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1 Introduction 

This Screening report to inform the Appropriate Assessment (AA) process has been prepared by 
Limerick City and County Council (LCCC) to inform the Appropriate Assessment (AA) process with 
regard to the proposed extension of the duration of the Croom Local Area Plan (LAP) 2020 -2026 for 
a further four years until 2028.  

The proposed extension of duration of the Croom Local Area Plan 2020 – 2026 is a temporal expansion 
of the LAP. The main aim of this extension is to align the LAP with the wider County Development Plan.  

The report comprises information in support of the Screening of the proposal in line with the 
requirements of Article 6(3) of the EU Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC) on the Conservation of 
Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora (hereafter referred to as the Habitats Directive). 

The evaluations presented in this Screening report have been completed by a qualified and competent 
ecologist utilising current guidance and scientific information, as well as ecological survey data on the 
ground. The baseline environment and assessment of significance of effects has been informed 
through consultation with NPWS. 

The purpose of this Screening report is to inform the Appropriate Assessment (AA) process to 
determine, based on objective scientific information, whether the proposal, alone and in combination 
with other plans or projects, has the potential for significant effects on any designated European Site 
in view of the site’s conservation objectives. The Screening conclusion statement is determined based 
on the description of the proposed measures provided herein, and is full and complete. Local 
ecological interests separate to any Natura 2000 designation were identified on site but are not 
evaluated or assessed in the context of the current document, which is restricted to the requirements 
for AA reporting with regard to the Habitats Directive requirements under Article 6(3). 

This Screening Report complies with the requirements of Article 6 of the EC Habitats Directive (1992) 
transposed in Ireland principally through the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and 
the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 (as amended) (referred to 
as the Habitats Regulations herein). In the context of the proposed project, the appropriate legislation 
is the Birds and Natural Habitats Regulations (2011) and the ‘public authority’ is the relevant local 
authority, in this case Limerick City and County Council. As the project proponent, L.C.C.C. has 
prepared this report to inform the Appropriate Assessment process to be undertaken in accordance 
with the requirements of Article 42 of the Habitats Regulations, which states as follows: 

“A screening for Appropriate Assessment of a plan or project for which an application for consent is 
received, or which a public authority wishes to undertake or adopt, and which is not directly connected 
with or necessary to the management of the site as a European Site, shall be carried out by the public 
authority to assess, in view of best scientific knowledge and in view of the conservation objectives of 
the site, if that plan or project, individually or in combination with other plans or projects is likely to 
have a significant effect on the European site”. 

The Croom Local Area Plan (LAP) 2020–2026 is the public statement of planning policies and objectives 
for future growth and development of the town.  The Croom LAP was adopted by the Elected Members 
of the Adare - Rathkeale Municipal District the 3rd March 2020 and came into effect 14th April 2020. 
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The Croom LAP was screened for SEA and AA in 2020.  The LAP is due to expire in 2026.  The total 
lands zoned is 158.17 hectares in the Croom LAP.  According to the 2022 Census the population of 
Croom town is 1240 persons.  
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Fig. 1. Croom LAP Area 2020 – 2026 adopted April 2020 by Elected Members, Adare-Rathkeale Municipal District
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Section 19 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) provides for the extension of the 
valid lifespan of a Local Area Plan, from a maximum of 6 years to an effective maximum of 10 years in 
total.  The extension of the Local Area Plan timeframe is sought in order to provide certainty and 
opportunity to realise the objectives of the Croom Local Area Plan 2020-2026 which are in accordance 
with the proper planning and sustainable development of the area.  

Refer to the Mayor’s Report dated September 2024 to be considered by the Elected Member of the 
Adare-Rathkeale Municipal District which outlines the rationale for the extension of duration of the 
LAP and the consequent deferral of making a new LAP for Croom.  The Mayor’s Report should be read 
in tandem with this report and the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Report that 
accompanies the Mayor’s Report to be considered by the Elected Members. 

 

Limerick City and County Council consulted with the environmental authorities on the proposed 
extension to the of duration of the Croom Local Area Plan 2020 – 2026 as part of the obligations of 
the local authority under Article 14A of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as 
amended), Article 6(3) of the SEA Directive and the SEA Planning Regulations. The Council, in 
consultation with the environmental authorities, must make a determination as to whether an AA is 
required, taking account of the relevant criteria set out in Schedule 2A of the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) and any submissions or observations received from the 
prescribed environmental authorities. 
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2 THE APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

2.1 Legislative Context 

European and national legislation places a collective obligation on Ireland and its citizens to maintain 
habitats and species in the Natura 2000 network at favourable conservation condition. The 
Government and its agencies are responsible for the implementation and enforcement of regulations 
(in particular Part XAB of the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010 and the European 
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2011 (S.I. 477) (referred to as the Habitats 
Regulations herein) to ensure the ecological integrity (i.e. Conservation Objectives) of these sites. The 
Birds Directive (2009/147/EC) seeks to protect birds of special importance by the designation of 
Special Protection Areas (SPAs) for bird species and their habitats listed on Annex I of the Directive. 
Similarly, the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) designates Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) for 
habitats and species listed in Annex I and Annex II of that Directive. 

Ireland has obligations under EU law to protect and conserve biodiversity. This relates to habitats and 
species both within and outside designated sites. Nationally, Ireland has developed a National 
Biodiversity Plan (DCHG, 2017) to address issues and halt the loss of biodiversity, in line with 
international commitments. The vision for biodiversity is outlined: “That biodiversity and ecosystems 
in Ireland are conserved and restored, delivering benefits essential for all sectors of society and that 
Ireland contributes to efforts to halt the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystems in the 
EU and globally”.  

Ireland aims to conserve habitats and species, through designation of conservation areas under both 
European and Irish law. The focus of this Screening is on those habitats and species designated 
pursuant to the EU Birds and EU Habitats Directives in the first instance, however it is recognised that 
wider biodiversity features have a supporting role to play in many cases where the Conservation 
Objectives of designated sites is to be maintained/restored. 

Appropriate Assessment (AA) is an assessment of whether a plan or project, alone and in combination 
with other plans or projects, could have significant effects on a European site in view of the site’s 
conservation objectives. The requirement of AA is outlined in Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats 
Directive (1992). Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive requires that: 

“Any plan or project not directly connected with or necessary to the management of the site but likely 
to have a significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects, 
shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in view of the site's 
conservation objectives. In the light of the conclusions of the assessment of the implications for the 
site and subject to the provisions of paragraph 4, the competent national authorities shall agree to 
the plan or project only after having ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the 
site concerned and, if appropriate, after having obtained the opinion of the general public.”  

Furthermore, Article 6(4) of the Habitats Directive requires that: 
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“If, in spite of a negative assessment of the implications for the site and in the absence of alternative 
solutions, a plan or project must nevertheless be carried out for imperative reasons of overriding 
public interest, including those of a social or economic nature, the Member State shall take all 
compensatory measures necessary to ensure that the overall coherence of Natura 2000 is protected. 
It shall inform the Commission of the compensatory measures adopted.”  

Over time legal interpretation has been sought on the practical application of the legislation 
concerning AA, as some terminology has been found to be unclear. European and National case law 
has clarified a number of issues and some aspects of European Commission (EC) published guidance 
documents have been superseded by case law. Appropriate Assessment is required to utilise best 
scientific knowledge in the field, as determined in case law. Competent Authorities must ensure that 
scientific data (ecological and hydrological expertise) is utilised as appropriate. This report presents a 
Screening to inform the AA process, which is finalised by a determination for Appropriate Assessment, 
to be completed by the appropriate Competent Authority (i.e. the local authority), in compliance with 
their obligations under Article 42 (sub-sections 1, 6, 7, 16 and 18) of the Birds and Natural Habitats 
Regulations, 2011 (as amended). 

2.2 Appropriate Assessment Methodology 

The AA process follows a step-wise approach, commencing with a Screening Assessment to determine 
whether Appropriate Assessment is required; progression through the AA process is contingent on the 
potential for adverse effects on European Sites (SAC/SPA).  

Screening Assessment – This process identifies the likely significant impacts upon a European site 
from a proposed project or plan. Its purpose is to determine, on the basis of a preliminary assessment 
and objective criteria, whether a plan or project which is not directly connected with or necessary to 
the management of the site as a European Site, individually or in combination with other plans or 
projects is likely to have a significant effect upon the European site. A project may be “screened-in” if 
there is a possibility or uncertainty of significant effects upon the European site, thus requiring AA. If 
there is no evidence to suggest significant effects due to the proposed plan or development the project 
is “screened-out” and AA is not required.  

Appropriate Assessment – Consideration of the project or plan with regard to adverse effects on the 
integrity of designated European Sites, either alone or in combination with other projects or plans, 
with respect to the site’s structure and function and its conservation objectives. Additionally, where 
adverse impacts have been identified, an assessment of the potential mitigation to 
reduce/minimise/avoid such impacts is required. The AA statement is the responsibility of the 
appropriate Competent Authority; this decision making is informed by a Natura Impact Statement 
(NIS). Such an assessment is required where uncertainty of the significance of effect arises or a 
potential effect has been defined which requires further procedures / mitigation to remove 
uncertainty of a defined impact. 

Assessment of Alternative Solutions – Where adverse effects on a European Site are identified in the 
AA process (detailed in the NIS), despite the prescription of mitigation, this third stage examines 
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alternative ways of achieving the objectives of the project or plan that avoid adverse impacts on the 
integrity of the European Site. 

Assessment Where Adverse Impacts Remain - The fourth and final stage is required where an 
alternative solution is not available. In this situation, the project can only proceed for Imperative 
Reasons of Overriding Public Interest (IROPI), despite the plan or project resulting in adverse effects 
on European Site(s). This stage provides for an assessment of compensation measures to maintain or 
enhance the overall coherence of the Natura 2000 network. 

2.3 Guidance Followed 

This report has been carried out using the following guidance: 

• Appropriate Assessment under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive: Guidance for Planning 
Authorities.  Circular NPW 1/10 & PSSP 2/10.1 

• Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland - Guidance for Planning Authorities. 
(Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 2010)2. 

• Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly Affecting Natura 2000 Sites: Methodological 
guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC, Office 
for Official Publications of the European Communities, Luxembourg (EC 2021) . 

• Guidance document on Article 6(4) of the 'Habitats Directive' 92/43/EEC – Clarification of the 
concepts of: alternative solutions, imperative reasons of overriding public interest, 
compensatory measures, overall coherence, opinion of the commission. Office for Official 
Publications of the European Communities, Luxembourg (EC 2007)3. 

• Office of the Planning Regulator. Appropriate Assessment Screening for Development 
Management. OPR Practice Note PN01. (OPR 2021).4 

 

 

                                                           

 
1 NPWS (2010). Legislation Unit, NPWS Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, Dublin. 
2 National Parks and Wildlife Services (2010): 
http://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/NPWS_2009_AA_Guidance.pdf 
3 European Commission (2007) 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/docs/art6/guidance_art6_4_en.pdf 
4 https://www.opr.ie/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/9729-Office-of-the-Planning-Regulator-Appropriate-Assessment-
Screening-booklet-15.pdf 

http://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/NPWS_2009_AA_Guidance.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/docs/art6/guidance_art6_4_en.pdf
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3 Description of the proposal and the context of the Croom LAP 2020 
– 2026. 

3.0 Local Area Plan 2019 – 2026 

The LAP must be consistent with the objectives of the higher-level spatial plans, including the NPF, 
RSES and the Limerick Development Plan 2022-2028 as varied.  

The National Planning Framework (NPF) is the Government’s high-level strategic plan for shaping the 
future growth and development of our country out to the year 2040. The  purpose of the NPF, together 
with the National Development Plan (NDP), form ‘Project Ireland 2040’ to enable all parts of Ireland, 
rural and urban, to successfully accommodate growth and change, shifting population and economic 
growth  towards Ireland’s regions and cities other than Dublin, whilst recognising Dublin’s ongoing key 
role. 

The Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Southern Region provides a long-term, 
strategic development framework for the future physical, economic and social development of the 
Southern Region.  The RSES includes Metropolitan Area Strategic Plans (MASPs) to guide the future 
development of the Region’s three main cities and metropolitan areas – Cork, Limerick-Shannon and 
Waterford. 

The Limerick Development Plan 2022 – 2028 as varied sets out an overall strategy for the proper 
planning and sustainable development of Limerick over a 6-year period to 2028. It is informed by the 
policy and objectives of the RSES and NPF, a public consultation process, collaboration with other 
agencies including Statutory Bodies and Government Departments, local level strategies, Ministerial 
Guidelines issued pursuant to Section 28 of the Act, together with EU requirements, regarding 
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Appropriate Assessment (AA). The Limerick 
Development Plan was adopted as a Reserved Function of the Elected Members of Limerick City and 
County Council on 17th June 2022 and came into effect 29th July 2022.  Variation No. 1 to the Limerick 
Development Plan 2022–2028 was adopted by the Elected Members on the 22nd April 2023 comprising 
an amendment to Policy TR P11 Road Safety and Carrying Capacity of the non-national Road Network 
and Objective TR O37 Land Uses and Access Standards.  

Informed by the RSES and the NPF, the Limerick Development Plan identifies Croom as a Level four 
Large Village (>500 population) which cater for the daily and weekly needs of its inhabitants and the 
needs of the surrounding wider catchment area. Level four settlements provide a range of 
employment opportunities and services appropriate to their size and function, such as secondary and 
primary schools, childcare facilities, sports grounds/complexes, libraries, Garda stations, medical 
centres and a good range of local services including shops, pubs, post offices and banks/credit unions.  

The Croom LAP 2020 – 2026 as amended sets out a land use strategy for the proper planning and 
sustainable development of the town of Croom, complying with the provisions of higher-level spatial 
plans. The LAP consists of a written statement and maps indicating objectives for zoning of land, 
residential development, economic development, community infrastructure, built and natural 
heritage, vacancy, regeneration, open space and recreation, active travel and transport, 
environmental protection and climate action.   The total area of lands zoned in the Croom LAP is 
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158.17 hectares. This Plan also includes a Serviced Land Assessment, which informed the quantum 
and location of the land zoned in the Plan. The adoption of the LAP, and the proposed extension to 
the duration of the timeframe is a reserved function of Elected Members of the Adare-Rathkeale 
Municipal District.  The Croom LAP underwent an AA, SEA and Flood Risk assessment in 2020.  All the 
Plans in the hierarchy of spatial plans have under gone SEA and AA processes by the relevant 
competent authorities for each level of plan.   

 

3.1 Local Area Plan 2019 – 2026 proposed extension 

The proposed extension of duration of the Croom Local Area Plan 2020– 2026 as amended for a 
further four years until 2028 is a temporal expansion of the LAP. The main aim of this extension is to 
align the LAP with the wider County Development Plan. 

 
3.2  Consultation with the Environmental Stakeholders 

In accordance with Article 14A of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), 
Article 6(3) of the SEA Directive and the SEA Planning Regulations Limerick City and County Council 
invited environmental stakeholders to make a submission or observation in relation to whether or not 
the deferral of making an new LAP for Croom would be likely to have significant effects on the 
environment, prior to the Council making a determination. 
 
A notice via email to the Environmental Authorities including; The EPA, The Department of 
Environment, Climate and Communications and The Department of Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage,  under Article 14 A (4) of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) was 
issued by Limerick City and County Council on 17th September 2024 inviting written submissions on 
the proposed extension of duration for the Croom LAP. Contained within the notice, the deadline for 
submssions was  by 15th October 2024. 
 
A submission was received from the EPA in relation to the proposed extension of Croom LAP. Anumber 
of points were outlined in this submission. These points are outlined in the below table. No other  
submissions were received from the any other stakeholders by the deadline, October 15th 2024 in 
relation to the extension of duration of the Croom LAP. 
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Table 1- Summary of consultation with EPA 
Name/Group: Environmental Protection Agency 
Submission: Response 

1. The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) promotes the full and transparent 
integration of the findings of the 
Environmental Assessment into the 
Plan and advocates that the key 
environmental challenges for Ireland 
are considered and addressed, as 
relevant and appropriate to the Plan. 

 
2. The EPA’s guidance document “SEA of 

Local Authority Land Use Plans – EPA 
Recommendations and Resources”, 
assists Local Authorities to incorporate 
relevant recommendations as relevant 
and appropriate to the Plan.  
 

3. SEA Determination 
If an SEA determination hasn’t been made 
regarding the plan or programme a 
determination should be made on whether 
implementing the plan or programmes would 
be likely to have significant effect on the 
environment.  Guidance documentation on the 
SEA process is available on the EPA website and 
it is recommended that this is taken into 
account in the making of the SEA 
Determination. 
 

4. EPA SEA Screening Guidance 
EPA recommends the use of Good Practice 
Guidance for Strategic Environmental 
Assessment Screening. 
 
 
 

5. Strategic Environmental Assessment: 
Guidelines for Planning Authorities: 

EPA recommends the use of The Strategic 
Environmental Assessment: Guidelines for 
Regional Assemblies and Planning Authorities. 
 

6. Sustainable Development 
The Council should ensure that the 
implementing of the Plan or programme is 

1. Noted - this report relates to the 
extension of duration of the Croom Local 
Area Plan 2020-2026. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Noted - this report relates to the 
extension of duration of the Croom Local 
Area Plan 2020-2026.  
 
 
 
 
3. Noted - this report relates to the 
extension of duration of the Croom Local 
Area Plan 2020-2026 and is accompanied by 
a SEA screening carried out in accordance 
with the relevant guidance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Noted – this report relates to the 
extension of duration of the Croom Local 
Area Plan 2020-2026 and is accompanied by 
a SEA screening carried out in accordance 
with the relevant guidance. 
 
 
5. Noted – as above.  
 
 
 
 
 
6. Noted  
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consistent with the need for proper planning 
and sustainable development and national 
commitments on climate change mitigation and 
adaptation.  The Local Area Plan is required to 
be consistent with key relevant higher-level 
plans and programmes and consistent with the 
relevant objectives and policy commitments of 
the National Planning Framework and the 
Southern Regional Spatial and Economic 
Strategy.  
 
Compliance is also required with the OPW’s The 
Planning System and Flood Risk Management 
Guidelines for Planning Authorities. 
 

7. State of the Environment Report – 
Ireland’s Environment 2024 

The recommendations of the State of the 
Environment Report Irelands Environment, due 
to be published in October 2024 should be 
integrated into the plan over its lifetime.  
 
Available guidance and resources are outlined 
for the assistance of the Local Authority, 
including an SEA WebGis Tool. 

 
Any future amendments to the Plan should be 
screened for likely significant effects, using the 
same method as applied to the environmental 
assessment carried out to inform this plan.  
 
The Local Authority are required to ensure that 
the plan complies with the requirements of the 
Habitats Directive and where an Appropriate 
Assessment is required the findings and 
recommendations should be incorporated into 
the SEA and the plan or programme.  The EPA 
AA GeoTool is referenced here as a resource. 
 

8. Environmental Authorities 
Under the SEA Regulations, the Council should 
consult with: the Environmental Protection 
Agency; Minister for Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage; Minister for 
Environment, Climate and Communications; 
Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine; 
and any adjoining planning authority, whose 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Noted  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Noted – The Planning Authority have 

consulted with the Environmental 
Authorities and adjoining counties in 
the preparation of this report. 
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area is contiguous to the area of the Planning 
Authority, which prepared the proposed plan, 
proposed variation or local area plan. 

 
9. SEA Determination 

After the making of a determination on whether 
SEA is required or not a copy of the decision 
including reasons shall be made available for 
public inspection and a copy sent to the relevant 
environmental authorities. 
 

 
 
 
 
9. Noted – this report relates to the 
extension of duration of the Croom Local 
Area Plan 2020-2026.  This Mayor’s Report 
and associated screening document will be 
made available to view on the Council’s 
website.  
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4 Overview of the Receiving Environment 

4.1 Existing Environment Description 

The proposed extension of duration of the Croom Local Area Plan 2020 – 2026 by four years is a 
temporal expansion of the LAP. The main aim of this extension is to align the LAP with the wider 
County Development Plan. 

The proposed extension of duration of the Croom Local Area Plan 2020 – 2026 is a plan designed to 
support the development of the Croom village. This is a temporal expansion of a high level plan. Any 
future developments within or close to the area assessed in this report will be subject to AA during 
the development of that same project, and so any potential impacts to European sites will be assessed 
at that stage. Furthermore, the particular impacts associated with a specific development cannot be 
assessed until such a time as a detailed plan for that development exists. Therefore no effective AA 
can be completed in advance of the planning stage of any development. This plan of itself, will result 
in no material change within or outside the plan footprint. As a result there is no source pathway for 
potential impacts on European sites arising due to this plan.  

The Croom Local Area plan is concerned mainly with the village of Croom and its immediate surrounds 
in central Co. Limerick (See Fig. 1). The LAP covers an area of approximately 170 hectares, of which a 
total of 158.17 of lands are zoned. The village itself is an urban area that is surrounded by rural land. 
The landscape within the town is largely urban in nature with residential and commercial buildings as 
well as the associated infrastructure of roads, footpaths and amenity features. The town is situated in 
a lowland area surround by agricultural pasture land. The Laskiltagh Stream flows through the 
northern side of the village before joining the River Maigue at the northern extent of the LAP area. 
The Maigue River flows through the village. The Maigue continues north before joining the Shannon 
near Kildimo. There is an amenity park within the town situated on the banks of the Maigue.    

The footprint of the LAP area overlaps with no European site. However, as described above there is a 
hydrological connection to the Lower River Shannon SAC and the River Shannon and River Fergus 
Estuaries SPA through the Maigue.  

An ecological desk based survey was conducted using existing species and habitats data records 
November 13th 2024. This study comprised of a review of the NPWS Article 17 and article 12 data sets, 
and NDBC data. A field survey for habitats and pertinent species was conducted on Oct 31st. The 
findings of the studies are presented in the section below and represent a comprehensive review and 
combination of available data and field survey results. 
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4.2 Data Search Results   

4.2.0. Data Search Results    

Habitats The available NPWS Article 17 habitats datasets were reviewed on Nov 13th 2024. There were 
no records for any EU Annex I habitats recorded within or in close proximity to the LAP area. 

Biodiversity Ireland Database 

The National Biodiversity Data centre database was accessed on the on Aug 28th 2024 and the 
following information was obtained. Table 2. lists the protected faunal species (excluding birds) 
recorded within the footprint of the proposed LAP extension which pertains to the current study area. 
The database was also searched for records of Third Schedule non-native invasive species within the 
area. Table 2. lists the protected mammal, amphibian and invertebrate species recorded within the 
study area. Table 3 lists the birds species found recorded within the study area. Table 4. lists the non-
native invasive species recorded within the defined area. 

 

Table 2: NDBC species records within the immediate LAP area (Records of species pre 1990 were 
omitted as these are considered outdated). 

English Name Scientific Name Legal Status  
Irish Hare Lepus timidus subsp. 

hibernicus 
WA 

Common Pipistrelle  
 

Pipistrellus pipistrellus sensu 
stricto 

HD Annex IV, WA 

Daubenton's Bat  Myotis daubentonii HD Annex IV, WA 
Leisler’s Bat Nyctalus leisleri 

 
HD Annex IV, WA 

Soprano Pipistrelle  Pipistrellus pygmaeus 
 

HD Annex IV, WA 

Red Fox  
 

Vulpes vulpes WA 

Eurasian Badger  Meles meles WA 
European Otter  Lutra lutra HD Annex II, Annex IV, 

WA 
Common Frog  Rana temporaria  HD Annex V, WA 
Freshwater White-clawed 
Crayfish  

Austropotamobius pallipes HD Annex II, Annex IV, 
WA 

Table 3: NDBC bird species of conservation concern (listed under Annex 1 of the birds directive, Red 
or Amber listed on BoCCI 2020-2026 or both) recorded within the immediate LAP area. 

English Name Scientific Name Status  
Barn Owl  Tyto alba BD Annex I, BoCCI Red List 
Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica BoCCI, WA, 
Black-headed Gull  Larus ridibundus BOCCI Amber List 
Brambling  Fringilla montifringilla BoCCI Amber List 
Common Coot  Fulica atra BoCCI Amber List 
Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus BoCCI Red List 
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Common Kingfisher  Alcedo atthis BD Annex I, BOCCI Amber List 
Common Linnet  Carduelis cannabina BoCCI Amber List 
Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago BoCCI Red List 
Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris BoCCI Amber List 
Common Swift  Apus apus BoCCI Red List 
European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris BoCCI Amber List 
Goldcrest  Regulus regulus BoCCI Amber List 
Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus BoCCI Amber List 
Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea BoCCI Red List 
House Martin  Delichon urbicum BoCCI Amber List 
House Sparrow  Passer domesticus BoCCI Amber List 
Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos BoCCI Amber List 
Meadow Pipit Turdus viscivorus BoCCI Red List 
Mute Swan  Cygnus olor BoCCI Amber List 
Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus BoCCI Red List 
Redwing  Turdus iliacus BoCCI Red List 
Sand Martin  Riparia riparia BoCCI Amber List 
Sky Lark  Alauda arvensis BoCCI Amber List 
Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata BoCCI Amber List 
Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula BoCCI Amber List 
Whooper Swan  Cygnus cygnus BD Annex I, BOCCI Amber List 
Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus BoCCI Amber List 
Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella BoCCI Red List 

 

There were older records for species such as grey partridge Perdix perdix and concrake Crex crex 
within the data sets. However these records predated 1990 and were considered outdated and 
obsolete for the purpose of this report, the purpose of which is to assess ecologically extant 
populations of species. Within the LAP area and the relevant European sites.  

Table 4: NDBC records of non-native invasive species listed under the Third Schedule of The European 
Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011. 

Scientific Name  English Name  
Giant Hogweed  Heracleum mantegazzianum 
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4.3 Field Survey Results   

The following is a summary of the habitats contained within the Croom LAP area. For visual 
representation of the same, please see fig. 2 below. The footprint of the area of the Croom LAP area 
consists of a number of habitats. These are described in order of declining area below. The LAP area 
footprint consists of mostly agricultural pasture land improved agricultural land (GA1) and fringed by 
a network of hedgerows (WL1) of varying quality with some treelines (WL2). Some of the fields are 
drained by artificial drainage channels and ditches (FW4).  

The village itself largely consists of urban habitats such as hard stand and buildings (BL3). Gardens and 
amenity planting areas, flower beds and borders (BC4) artificial garden ponds (FL8) make up a small 
portion of the habitats within the footprint of Croom village. There are some smaller areas of 
stonewalls and other stonework (BL1), scattered trees. Croom park (WD5) contains mixed broadleaf 
and conifer woodland (WD2) and amenity Grassland (GA2).   

The river Maigue [EPA Code: 24M01] (FW2) flows north through the town. This Maigue and its 
tributaries are important spawning waters for salmon. The latter stage of The Maigue forms part of 
the Lower River Shannon SAC and the River Shannon and River Fergus Estuaries SPA. By the time the 
Maigue reaches Croom, it can be classified as a lowland depositing river. South of the village the river 
is slow moving and deep. After passing a weir feature approximately 350m south of Croom Mill, the 
river takes becomes shallower and faster flowing and could be characterised as FW1. A narrow fringe 
of riparian habitats containing species such as reed canary grass, common club rush, nodding – 
branched and unbranched bur reed, and willow spp occurs in places along the river banks. There is 
similar habitat on small islands in the deeper southern portion of the river. This habitat is best 
described as Reed and tall sedge swamp (FS1). There is a band of woodland to the south of Croom Mill 
on both sides of the river. This is wet woodland characterised by the presence of birch Betula pendula 
and pubescens, willow sallix spp., some oak Quercus petraea. A heavy cover of horse chestnut Aesculus 
hippocastanum and sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus are present the tree layer. Horse chestnut is the 
dominant tree species over much of the woodland area. There are some beech Fagus sylvatica and 
some pine species specimens. The Understory is poorly developed but contains scattered holly Ilex 
aquifolium and sparse wych elm Ulmus glabra. The ground vegetation layer is poorly developed and 
bare in places but in some, less frequent areas, is well formed and contains sedge species Pendulous 
sedge Carex pendula, Glaucous sedge Carex flacca, fern species Dryopteris dilatata and polypody spp., 
common nettle Urtica dioica and Ivy Hedera hibernica is ubiquitous. Polypody ferns are abundant on 
the branches and trunks of trees as are moss species Hypnum cupressiforme, Hypnum jutlandicum 
and Kindbergia praelonga. There is a smaller patch area of woodland north of Croom mill on private 
land, to the west of the river bank that contains dryer, planted non-native woodland (WD2). Within 
the immediate surrounds of the Maigue, Giant Hogweed Heracleum mantegazzianum is abundant. 
This is listed as a high impact invasive alien species on the third schedule of the European Communities 
(Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations, 2011. There are some smaller patches of species poor, dry 
Mixed broadleaved/conifer woodland (WD2) scattered around the LAP area but these are small and 
poorly connected.  
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Table 4: Field survey results terrestrial mammal  

English Name Scientific Name Status  
Otter  
 

Lutra lutra  HD Annex II, Annex IV, 
WA 

Eurasian Badger  Meles meles WA 
 

Table 5: Bird species found during field survey  

English Name Scientific Name Status  
Rook  Corvus frugilegus BoCCI Green List  
Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula BoCCI Green List  
Black-headed Gull  Larus ridibundus BOCCI Amber List 
Magpie  Pica pica  BoCCI Green List  
Wren Troglodytes troglodytes BoCCI Green List  
Robin Erithacus rubecula BoCCI Green List  
Wood pigeon Columba palumbus BoCCI Green List  
Dipper Cinclus cinclus BoCCI Green List 
Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea BoCCI Green List 
Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris BoCCI Amber List 
Great White Egret  Ardea alba BoCCI Green List 
Blue tit  Cyanistes caeruleus BoCCI Green List 
Goldcrest  Regulus regulus BoCCI Amber List 
Great Tit  Parus major  BoCCI Green List 
Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea BoCCI Red List 
Coal Tit  Periparus ater BoCCI Green List 
House Sparrow  Passer domesticus BoCCI Amber List 
Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos BoCCI Amber List 
Long Tailed Tit  Aegithalus caudatus BoCCI Green List 
Mute Swan  Cygnus olor BoCCI Amber List 
Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus BoCCI Green List  
Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos BoCCI Green List 
Blackbird  Turdus merula BoCCI Green List 
Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula BoCCI Green List 
Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix BoCCI Green List 

 

Table 6: Field survey results non-native invasive species listed under the Third Schedule of The 
European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011. 

English Name Scientific Name Status  
Giant Hogweed  
 

Heracleum mantegazzianum 3rd Schedule ECR Regulations, 
2011 
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Fig. 2: Field survey photos, October 2024 
 

 

 

 
Plate-1: Dipper Cinclus cinclus, Maigue, Croom Plate-2: Riparian fringe habitat typical on parts of River 

Maigue, Croom   
 

 

 

 

Plate-3: Two Otters Lutra lutra River Maigue, Croom Plate-4: Harts Tongue Fern Asplenium scolopendrium on 
stone wall habitat, Croom  

 

 

 

Plate-5: Great White Egret Ardea alba River Maigue, 
Croom  , this is the second county record for this 
species in County Limerick 

Plate-6: Old Railway station, abandoned building, Croom   
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Plate-7: Smaller of the weirs in River Maigue Croom    Plate-8: Polypodium cambrica growing in the mill wheel 
housing unit, River Maigue 
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Fig. 3. Croom LAP Area Habitat Map  
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5 SCREENING ASSESSMENT 

5.1 Introduction 

This stage of the process identifies any likely significant effects upon European Sites from the proposal, 
either alone or in combination with other projects or plans. The Screening Assessment is progressed 
in order to determine: 

• Whether the proposal can be excluded from AA requirements because it is directly connected 
with or necessary to the management of a European site; and 

• Whether the proposal has the potential to give rise to significant effects on a European site, 
either alone or in combination with other projects or plans, in view of the site’s conservation 
objectives or conversely, that the potential for significant effects cannot be excluded. 

In the instance of this proposal, it is not directly connected to or necessary for the management of any 
European site, therefore the potential for significant effects must be evaluated, as per the second test. 

5.2 Identification of Relevant Natura 2000 Sites 

A standard source-receptor-pathway conceptual model was used to identify a preliminary list of 
‘relevant’ European sites (i.e. those which could be potentially affected due to connectivity via impact 
pathways). This conceptual model is a standard tool in environmental assessment. In order for an 
effect to occur, all three elements of this mechanism must be in place. The absence or removal of one 
of the elements of the mechanism means there is no likelihood for the effect to occur. In the context 
of the proposal, the model comprises: 

• Source(s) – e.g. noise disturbance, habitat loss, pollution. 

• Pathway(s) – e.g. drains and streams connecting to European Sites; increased human activity; 
creation of barriers to movement/migration. 

• Receptor(s) – Qualifying habitats and species of European Sites. 

The designated European Sites identified in the wider study area of the proposal are detailed in Table 
1, showing the designated site name, code and distance of separation. Designated European Sites 
were considered within a 15km buffer, in line with published guidance (NPWS, 2010); these are 
identified in Figure 5. Potential pathways for impacts affecting European Sites outside of this buffer 
were also evaluated; however, given the size and scale of the proposed jetty installation works, no 
pathways for effects at this extent were identified.  

All sites which were considered are shown in Figure 7; no additional SPA or SAC sites were screened 
in following this process. It is vital that an assessment of potential source-pathway-receptor links is 
undertaken to assess potential impact links between the receptor (European Sites) and source 
(proposed development) to establish the risk of any likely significant effects. Additional designated 
sites including proposed Natural Heritage Areas (pNHA’s), Natural Heritage Areas and RAMSAR sites 
were also reviewed, as although they do not form part of the Appropriate Assessment, they often 
provide important supporting functions to European Sites. 
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Information collected on the sensitivity of the Qualifying Interests (i.e. the stated Conservation 
Objectives) of each European Site identified in Table 3 was assessed with reference to the proposal, 
with regard to any likely significant effects.  

The potential for hydrological pathways to connect potential impacts arising from the proposal with 
European Sites downstream have been examined, with regard to the potential for significant effects 
in the absence of protective measures or measures intended as mitigation for the avoidance of 
impacts on the sensitivities of a European Site. 

As outlined in Table 3, one European site identified within the 15km buffer has been evaluated in 
terms of potential connectivity to the proposed development by reason of proximity, hydrological 
pathways, supporting features of importance to qualifying interests’ structure and function, etc.
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           Fig. 4 SAC sites relative to footprint of proposed extension to Croom LAP 
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    Fig. 5. SPA sites relative to footprint of proposed extension to Croom LAP 
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Table 4: List of designated European Sites identified within a 15km buffer of the study area for the proposed extension of the Croom LAP 

European 
Site  

Site 
code  

Distance from 
area of 
proposed LAP 
extension  
 

Qualifying interests of the 
European site  

Identification of potential source pathway 
receptors for potential significant impacts   

Pathway for 
Significant 
Effects 

Potential for In- 
Combination 
Effects 

Special Areas of Conservation    
Curraghchase Woods 000174 Approx. 

10.9KM north 
west of the 
Croom LAP 
area 

Alluvial forests with Alnus 
glutinosa and Fraxinus 
excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion 
incanae, Salicion albae) [91E0] 
 
Taxus baccata woods of the 
British Isles [91J0] 
 
Vertigo moulinsiana 
(Desmoulin's Whorl Snail) 
[1016] 
 
Rhinolophus hipposideros 
(Lesser Horseshoe Bat) [1303] 

This SAC is situated inside the 15Km buffer 
radius of the proposed LAP extension area 
and so was considered for assessment. 
 
There will be no direct effects on the habitats 
or species within this SAC as the proposed 
extension of the Croom LAP is located entirely 
outside the boundary of this designated site 
and lacks any downstream hydrological 
connection.  
 
The proposed extension of duration of the 
Croom LAP is a temporal expansion of the 
LAP. The main aim of this extension is to align 
the LAP with the wider County Development 
Plan. The proposed LAP extension is a high 
level plan and will not directly result in any 
material change to any Q.I. species or habitats 
within the SAC.  
 
As such, in the absence of any mitigation, 

No  No  
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there is no potential for any significant effect 
on the Q.I.  receptors within this SAC arising 
due to the proposed extension of the Croom 
LAP. 
 

Askeaton Fen 
Complex 

002279 Approx. 
12.75Km north 
west of Croom 
LAP area 

Calcareous fens with Cladium 
mariscus and species of the 
Caricion davallianae [7210] 
 
Alkaline fens [7230] 

This SAC is situated inside the 15Km buffer 
radius of the proposed LAP extension area 
and so was considered for assessment. 
 
There will be no direct effects on the habitats 
or species within this SAC as the proposed 
extension of the Croom LAP is located entirely 
outside the boundary of this designated site 
and lacks any downstream hydrological 
connection.  
 
The proposed extension of duration of the 
Croom LAP is a temporal expansion of the 
LAP. The main aim of this extension is to align 
the LAP with the wider County Development 
Plan. The proposed LAP extension is a high 
level plan and will not directly result in any 
material change to any Q.I. species or habitats 
within the SAC.  
 
As such, in the absence of any mitigation, 
there is no potential for any significant effect 
on the Q.I.  receptors within this SAC arising 
due to the proposed extension of the Croom 
LAP. 
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Glen Bog  001430 Approx. 
13.5Km south 
east of the 
Croom LAP 
area 

Alluvial forests with Alnus 
glutinosa and Fraxinus 
excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion 
incanae, Salicion albae) [91E0] 
 
 

This SAC is situated inside the 15Km buffer 
radius of the proposed LAP extension area 
and so was considered for assessment. 
 
There will be no direct effects on the habitats 
or species within this SAC as the proposed 
extension of the Croom LAP is located entirely 
outside the boundary of this designated site 
and lacks any downstream hydrological 
connection.  
 
The proposed extension of duration of the 
Croom LAP is a temporal expansion of the 
LAP. The main aim of this extension is to align 
the LAP with the wider County Development 
Plan. The proposed LAP extension is a high 
level plan and will not directly result in any 
material change to any Q.I. species or habitats 
within the SAC.  
 
As such, in the absence of any mitigation, 
there is no potential for any significant effect 
on the Q.I.  receptors within the SAC arising 
due to the proposed extension of the Croom 
LAP. 
 

No No 

Tory Hill SAC 000439 Approx. 1km 
north east of 
Croom LAP 
area 

Semi-natural dry grasslands 
and scrubland facies on 
calcareous substrates 
(Festuco-Brometalia) (* 
important orchid sites) [6210] 
 
Calcareous fens with Cladium 

This SAC is situated inside the 15Km buffer 
radius of the proposed LAP extension area 
and so was considered for assessment. 
 
There will be no direct effects on the habitats 
or species within this SAC as the proposed 
extension of the Croom LAP is located entirely 

No No 
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mariscus and species of the 
Caricion davallianae [7210] 
 
Alkaline fens [7230] 

outside the boundary of this designated site 
and lacks any downstream hydrological 
connection.  
 
The proposed extension of duration of the 
Croom LAP is a temporal expansion of the 
LAP. The main aim of this extension is to align 
the LAP with the wider County Development 
Plan. The proposed LAP extension is a high 
level plan and will not directly result in any 
material change to any Q.I. species or habitats 
within the SAC.  
 
As such, in the absence of any mitigation, 
there is no potential for any significant effect 
on the Q.I.  receptors within the SAC arising 
due to the proposed extension of the Croom 
LAP. 
 

Lower River Shannon 
SAC 

002165 6Km north 
west of Croom 
LAP area 

[1110] Sandbanks which are slightly 
covered by sea water all the time  
 
[1130] Estuaries  
 
[1140] Mudflats and sandflats not 
covered by seawater at low tide  
 
[1150] Coastal lagoons  
 
[1160] Large shallow inlets and bays  
 
[1170] Reefs  
 
[1220] Perennial vegetation of stony 
banks  
 

This SAC is located approximately 6Km 
directly north west from the Croom LAP area. 
As this SAC falls within the 15Km radius and 
there is a hydrological connection between 
the Croom LAP area and the SAC through the 
River Maigue this SAC has been assessed in 
this document.  
 
There will be no direct effects on the habitats 
or species within this SAC as the proposed 
extension of the Croom LAP is located entirely 
outside the boundary of this designated site. 
 
 

No No 
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[1230] Vegetated sea cliffs of the 
Atlantic and Baltic coasts  
 
[1310] Salicornia and other annuals 
colonising mud and sand  
 
[1330] Atlantic salt meadows 
(Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae)  
 
[1410] Mediterranean salt meadows 
(Juncetalia maritimi)  
 
[3260] Water courses of plain to 
montane levels with the Ranunculion 
fluitantis and Callitricho-Batrachion 
vegetation  
 
[6410] Molinia meadows on 
calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden 
soils (Molinion caeruleae)  
 
[91E0] Alluvial forests with Alnus 
glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior 
(Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, 
Salicion albae)  
 
[1029] Margaritifera margaritifera 
(Freshwater Pearl Mussel)  
 
[1095] Petromyzon marinus (Sea 
Lamprey)  
 
[1096] Lampetra planeri (Brook 
Lamprey)  
 
[1099] Lampetra fluviatilis (River 
Lamprey)  
 
[1106] Salmo salar (Salmon)  
 

Due to the hydrological connection of the LAP 
area with the SAC through the Maigue,  the 
application of the precautionary principle, a 
potential pathway for effect on some or all of 
the Q.I. habitats and species was identified. 
 
The potential for disturbance to otter was also 
assessed. There may be some suitable habitat 
for otter on the River Maigue and Otter was 
detected during the field surveys undertaken 
as part of this study. 
 
However, the main aim the proposed 
extension of duration of the Croom LAP is the 
alignment of the LAP with the wider County 
Development Plan. The proposed LAP 
extension is a high level plan and will not 
directly result in any material change to any 
Q.I. species or habitats within the SAC.  
 
As such, in the absence of any mitigation, 
there is no potential for any significant effect 
on the Q.I.  receptors within the SAC arising 
due to the proposed extension of the Croom 
LAP. 
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[1349] Tursiops truncatus (Common 
Bottlenose Dolphin)  
 
[1355] Lutra lutra (Otter)  

Special Protection Area   

River Shannon and 
Fergus estuaries SPA 

004077 Approx. 
10.6Km north 
west of the 
Croom LAP 
area. 

[A017] Cormorant (Phalacrocorax 
carbo)  
 
[A038] Whooper Swan (Cygnus 
cygnus)  
 
[A046] Light-bellied Brent Goose 
(Branta bernicla hrota)  
 
[A048] Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna)  
 
[A050] Wigeon (Anas penelope)  
 
[A052] Teal (Anas crecca)  
 
[A054] Pintail (Anas acuta)  
 
[A056] Shoveler (Anas clypeata)  
 
[A062] Scaup (Aythya marila)  
 
[A137] Ringed Plover (Charadrius 
hiaticula) 
 
[A140] Golden Plover (Pluvialis 
apricaria)  
 
[A141] Grey Plover (Pluvialis 
squatarola)  
 
[A142] Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus)  
 
[A143] Knot (Calidris canutus)  
 

This SPA is situated inside the 15Km buffer 
radius of the proposed LAP extension area. 
It is located approximately 10Km directly 
north west from the Croom LAP area. 
As there is a hydrological connection between 
the Croom LAP area and the SPA through the 
River Maigue.  
 
There will be no direct effects on the habitats 
or species within this SPA as the proposed 
extension of the Croom LAP is located entirely 
outside the boundary of this designated site. 
 
Due to the hydrological connection of the LAP 
area with the SAC through the Maigue, the 
application of the precautionary principle, a 
potential pathway for effect on some or all of 
the Q.I. habitats and species was identified. 
 
However, the proposed extension of duration 
of the Croom is a temporal expansion of the 
LAP. The main aim of this extension is to align 
the LAP with the wider County Development 
Plan. The proposed LAP extension is a high 
level plan and will not directly result in any 
material change to any Q.I. species or habitats 
within the SPA.  

No No 
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[A149] Dunlin (Calidris alpina)  
 
[A156] Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa 
limosa)  
 
[A157] Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa 
lapponica)  
 
[A160] Curlew (Numenius arquata)  
 
[A162] Redshank (Tringa totanus)  
 
[A164] Greenshank (Tringa nebularia)  
 
[A179] Black-headed Gull 
(Chroicocephalus ridibundus)  
 
[A999] Wetland and Waterbirds  

 
As such, in the absence of any mitigation, 
there is no potential for any significant effect 
on the Q.I.  receptors within the SAC arising 
due to the proposed extension of the Croom 
LAP. 
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5.3 Potential Cumulative and In-combination Effects 

5.3.1 Other Plans and Programs 

Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive requires an assessment of a plan or project to consider 
other plans or programmes that might, in combinations with the plan or project, have the 
potential to adversely impact upon European Sites. The characteristics of the LAP are 
foreseen to have no effects to any European Sites. It is thought that the proposed LAP in-
combination with the project listed below are not likely to have significant effects on any 
European Site. However, following a precautionary approach relevant plans and projects 
have been assessed. A list of the plans and projects considered are as follows: 

 
• Limerick Development Plan 2022-2028; 
• Cork County Development Plan 2022-2028; 
• The Cork City Development Plan 2022-2028; 
• Kerry County Development Plan 2022-2028; 
• Clare County Development Plan 2023-2029; 
• Tipperary County Development Plan 2022- 2028 
• Limerick Shannon Metropolitan Area Transport Strategy; 
• Smarter Travel: A Sustainable Transport Future, A new Transport policy for 

Ireland, 2009 –2020; 
• Abbeyfeale Local Area Plan 2023-2029;  
• Adare Local Area Plan 2024 – 2030;  
• Askeaton Local Area Plan 2015 – 2021 (Extended to February 2025); 
• Caherconlish Local Area Plan 2023 – 2029; 
• Castleconnell Local Area Plan 2023 – 2029;  
• Kilmallock Local Area Plan 2019-2028;  
• Newcastle West Local Area Plan 2023 – 2029; 
• Patrickswell Local Area Plan 2024 – 2030; 
• Rathkeale Local Area Plan 2023 – 2029; 
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Table 5.  Outlines plans or projects that were considered under the precautionary principal with regards to possible interaction with the LAP 
to cause in-combination effects to European Sites. 

Plan or project Status Overview Possible significant 
effects from plan or 
project 

Possible 
significant in- 
combination effects 

Risk of significant in- combination 
effects with the proposed extension 
of Croom Local Area Plan 

Limerick 
Development 
Plan  
2022 -2028 

Published The Plan sets out Limerick 
City & County Council’s 
policies for the sustainable 
development of the County 
to 2028 and beyond. 

No 
Appropriate 
Assessment carried 
out 

None 
Development proposals which arise as 
a result of the Development Plan are 
subject to Appropriate Assessment. 
This will provide specific project level 
detail to ensure no adverse significant 
effects to European Sites. 

Cork County 
Development Plan 
2022-2028 

Published The Plan sets out Cork 
County Council’s policies for 
the sustainable development 
of the County to 2028 and 
beyond. 

No 
Appropriate 
Assessment carried 
out 

None 
Development proposals which arise as 
a result of the Development Plan are 
subject to Appropriate Assessment. 
This will provide specific project level 
detail to ensure no adverse significant 
effects to European Sites. 

The Cork City 
Development Plan 
2022-2028 

Published The Plan sets out Cork City 
Council’s policies for the 
sustainable development of 
the County to 2028 and 
beyond. 

No 
Appropriate 
Assessment carried 
out 

None  
Development proposals which arise as 
a result of the Development Plan are 
subject to Appropriate Assessment. 
This will provide specific project level 
detail to ensure no adverse significant 
effects to European Sites. 
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Kerry County 
Development Plan 
2022-2028 

Published The Plan sets out Kerry 
County Council’s policies for 
the sustainable development 
of the County to 2028 and 
beyond. 

No 
Appropriate 
Assessment carried 
out 

None 
Development proposals which arise as 
a result of the Development Plan are 
subject to Appropriate Assessment. 
This will provide specific project level 
detail to ensure no adverse significant 
effects to European Sites. 

Clare County 
Development Plan 
2023-2029 

Published The Plan sets out Clare 
County Council’s policies for 
the sustainable development 
of the County to 2029 and 
beyond. 

No 
Appropriate 
Assessment carried 
out 

None Development proposals which arise as 
a result of the Development Plan are 
subject to Appropriate Assessment. 
This will provide specific project level 
detail to ensure no adverse significant 
effects to European Sites. 

Tipperary County 
Development Plan 
2022- 2028 

Published The Plan sets out Tipperary 
County Council’s policies for 
the sustainable development 
of the County to 2028 and 
beyond. 

No 
Appropriate 
Assessment carried 
out 

None Development proposals which arise as 
a result of the Development Plan are 
subject to Appropriate Assessment. 
This will provide specific project level 
detail to ensure no adverse significant 
effects to European Sites. 
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Smarter Travel: A 
Sustainable 
Transport 
Future, A new 
Transport policy for 
Ireland, 2009 – 
2020; 

Published A framework for actions 
aimed at ensuring that 
alternatives to the car are 
more widely available, 
mainly through a radically 
improved public transport 
service and through 
investment in cycling and 
walking. Actions aimed at 
improving the fuel efficiency 
of motorised transport 
through improved fleet 
structure, energy efficient 
driving and alternative 
technologies, and actions 
aimed at strengthening 
institutional arrangements 
to deliver the targets. 

No  
Stage 1 Appropriate 
Assessment carried 
out 

None 
 

The overarching aim of this document is 
the reduction of travel and the 
associated emissions through the 
reduction of private transport. No 
potential cumulative impacts can arise 
as a result of this. 

Abbeyfeale Local Area 
Plan 2023-2029  

 

Published The overall purpose of this 
Local Area Plan is to set out a 
strategy for the proper 
planning and sustainable 
development of the 
Abbeyfeale area. 

No 
AA was undertaken. 

No 
 

 

No impacts are foreseen as arising as a 
result of the proposed Croom LAP due 
to the conceptual nature of the plan. 
Any projects that occur within the 
footprint of this plan in the future will 
be subject to AA and should be impacts 
can only be assessed then. As the 
Abbeyfeale Local Area plan contains 
similar high level concepts and 
information, in- combination impacts 
can arise. Thus, in- combination effects 
cannot arise.  Therefore, no in- 
combination effects are foreseen. 
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Adare Local Area Plan 

2024 - 2030  
 

Published The overall purpose of this 
Local Area Plan is to set out a 
strategy for the proper 
planning and sustainable 
development of the Adare 
area. 

No 
 

AA was undertaken. 

No 
 

 

No impacts are foreseen as arising as a 
result of the proposed Croom LAP due 
to the conceptual nature of the plan. 
Any projects that occur within the 
footprint of this plan in the future will 
be subject to AA and should be impacts 
can only be assessed then. As the 
Adare Local Area plan contains similar 
high level concepts and information, 
in- combination impacts can arise. 
Thus, in- combination effects cannot 
arise.  Therefore, no in- combination 
effects are foreseen. 

Askeaton Local Area 

Plan 2015 – 2021 

(Extended to February 

2025); 
 

Published The overall purpose of this 
Local Area Plan is to set out a 
strategy for the proper 
planning and sustainable 
development of the 
Askeaton area. 

No 
 

AA was undertaken. 

No 
 

 

No impacts are foreseen as arising as a 
result of the proposed Croom LAP due 
to the conceptual nature of the plan. 
Any projects that occur within the 
footprint of this plan in the future will 
be subject to AA and should be impacts 
can only be assessed then. As the 
Askeaton Local Area plan contains 
similar high level concepts and 
information, in- combination impacts 
can arise. Thus, in- combination effects 
cannot arise.  Therefore, no in- 
combination effects are foreseen. 

Caherconlish Local 
Area Plan 2023 – 2029 

Published The overall purpose of this 
Local Area Plan is to set out a 
strategy for the proper 
planning and sustainable 
development of the 
Caherconlish area. 

No 
 

AA was undertaken. 

No 
 

 

No impacts are foreseen as arising as a 
result of the proposed Croom LAP due 
to the conceptual nature of the plan. 
Any projects that occur within the 
footprint of this plan in the future will 
be subject to AA and should be impacts 
can only be assessed then. As the 
Caherconlish Local Area plan contains 
similar high level concepts and 
information, in- combination impacts 
can arise. Thus, in- combination effects 
cannot arise.  Therefore, no in- 
combination effects are foreseen. 
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Castleconnell Local 

Area Plan 2023 – 2029;  
 

Published The overall purpose of this 
Local Area Plan is to set out a 
strategy for the proper 
planning and sustainable 
development of the 
Castleconnell area. 

No 
 

AA was undertaken. 

No 
 

 

No impacts are foreseen as arising as a 
result of the proposed Croom LAP due 
to the conceptual nature of the plan. 
Any projects that occur within the 
footprint of this plan in the future will 
be subject to AA and should be impacts 
can only be assessed then. As the 
Castleconnell Local Area plan contains 
similar high level concepts and 
information, in- combination impacts 
can arise. Thus, in- combination effects 
cannot arise.  Therefore, no in- 
combination effects are foreseen. 

Kilmallock Local Area 

Plan 2019-2028; as 

amended  
 

Published The overall purpose of this 
Local Area Plan is to set out a 
strategy for the proper 
planning and sustainable 
development of the 
Kilmallock area. 

No 
 

AA was undertaken. 

No 
 

 

No impacts are foreseen as arising as a 
result of the proposed Croom LAP due 
to the conceptual nature of the plan. 
Any projects that occur within the 
footprint of this plan in the future will 
be subject to AA and should be impacts 
can only be assessed then. As the 
Kilmallock  Local Area plan contains 
similar high level concepts and 
information, in- combination impacts 
can arise. Thus, in- combination effects 
cannot arise.  Therefore, no in- 
combination effects are foreseen. 

Newcastle West Local 

Area Plan 2023 – 2029; 
 

Published The overall purpose of this 
Local Area Plan is to set out a 
strategy for the proper 
planning and sustainable 
development of the 
Newcastle West area. 

No 
 

AA was undertaken. 

No 
 

 

No impacts are foreseen as arising as a 
result of the proposed Croom LAP due 
to the conceptual nature of the plan. 
Any projects that occur within the 
footprint of this plan in the future will 
be subject to AA and should be impacts 
can only be assessed then. As the 
Newcastle West Local Area plan 
contains similar high level concepts 
and information, in- combination 
impacts can arise. Thus, in- 
combination effects cannot arise.  
Therefore, no in- combination effects 
are foreseen. 
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Patrickswell Local Area 

Plan 2024 – 2030; 

 

Published The overall purpose of this 
Local Area Plan is to set out a 
strategy for the proper 
planning and sustainable 
development of the 
Patrickswell area. 

No 
 

AA was undertaken. 

No 
 

 

No impacts are foreseen as arising as a 
result of the proposed Croom LAP due 
to the conceptual nature of the plan. 
Any projects that occur within the 
footprint of this plan in the future will 
be subject to AA and should be impacts 
can only be assessed then. As the 
Patrickswell Local Area plan contains 
similar high level concepts and 
information, in- combination impacts 
can arise. Thus, in- combination effects 
cannot arise.  Therefore, no in- 
combination effects are foreseen. 

Rathkeale Local Area 

Plan 2023 – 2029; 

 

Published The overall purpose of this 
Local Area Plan is to set out a 
strategy for the proper 
planning and sustainable 
development of the 
Rathkeale area. 

No 
 

AA was undertaken. 

No 
 

 

No impacts are foreseen as arising as a 
result of the proposed Croom LAP due 
to the conceptual nature of the plan. 
Any projects that occur within the 
footprint of this plan in the future will 
be subject to AA and should be impacts 
can only be assessed then. As the 
Rathkeale Local Area plan contains 
similar high level concepts and 
information, in- combination impacts 
can arise. Thus, in- combination effects 
cannot arise.  Therefore, no in- 
combination effects are foreseen. 
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From an evaluation of the nature of the proposed extension of duration of the Croom LAP for 
a further four years to December 2028, no European Sites were considered to be subject to 
potential cumulative or in-combination impacts which may lead to likely significant effects. 
As there is no potential for the proposal to result in any individual effect on any European 
Site, therefore it cannot contribute to any cumulative effect. There are no likely significant 
residual effects and no significant cumulative and/or in-combination effects on any of the QIs 
within the European sites identified with regard to the proposed extension of duration of the 
Croom LAP.  
 

6 CONCLUSION STATEMENT 

The proposed extension of the Croom 2022-2026 by four years until 2028. This will benefit the Croom 
area through the provision of a road map for future sustainable development. The proposed plan 
extension footprint is not situated within any EU or designated sites for nature conservation.  

From an evaluation of the proposal description, and the consideration of potential impact pathways 
with connectivity to the wider environment, there are no SAC or SPA sites within proximity of the 
proposed development, and no pathways for impacts are identified whereby indirect effects may 
occur affecting other European sites at a distance from the proposed works. 

On the basis of the description of the proposed extension of the Croom LAP and taking account of the 
ecological information and data provided to inform this assessment, it has been evaluated that the 
potential for likely significant effects on the special conservation interests of SACs and SPAs within the 
recommended distance can be excluded in the absence of protective measures or mitigation 
measures to avoid significant effects, and in view of best scientific evidence in the field.  

This Screening for AA report has determined that there is no potential for significant direct, indirect 
or cumulative impacts which could affect the qualifying interests/special conservation interests of the 
European sites within the study area. It is therefore concluded, beyond reasonable scientific doubt, 
that the proposal will not give rise to significant effects, either individually or in combination with 
other plans and projects, within the identified European Site(s). 

On the basis of objective scientific information, this Screening has therefore excluded the potential 
for the proposed extension to the Croom LAP, individually or in combination with other plans or 
projects, to give rise to any significant effect on a European site. Consequently, it is concluded that the 
extension to the Croom LAP, does not require Appropriate Assessment. 
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7 Appendix 1 AA Determination 

 

 

Appropriate Assessment Screening Determination  

under  

Section 177U and Section177V of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended,  

for the  

Croom Local Area Plan 2020-2026 – Proposed Extension of Duration for a further four years to 
December 2028 

 

 

In order to comply with the requirements of Section 177U and Sections 177V of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000, as amended, and pursuant to Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive as to 
whether or not a plan or project would adversely affect the integrity of any European site(s), this 
Appropriate Assessment determination is being made by Limerick City and County Council relating to 
the potential for the proposed extension of duration of the Croom Local Area Plan 2020- 2026 to have 
any likely significant effects on any European Sites.  

In carrying out this Appropriate Assessment (AA) Final Determination, the Council is taking into 
account the matters specified under Part XAB of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as 
amended), including the following: 

 

• The AA Screening Report for the extension of duration of the Croom Local Area Plan 2020 – 
for a further  four years to 2028 

• Submissions received in accordance with  Article 14A (2) of the Planning and Development 
Regulations 2001 (as amended) 

• The alignment of the Croom Local Area Plan 2020 – 2026 as amended with higher-level spatial 
plans that have been assessed in terms of appropriate Assessment. 
 

The proposed extension of duration of the Croom Local Area Plan 2020 – 2026 to December 2028 is a 
continuation of current policies and objectives of the current LAP that are not of a nature, which could 
have a likely significant effect on the Natura 2000 Network. In-combination effects from interactions 
with other plans and projects were considered in this assessment. 

 

The conclusion of the AA Screening Process is “This Screening for AA report has determined that there 
is no potential for significant direct, indirect or cumulative impacts which could affect the qualifying 
interests/special conservation interests of the European sites within the study area. It is therefore 
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concluded, beyond reasonable scientific doubt, that the proposal will not give rise to significant 
effects, either individually or in combination with other plans and projects, within the identified 
European Site(s).” As such, a Stage 2 Appropriate Assessment / Natura Impact Report is not required.  

The undersigned, having carefully considered the information referred to above agrees with and 
adopts the reasoning and conclusions presented.  

 

Signed:  __________________________________ 

 

Position: Director of Services 

 

Date:   __________________________________  
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