




3 year monitoring cylce
EPA, Local authorities, Inland Fisheries Ireland, 
Marine Institute and others.

The EPA classifies and reports on the quality of 
surface waters (rivers, lakes, estuaries and coastal 
waters) and groundwaters every 3 years under the 
approach set out in the WFD. 

Surface waters are classified as being in high, 
good, moderate, poor or bad ecological status. 
Groundwaters are classed as good or poor

Who does what?



Summary WFD status 

• Rivers 56% GOOD 44% MODERATE POOR  BAD

Nitrogen levels increased from 2021 to 2022, with 40% of rivers showing 
unsatisfactory nitrate concentrations. Phosphate levels also need attention, 
with 28% of sites exhibiting unsatisfactory concentrations.

• Lakes 55% GOOD 45% MODERATE POOR BAD

Phosphorous levels are particularly concerning. Concentrations are higher 
than the recommended thresholds in 36% of lakes.

• Groundwater 91% SATISFACTORY

However, nitrogen levels increased from 2021 to 2022. 20% of groundwater 
monitoring sites were considered to have ‘high nitrate concentrations.’

• Transitional and Coastal Waters 97% SATISFACTORY

However, nitrogen concentrations are too high in 20% of these water bodies. 
This is worrying because these waters are particularly vulnerable to nitrogen. 
Estuaries with nitrogen exceedances include:

• Glashaboy Estuary (Cork), Wexford Harbour, Castletown Estuary (Louth), 
Upper Barrow Estuary (Kilkenny), and Corock Estuary (Wexford).



What is LAWPRO?

Regional coordination
Catchment science

Community engagement & funding 



But water already has enough protection?

– Legislation
• Water framework directive
• Shellfish directive
• Bathing water directive
• Drinking water directive
• Nitrates directive
• Urban waste water directive 
• Salmonid water regulations 
• Good agricultural practices 

regulation
• Local water pollution act 
• IFI act 2010 (1959 Fisheries 

Consolidation act)

– State

• Local Authority 

• IFI

• EPA

• NPWS

• HSE 

• DAFM

• Forest Service 

• Uisce Éireann 

• MARA

• SFPA 

• OPW

• BIM 

• NFGWS

• An Fórum Uisce

• LAWPRO

• GSI

– Public

• Community groups

• Landowners/Farmers

• Anglers 

• Kayakers 

• Surfers 

• Aquaculture 

• Commercial fishermen

• Walkers 

• Swimmers

• An Fórum Uisce

• SWAN/An Taisce

• LAWPRO CWO

– Departmental 

• Water Policy Advisory Committee

• National Technical 
Implementation Group 

• Regional Coordination



Community Water Officer 

• Engage the public

• Consult (WAP and CCF)

• Assist community groups

• Seek collaboration amongst all 
stakeholders (ROCs) and new CCF



• 4842 
waterbodies

– River

– Lake 

– Transitional 

– Coastal



Water Quality Status

Limerick
33%
50%
20%

Tipperary
27%
66%
100%



Water Action Plan



COMMUNITY WATER DEVELOPMENT 
FUND (BLUE DOT FUND) €5K-€50K 

HERITAGE WEEK €100-€2.5K
WORLD RIVER AND OCEAN DAY
BIODIVERSITY WEEK ETC
UN WORLD WATER DAY 22ND MARCH  

CATCHMENT SUPPORT FUND 
SETUP €500 - €5K
CORE COSTS €20K - €40K 

LOCAL AWARENESS FUND €100-€5K

OTHERS 
LEADER FUNDING 
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION IRELAND 
FLAGS
BIODIVERSITY OFFICER FUNDS
CLIMATE ACTION FUNDS 



WHAT CAN YOU?
          SEEK INFORMATION
   USE ONLINE TOOLS TO EXPLORE YOUR CATCHMENT

 VOICE YOUR CONCERNS AND REPORT ISSUES
    
           SETUP A CATCHMENT ASSOCIATION 

APPLY FOR FUNDING FOR WATER QUALITY ACTIONS
    

   ENCOURAGE STAKE HOLDERS TO LOOK FOR IMPROVEMENTS

GET INVOLVED IN THE COMMUNITY CATCHMENT FORUMS 











USEFUL WEBSITES AND WHY

GEOHIVE MAP VIEWER (ARCGIS.COM) OLD MAP LAYERS

EPA MAPS CATCHMENTS.IE WATER QUALITY STATUS

NATIONAL BARRIERS PROGRAMME APP | IFI OPEN DATA PORTAL (ARCGIS.COM) IFI BARRIERS 

USEFUL DATA FOR IRISH RIVER CONSERVATION / WATER QUALITY – TRACKING FLOOD RELIEF PROJECTS, WATER ABSTRACTION & POLLUTION IN IRISH RIVERS 
(IRISHRIVERPROJECT.COM) LOTS OF WATER DATA ENGO FIA’S

REALTIME WATERLEVEL LIKE IT SAYS WATER LEVEL DATA

MAPS AND DATA | NATIONAL PARKS & WILDLIFE SERVICE (NPWS.IE) NPWS DATA 

CITIZEN SCIENCE - LOCAL AUTHORITY WATER PROGRAMME (LAWATERS.IE) CITIZEN SCIENCE MAP 

LEAP ONLINE | ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA.IE) LICENCE DISCHARGE DATA

FORESTRY LICENCE VIEWER (AGRICULTURE.GOV.IE) FOREST LICENCE VIEWER. 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY IRELAND (GSI.IE) GROUND WATER AND BEDROCK

BEACHES.IE - FIND THE BEST LAKE AND SEA SWIMMING NEAR YOU  BATHING WATER QUALITY DATA

https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=3ae19cc156bf4706a929304bf8fcc4f6
https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/Water
https://opendata-ifigeo.hub.arcgis.com/apps/1024c7d1aedf4330a70c618619868de1/explore
https://irishriverproject.com/
https://irishriverproject.com/
https://waterlevel.ie/
https://www.npws.ie/maps-and-data
https://lawaters.ie/citizen-science/
https://www.epa.ie/our-services/compliance--enforcement/whats-happening/leap-online/
https://flv.apps.services.agriculture.gov.ie/
https://www.gsi.ie/en-ie/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.beaches.ie/


Citizen science 
• Why?

• How?

• Would you like to be a 
citizen scientist? 

• Unassigned and 
modelled rivers project 
Kerry?

• Kingdom vs the Rebels 



WHAT DOES WATER MEAN TO YOU? 



Water. It's an essential building block of 

life, constantly moving in a hydrologic 

cycle that flows in a continuous loop 

above, across and even below the 

Earth's surface. But water is also 

constantly moving through another cycle 

-- the human water cycle -- that powers 

our homes, hydrates our bodies, 

irrigates our crops and processes our 

waste. The tight connection between 

water, food and energy makes them 
dependent on one another

 
 







IF YOU HAVE A WATER QUALITY IDEA

PLEASE GET IN TOUCH 

CWALSH@LAWATERS.IE
0858709575

mailto:cwalsh@lawaters.ie
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