
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Building Resilience 
into Your Farm 

 



Foreword 
Our primary focus during the visit to your farm is on water quality and to discuss actions, 
which might be taken to reduce potential threats to waters arising from farming practices. Up 
until recently, the focus of farm inspections has been on the farmyard and detection of point 
source pollution. It is now clear that diffuse pollution is a significant pressure on water quality 
from run-off from land of both nutrients and silt. 
 
The European Union (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) Regulations 2022 
(as amended) sets out the minimum standards for farming practices to realise the Water 
Framework Directives ambition of achieving ‘Good’ status for all waters by 2027. Limerick City 
and County Councils role is to oversee implementation of these Regulations and to ensure 
that farming practices do not negatively affect waters. 
 
This booklet is a compendium of articles, prepared by various agencies, which focus on topics 
such as water quality, biodiversity and agricultural emissions. The articles contained in this 
guide are by no means an exhaustive list, but it is hoped that they will shed some light on the 
main issues affecting our environment and will help you to build greater resilience into your 
farming operations.  
 
 
Aidan Leonard 
Agricultural Scientist Limerick City & County Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The information contained within this booklet has been compiled with information freely 
available from the following bodies: 

 Teagasc 
 Local Authority Waters Program (LAWPRO) 
 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
 Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
 Irish Farm Film Producers Group (IFFPG) 
 National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC) 
 Cover Images – Andrew Holmes 
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European Union (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters)  

Regulations 2022, as amended 

 

Limerick City & County Council is the primary agency with responsibility for the 
implementation of the above Regulations (also referred to as “The GAP Regulations”) within 
its functional area. Every year the Council selects a number of farms for inspection to ensure 
that facilities and management practices on these farms comply with the requirements set 
out in the Regulations.  

 

Your farm has been selected for inspection. 

 

During the inspection, Council staff will carry out the following: 

 

Part 1 – Farmyard Inspection 

• Inspection of facilities on the farmyard (including measurement of tanks) to ensure 
that all effluents arising are collected, stored and managed in accordance with the 
Regulations.  

 

Part 2 – Farm Walk 

• A brief farm walk will be undertaken to check the potential for effluent to enter 
watercourses e.g. inspection of farm roadways, field drains, cattle access points at 
waters, etc.  

 

If you have the following available on the day of inspection, it would be of great assistance (it 
can also be forwarded to the Council in advance of inspection): 

• Copy of an Effluent Management Plan for your farm  
• Farmyard Layout Plan showing all buildings on yard 
• Copy of N&P Statements for 2022 and 2023 to date 
• Copy of Record 3 showing exports / imports of organic effluents where relevant  
• Stock Numbers for 2022 and 2023 to date set out in format similar to Figure 1: 

 

 

 



  

 
Figure 1. Sample of Monthly Summary Stock Report.  

 

Where the above information is not available on the day of inspection, it can be submitted to 
the Council where required.  

 

All submissions to be sent to: 

 

Mr. Aidan Leonard Agricultural Scientist, 

Environmental Strategy, 

Environment, Recreation & Climate Change Department, 

Limerick City & County Council, 

Merchant’s Quay, 

Limerick  

V94 EH90 

 
 
You are reminded that all farming activities must be carried out in accordance with the 
European Union (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) Regulations 2022 as 
amended. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



        Waterbody Ecological Status in County Limerick  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Waterbody Name EcoStatus Waterbody Name EcoStatus 
AHACRONANE_010 Poor DEEGERTY_020 Good 
AHACRONANE_020 Poor DEEL (NEWCASTLEWEST)_040 Moderate 
AHALAHANA_010 Good DEEL (NEWCASTLEWEST)_050 Moderate 

AHAVARRAGA STREAM_010 Bad DEEL (NEWCASTLEWEST)_060 Poor 
AHERLOW_010 Good DEEL (NEWCASTLEWEST)_070 Good 
AHERLOW_020 Moderate DEEL (NEWCASTLEWEST)_080 Moderate 
AHERLOW_030 Moderate DEEL (NEWCASTLEWEST)_090 Moderate 
AHERLOW_040 High DEEL (NEWCASTLEWEST)_100 Moderate 

ALLAGHAUN_010 Good DEEL (NEWCASTLEWEST)_110 Poor 
ALLAGHAUN_020 Good DEEL (NEWCASTLEWEST)_120 Poor 
ALLAGHAUN_030 Good DEEL (NEWCASTLEWEST)_130 Moderate 
ALLAGHAUN_040 Good DEEL (NEWCASTLEWEST)_140 Poor 

ANNAGH (TIPPERARY)_020 Good DOOGLASHA (CAPPAMORE)_010 Moderate 
ANNAGH (TIPPERARY)_030 Good DOON STREAM_010 Good 

ARRA_010 Poor DOONCAHA STREAM_010 Poor 
AWBEG (BUTTEVANT) (EAST)_010 Moderate DROMLOHAN_010 Unassigned 
AWBEG (BUTTEVANT) (EAST)_020 Good DRUMCOMOGE_010 Poor 

BALLYANIA STREAM_010 Poor EAST CARRIG_010 Moderate 
BALLYCULLANE (Limerick)_010 Moderate FAIRYFIELD_GLEBE_010 Unassigned 

BALLYNACLOGH_010 Poor FARAHY_010 Moderate 
BALLYNAMONA_010 Moderate FARAHY_020 Moderate 
BALLYSALLAGH_010 Unassigned FARRANMILLER_010 Good 

BARNAKYLE_010 Poor FEALE_030 Good 
BARNAKYLE_020 Moderate FEALE_040 Good 
BEHANAGH_010 High FEALE_050 Good 

BILBOA_010 Moderate FEALE_060 Moderate 
BILBOA_020 Good FEALE_070 Good 

BROADFORD STREAM_010 Moderate FINGLASHA STREAM_010 Moderate 
BUNOKE_010 Moderate FLEMINGSTOWN STREAM_010 Good 
BUNOKE_020 Good FOYNES_010 Good 

CAHER (LIMERICK)_010 Moderate FUNSHION_010 Good 
CAHERNAHALLIA_020 Good FUNSHION_020 Good 

CAMOGE_010 Poor GALEY_010 Good 
CAMOGE_020 Poor GALEY_020 Good 
CAMOGE_030 Poor GALEY_030 Moderate 

CHARLEVILLE STREAM_010 Poor GLASHACLOONARAVEELA_010 Good 
CHARLEVILLE STREAM_020 Poor GLASHAWEE (ALLOW)_010 Good 

CLONSHIRE_010 Poor GLENBANE WEST STREAM_010 Moderate 
CLONSHIRE_020 Moderate GLENCORBRY_010 Moderate 
CLONSHIRE_030 Poor GOATISLAND_010 Moderate 
CLONSHIRE_040 Poor GORTNAGERAGH_010 Good 

COOLAGOWAN_010 Poor GREANAGH STREAM_010 Moderate 
DEAD_010 Poor GREANAGH_010 Poor 
DEAD_020 Moderate GROODY_010 Moderate 

DEEGERTY_010 Moderate ISSANE_010 Good 

catchments.ie 



        Waterbody Ecological Status in County Limerick  

Waterbody Name EcoStatus Waterbody Name EcoStatus 
KILLEENGARRIFF_010 Good TOBERMURRY_010 Good 

KILMOREEN_010 Good TOEM STREAM_010 Poor 
KILTEERY_010 Good TONLEGEE_010 Good 

KNOCKFINNISK_010 Good WEST LISKENNETT_010 Moderate 
LISMAKEERY STREAM_010 Poor WHITEHALL_010 Moderate 

LOOBAGH_010 Good 
LOOBAGH_020 Moderate 
LOOBAGH_030 Good 
MAHORE_010 Moderate 
MAHORE_020 Moderate 
MAIGUE_010 Moderate 
MAIGUE_020 Moderate 
MAIGUE_030 Moderate 
MAIGUE_040 Moderate 
MAIGUE_050 Moderate 
MAIGUE_060 Moderate 
MAIGUE_070 Moderate 
MAIGUE_080 Poor 
MAIGUE_090 Moderate 

MONDELLIHY_010 Poor 

MORNINGSTAR_010 Good 

MORNINGSTAR_020 Good 

MORNINGSTAR_030 Good 

MORNINGSTAR_040 Good 
MORNINGSTAR_050 Poor 
MORNINGSTAR_060 Moderate 

MULKEAR (LIMERICK)_010 Good 
MULKEAR (LIMERICK)_020 Good 
MULKEAR (LIMERICK)_030 Good 
MULKEAR (LIMERICK)_040 Good 
MULKEAR (LIMERICK)_050 Good 

OGEEN_010 Good 
OOLAGH_010 Good 
OOLAGH_020 Good 

OWENSKAW_010 Moderate 
OWVANE (LIMERICK)_010 Good 
OWVANE (LIMERICK)_020 Good 
OWVANE (LIMERICK)_030 Poor 

SHANAGOLDEN STREAM_010 Poor 
SHANNON (LOWER)_060 Moderate 

SHEEP_010 Good 
SHEEP_020 Good 
SHEEP_030 Good 

SLEWAUN STREAM (NORTH BRANCH)_010 Poor 
SOUTH DRUMLOUGHAN_010 Poor 

catchments.ie 



 

Ecological Status Categories – Water Framework Directive 

By 2027 All Waters to be of minimum Good Status 

 
 

 

 
catchments.ie 



Ecological Status in County Limerick (2016-2021)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Pressures on the Aquatic Environment 
 



 

European Union (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) 
Regulations 2022 (as amended)  

You should be aware of the following: 

 SLURRY shall not be land spread between 1st October and 15th January.  

 CHEMICAL FERTILIZERS shall not be applied between  

15th September and 29th January.  

 SOILED WATER shall not be spread between  

10th and 31st December 2023 for all milk producers. 

 1st January 2024 - (except winter milk producers) soiled water 
shall not be spread between 1st-31st December. 

 1st January 2025 – for winter milk producers soiled water shall not 
be spread between 1st – 31st December. 

Please Note some important upcoming changes and timelines: 

 Storage Capacity for “Soiled Water” requirement: 
o From 01 December 2023 - a minimum of three weeks storage 

capacity  
o From 01 December 2024 - a minimum of 31 Days storage capacity  
o Exception is for winter/ liquid milk producers where the 31 Days 

storage capacity must be in place by 01 December 2025. 

Use of LESS (Low Emission Slurry Spreading) equipment:  

 LESS (Low Emission Slurry Spreading) equipment must be used for the 
application of slurry on holdings with stocking rates of 150kgN/ha or 
above from grazing livestock manure prior to export of livestock manure 
from the holding from January 1 2023. 

 LESS (Low Emission Slurry Spreading) equipment must be used for the 
application of slurry on holdings with stocking rates of 130kgN/ha or 
above from grazing livestock manure prior to export of livestock manure 
from the holding from January 1 2024. 

 

 



 

 LESS (Low Emission Slurry Spreading) equipment must be used for the 
application of slurry on holdings with stocking rates of 100kgN/ha or 
above from grazing livestock manure prior to export of livestock manure 
from the holding from January 1 2025. 

Buffer Zone 

 Slurry: 10m buffer zone to be maintained when slurry is spread between 
17th September to the 30th September and between the 15th January to 
29th January 

 Chemical Fertiliser: 3m buffer adjacent to waters 

Remember 

 When spreading slurry and other farm effluents ensure:  

- No heavy rainfall forecast within 48 hours 
- Land is not waterlogged 
- Ensure adequate buffer zones are maintained along all 

waters including surface waters, water extraction points, 
lakes, etc.  

- Ensure that all operators are aware of their responsibilities 
 

 Derogation Farmers: - At least 50% of slurry applied by 15th June.  
 

 Soil Samples: Mandatory for all farmer stocked >130kg N/ha 

 

NOTE  

 It is advisable that slurry and farm effluents be applied earlier in the 
growing season for optimum nutrient uptake and reduced risk to waters 
and atmosphere.  

 It is advisable that you contact your agricultural advisor in relation to 
new banding rates for dairy cows. 

 Every effort must be made to minimize soiled water generation on your 
farm. Clean water and soiled water must never mix. 

 



SOURCE- PATHWAY- RECEPTOR Continuum 

 Understanding the issues 

 
Attached you will find a map relevant to you lands.   
 
This has been provided to help you understand S-P-R so that you might be better informed when it 
comes to applying slurry / fertilizers to your lands and how to minimize risk to waters.   
 
S - Source – Nutrient Source such as Slurry, Farmyard Manure, Soiled Water, Silage Effluent, 
Chemical Fertilizers etc. 
 
P - Pathway – Think of rain falling on lands. Where does water flow? This is the pathway. It is 
connected either to surface waters or to ground waters. You will observe flow paths during a heavy 
rainfall event. It is the flow of water off lands.  
 

 Heavier soils – Pathway is generally overland to surface water.  
 Free-draining soils – Pathway is generally to groundwater.   

 
R - Receptor – Drains, Streams, Rivers, Groundwater etc.   
     
Attached Map:   
This map shows P flow paths and P delivery points for your farm (Critical Source Areas) – they may 
have been altered due to drainage works carried out in the past.  The best way to identify C.S.A’s is to 
stand on lands during a significant rainfall event and identify where run-off flows to waters.  
  
 What benefit is this knowledge to me?   

 Do not spread slurry or effluents on CSA lands when there is a risk of run-off to waters.   
   

BREAK THE PATHWAY (at P delivery Point) by: 
 

o Move fence out – minimum of 1.5meters from tops of bank along waters 
(mandatory for Derogation Farmers).   

o Prevent cattle access to waters. 
o Grass / Vegetative Strips at flow delivery points.   
o Low level Earthen Bunds. 
o Trees / Hedging in vicinity of flow delivery points.  
o Settlement Ponds and associated wetland. 

 

REDUCE THE FLOW - Reducing the velocity of water flowing off lands provides time for 
sediment and nutrients to settle-out before entering waters.   
 
For further information on your local catchment go to Catchments.ie  
 
You can find your catchment on the Maps page and you can find more information about the 
current status of your local river and the pressures impacting on it.   
 

Prior to construction of Wetlands and Settlement Ponds, you must consult your Agricultural 
Advisor and submit a proposal to the Council for approval. 



 

Farm Map 



Pressures from Farming 

 
 



  

 

 

 

Identify runoff points and reduce the flow 

 

 



Sources  
    Collect all farmyard effluent      Low Emission Slurry Spreading L.E.S.S   
  

   

 

 

   

 

     

                                  Silage Pit Diversion      Regularly check discharge points from your yard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ensure only 
clean water 
is diverted to 
clean water 
out fall. 



Breaking the Pathway 
Fencing – 1.5 meters from top of river bank      Grass Strip/Margin 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Earthen Bund or Bank   

            To reduce to prevent  

           overland flow entering  

            the watercourse.  

 

 



Breaking the Pathway 

  

Woodland for Water Scheme    

 

 

                                   

 

  

 

  

                                                                                      

 

Roadways – divert runoff away  

from watercourses to the field 

 

 

 

Your Nutrient Management Plan 



Break the Pathway - Settlement Ponds & Sediment Traps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

S.199 Minimum Specifications for Farm Roadways (January 2021) 



Break the Pathway - Settlement Ponds & Sediment Traps 

       

 
Sediment Trap - During construction  

  
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Sediment Trap - After construction 

 

 
 



Break the Pathway - Settlement Ponds & Sediment Traps 

                

 Settlement Ponds 

                     Settlement ponds designed to retain fine silt 

 & sediment and prevent it from entering waters. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

      Settlement Ponds with Reed Bed 

        Nutrient removal (P) prior to entry to waters 

        Cultivation & harvesting of reeds ensure P 

        capture and prevents eutrophication of waters. 

 



z 

 
 

BREAK THE PATHWAY – FIX THE ROADWAY! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 From January 1 2021, it is an offence to allow direct run-off of soiled water from farm roadways to “waters” 

(“waters” includes drains, streams, rivers, etc.). 
 

 You are advised to walk your farm roadways during a rainfall event to determine if soiled water is flowing to 
“waters” (i.e. - Establish the “Pathway”).  

 
 Where soiled water is observed entering “waters” you must take steps to prevent this happening (i.e. - Break 

the “Pathway”). 
 

 Please refer to Department of Agriculture Food and Marine Building Specification S.199 – “Minimum 
Specification for Farm Roadways” (January 2021). This can be downloaded from Department of Agriculture 
Food and Marine website (www.gov.ie/agriculture).  

 
 Your Agricultural Advisor is there to help.  

 
 Failure to satisfactorily deal with this issue could have significant consequences for your Basic Farm Payment.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Water Framework Directive – By 2027 all waters to be of Good Status  
• Nationally only 50% of waters are Good Status and some of these are “trending” downwards  
• EPA Indicators Report (June 2023) – Nationally nitrate concentration too high in 40% of Rivers (>8mg/l NO3) and Phosphorus 

concentrations too high in 28% of rivers. Excess Phosphorous and siltation are the main issues affecting the Maigue & Deel. 
• Agriculture as a sector – Exerts major pressure on waters. Must build resilience into farming systems to ensure Agriculture 

satisfactorily addresses water quality, biodiversity and climate issues.   

• P loss to waters – occurs mainly on “heavier” type soils. 
  

• Slurry spreading - major impact on waters if spread 
under inappropriate conditions e.g. water-logged soils / 
when heavy rainfall is forecast, dissolved P and P 
attaching to clay particles are washed to surface waters. 

 
• Excess P results in Eutrophication = excess plant growth 

which uses oxygen = negative impact on aquatic life. 
 

• When silt / sediment enters water it interferes with 
spawning beds = negatively impacts on macro-
invertebrate life.   

Water Quality Issues 

Phosphorus 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Nitrates mainly associated with free-draining 
soils.  Impact on groundwater.   
 

• Evidence seen in mainly estuarine waters – excess 
plant growth = Serious issue in many coastal 
areas.   

 
• Ensure Nutrient Management Plan is carefully 

followed.   
 

• Only apply in accordance with crop requirement.  
 

• Do not apply nitrogen in drought conditions as soil 
micro-organisms mineralize organic matter in soil 
leading to a flush of N during a rainfall event.   

 
• Thin soil cover = risk of both N & P contamination 

of ground waters  
 

Nitrates 

Water Quality Issues 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Right Time - Soil Temp / Rainfall forecast  
• Right Location –  Avoid Critical Source Areas  
• Right Rate – Optimum vs Maximum application (Nutrient Management Plan)  
• Right Product – Protected Urea   

Slurry Spreading / Fertiliser Application 

 Reduce reliance on chemical N - LESS / Clover / Multi-species swards etc. 
   

 Apply Fertilisers / farm effluents under optimum conditions. 
 
 DO NOT apply to waterlogged soils / forecasted heavy rainfall.   

 
 Apply slurry early in the year - Dry fields – especially in Spring. Avoid Critical Source 

Areas.  
 
 Maintain adequate buffer zones - to reduce nutrient loss and prevent nutrient 

entering waters.  
 

 Understand and follow your Nutrient Management Plan. 

 Pollution Impact Potential Maps for your farm – know 
Critical Source Areas - only apply (organic and chemical) 
when conditions are optimal. 
 

 Minimum effluent storage capacity - Some parts of the 
County the minimum 18 weeks slurry storage requirement 
is not adequate. 

 
 All effluents – collected, stored and managed to prevent 

loss to waters. 
 
 Routinely check drains to ensure only clean water is 

flowing in them. If contamination observed - identify the 
source of the contamination and intervene to ensure any 
discharge is addressed.   

 
 Drain contamination: Evidence of Sewage Fungus – 

a grey dirty mass of growth (see above photo) in 
drains indicates nutrient enrichment. Possible 
source – effluent from yard run-off / discharge 
from silage effluent diversion system / run-off 
arising from “trafficking” on yard over winter 
period.  

 

Sewage Fungus 

 Prevent stock access to waters.  
 

 Ensure that farm roadways do not to provide a pathway for 
effluent run-off to waters.  
 

 Source-Pathway-Receptor Continuum – understand and 
intervene correctly to break the pollution pathway. 

 

 Slurry and fertilzers used for Optimum not Maximum Production. 
   

 Soil pH - soil sample & lime application for optimum pH.   
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

L.E.S.S – Low Emissions Slurry Spreading 

• LESS increases the Nitrogen (N) recovered from Slurry. This 
allows farmers to reduce chemical N applications on the 
farm. There is a large loss of nitrogen when using a splash plate as 
the slurry is spread over a large area, which leads to bigger losses 
from the weather, wind and the effect of the sun. The process of 
loss is mainly through Ammonia volatilization, the nitrogen in the 
form of ammonia is potentially a dangerous pollutant to both 
human health and the environment as well as being a substantial 
economic loss from the farm. LESS reduces the spread width by 
minimising the surface area to which slurry is applied and puts the 
slurry directly on the ground/soil. 
 

• Research shows that by changing to LESS technology that the 
overall ammonia N losses can be reduced by up to 60%. 

  
• In terms of the fertiliser value compared to the traditional splash 

plate based system, one thousand gallons with LESS will give on 
average 50% extra nitrogen compared to a splash plate. 
Financially the extra nitrogen alone is worth €5 per one 
thousand gallons. So at two thousand gallons per acre, this is 
equal to €10 per acre just for the extra fertiliser before you factor 
in the savings on chemical fertiliser application.  

 
• Another large benefit is the flexibility of slurry applications on 

grazed pasture with lower levels of contamination and faster 
recovery of grass / silage swards.  

 
• More accurate application with LESS give farmers the confidence 

to replace expensive compounds with home sourced organic 
fertilisers.  

To achieve targets we need to know and understand the benefits. 
 

You can make way better use of your slurry, reduce your chemical 
usage and improve the environment all in one application! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fertiliser Tips 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Protecting Drinking Water from Pesticides 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Protecting Drinking Water from Pesticides 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS 

S.I No. 155 of 2012 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES (SUSTAINABLE USE OF PESTICIDES) 

REGULATIONS 2012.  

 

 

 

 

 

Schedule 2 

Table indicating distance from open wells, open boreholes, water 
abstraction points 

Water Source Distance 

Abstraction point of any surface waters. borehole, spring or well used 
for the abstraction of water for human consumption in a water 
scheme supplying 100m3 or more of water per day or serving 500 or 
more persons, 

200m 

Abstraction point of any surface waters, borehole spring or well used 
for the abstraction of water for human consumption in a water 
scheme supplying 10m3 or more of water per day or serving 50 —500 
persons, 

100m 

Abstraction point of any surface waters, borehole, spring or well used 
for the abstraction of water for human consumption in a water 
scheme supplying 1-10m3 of water per day or serving 10-50 persons. 

25m 

Abstraction point of any surface waters, borehole, spring or well used 
for the abstraction of water for human consumption in a water 
scheme supplying 1m3 or less of water per day or serving 10 or less 
persons, 

5m 

 

 

 

 



 

Farm Plastics 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

What is Climate Change? 
Climate is the average weather in a place over 
many years. Climate change is a shift in those 
average conditions. It is driven predominantly 
by an increase in global temperatures caused 
by emission of greenhouse gases (GHG’s) from 
human activities. 

What are the main GHG’s relevant to 
agriculture? 
There are three main GHGs: carbon dioxide 
(CO2), methane (CH4) and nitrous oxide (N2O). 
While CO2 is released mostly from burning 
fossil fuels, for agriculture, the main GHGs are 
methane (65%) and nitrous oxide (30%). In 
Ireland, agriculture currently contributes 37% 
of the total GHGs emitted. GHG emissions on 
Irish farms come primarily from methane 
belched by cattle and sheep, fertiliser use, 
animal excrement and carbon dioxide from 
diesel (Figure 1). Figure 2 presents the 
breakdown of the emissions from Irish 
Agriculture. 

Agricultural Emissions 

Teagasc Climate Action Strategy – the road map for agriculture. 
Teagasc has set out opportunities to reduce GHG emissions in three 
phases. In Phase I, initial implementation of the technical measures in the 
current marginal abatement cost curve (MACC) for agriculture 2019 can 
bring the sector about one-third of the way to the 2030 target. Almost 
ready technologies (Phase II) and early-stage technologies (Phase III) are 
required for the remaining two-thirds. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do the GHG’s cause an increase in temperature?  
GHGs act like a blanket around the Earth. That’s because heat from the sun reflects off the Earth 
and is trapped by layers of these gases in the atmosphere. Without this, the Earth would be frozen. 
Increased amounts of GHGs in the atmosphere in recent decades have meant that more heat is 
trapped within the atmosphere, leading to the so-called greenhouse effect. This has caused global 
temperatures to rise, which causes climate change. 
 
Temperature change in Ireland over the last 120 years 
Below is a visual representation of the change in temperature in Ireland as measured over the past 
120 years. Each stripe represents the average temperature over a year. The blue indicates cooler 
than average annual averages, and red warmer than average. Similar to most nations, the warming 
being observed for Ireland has intensified in the past two decades. Ireland’s average air 
temperature in 2019 was around 10.5°C, which was 0.9°C above the 1961-1981 long-term average. 
 

National Emissions Inventory 
The national inventory is an accounting system, overseen by the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), which accounts for the total GHG emissions released within the border of Ireland during a 
given year. The EPA reports national GHG emissions across a number of sectors, one of which is 
agriculture. 
 
In contrast to other sectors, 
which are dominated by carbon 
dioxide, the Irish agricultural 
sector is dominated by methane 
and nitrous oxide, contributing 
over 90% of total agricultural 
GHG emissions. The figure below 
provides an overview of the GHG 
emission sources from the 
agricultural sector reported in 
the national inventory. 

Agricultural Emissions 



Top Tips to Utilising Slurry N Efficiently 
 

1. Apply to fields with a large nutrient 
demand i.e. Silage Fields. 

2. Apply under cool & damp conditions. 
3. Apply with trailing hose or shoe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Spring application is best. 
5. Dilution with water will increase slurry N 

efficiency. 
6. Test slurry to determine nutrient content. 
7. Adjust chemical fertiliser N rate & make 

cost saving. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why Engage with Climate Change? 

Social responsibility - We are fortunate to live in a 
beautiful and diverse part of the world. Our children, and 
all future generations of farmers, local communities and 
the wider society, deserve the same opportunity.   

Did you know? 

The two primary sources of GHG’s from 
Agriculture are animals and Nitrogen (N) fertiliser. 
The emissions associated with animals relate to 
emissions directly from animals, as well as 
emissions associated with grazing, housing and 
manure management. Emissions associated with 
fertiliser relate to the quantity and type of N 
fertiliser used. 

Climate change will impact how we farm - We will have 
wetter winters, drier summers, more extreme weather 
events as well as increased risk of pests and disease. 

Protect our markets - Climate change is central to our 
licence to farm and to supply our quality food products 
onto international markets. 

Policy - We are bound by international agreements, EU and 
national policies to reduce GHG emissions. These policies 
will lead to the implementation of regulations in the 
coming months and years to achieve the targets set. 

Improved farm profitability - Many of the technologies 
farmers are being asked to implement to reduce 
emissions will also reduce costs and improve profitability. 
Farmers are part of the solution to emissions; this will 
create opportunities for income generation. 

 

Where do I start? 

1. Register for the Signpost Advisory Programme. 
 

2. Establish a baseline assessment of the current 
actions being implemented on your farm. 

 

 

 

3. Identify the total emissions figures for your 
farm (Know Your Number) using the 

Sustainability Digital Platform. This is an 
important starting point. It’s hard to change 

what you don’t measure. 
 
4. Develop an action plan for the farm in 
conjunction with an advisor (Make My Plan). 
Being able to assess, select and commit to the 
actions that are most appropriate to the farm 

will help in creating this action plan. 

 

5. You will be supported to enable you to make 
the plan happen through a range of advisory 

supports, including both group based and 
individual follow-up and advice. 

Agricultural Emissions 
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Invasive Species 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EIA Section,                          
Department of Agriculture, 

Food and the Marine, 
Johnstown Castle Estate,      

Co. Wexford                           
Tel: 053-9163444 



   
   

     
  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Press release 

Minister Hackett announces enhanced rates for 

Organic farmers effective from 1 January 2023 

From Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine  

Published on 20 July 2022 

Last updated on 21 July 2022 
 

The Minister of State at the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Senator Pippa 
Hackett, has today announced proposed new enhanced rates for farmers participating in 
the Organic farming scheme. These are subject to approval by the European Commission as 
part of the ongoing discussions on approval of Ireland’s CAP Strategic Plan, and would apply 
from 1 January 2023. 

Announcing the new rates the Minister said: 

"The budget proposed for this scheme under the next CAP is a 5-fold increase on what was 
previously available. This is my commitment to growing and investing in the Irish organic 
sector. Feedback from the CAP consultative committee, the reconvened Organic Strategy 
forum and interested stakeholders has made it clear that enhanced payment rates are 
needed to support farmers converting to and maintaining organic farming." 

The Minister added: 

"Organic farmers incur additional expenses on an annual basis such as attending training 
and constantly upskilling themselves in soil health and animal management. In recognition 
of these costs I am proposing an annual participation payment, which will be €2,000 in the 
first year of conversion and €1,400/year thereafter. This will support farmers as we achieve 
the targets set out in the Programme for Government of farming 330,000 ha organically.” 

 

In order to allow farmers and advisors assess the increased level of support of these new 
rates a payments calculator has been developed and will be available at https://cap-
calculators.apps.rhos.agriculture.gov.ie/ This calculator allows them to assess the value of 
converting to organic. 

Minister Hackett also noted: 

“I have engaged with stakeholders and industry and there is broad acceptance that the 
environmental and socio-economic benefits of Organic farming are needed now more than 
ever. The new enhanced rates are reflective of my commitment to ensure that our  



 

Programme for Government target of 7.5% of farmland to be under organic production by 
the end of the CAP cycle of 2027 is achieved. I am confident that these new rates will entice 
in many new farmers to organic farming and I would encourage every farmer to consider it 
and be ready for when the new scheme opens this autumn.” 

Speaking on the new rates, the Agricultural Consultants Association President Noel Feeney 
commented: 

“ACA welcome the very positive news on the increased payments for organics. ACA have 
commenced our National advisory training programme and in the forthcoming months, our 
members will have significant contact with Irish farmers. The discussions and promotion of 
organics with our clients are greatly helped with this announcement and we look forward to 
assisting Minister Hackett and her officials with the sectoral objectives.” 

Teagasc Director Professor Frank O’Mara also welcomed the news stating: 

“Organic farming offers a viable farming option for many farmers around the country. 
Today’s announcement will make it more attractive. Teagasc are increasing the staff 
resource allocated to the team providing organic advice, through the recruitment of a 
number of additional advisers and a specialist. This enhanced team will support existing 
organic farmers, those converting to organic, and those farmers considering the option in 
the future.” 

 

Notes 

The EU Green Deal sets a target of 25% of the EUs agricultural area to be farmed organically 
by 2030. Ireland’s current area is approximately 2% of the agricultural area, circa 110,000 
hectares. 

Ireland's Programme for Government has set a target of more than tripling the organic land 
area by 2027 to approximately 330,000 hectares. This target has been incorporated into 
Irelands CAP Strategic Plan, Food Vision 2030 and Climate Action Plan. 

For a 40ha dry stock farmer total payment over the 5 years of the organic farming scheme 
will be 54% higher than under the previous CAP. 

The aim is to reach this target by supporting farmers to convert to organic farming through 
the Organic Farming Scheme (OFS), enhanced advisory support and increased promotion as 
well as developing market demand. 

The overall objective of the Organic Farming Scheme is to deliver enhanced environmental 
and animal welfare benefits and to encourage producers to respond to the market demand 
for organically produced food. 

A total budget of €256 million has been allocated to the OFS over the lifetime of the new 
CAP. 



 

 

 

 
Enhanced Organic Payments 2023 

 
 Year 1-2 

 
In-Conversion 

 
<< 70ha 

 
€/ha 

Year 1-2 
 

In –Conversion 
 

>70ha 
 

€/ha 

Year 3-5 
 

Fully Converted 
 

<< 70ha 
 

€/ha 

Year 3-5 
 

Fully Converted 
 

> 70ha 
 

€/ha 
 
Dry stock 

 
300 

 

 
60 

 
250 

 
30 

 
 
Tillage 

 
320 

 
60 

 
270 

 
30 

 
 
Dairy 

 
350 

 
60 

 
300 

 
30 

 
 
Horticulture 

 
800 

 
60 

 
600 

 
30 

 
 

 

In addition to the above: 

 

Lump Sum Payment 
 
 

 
Year 1 

 
Year 2 

 
Payment 

 

 
€2000 

 
€1400 per annum for an unspecified number of years 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

The Irish Farm Film Producers Group (IFFPG) is Ireland's compliance scheme for 
recycling farm plastics. 

 

Farm plastics include silage plastics for pit silage and baled silage. They also 

include fertiliser bags, feedbags, chemical containers, netting and twine, all of 

which are categories of plastics that are collected and subsequently recycled. 

 

To book a request collection contact IFFPG at 01 4089966. Please see further 

information on www.farmplastics.ie. 

 

In addition to request collections, collection points are arranged in conjunction 

with Local Authorities throughout the spring and summer on a countrywide 

basis. For a full list go to https://farmplastics.ie/pick-up-dates/. 

 

 

In order to prepare for recycling of chemical containers, please consult the EPA 

Good Practice Guide and the triple rinse guide. 

 

 

Please Note: The burning of farm plastics and all other types of waste is strictly 

prohibited under the Waste Management Act 1996. For more information 
about burning waste go to:  

https://www.limerick.ie/council/services/environment/environmental-
control/burning-waste-illegal. 

 

Farm Plastics 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For charging info visit www.farmplastics.ie or call 01 408 9966 
IFFPG: Your national, not for profit, farm plastics recycling scheme. 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 
  
 

 
 

 

 

Farm Plastics 


