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Limerick
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Kildare – 30 entries

No Overall Winner yet
 12 medals 
 8 gold, 3 silver, 1 bronze

----------------------------- 
Cork South – 38 entries
      11 Medals
          6 gold, 2 silver, 3 bronze

Overall Winner in 1994

Overall Winner in 1976

2024 Ballincollig, Co. Cork - 
Overall winner with 386 marks

52 entries in 2024

• Community - Planning and Involvement   80 marks 

• Streetscape and Public Places    80 Marks 

• Green Spaces and Landscaping    80 marks 

• Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality  55 Marks 

• Sustainability – Doing more with less   55 marks 

• Tidiness and Litter Control     90 Marks 

• Residential Streets & Housing Areas   55 marks 

• Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes    55 Marks
        ------------- 

   Total Possible Marks =    550 

4/4/2025 3 4/4/2025 4

1 2

3 4



04/04/2025

2

Dr Christy Boylan 2024 5

• There are about 30 judges in the Tidy Town panel.

• They include Architects, Planners, Landscape Architects, Horticulturists, 
Ecologists, Sustainability experts and Tourism specialists as well as former 
Community Activists from Tidy Towns 

• Usually one judge does a county, although in some cases, a county may be 
shared with two judges.

• Every entry receives one visit by a judge and depending on the population 
size, the time spent judging will vary from one hour to five or more hours.

• Entries in the top league receive a second adjudication by a different judge.

ADJUDICATION PROCESS

• It is suggested that reports for at least five years be studied to obtain the 
views of different professions.
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• Eircode
• Public toilet facility

• It is best to reduce the time spent reading the application to allow 
the judge more time for the site visit.

• Reduce the size of the application by
• Minimum amount of information in a clear and concise way
• Include pictures throughout the text where relevant 
• Short sentences, bold and bullet points
• Print not to exceed 40/50 pages or even less.

ADJUDICATION PROCESS
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• This section of the application form takes up just over a 
page.

• When some applicants complete this section they 
expand it to perhaps 30 pages.

• That is too many pages and too much information for 
the adjudicator

• Less than ten pages should be the target
• Brief responses highlighted are easier and quicker for 

the adjudicator to read

• Avoid long sentences and long paragraphs

Community - Planning and Involvement
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Pay particular attention to this question and 
suggest only ONE project that in your view 
deserves special attention from the 
adjudicator – or - did not receive sufficient 
attention by the adjudicator last year or 
previous years.

Do not submit more than one project

Briefly identify ONE specific project where particular 

effort was applied since June 1st, 2023. (This can 

include ongoing maintenance work or new project)
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• Judges are human and can make mistakes.  They can also be 
influenced by the standard of the applications and 
accompanying maps. 

• Judges will (most likely) pay more attention to matters within 
their own discipline although they will cover all eight criteria.

• Judges do not revisit a community within a five year period.  

ADJUDICATION PROCESS

• It is suggested that reports for at least five 
years be studied to obtain the views of 

different professions.
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• There is no need for A4 size pictures.  On the other hand, small 
pictures of groups of people are of little value

• Restrict the use of pictures to your project activities or to 
highlight something that the judges cannot see during the visit – 
examples include festivals and spring floral displays.

• Print not to exceed 40/50 pages or even less.

• The DRCD is moving towards a complete digital application. The 
transition has been done by accepting only email applications.

• The final phase will be the uploading of the application to a site 
that will have restricted space for text.

Completing the Application Form

Dr Christy Boylan 2024
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• There is a limit of 20 mb. on what they can receive and that 
could be the size of a photograph.  Therefore the completed 
forms should be compressed to a size less than 20 mb. 

• For security reasons, the DRCD is not allowed to use a share 
drive such as Google or Dropbox.   

• Large emails block their system and prevent other emails 
getting through.

Submitting the Application Form

• From 2020, DRCD no longer acknowledge receipt of 
applications.  Instead, they register them as they are received 
and this register is available on their website.

• Therefore, it is the responsibility of each Tidy Town Committee 
to check the website and see if their application was received 
(registered)
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How do you communicate with your community (newsletter, 

newspapers, public meetings, email, social media, website, etc.)?

We value the support of our community and use the following 

means of communication with them:

o Text Alert, Email and Facebook

o Notices read at Mass and Church, in Parish Newsletters and 

in other Parishes 

o Local Media Print and Voice

o Public Meetings

o Flyers – which we keep to a minimum to reduce the use of 

paper

Brief responses highlighted are easier and quicker 
for the adjudicator to read

Avoid long sentences and long paragraphs
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How do you engage with your local schools, youth clubs, etc.?  

How do you involve youth in your work, do you have a Junior 

TidyTowns, is there youth representation on your committee.
EXAMPLES OF RESPONSES

o One committee member is a member of the Board of 

Management who liaises with the School Green Schools 

Committee, and they have just earned their fifth flag in the 

Biodiversity category. 

o Currently we also have two members from one of the parish 

Secondary schools volunteering with us whilst working 

towards their Gaisce award.  

Brief responses highlighted are easier and quicker 
for the adjudicator to read

Avoid long sentences and long paragraphs
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Symbols for the relevant goals for each criterion are shown at the top of each 
page - intended to be a guideline for suitable projects.

3 – 5 year plan

Shared vision of what can be achieved

• Simple and easily read document

• A4 size map or A3 folded to A4  is best

• Mark the tasks locations on the map

Community - Planning and Involvement

Key Principles

• Short – no longer than 5 pages
• Direct – Outline how, why and when you are going to undertake 

jobs
• Realistic – Projects should be capable of being implemented and 

refer to the timescale
• Yours – The plan is the group’s work programme and should 

reflect their objectives and capabilities
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Multi Annual Plan - Example

Project Name Description Partner Agency 2024 2025 2026

Greenway
Develop a greenway 

along disused railway 
track

Iarnrod Eireann 
and Local authority √ √ √

Wildflower 
Meadow

Develop a wildflower 
meadow on open space 
at Ard na Greine estate

Residents of Ard na 
Greine estate √ √ √

Seating in local 
park

Provide an additional 3 
seats in the local park

Local authority and 
possible sponsors √

Vacant house in 
Main Street

Paint windows onto 
boards on openings 
and paint the front 

facade 

To obtain support 
from the owner 

and possible 
sponsorship

√

Hedge planting
Identify locations for 

additional hedge 
planting

Private property 
owners and local 

authority

√ √
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Maps

• It is essential to include a map showing the extent of the town or 
village that is entered in the competition.

• For small centres, it should be possible to include the entire area 
but this can be difficult for large towns and cities.

• While a hand drawn sketch will suffice in many cases, it is 
relatively easy to acquire a satellite view or Google map that 
may be accurate and to scale – although it may not have 
changes of recent years.

• Superimpose on the map/drawing, a North point and the roads leading to 
neighbouring towns/villages.

• Label the major landmarks such as a church or school.
• If the community manages an area outside the town or village boundary, 

then mention it and provide directions for the adjudicator.

4/4/2025
18

Maps

• Label the projects for the adjudicator to visit and show the legend 
on the same page.

• Place numbers on the map in a sequence that facilitates ease of 
finding them.

• The identification system should be easy to understand and be 
easily referenced to the information in the application. 

• Use of a colour, symbol and numbering system works best for a 
large community with many places to visit.

• For example, use SP1, SP2 etc. for Streetscape and Public Places.  
Alternatively use circles, triangles, squares, stars etc., or other 
symbols to identify the criterion.  

• The use of different colours for different criteria may also help.

• A combination of all three systems may also be used.

Maynooth Celbridge

Clane

Naas

K Club

1
Project 

Locations

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

1: Barberstown Roundabout

2: Wildlife area on Barberstown Road

3: Straffan Gate Estate

4: Ardrass Road / GAA / Steam Museum

5: Tourism Sign

6: Lodge Park

7: Church or Ireland

8: Lych Gate / Graveyard

9:RIC Barracks

10: Catholic Church

11: Community Hall

12: Coarsemoor

13: School

14: Straffan Manor / Swale

Maps

Straffan, Co. Kildare
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Map of Estates

Straffan Manor

Barton Grange

Bawnogues 
Estate

Coarsemoor

The Beeches

Lodge Park

Straffan Gate

St Bridget’s Tce

Residential Estates Map
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First entered in 1959
50 page application 
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Kerry

Cahirsiveen         28
Glenbeigh  28
Kenmare  28
Tralee   29
Waterville  26

Kilkenny

Kilkenny  26
Inistioge  30
Windgap  21

SUSTAINABILITY – DOING MORE WITH LESS.2024

Clare

Ennis   29
Kilrush   30

Offaly

Geashill  30

224/4/2025

Limerick

Galbally (376)       34
Castleconnell (372)     28
Adare (381)       27Ballincollig    25

Abbeyleix      35

4/4/2025 23

Sustainability – Doing More With Less

4/4/2025 24

SOUTH DUBLIN COUNTY COUNCIL CLIMATE 
CHANGE ACTION PLAN 2019-2024

21 22

23 24
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Sustainability – Doing More With Less
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Sustainability – Doing More With Less
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• Book Swap
• Free community Library
• Skill Share

• Support your local Charities & Voluntary Groups
• Local Shoe Box Appeal 
• Take one /leave one behind
• Include marginalised individuals

SOCIETY

• Local Communities are the experts
• Comhairle Na nÓg
• Local Groups 

Berrings, Co. Cork

• Clothes swaps and second-hand sale 
• Second-hand toy sales 
• Poster Free Election Policy  

284/4/2025

Sustainability – Doing More With Less
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Sustainability – Doing More With Less
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Sustainability – Doing More With Less
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Sustainability – Doing More With Less
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Sustainability – Doing More With Less

29 30

31 32
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• Shop Local 
• Community based workshops
• Community  driven activities/festivals ECONOMY

• Local Markets

• Energy Co-ops

• Work with industry in your communities 

• Such as Supervalu

• Look at social inclusion in your area
• Join or start a Befriending initiative
• Local Information points

• My Waste 
• Stop Food Waste Programme
• Environmental Policy -Ditch the disposables 
• Reuse, Recycle, Upcycle
• Conscientious Consumerism think Local 

Sustainability – Doing More With Less

Ballyraggett, Co. Kilkenny

Herbicides - Over use is not attractive and harmful for the 
environment

Monasterevin

Ardclough

Better approach 
used in Dromod, 

Co. Leitrim

34

4/4/2025
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Sustainability – Doing More With Less

4/4/2025 36

BIOCIDES

Examples include plant oils such as pine, cypress, cedar, 
manuka,, eucalyptus, red clover, clove, lemongrass, 
cinnamon, mint, rosemary and sage.

Sustainability – Doing More With Less

33 34

35 36
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Sustainability – Doing More With Less
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Sustainability – Doing More With Less
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• It incorporates a liquid foam made of plant oils and sugars, which is 
mixed with hot water and sprayed via a hand wand directly onto weeds.     
The foam then forms a layer of insulation, keeping the heat on the weeds 
long enough for it to penetrate their leaves' outer surface, then travel 
down their stems and into their roots – effectively killing them. 

Hot Foam

• Foamstream reduced weed biomass by 81 to 96 percent, as compared to 

mowing, mulching, pelargonic acid, or no treatment. 

• Its performance more or less matched that of glyphosate, which is the sort 

of eco-unfriendly herbicide it's intended to replace.

4/4/2025 40
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Invasive Plants

• Economic Cost

• Environmental impact

• US 50,000 non-native invading species

• $26 billion per year since 2010

• EU €12 billion per annum

• UK £1.7 billion per annum

Alliaria petiolata

(Garlic mustard) introduced into America as a culinary herb in the 1860’s

4/4/2025 42

Sustainability – Doing More With Less
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Sustainability – Doing More With Less
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Basin in the sink

Jug of water in the 
fridge

Correct saucepan 
size

Bucket and sponge 
to wash the car

Toilet cistern bag or 
bottle

Dripping taps

Shower time

Aerator 
tap/showerhead

Water butt

Dual flush

Washing appliances

Brushing teeth

Watering plants and 
flowers

Water mains and 
meter location

Sustainability – Doing More With Less

41 42
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Sustainability – Doing More With Less
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Sustainability – Doing More With Less
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Rain Gardens in Carlow town
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THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR ATTENTION

45 46

47 48
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