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Wintering Wildfowl In
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What are Wetlands?

AThe cover everything from Wet Grasslands to
Shallow Coastal Waters

AThey include:

AEstuaries and their surrounding flood plains,

ALakes, turloughs, lagoons and ponds,

ARivers and their flood plains, canals, streams and drains,
ABogs, fens and swamps,

ADune slacks and wet machair

ACoastal shorelines



Why are Wetlands Important?

Migration Rest

Carbon Storage
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Water Supply .
R Flood protection
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Wetlands are not Wastelands

AWetlands and their biodiversity are crucial foitigation
againstthe effects ofclimate change

AProtection and restoration of wetlands is essential

AWe need to stop destroying them aisthrt restoring
them!
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Limerick City Wetlands
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Swans, Ducks & Geese Wetlands Day i

2 February 2024

ADeclining numbers in the past 40 years (50% loss)
AResident Mute Swans and wintering Whooper Swans
AGreylag Geese, former winter migrant, introduced resident
AWintering Brent Geese

ADabbling Ducks
AMallard, Shoveler, Teal, Wigeon, Gadwall & Shelduck

ADiving Ducks
ATufted Duck, Pochard & Scaup
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Brent Goose
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Waders

ALargest numbers on the Shannon Estuary

Some also frequent fresh water wetlands and damp grasslands
A Lapwing, Curlew, Snipe, Golden Plover, Blaitkd Godwit

ALarge wintering numbers
A Dunlin, Golden Plover, Redshank, Curlew

ANotable passage migrants
A Curlew, Whimbrel, Dunlin

AVirtually all breeding waders have disappeared
A Snipe, Lapwing, Curlew, Dunlin, Redshank
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Other Water Birds e

ACormorant
ACoot & Moorhen
AGrebes
AHerons

AWater Rail
AKingfisher
ADipper
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Dipper, Kingfisher & Water Rail




