Screening for Appropriate Assessment {AA) Determination
for the
Draft Limerick City and County Tourism Plan 2025-2030

This determination whether the Draft Limerick City and County Tourism Plan 2025-2030, also referred
to as the referred to as “the Draft Plan” and “the Plan”, to be adopted, would or would not necessitate
the undertaking of Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment (AA) under Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the
Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (as amended) and the European
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (as amended).

An accompanying Screening for AA Report has been prepared to inform this determination. As
identified in that report:

¢  Following the source-pathway-receptor model, the Qls, SCIs and Conservation Objectives of the relevant European
sites were assessed in the context of the provisions of the Draft Plan. As part of the screening assessment, all plans
and projects within the area to which the Draft Plan relates and receiving environment have been considered in
combination with any and all lower tier plans and projects, including those that may arise due to the
implementation of the Draft Plan. No source(s) for likely significant effect on any European site assessed were
identified to result from the implementation of the Draft Plan.

e  The Plan is situated alongside the hierarchy of statutory documents that forms the decision-making and consent-
granting framewaork, including the First Revision of the National Planning Framework, the Southern Regional Spatial
and Economic Strategy and associated Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan and the Limerick
Development Plan, all of which have been subject to legislative requirements relating to public consultation and
environmental assessment/screening for environmental assessment. As such, the Plan is wholly subject to the
requirements of the provisions set out in these documents throughout the implementation of the Plan, including
provisions relating to sustainable development, environmental protection, and environmental management that
have been integrated into these documents, and does not introduce any alterations or additions to those
provisions. Implementation of the Plan will comply with measures from the Development Plan and from Fdilte
Ireland’s Regional Development Strategies for the Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands.

e  The Plan compiles measures that are already integrated into the existing decision-making and consent-granting
framework and have already been subject to environmental assessment. Detail or measures that go beyond
existing measures should be regarded either as context-setting text or as suggestions that may or may not be
considered for integration into the relevant level of the decision-making and consent-granting framework — namely
the Development Plan. The Plan does not provide consent or establish a framework for granting consent and does
not contribute towards a framework for granting consent. The Plan is not binding on consent-related decisions.
The Plan does not introduce rules, limits, or other criteria to be used in development management.

e Inorder to be realised, the types of projects referred to in the Plan will have to comply, as relevant, with various
legislation, policies, plans and programmes (including requirements for lower-tier environmental assessment and
other licensing requirements as appropriate) that form the statutory decision-making and consent-granting
framework.

s Thus, it is concluded in this Screening for AA Report to inform the competent authorities carrying out the AA
Screening, that the Draft Plan is not foreseen to have any likelihood for any significant effect on any European site,
alone or in combination with other plans or projects — and any likelihood for significant effect to any European site
as a result of implementing Draft Plan can be ruled out.

e This evaluation is made in view of the Conservation Objectives of the Qls and SCis for which these sites have been
designated. Consequently, Stage Two AA (including the preparation of a Natura Impact Statement) is not required.

The undersigned, having carefully considered the information referred to above agrees with and
adopts the reasoning and conclusion presented above and in the “Screening for Appropriate
Assessment Report”. The undersigned hereby determines that the Draft Limerick City and County
Tourism Plan 2025-2030 to be adopted is not likely to result in significant effects on European sites,
alone or in combination with any other plans, programmes, and projects etc. Consequently, Stage Two
AA (including the preparation of a Natura Impact Statement} is not required.

™

Signatory: |
$
Date: g:k\.
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Screening for AA Report

Section1 Introduction

1.1 Background

This Screening for AA report has been prepared for the Draft Limerick City and County Tourism Plan
2025-2030, also referred to as “the Draft Plan” and “the Plan” in accordance with the requirements of
Article 6(3) of Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna
and Flora (as amended) (hereafter referred to as the “Habitats Directive”).

This report is part of the ongoing AA process that is being undertaken alongside the preparation of the
Draft Plan, and will be considered, alongside other documentation prepared as part of this process, at
adoption of the Draft Plan.

1.2 Legislative Context

The Habitats Directive provides legal protection for habitats and species of European importance. The
overall aim of the Habitats Directive is to maintain or restore the “favourable conservation status” of
habitats and species of European Community Interest. These habitats and species are listed in the
Habitats and Birds Directives (Council Directive 2009/147/EC on the conservation of wild birds) with
Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs) designated to afford
protection to the most vulnerable of them. These two designations are collectively known as European
sites and Natura 2000.

AA is required under articles 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats Directive, as transposed into Irish legislation
by the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (as amended) and the
Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). AA is an assessment of the potential for adverse
effects of a plan or project, in combination with other plans or projects, on the integrity of a European
site, in view of the conservation objectives. European sites are either SACs and SPAs and provide for
the protection and long-term survival of Europe’s most valuable species and habitats.

1.3 The AA Process

The initial test in the AA process is to ascertain whether the Draft Plan is directly connected with or
necessary to the management of European sites. If the Plan is not directly connected with or necessary
for the management of European sites, then it will proceed to the first stage of the AA process.
Subsequently, there are four main stages in the AA process as follow:

Stage One: Screening

The process that identifies the likely impacts upon a European site of a project or plan, either
alone or in combination with other projects or plans and considers whether these impacts are
likely to be significant.

Stage Two: Appropriate Assessment

The consideration of the identified impact and their effects on the integrity of the European
site of the project or plan, either alone or in combination with other projects or plans, with
respect to the site’s structure and function and in view of its Conservation Objectives.
Additionally, where there are adverse impacts, an assessment of the potential mitigation of
those impacts. If adequate mitigation is proposed to ensure no significant adverse impacts on
European sites, then the process may end at this stage. However, if the likelihood of significant
impacts remains, then the process must proceed to Stage Three,

Stage Three: Assessment of Alternative Solutions
The process that examines alternative ways of achieving the objectives of the project or plan
that avoids adverse impacts on the integrity of the European site,

Stage Four: Assessment where no alternative solutions exist and where adverse
impacts remain



An assessment of compensatory measures where, in the light of an assessment of imperative
reasons of overriding public interest (IROPI), it is deemed that the project or plan should
proceed.

The Habitats Directive promotes a hierarchy of avoidance, mitigation and compensatory measures. This
approach aims to avoid any impacts on European sites by identifying possible impacts early in the Draft
Plan-making process and avoiding such impacts. Second, the approach involves the application of
mitigation measures, if necessary, during the AA process to the point where no adverse impacts on the
site(s) remain. If adverse impacts on European sites remain, the approach requires the consideration
of alternative solutions. If no alternative solutions are identified and the Draft Plan/project is required
for imperative reasons of overriding public interest, then compensation measures are required for any
remaining adverse effect(s).

1.3.1 Is the Draft Plan Necessary to the Management of European Sites?

The overarching aim of the Draft Plan is not the nature conservation management of the sites, but to
represent a whole of organisation approach for tourism that takes into account the existing planning
framework for tourism. The Plan examines the opportunities to deliver, in line with the Limerick
Development Plan, on the aims and ambitions of the tourism industry, grow the appeal of Limerick as
an international visitor destination and meet the needs of Limerick’s visitors. Therefore, the Draft Plan
is not considered to be directly connected with or necessary to the management of European sites and
must proceed to Stage 1 AA - Screening for Appropriate Assessment.

1.4 Methods

1.4.1 Ecological desktop study

This Screening for AA is based on best scientific knowledge and ecological expertise, and is supported
by desktop research on national databases including the National Biodiversity Data Centre?, the National
Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS)? and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)® mapping websites
(including data collected for the most recent Article 12 and 17 conservation status reporting cycle,
2019).

The ecological desktop study completed for this Screening for AA of the Draft Plan, comprised the
following elements:

+ Identification of European sites within 15 km of the Draft Plan boundary.

«  Examination of European sites hydrologically linked (via direct surface water connection or shared groundwater body)
or other ecological links beyond 15 km of the Draft Plan boundary.

e Examination of the NPWS Qualifying Interests (for SACs), Special Conservation Interests (for SPAs) and Conservation
Objectives for the above identified sites with potential pathways to the Draft Plan area.

«  Examination of available additiona! information on protected and or designated species as relevant/necessary.

1.4.2 Source-pathway-receptor model and potential effects

The examination of the Draft Plan for potential effects on European sites is conducted following a
standard source-pathway-receptor model, where in order for a potential for effect to be identified, all
three elements of this mechanism must be in place. Examples of a source, a pathway and a receptor
are:

» Source(s) - e.g., pollutant run-off from subject development

> Pathway(s) — e.g., groundwater connecting to nearby qualifying wetland habitats and,

» Receptor(s) — e.g., qualifying habitats and species of European sites

As per the above examples, a source is any identifiable element of the Draft Plan that may interact with
ecological processes of European sites. A pathway is any connection between the source and the
receptor. A receptor is a Qualifying Interest or Special Conservation Interests of the European site being
examined, or an ecological feature that is known to be utilised by, or provide support to, the Qualifying
Interests or Special Conservation Interests of a European site.

1 Available at: hitps://maps.biodiversityireland.ie/
2 Available at: https://www.npws.ie/pratected-sites and https://dahg.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=8f7060450de3485falc1085536d477ba
3 Available at: https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/
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When all three elements of the model are in place, a potential effect is identified. The potential effect
is then examined further to determine whether or not it presents a /ikefihood of significant effect> on
a European site. This is carried out by assessing objective information such as: the nature of the source;
the nature of the pathway; the distances involved; the QIs/SCIs involved and their threats, pressures
and sensitivities; and, consulting best scientific evidence/literature when required. As such, the
presence of all three elements and the identification of a potential effect, does not automatically
constitute the likelihood of significant effect to a European site, and is context dependent. However,
the absence or removal of one of the elements of the mechanism is sufficient to conclude that there is
no potential effect(s) and thus no likelihood for significant effects.

The Draft Plan is also examined in-combination with other plans and programmes to assess whether
there are sources for in-combination effects as a result of the implementation of the Draft Plan.

Where a likelihood for significant effects to any European site is deemed to be present following the
application of this model, then the Draft Plan must proceed to Stage Two AA, including the production
of a Natura Impact Statement, with accompanying mitigation measures addressing the significant
effects identified at screening, in order to prevent adverse effects to the QIs/SCIs of the European sites
identified. This evaluation has been made in view of the Conservation Objectives of the habitats or
species, for which the relevant European sites have been designated.

1.4.3 Identification of European sites

This is conducted via the application of the source-pathway-receptor (SPR) model (described in Section
1.4.2) to identify the European sites with potential for effects. The use of an initial 15 km buffer zone
can also aid in the scoping stages, when applying the SPR model.

Upon application of the SPR model, any additional European sites with ecological connectivity to the
Draft Plan area that identified beyond that 15 km initial buffer (i.e., downstream connectivity), are also
included for assessment. Subsequently, the “Qualifying Interests” {(QIs) (i.e., habitats and species of
conservation concern for which Special Areas of Conservation are designated), and/or “Special
Conservation Interests” (SCIs), (i.e., bird species of conservation concern for which Special Areas of
Conservation are designated) of each European site identified are examined, and their respective
“Conservation Objectives” (COs) consulted.

The COs focus on maintaining the favourable conservation condition of the QIs/SCIs of each European
site and form the basis for the assessment of significant effects. The threats to the
ecological/environmental conditions that are required to support the QIs and SCIs are also considered
as part of the assessment., Supporting information on QlIs, SCIs, site-specific sensitivities and
information on Ireland’s Article 17 Reports to the European Commission® of the European sites
considered are provided in Appendix I of this report. Additional supporting information for each
European site, such as site synopses and Natura 2000 standard data forms’, are considered where
required.

The following NPWS First Order Site-Specific Conservation Objectives (SSCOs) have been considered in

the screening where relevant:
. For SACs, to maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the Annex I habitat(s) and/or the Annex II
species for which the SAC has been selected; and

e  For SPAs, to maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird species listed as Special Conservation
Interests for this SPA.

Where available, SSCOs that have been designed to define favourable conservation status for a specific
habitat or species have been examined (see Section 3 below). A complete dataset of the QIs and SCIs,
and their respective threats and pressures’, of the European sites assessed in this report is included in
Appendix I and was utilised throughout this report.

4*Likely” defied by the QPR Practice Note PNO1 on Appropriate Assessment Screening for Development Management (2021) as the: “risk or possibility of effects occurring
that cannot be ruled out based on objective information.”

5 With regard to Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive

6 NPWS (2019). The Status of EU Protected Habitats and Species in Ireland.

7 Sourced from the NPWS. Available here.

CAAS
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1.4.4 Assessment of potential significant effects

All Draft Plan provisions are considered in the assessment with respect to potential sources for
significant effects on the QIs and SCIs of European sites. This is carried out by considering the
sensitivities and threats and pressures of each of the QIs and SCIs in relation to all potential sources
for effects, and potential pathways for such effects identified from the SPR model. Subsequently, where
sources and pathways for effects are identified, potential significant effects will be assessed in relation
to the COs, and thereafter any likelihood for significant effects®, or absence thereof, is identified.

1.4.5 Characterising Potential Significant Effects
The following parameters and descriptors can be used when describing impacts and characterising
resulting significant effects to European sites (in view of their Conservation Objectives)’:

Direct and Indirect Impacts - An impact can be caused either as a direct or as an indirect consequence of a Plan/Project.
Magnitude - Magnitude measures the size of an impact, which is described as high, medium, low, very low or negligible.
Extent - The area over that the impact occurs — this should be predicted in a quantified manner.
Duration - The time that the effect is expected to last prior to recovery or replacement of the resource or feature:

»  Temporary: Up to 1 Year,

»  Short Term: The effects would take 1-7 years to be mitigated,

e Medium Term: The effects would take 7-15 years to be mitigated,

« Long Term: The effects would take 15-60 years to be mitigated, and

e Permanent: The effects would take 60+ years to be mitigated.
Likelihood — The probability of the effect occurring taking into account all available information:

e  Certain/Near Certain: >95% chance of occurring as predicted,

s  Probable: 50-95% chance as occurring as predicted,

»  Unlikely: 5-50% chance as occurring as predicted, and

«  Extremely Unlikely: <5% chance as occurring as predicted.
Ecologically Significant Impact - An impact (negative or positive) on the integrity of a defined site or ecosystem and/for
the conservation status of habitats or species within a given geographic area.
Integrity of a Site - The coherence of its ecological structure and function, across its whole area, which enables it to sustain
the habitat, complex of habitats and/or the levels of populations of the species for which it was classified.

1.4.6 Relevant guidance

This report has been prepared by also taking into account the following guidance documents:

«  Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland. Guidance for Planning Authorities, Department of the
Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 2009,

«  “Commission Notice: Managing Natura 2000 sites — The provisions of Article 6 of the *Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC”,
European Commission 2018,

o Assessment of plans and projects in relation to Natura 2000 sites — Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article
6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC, European Commission Notice, Journal of the European Union, 2021,
and,

e Practice Note PNO1: Appropriate Assessment Screening for Development Management, Office of the Planning
Regulator, 2021.

8 With regard to Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive, and the precautionary principle (C127/02 Waddenzee)

9 These descriptions are informed by relevant guidelines including: Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management (2018) Guidelines for Ecological Impact
Assessment in the LUK and Ireland. Version 1.2; Environmental Protection Agency (2002) Guidelines on the Information to be contained in Environmental Impact Statements;
and, National Roads Authority (2009) Guidelines for Assessment of Ecological Impacts of National Roads Schemes.



Section 2 Description of the Draft Tourism Plan

As the competent authority, Limerick City and County Council has prepared the Draft Tourism Plan?®,

Tourism across Limerick supports 6,500 jobs generating in excess of €300 million annually in visitor
revenue for the local economy. Over the coming years, Limerick will be presented to a global audience
as host to the Ryder Cup. It provides an international platform to show the world how the distinctive
Limerick welcome is delivered. The event legacy focus is built on the foundations of community and
hospitality, quality of place and the delivery of an outstanding Limerick experience. The Council intends
to show the global audience what gives Limerick its competitive and creative edge.

The Limerick City and County Tourism Plan represents a whole of organisation approach for tourism
that takes into account the existing planning framework for tourism. The Plan examines the
opportunities to deliver, in line with the Limerick Development Plan, on the aims and ambitions of the
tourism industry, grow the appeal of Limerick as an international visitor destination and meet the needs
of Limerick’s visitors.

The Plan comprises a series of actions under headings including:

Limerick for tourism — collaboration
Destination marketing

Scale signature aftractions
Destination placemaking
Community tourism impact

Linking the City and County

Event destination

Outdoor experiences

Unique limerick experiences
Sustainability — Green DNA

The Plan is situated alongside the hierarchy of statutory documents that forms the decision-making and
consent-granting framework, including the First Revision of the National Planning Framework, the
Southern Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and associated Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Area
Strategic Plan and the Limerick Development Plan, all of which have been subject to legislative
requirements relating to public consultation and environmental assessment/screening for environmental
assessment. As such, the Plan is wholly subject to the requirements of the provisions set out in these
documents throughout the implementation of the Plan, including provisions relating to sustainable
development, environmental protection, and environmental management that have been integrated
into these documents, and does not introduce any alterations or additions to those provisions.

The Plan compiles measures that are already integrated into the existing decision-making and consent-
granting framework and have already been subject to environmental assessment. Detail or measures
that go beyond existing measures should be regarded either as context-setting text or as a suggestion
that may or may not be considered for integration into the relevant level of the decision-making and
consent-granting framework — namely the Development Plan.

The Plan does not provide consent or establish a framework for granting consent and does not
contribute towards a framework for granting consent. The Plan is not binding on consent-related
decisions. The Plan does not introduce rules, limits, or other criteria to be used in development
management,

In order to be realised, the types of projects referred to in the Plan will have to comply, as relevant,
with various legislation, policies, plans and programmes (including requirements for lower-tier
environmental assessment and other licensing requirements as appropriate) that form the statutory
decision-making and consent-granting framework,

19 For more detail refer to the Plan document.
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Section 3 Screening for Appropriate Assessment

3.1 Introduction

This stage of the AA process identifies any likely significant effects to European sites resulting from a
project or plan, either alone or in combination with other projects or plans, in the absence of any
mitigation measures intended to reduce or prevent effects.

3.2 Potential Effects of the Draft Plan

The Draft Plan provisions are examined for the presence of any potential effects, and whether these
may then result in a likelihood of significant effects with respect to the relevant guidelines and utilising
the source-pathway-receptor model (as described in Section 1.4.2).

In addition, the European Commission Environment DG document "Assessment of plans and projects
significantly affecting Natura 2000 sites: Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and
(4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC” details the following activities which could also present sources
for potential effects, and these are also considered when examining the nature and context of the Draft
Plan:

Land take

Emissions (Disposal to Land, Water or Air)
Disturbance

Excavation Requirements

Transportation Requirements

Duration of Construction, Operation, Decommissioning

The types of projects referred to in the Plan would present sources with pathways for potential effects
to European sites as follows:

o Increased levels of tourism could lead to development such as renovation work to existing structures or construction
of new infrastructure such as carparks etc. which could result in potential construction phase effects such as habitat
loss, air and noise pollution, disturbance effects and hydrological interactions through surface hydrological connectivity
and/or shared groundwater sources.

e Loading pressures from the operational phase of developments — these sources could result in habitat
loss/fragmentation, air and noise pollution, disturbance effects and interactions with water quality (surface and/or
groundwater); and

« Increases in visitor numbers to ecologically sensitive areas during the operational phase of developments which have
potential to introduce sources for significant effects, such as recreational and tourism developments.

However:

e The Plan is situated alongside the hierarchy of statutory documents that forms the decision-making and consent-
granting framework, including the First Revision of the National Planning Framework, the Southern Regional Spatial
and Economic Strategy and associated Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Area Strategic Plan and the Limerick
Development Plan, all of which have been subject to legislative requirements relating to public consultation and
environmental assessment/screening for environmental assessment. As such, the Plan is wholly subject to the
requirements of the provisions set out in these documents throughout the implementation of the Plan, including
provisions relating to sustainable development, environmental protection, and environmental management that have
been integrated into these documents, and does not introduce any alterations or additions to those provisions.
Implementation of the Plan will comply with measures from the Development Plan and from Failte Ireland’s Regional
Development Strategies for the Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands (including those identified in the
accompanying Screening for SEA report).

« The Plan compiles measures that are already integrated into the existing decision-making and consent-granting
framework and have already been subject to environmental assessment. Detail or measures that go beyond existing
measures should be regarded either as context-setting text or as suggestions that may or may not be considered for
integration into the relevant level of the decision-making and consent-granting framework — namely the Development
Plan. The Plan does not provide consent or establish a framework for granting consent and does not contribute towards
a framework for granting consent. The Plan is not binding on consent-related decisions. The Plan does not introduce
rules, limits, or other criteria to be used in development management.

» In order to be realised, the types of projects referred to in the Plan will have to comply, as relevant, with various
legislation, policies, plans and programmes (including requirements for lower-tier environmental assessment and other
licensing requirements as appropriate) that form the statutory decision-making and consent-granting framework.
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Considering the above, and the known threats and pressures relating to the Qualifying Interests and
Special Conservation Interests of the European sites assessed, in view of their Conservation Objectives
(refer also to Table 3.1); the Plan does not present any source for effect on any European site that has
a pathway with a likelihood for a significant effect on any European site, that was not already
considered by the Limerick Development Plan and the Regional Tourism Development Strategies for
the Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands and their associated Stage 2 AA processes.

3.3 Identification of Relevant European Sites

Utilising the methodology described in Section 1.4, the European sites that occur within the 15 km
radius of the area to which the Draft Plan relates are identified as part of initial scoping. Thereafter, in
applying the SPR model, and considering the nature of the Draft Plan and the potential sources for
effect identified in Section 3.2 above; SACs and/SPAs that have surface hydrological connectivity with,
and/or occur within the same groundwater body!! as the Draft Plan boundary!? (such European sites
can also occur beyond the 15 km radius) were also identified. The resultant sites are mapped in Figure
3.1, Figure 3.2 and Figure 3.3.

The Conservation Objective documents, of the resultant European sites that have been identified for
assessment in this report, that were considered in this report, are listed below:

NPWS (2019) Conservation Objectives for Moanour Mountain SAC [IE0002257] Version 1.

NPWS (2017} Conservation Objectives for Lower River Suir SAC [IE0002137] Version 1.

NPWS (2018) Conservation Objectives for Danes Hole, Poulnalecka SAC [IEG000030] Version 1.

NPWS (2018) Conservation Objectives for Kilkishen House SAC [IE0002319] Version 1.

NPWS (2018) Conservation Objectives for Knockanira House SAC [IE0002318] Version 1.

NPWS (2024) Conservation Objectives for Blackwater Callows SPA [IE0004094] Version 1.

NPWS (2018) Conservation Objectives for Poulnagordon Cave (Quin) SAC [IE0000064] Version 1.
NPWS (2018) Conservation Objectives for Newhall and Edenvale Complex SAC [IE0002091] Version 1.
NPWS (2022) Conservation Objectives for Slieve Aughty Mountains SPA [IE0004168] Version 1.

NPWS (2019) Conservation Objectives for Loughatorick South Bog SAC [IE0000308] Version 1.

NPWS (2019) Conservation Objectives for Glendree Bog SAC [IEG001912] Version 1.

NPWS (2025) Conservation Objectives for Kerry Head SPA [IE0004189] Version 1.

NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives for Pollagoona Bog SAC [IE0002126] Version 1.

NPWS (2018) Conservation Objectives for Philipston Marsh SAC [IE0001847] Version 1.

NPWS (2015) Conservation Objectives for Moanveanlagh Bog SAC [IE0002351] Version 1.

NPWS (2025) Conservation Objectives for Loop Head SPA [IE0004119] Version 1.

NPWS (2012) Conservation Objectives for Blackwater Estuary SPA [IEQ004028] Version 1.

NPWS (2018) Conservation Objectives for Glenomra Wood SAC [IE0001013] Version 1.

NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives for Keeper Hill SAC [IE0001197] Version 1.

NPWS (2025) Conservation Objectives for River Barrow and River Nore SAC [IE0002162] Version 2.
NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Anglesey Road SAC [IE0002125] Version 1.

NPWS (2025) Conservation Objectives for Kilcolman Bog SPA [IE0004095] Version 1.

NPWS (2016} Conservation Objectives for Slieve Bernagh Bog SAC [IE0002312] Version 1.

NPWS (2024) Conservation Objectives for Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA [IE0004058] Version 1.

NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives for Silvermines Mountains West SAC [IEQ002258] Version 1.
NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives for Lough Gash Turlough SAC [IE0000051] Version 1.

NPWS (2018) Conservation Objectives for Bolingbrook Hill SAC [IE0002124] Version 1.

NPWS (2018) Conservation Objectives for Ratty River Cave SAC [IE0002316] Version 1.

NPWS (2018) Conservation Objectives for Silvermine Mountains SAC [IE0000939] Version 1.

NPWS (2023) Conservation Objectives for Curraghchase Woods SAC [IE0000174] Version 2.

NPWS (2019) Conservation Objectives for Barrigone SAC [IE0000432] Version 1,

NPWS (2018) Conservation Objectives for Tory Hill SAC [IE0000439] Version 1.

NPWS (2016) Conservation Objectives for Galtee Mountains SAC [IE0000646] Version 1.

NPWS (2018) Conservation Objectives for Clare Glen SAC {IEQ000930] Version 1.

NPWS (2017) Conservation Objectives for Glen Bog SAC [IE0001430] Version 1.

NPWS (2018) Conservation Objectives for Glenstal Wood SAC [IE0001432] Version 1.

NPWS (2016) Conservation Objectives for Ballyhoura Mountains SAC [IE0002036] Version 1.

NPWS (2021) Conservation Objectives for Carrigeenamronety Hill SAC [IE0002037] Version 1.

NPWS (2012) Conservation Objectives for Lower River Shannon SAC [IE0002165] Version 1.

NPWS (2012) Conservation Objectives for Blackwater River (Cork/Waterford) SAC [IE0002170] Version 1.
NPWS (2018) Conservation Objectives for Askeaton Fen Complex SAC [IE0002279] Version 1.

NPWS (2012) Conservation Objectives for River Shannon and River Fergus Estuaries SPA [IE0004077] Version 1.
NPWS (2022) Conservation Objectives for Stack's to Mullaghareirk Mountains, West Limerick Hills and Mount Eagle
SPA [IE0004161] Version 1.

«  NPWS (2022) Conservation Objectives for Slievefelim to Silvermines Mountains SPA [IE0004165] Version 1.

11 Special Areas of Conservation with groundwater sensitive Qualifying Interests
12 Spurce: EPA datasets on waterways in Ireland. Available here.
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Screening for AA Report

3.4 Screening of European sites for AA

The European sites identified for consideration in this screening for AA report are analysed individually
in Table 3.1 in order to establish whether, considering the sources for potential effects identified
(Section 3.2), and the QIs, SCIs and in view Conservation Objectives of the European sites considered
(Appendix I and Section 3.3), there is a likelihood for significant effects®> on any European sites as a
result of the implementation of the Draft Plan. All policies and objectives contained within the Draft
Plan are considered with respect to the sources and pathways for effects, and Conservation Objectives
and the ecological sensitivities of each of the QIs and SCIs of each of the European sites identified.

CAAS
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3.5 Other Plans and Programmes

Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive requires an assessment of a plan or project to consider other plans
or programmes that might, in combination with the plan or project, have the likelihood for potential
significant effects on European sites.

All plans and projects within the area to which the Draft Plan relates and receiving environment (see
selection at Appendix IT) have been considered in combination with any and all lower tier plans and
projects, including those that may arise due to the implementation of the Draft Plan.

The Plan is situated alongside the hierarchy of statutory documents that forms the decision-making
and consent-granting framework, including the First Revision of the National Planning Framework, the
Southern Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and associated Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Area
Strategic Plan and the Limerick Development Plan, all of which have been subject to legislative
requirements relating to public consultation and environmental assessment/screening for
environmental assessment. As such, the Plan is wholly subject to the requirements of the provisions
set out in these documents throughout the implementation of the Plan, including provisions relating
to sustainable development, environmental protection, and environmental management that have
been integrated into these documents, and does not introduce any alterations or additions to those
provisions. Implementation of the Plan will comply with measures from the Development Plan and
from Failte Ireland’s Regional Development Strategies for the Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland’s Hidden
Heartlands (including those identified in the accompanying Screening for SEA report).

The Pian compiles measures that are already integrated into the existing decision-making and consent-
granting framework and have already been subject to environmental assessment. Detail or measures
that go beyond existing measures should be regarded either as context-setting text or as suggestions
that may or may not be considered for integration into the relevant level of the decision-making and
consent-granting framework — namely the Development Plan. The Plan does not provide consent or
establish a framework for granting consent and does not contribute towards a framework for granting
consent. The Plan is not binding on consent-related decisions. The Plan does not introduce rules,
limits, or other criteria to be used in development management.

In order to be realised, the types of projects referred to in the Plan will have to comply, as relevant,
with various legislation, policies, plans and programmes (including requirements for lower-tier
environmental assessment and other licensing requirements as appropriate) that form the statutory
decision-making and consent-granting framework.

Considering the above, and the known threats and pressures relating to the Qualifying Interests and
Special Conservation Interests of the European sites assessed, in view of their Conservation Objectives;
the Plan does not present any additional source for effect on any European site, that has a pathway
with a likelihood for a significant effect on any European site, that was not already considered by the
Limerick Development Plan and the Regional Tourism Development Strategies for the Wild Atlantic Way
and Ireland’s Hidden Heartlands and their associated Stage 2 AA processes.

However, given the uncertainties that exist with regard to the scale and location of the types of projects
that are referred to in the Draft Plan, it is recognised that the identification of in-combination effects is
limited at Plan-level and that the assessment of in-combination effects will need to be undertaken in a
more comprehensive manner at project-level.



Screening for AA Report
Section 4 Screening for AA Conclusion

This report is to inform the Screening for AA for the Draft Limerick City and County Tourism Plan 2025-
2030.

Following the source-pathway-receptor model, the QIs, SCIs and Conservation Objectives of the
relevant European sites were assessed in the context of the provisions of the Draft Plan. As part of the
screening assessment, all plans and projects within the area to which the Draft Plan relates and
receiving environment have been considered in combination with any and all lower tier plans and
projects, including those that may arise due to the implementation of the Draft Plan. No source(s) for
likely significant effect on any European site assessed were identified to result from the implementation
of the Draft Plan.

The Plan is situated alongside the hierarchy of statutory documents that forms the decision-making
and consent-granting framework, including the First Revision of the National Planning Framework, the
Southern Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and associated Limerick-Shannon Metropolitan Area
Strategic Plan and the Limerick Development Plan, all of which have been subject to legislative
requirements relating to public consultation and environmental assessment/screening for
environmental assessment. As such, the Plan is wholly subject to the requirements of the provisions
set out in these documents throughout the implementation of the Plan, including provisions relating
to sustainable development, environmental protection, and environmental management that have
been integrated into these documents, and does not introduce any alterations or additions to those
provisions. Implementation of the Plan will comply with measures from the Development Plan and
from Failte Ireland’s Regional Development Strategies for the Wild Atlantic Way and Ireland’s Hidden
Heartlands.

The Plan compiles measures that are already integrated into the existing decision-making and consent-
granting framework and have already been subject to environmental assessment. Detail or measures
that go beyond existing measures should be regarded either as context-setting text or as suggestions
that may or may not be considered for integration into the relevant level of the decision-making and
consent-granting framework — namely the Development Plan. The Plan does not provide consent or
establish a framework for granting consent and does not contribute towards a framework for granting
consent. The Plan is not binding on consent-related decisions. The Plan does not introduce rules,
limits, or other criteria to be used in development management.

In order to be realised, the types of projects referred to in the Plan will have to comply, as relevant,
with various legislation, policies, plans and programmes (including requirements for lower-tier
environmental assessment and other licensing requirements as appropriate) that form the statutory
decision-making and consent-granting framework.

Thus, it is concluded in this Screening for AA Report to inform the competent authorities carrying out
the AA Screening, that the Draft Plan is not foreseen to have any likelihood for any significant effect on
any European site, alone or in combination with other plans or projects — and any likelihood for
significant effect to any European site as a result of implementing Draft Plan can be ruled out.

This evaluation is made in view of the Conservation Objectives of the QIs and SCIs for which these

sites have been designated. Consequently, Stage Two AA (including the preparation of a Natura Impact
Statement) is not required.

CAAS
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LIMERICK CITY AND COUNTY COUNCIL

MAYORAL ORDER

File Ref: Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Appropriate

Assessment (AA) Screening of Limerick City and County Council’s Tourism

Strateqy

Order No. MY/2025/ O/O

SUBJECT:

ORDER:

Signed:

Dated:

Appointment of CAAS to undertake a Strategic

Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Appropriate

Assessment (AA) Screening of Limerick City and
County Council's Tourism Strategy

I, John Moran, Mayor of Limerick, pursuant to the powers
vested in me by the Local Government (Mayor of
Limerick) and Miscellaneous Provisions Act 2024 and in
accordance with Section 151 of the Local Government Act
2001 as amended, having considered the memo dated
17/01/2025 and recommendation of Stephane Duclot,
Director of Service, endorsed by Dr. Pat Daly, Director
General.

| hereby order that CAAS be appointed to undertake a
SEA/AA Screening of Limerick City and County Council's
Draft Festivals and Events Strategy. The value of the
contract is €7,000 ex. VAT.
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John Moran
Mayor of Limerick

: \ .
This__ 1) 2 day of ‘3‘{“?%1—{\ 2025
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Limerick City
& County Council

MEMO 17" January 2025

To: Stephane Duclot
Director of Services, Rural, Culture, Community & Tourism Development Directorate
Limerick City & County Council
and
Dr. Pat Daly
Director General
Limerick City and County Council

Re: Appointment of CAAS to undertake a SEA/AA Screening of Limerick City and County
Council's Tourism Strategy

A Chara,

Limerick City and County Council issued a Request for Quotation (RfQ) via email on Friday 22"
November 2024, seeking to recruit suitably qualified consultants to deliver a Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Appropriate Assessment (AA) of Limerick City and County
Council's Tourism Strategy. The closing date for the return of completed submissions was 12.00
noon on Friday 6" December 2024,

One tender submission was received. Please refer to Table 1 below.

Table 1
Tenderer Fee Proposal (ex. VAT)
CAAS €7,000.00

Tenders were sought and evaluated on the basis of a Most Economically Advantageous Tender
(MEAT), with the award criteria being as follows:



Madmum | Minimum
i Criteri Weightin e | —
ftern erion Points il
A Proposed Msthaodology and Work 10% 300 160
Programme.
Relevant Qualifications and |
B | Experience in Similar Projects of 30% 300 | 150
the Proposed Team. -
o Fee Proposal. 40% 400 N/A

A tender assessment was undertaken at 12.00 on Monday 13" January 2025 by the following

representatives that formed the tender assessment panel:

e Ms. Eileen Coleman — Senior Executive Officer (SEO), Tourism, Festivals and Events.
e  Mr. Shane Feane - Staff Officer (SO) — Tourism Department.
¢ Mr. Ddire MacGrath — Staff Officer (S0) - Tourism Department.

Table 2 shows the marks for the submitted and completed tenders.

Award Criterion

(A} — Methodology & Work Programme

Score Awarded to

: (B} — Qualifications & Experience

' {C) - Fee Proposal

400

Maximum Score |
Available CAAS
300 275
300 250

TOTAL

1000

The marking of the submissions can be seen on the attached tender marking sheet.

I wish to recommend approval of the appointment of CAAS to undertake a SEA/AA Screening of
Limerick City and County Council's Tourism Strategy, as outlined for the sum of €7,000.00

exclusive of VAT, and €8,610.00 inclusive of VAT, payable from the following job code:
60403002 — Tourism, Festivals & Events Strategy.

CAAS has the necessary tax clearance and insurances required for the project.

The Mayoral Order is attached for signature.



Is mise le meas,

Eileen Coleman,
Senior Executive Officer,
Tourism, Festivals & Events

Recommended by,

—

Stephane Duclot,
Director of Services,
Limerick City and County Council

Endorsed by,

D n AN

A

Dr. Pat Daly,
Director General,
Limerick City and County Council






