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ÅThe cover everything from Wet Grasslands to 
Shallow Coastal Waters

ÅThey include: 
ÅEstuaries and their surrounding flood plains,

ÅLakes, turloughs, lagoons and ponds,

ÅRivers and their flood plains, canals, streams and drains,

ÅBogs, fens and swamps,

ÅDune slacks and wet machair

ÅCoastal shorelines

What are Wetlands?



Why are Wetlands Important?



ÅWetlands and their biodiversity are crucial for mitigation 
against the effects of climate change

ÅProtection and restoration of wetlands is essential

ÅWe need to stop destroying them and start restoring 
them! 

Wetlands are not Wastelands
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ÅDeclining numbers in the past 40 years (50% loss)

ÅResident Mute Swans and wintering Whooper Swans

ÅGreylag Geese, former winter migrant, introduced resident

ÅWintering Brent Geese

ÅDabbling Ducks
ÅMallard, Shoveler, Teal, Wigeon, Gadwall & Shelduck

ÅDiving Ducks
ÅTufted Duck, Pochard & Scaup

Swans, Ducks & Geese



Whooper Swan



White-fronted Goose & Greylag Goose



Brent Goose



Dabbling Ducks - Mallard



Dabbling Ducks ïTeal & Gadwall



Dabbling Ducks ïWigeon & Shoveler



Dabbling Ducks ïShelduck & Pintail



Dabbling Ducks ïGarganey



Diving Ducks ïTufted Duck & Pochard



Diving Ducks ïScaup & Red-breasted Merganser 



ÅLargest numbers on the Shannon Estuary

Some also frequent fresh water wetlands and damp grasslands
ÅLapwing, Curlew, Snipe, Golden Plover, Black-tailed Godwit

ÅLarge wintering numbers
ÅDunlin, Golden Plover, Redshank, Curlew

ÅNotable passage migrants
ÅCurlew, Whimbrel, Dunlin

ÅVirtually all breeding waders have disappeared
ÅSnipe, Lapwing, Curlew, Dunlin, Redshank

Waders



Waders ïRedshank & Greenshank



Waders ïDunlin & Knot



Waders ïCurlew & Whimbrel



Waders ïBlack-tailed & Bar-tailed Godwit



Waders ïGolden Plover & Grey Plover



Waders ïSnipe & Lapwing



Waders ïCommon Sandpiper & Green Sandpiper



Waders ïOystercatcher, Turnstone & Ringed Plover



ÅCormorant

ÅCoot & Moorhen

ÅGrebes

ÅHerons

ÅWater Rail

ÅKingfisher

ÅDipper

Other Water Birds



Cormorants



Coot & Moorhen



Other Waterbirds ïGreat Crested  & Little Grebe



Grey Heron & Little Egret



Dipper, Kingfisher & Water Rail 


