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Meeting of Limerick City and County Council to be held on 31st March 2025  

  
Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor N. Stokes 
 
I will move at the next Plenary Meeting of Limerick City and County Council that this Council 
examine the possibility of securing funding for the Irish Chamber Orchestra's Education and 
Community Engagement work. The funding is essential to enable them to continue their 
offering of programmes free-of-charge to schools and community groups, providing access 
to music and the arts for those who may require it. 
 
REPLY:  
 
The Irish Chamber Orchestra provides free, inclusive music education to children and young 
people in Limerick through its education programme.  The programme is offered to circa 500 
children and young people on a weekly basis and tuition is given in instruments such as violin, 
viola, cello and double bass. All instruments are provided by the ICO along with high quality 
tuition and opportunities to perform.    
 
Limerick City and County Council provides annual funding of €11,000 to the Irish Chamber 
Orchestra under the Arts programme.   In 2025, work in cooperation with the Arts Office will 
be further developed, through the ICO providing a small number of ‘Meet the Musician’ 
workshops for transition year students in the Autumn.  This will form part of the Limerick City 
and County Council Artists in Schools scheme 2025, which is also funded by the Arts 
Council.   In other supports, it has been agreed that quartets from the ICO will be invited to 
play in 2 concerts under the Arts Office Excellence in Rural Arts programme in 2025. 
 
It is the view of the Arts Office that the Irish Chamber Orchestra’s education and community 
programme is valuable and impactful.   However, the Arts Office does not have resources 
under our budget allocation to increase current budgeted supports to the ICO in 2025.  
Consideration could be given to a proposal or request for increased arts programme funding 
for 2026 as part of the annual Limerick City and County Council budgetary process. 
 

 
Etain McCooey 
Arts Officer 
Rural, Culture, Community and  
Tourism Development Directorate  
  
  





 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

MEETING OF LIMERICK CITY AND COUNTY COUNCIL to be held on Monday, 31st March, 
2025. 

 

Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor C. Slattery 

I will move at the next Meeting that Limerick City and County Council process rent 

assessments for people in Council properties in a timely manner to avoid tenants receiving 

backdated bills for arrears. 

 

REPLY:  

The Rents Department of the Housing Directorate currently has responsibility for 5,847 

tenanted houses, which generated an income of €20.6m for 2024. 

 

The Standard Letting agreement stipulates that it is the responsibility of the tenant to 

immediately inform the Council of any changes to household composition and/or to their 

income, as soon as any change occurs. This is emphasised to tenants when they are i) 

allocated a house and ii) as part of the quarterly rent statement process   

However, not all tenants comply fully with this provision which can lead to untimely delays 

and historic arrears accumulating. 

In late 2023, the Rents Unit commenced a global rent review in trying to update household 

composition and income details for all tenancies, to ensure all households are dealt with on 

an equitable basis.  In the majority of cases, where all necessary documentation was 

submitted etc. a timely response was forthcoming in terms of any changes accruing to 

amount of rent payable. However, in instances where necessary supporting documentation 

was not submitted, it was often the case that the Rents Unit had to pursue same through 

letters, phone calls etc. and, in some cases, this could be a lengthy process. 



At this stage the vast majority of forms have been fully assessed and the new rent has been 

notified to the tenant, including arrears and refunds of overpayments if applicable.  If any 

member wishes to raise any particular case, with the consent of the tenant, the individual 

circumstances of the case can be reviewed with the relevant Revenue Collector and 

Administrative Officer with responsibility for the Rents Department. 

Aside from the global rent review the Rents Department continually processes tenant led 

rent assessments on an ongoing basis.  All tenant led rent assessments are processed 

without delay. 

Following the completion of the global rent review, the Rents Department will review its 

policies, processes and procedures in relation to future global rent reviews in order to 

maximise efficiencies.  The Rents Department is also exploring the digitalisation of work 

processes including the global rent review, in order to allow the tenant complete rent 

updates in an on-line format; this should also provide further efficiencies.   

 

 

___________________________ 
Brian Kennedy 
Director of Services 
Housing Directorate 

27th March 2025 
 










