throughout the
implementation of the Plan, including provisions relating to sustainable development, environmental
protection, and environmental management that have been integrated into these documents, and does not
introduce any alterations or additions to those provisions. Implementation of the Plan will comply with
measures from the Development Plan and from Failte Ireland’s Regional Development Strategies for the
Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands (including those identified in Table 2.4 of this Screening
for SEA report).

The Plan compiles measures that are already integrated into the existing decision-making and consent-
granting framework and have aiready been subject to environmental assessment. Detail or measures that
go beyond existing measures should be regarded either as context-setting text or as suggestions that may
or may not be considered for integration into the relevant level of the decision-making and consent-granting
framework — namely the Development Plan, The Plan does not provide consent or establish a framework
for granting consent and does not contribute towards a framework for granting consent. The Plan is not
binding on consent-related decisions. The Plan does not introduce rules, limits, or other criteria to be used
in development management.

In order to be realised, the types of projects referred to in the Plan will have to comply, as relevant, with
various legislation, policies, plans and programmes (including requirements for lower-tier environmental
assessment and other licensing requirements as appropriate) that form the statutory decision-making and
consent-granting framework.

Taking the above and the other SEA screening assessment considerations provided under Section 2.3 into
account, arising from the degree to which the Plan would be relevant for the integration of environmental
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considerations with a view to promoting sustainable development, the Plan would not be likely to result in
significant environmental effects.

4. The characteristics of the plan having regard, in particular, to: environmental problems
relevant to the plan

Environmental problems arise where there is a conflict between current environmental conditions and
legislative targets. Through its provisions relating to environmental protection and management, the
existing planning framework contributes towards ensuring that environmental conditions do not get worse.
As identified in the Plan, in order to be realised, the types of projects referred to in the Plan will have to
comply, as relevant, with various legislation, policies, plans and programmes (including requirements for
lower-tier environmental assessment and other licensing requirements as appropriate) that form the
statutory decision-making and consent-granting framework. This includes provisions relating to sustainable
development, environmental protection and environmental management that have been integrated into
these documents, Implementation of the Plan will comply with measures from the Limerick Development
Plan (including those identified in Table 2.4 of this Screening for SEA report).

Taking the above and the other SEA screening assessment considerations provided under Section 2.3 into
account, arising from environmental problems relevant to the Plan, the Plan would not be likely to result in
significant environmental effects.

5. The characteristics of the plan having regard, in particular, to: the relevance of the plan for
the implementation of European Union legislation on the environment (e.g. plans linked to
waste-management or water protection)

The Limerick City and County Tourism Plan represents a whole of organisation approach for tourism that
takes into account the existing planning framework for tourism. The Plan examines the opportunities to
deliver, in line with the Limerick Development Plan, on the aims and ambitions of the tourism industry,
grow the appeal of Limerick as an international visitor destination and meet the needs of Limerick’s visitors.

The Plan is situated alongside the hierarchy of statutory documents that forms the decision-making and
consent-granting framework, including the First Revision of the National Planning Framework, the Southern
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and associated Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan
and the Limerick Development Plan, all of which have been subject to legislative requirements relating to
public consultation and environmental assessment/screening for environmental assessment. As such, the
Plan is wholly subject to the requirements of the provisions set out in these documents throughout the
implementation of the Plan, including provisions relating to sustainable development, environmental
protection, and environmental management that have been integrated into these documents, and does not
introduce any alterations or additions to those provisions. Implementation of the Plan will comply with
measures from the Development Plan and from Failte Ireland’s Regional Development Strategies for the
Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands (including those identified in Table 2.4 of this Screening
for SEA report).

The Plan compiles measures that are already integrated into the existing decision-making and consent-
granting framework and have already been subject to environmental assessment. Detail or measures that
go beyond existing measures should be regarded either as context-setting text or as suggestions that may
or may not be considered for integration into the relevant level of the decision-making and consent-granting
framework — namely the Development Plan. The Plan does not provide consent or establish a framework
for granting consent and does not contribute towards a framework for granting consent. The Plan is not
binding on consent-related decisions. The Plan does not introduce rules, limits, or other criteria to be used
in development management.

In order to be realised, the types of projects referred to in the Plan will have to comply, as relevant, with
vatious legislation, policies, plans and programmes (including requirements for lower-tier environmental
assessment and other licensing requirements as appropriate) that form the statutory decision-making and
consent-granting framework.
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Taking the above and the other SEA screening assessment considerations provided under Section 2.3 into
account, arising from the relevance of the Plan for the implementation of European Union legislation on
the environment, the Plan would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects.

PART 2

1. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
particular, to: the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects

The Plan would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects (see responses provided under
Part 1 above and the assessment provided under Section 2.3).

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
particular, to: the cumulative nature of the effects

The Plan would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects (see responses provided under
Part 1 above and the assessment provided under Section 2.3).

3. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
particular, to: the transboundary nature of the effects

The Plan would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects (see responses provided under
Part 1 above and the assessment provided under Section 2.3).

4. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
particular, to: the risks to human health or the environment (e.g. due to accidents)

The Plan would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects (see responses provided under
Part 1 above and the assessment provided under Section 2.3).

5. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
particular, to: the magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of
the population likely to be affected)

The Plan would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects (see responses provided under
Part 1 above and the assessment provided under Section 2.3).

6. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
particular, to: the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to:

a) special natural characteristics or cultural heritage;
The Plan would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects (see responses
provided under Part 1 above and the assessment provided under Section 2.3).

b) exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values, and;
The Plan would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects (see responses
provided under Part 1 above and the assessment provided under Section 2.3).

<) intensive land-use.
The Plan would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects (see responses
provided under Part 1 above and the assessment provided under Section 2.3).

7. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in
particular, to: the effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national, European
Union or international protection status

The Plan would not be likely to result in significant environmental effects (see responses provided under
Part 1 above and the assessment provided under Section 2.3).
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Section 3 Conclusion

Screening is the process for deciding whether a particular plan or programme, or strategy, other than those
for which SEA is mandatory, would be likely to have significant environmental effects, and would thus
warrant SEA. The purpose of this report is to inform: whether the Draft Tourism Plan would, or would not,
be likely to have significant environmental effects, taking into account relevant criteria set out under the
SEA Directive and transposing Regulations!!; and therefore would, or would not, necessitate the
undertaking of SEA.

This Screening for SEA Report has examined the Draft Plan, including against relevant criteria set out in
Annex 11 'Criteria for determining the likely significance of effects referred to in Article 3(5)’ of the SEA
Directive [Schedule 1 of the European Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and
Programmes) Regulations 2004, as amended]. Taking into account this examination, the findings of which
are provided in this report, it is advised that the Plan would not be likely to result in significant
environmental effects.

The Plan is situated alongside the hierarchy of statutory documents that forms the decision-making and
consent-granting framework, including the First Revision of the National Planning Framework, the Southern
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and associated Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan
and the Limerick Development Plan, all of which have been subject to legislative requirements relating to
public consultation and environmental assessment/screening for environmental assessment. As such, the
Plan is wholly subject to the requirements of the provisions set out in these documents throughout the
implementation of the Plan, including provisions relating to sustainable development, environmental
protection, and environmental management that have been integrated into these documents, and does not
introduce any alterations or additions to those provisions. Implementation of the Plan will comply with
measures from the Development Plan and from Failte Ireland’s Regional Development Strategies for the
Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands.

The Plan compiles measures that are already integrated into the existing decision-making and consent-
granting framework and have already been subject to environmental assessment. Detail or measures that
go beyond existing measures should be regarded either as context-setting text or as suggestions that may
or may not be considered for integration into the relevant level of the decision-making and consent-granting
framework — namely the Development Plan. The Plan does not provide consent or establish a framework
for granting consent and does not contribute towards a framework for granting consent. The Plan is not
binding on consent-related decisions. The Plan does not introduce rules, limits, or other criteria to be used
in development management.,

In order to be realised, the types of projects referred to in the Plan will have to comply, as relevant, with
various legislation, policies, plans and programmes (including requirements for lower-tier environmental
assessment and other licensing requirements as appropriate) that form the statutory decision-making and
consent-granting framework.,

Taking into account all of the above (refer also to Table 2.4 and Appendix I) it is demonstrated that:
significant beneficial environmental effects are present already under the existing planning framework and
would not result from the Plan; and potentially significant adverse effects, if unmitigated, are present
already under the existing planning framework, have already been envisaged and mitigated by the relevant
assessments and would not result from the Plan. Consequently, it is advised that the Plan would not result
in likely significant environmental effects and does not necessitate the undertaking of SEA.

This Screening for SEA Report is referred to the Council for a Screening for SEA Determination.

1t Eyropean Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) Regulations 2004 (SI No. 435 of 2004) amended by the
European Communities (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) (Amendment) Regulations 2011 (SI No. 200 of 2011)
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