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Part A ς Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening  

1.0 Introduction 

This screening document is prepared during the preparation of the draft Castleconnell Local 
Area Plan 2023 - 2029. The review of the Castleconnell Local Area Plan is necessary in order 
to ensure that its policies, objectives, and population projections are in line with those of the 
core strategy of the Limerick Development Plan 2022-2028 and the contents of the National 
Planning framework and the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Southern Region.  
 
The Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004-2011 
(S.I. No. 436 of 2004, SI 201 of 2011) requires case by case screening of individual plans and 
programmes based on the criteria in Schedule 2A to the Planning and Development 
Regulations 2001 (as amended). These criteria must be taken into account in determining 
whether or not significant effects on the environment would be likely to arise as a result of 
the preparation of this plan.  
 
Castleconnell is located approximately 10km northeast of Limerick city. The village centre is 
located approximately 1km off the old Limerick/Dublin national road. Since the opening of 
the M7 Motorway, this road has been downgraded to a regional road, R445. The village 
adjoins the River Shannon, which is the county boundary between Counties Limerick and 
Clare. The village has developed in a linear fashion along the banks of the River Shannon with 
the Main Street running parallel to the River. The topography of Castleconnell and 
surrounding areas is largely low-lying.  
 

 
Figure 1: Castleconnell Village located on the banks of the River Shannon 
 
The Limerick Development Plan 2022 -2028 identifies Castleconnell as Level 3 settlement in 
Limerick. These provide local retail and business services for their surrounding areas.  Census 
2016 identified a population of 2,107 people in the village.   
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1.1 Stage One - Pre-Screening 

The first step in determining whether the draft Castleconnell Local Area Plan 2023 ς 2029 
would require a SEA, involves a pre-screening check.  It allows rapid screening-out of reviews 
of plans and policies that are clearly not going to have any environmental impact and 
screening-in of those that definitely do require Strategic Environmental Assessment. 
 
It is necessary to conduct screening to determine if a Strategic Environmental Assessment of 
the review of the Local Area Plan (LAP) is required. The review of the Plan will provide a 
framework for development. It is necessary to determine whether an SEA would be required 
by testing the draft LAP against environmental significance screening criteria. The screening 
assessment is based on the information identified in the draft 2023 ς 2029 plan. Under the 
updated SEA Guidance (March 2022) the population threshold for mandatory SEA is 5,000 
people and the threshold area is 50Km2.  The plan area, within the existing LAP boundary, is 
2.4 km2 which is below the 50km2 threshold for mandatory SEA. The existing population of 
Castleconnell (Census 2016) is 2,107 (Draft LAP p.8), which is also below the threshold for 
SEA.  The projected population growth for Castleconnell, as outlined in the Draft Plan, is that 
the village will grow to 2,906, by 2029, which remains below the SEA threshold. Policies and 
objectives set out in the Draft Local Area Plan, will ensure that growth occurs in a controlled 
manner and in line with the provision of services and infrastructure.   
 
Figure 1 Pre-Screening Decision Tree 
 

Is the review to the Plan/Policy 
subject to preparation and/or 
adoption by a national, regional or 
local authority? 
OR 
Prepared by an authority for adoption 
through a legislative procedure by 
Parliament or Government? 

 

Ʒ 
NO 

SEA Not Required 

  

ƸҞ 
YES 

     

Is the review to the Plan/Policy 
required by legislative, regulatory or 
administrative provisions? 

 Ʒ 
NO SEA Not Required 

  

ƸҞ 
YES 

     

Is the sole purpose of the review to 
the Plan/Policy to serve national 
defence or civil emergency or is it a 
financial/budget P/P or is it co-
financed by the current SF/ERDF 
programme? 

 

Ʒ 
YES 

SEA Not Required 

  

ƸҞ 
NO 
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Is the review to the P/P prepared for 
the purposes of agriculture, forestry, 
fisheries, energy, industry, transport, 
waste management, water 
management, telecoms, tourism, 
town and country planning or land 
use? 

 

Ʒ 
NO 

Is the review to the P/P 
likely to have a significant 
effect on a Natura 2000 site 
which leads to a 
requirement for Article 6 or 
7 assessments? 

Ʒ 
YES 

AA 
Required 
 

ƸҞ 
YES 

  

Ƹ 
NO 

  

Do the changes to the P/P provide a 
framework for development consent 
for projects listed in the EIA Directive?  
Are there flooding issues in the area?  

    

Ƹ 
NO 

 ƸҞ 
YES 

   

SEA Not 
Required 

 Will it determine 
the use of small 
areas at a local 
scale only and/or 
is it a minor 
modification of a 
P/P? 

Ʒ 
YES 
Ҟ 

Does it provide a 
framework for 
development consent for 
projects? 

Ʒ 
YES 
Ҟ 

SEA may be 
Required 
 

  Ƹ 
NO 

 Ƹ 
NO 

  

  SEA Required 
Go to Stage 2 

 
SEA Not Required 

  

 

1.2 Stage Two - (A) Environmental Significance Screening 

The application of environmental significance criteria is important in determining whether an 
SEA is required for small plans/policies or modifications to Plans/Policies. Annex II (2) of 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ нллмκпнκ9/ ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άǎǘŀǘǳǘƻǊȅέ criteria that should be addressed when 
undertaking this stage. 
 
Criteria for Determining the Likely Significance of Environmental Effects 
 
Characteristics of the Plan/Programme 
 

i. the degree to which the plan or programme sets a framework for projects and other 
activities, either with regard to the location, nature, size and operating conditions or by 
allocating resources; 

 
The Local Area Plan guides development within the settlement boundary of Castleconnell, by 
allocating zoning to different land uses in accordance with Section 28 guidelines and the 
requirements of the National Planning Framework (NPF), Regional Spatial and Economic 
Strategy for the Southern Region (RSES), and the Limerick Development Plan 2022 ς 2028. 
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The Local Area Plan will guide the amount and type of development that will take place in 
Castleconnell, over the lifetime of the plan. The different zoning categories will permit 
developments within the appropriate zoning, in accordance with the zoning matrix for each 
land use. The review of the existing Local Area Plan will ensure that the population projections 
and hence the zoning patterns of the plan will reflect the policy guidance and population 
figures of the NPF and RSES and the contents of the core strategy of the Limerick 
Development Plan 2022 ς 2028.    
 
The SEA Directive supports the use of brownfield and infill sites and also the development of 
άǾƛōǊŀƴǘ ŎƛǘȅΣ towns ŀƴŘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜǎέΦ {ƻ ǘƻƻ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ NPF, RSES and the Limerick 
Development Plan. The Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas Guidelines from 
aŀȅ нллфΣ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άƴŜǿ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŀŎǘ ǘƻǿƴǎ ŀƴd 
ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǎέ ό59I[DΣ нллф ǇΦпуύΦ .ȅ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜ-use of vacant and partially completed 
developments, particularly those located close to the settlement centre, this will help to 
achieve the aim of more compact settlements. The draft plan places further emphasis, as 
outlined in Chapter 4 - Town Centre First Approach, on the development of brownfield and 
infill sites, which reflects the recent government policy document Town Centres First, which 
encourages the revitalisation and reoccupation of towns and villages.  

 
ii. the degree to which the plan or programme influences other plans and programmes 

including those in a hierarchy; 
 
The Local Area Plan is set within the context of the National Planning Framework (NPF), 
Regional Spatial and Economic Plan for the Southern Region (RSES), and the Limerick 
Development Plan 2022 ς 2028, and the provisions of relevant planning guidelines, issued by 
the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage.  These tend to influence the 
contents of the Castleconnell LAP rather than the other way around.  The plan will influence 
and guide individual projects and planning decisions within the LAP, both through the zoning 
mechanism and the policy content of the Local Area Plan.  
 
iii the relevance of the plan or programme for the integration of environmental considerations 
in particular with a view to promoting sustainable development; 
 
The existing Castleconnell LAP, being reviewed under the Planning and Development Act 2000 
(as amended), takes into account relevant environmental considerations. The plan is being 
reviewed to update its policy content as it nears the end of its extended statutory time frame. 
It will be updated to take into account the need to incorporate the Limerick Development 
Plan core strategy, policies and objectives.   The Circular letter PSSP 6/2010 Core Strategies 
under the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2010 and the accompanying Guidance 
Note on Core Strategies November 2010 (pp. 2-3), highlights that the incorporation of the 
core strategy άƳǳst integrate relevant EU directive related considerations that development 
plans must comply withέΣ ŀƳƻƴƎǎǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ {9! 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ²ŀǘŜǊ CǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
the Habitats Directive and environmental legalisation.  
 
The River Shannon forms the western boundary of the village. This is a designated site (Lower 
River Shannon Special Area of Conservation site) and a valuable local amenity. Parts of the 
ƭŀƴŘ ŀŘƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ !ǊŜŀ ƻǊ ŀǎ άƻǇŜƴ 
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ǎǇŀŎŜκŀƳŜƴƛǘȅέΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ are in the western part of the plan area. This buffer zone was also 
ȊƻƴŜŘ ŀǎ ΨƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜκŀƳŜƴƛǘȅΩ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳƴǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀ 
result of flood risk. The protection of these lands, with only limited development on what is 
both a flood risk area and an important natural amenity in the village, is considered important 
from an environmental perspective. The inclusion of policies ensuring growth takes place in 
parallel with the provision of adequate waste treatment facilities, means that the possibility 
of ex-situ effects on the river, as a designated site (Lower River Shannon Special Area of 
Conservation) is reduced. The inclusion of a buffer zone along the river also helps to avoid 
encroachment on the river. Consequently, the chances of direct pollution, such as 
contaminated over land flow, are reduced. This riparian zone also functions as a wildlife 
corridor. There is policy support in the Draft Plan, regarding the potential development of a 
greenway extension from the University of Limerick to Montpelier. Having regard to potential 
effects on the Lower River Shannon SAC site, it was decided to prepare a Natura Impact 
Statement (NIS) to assess possible effects.  This is presented with the Draft plan 
documentation. Since the issues that arise are confined to the river and the Natura 2000 site 
network, it is considered that the preparation of an NIS is best way to address these issues.  
 

iii. environmental problems relevant to the plan or programme; 
 
The underlying environmental issues of the existing Castleconnell Local Area Plan include: 
Á Sensitive development of the historic townscape of Castleconnell; 
Á Avoidance of pollution and damage to the River Shannon; 
Á Preservation of key features of the ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ natural environment and protected 

structures and listed buildings; 
Á Inclusion of climate action policies and plan content; 
Á Dealing with the flooding issues that occur in the settlement, this could be viewed as 

an extension of the point above regarding climate action policies, as it is a form of 
climate adaptation.  
 

In the review of the existing Local Area Plan, it is considered appropriate to update the policies 
and objectives relating to Architectural Conservation Areas and architectural issues generally, 
having regard to the quality of the architecture in the settlement.  

 
iv. the relevance of the plan or programme for the implementation of Community legislation 

on the environment (e.g. plans and programmes linked to waste-management or water 
protection). 

 
The review of the existing LAP is being carried out, in accordance with the Limerick 
Development Plan 2022-2028. In addition, the Castleconnell LAP is being prepared with the 
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and National Planning Framework (NPF) as a back 
drop which take cognisance of community legislation and guidelines in relation to 
environmental issues. The importance of the protection of water quality is fully recognised in 
the draft plan.  Section 8.2.1 of the plan and Policy CH2 sets out the need to achieve good 
water quality.  
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Characteristics of the Effects and of the Area Likely to be affected 
 

i. the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects 
 
Changes are likely as the zoning mechanism guides both the amount and location of 
development. Changes to the built environment are generally permanent in nature and are 
difficult to reverse. As indicated above by rationalising the zoning pattern, it is expected that 
the overall effects of developments would be much more controlled, both in terms of reduced 
areas proposed for development but also through consolidation of the village core, which will 
try and address issues of under use of buildings at the settlement core.   
 
Changes to the built environment are generally long term (with perhaps a 50 year lifespan), 
but the zoning template and the emphasis on centre out development allied to the use of 
core strategy figures will ensure that the village will not be overwhelmed by such 
development and will grow at an appropriate rate relative to the availability of services.  
 

ii. the cumulative nature of the effects 
 
Cumulative negative environmental effects are likely to be localised within the plan boundary 
and limited in nature. As outlined above, with the use of guidance, such as the core strategy 
and robust planning policies, it is considered that the scale of development will integrate well 
into the existing settlement, thereby reducing adverse cumulative effects.   
 

iii. the trans-boundary nature of the effects 
 
The Draft Plan notes that some of the existing walkways lead into County Clare (Table 6). 
These are existing trails and are long established. Their effects are not regarded as being 
significant. However the potential greenway proposal, which is currently at feasibility stage, 
is considered to potentially have significant effects due to scale and distance, from Limerick 
to Montpelier and the increased level of human disturbance, which may potentially be close 
to the river banks.  
 

iv. the risks to human health or the environment (e.g. due to accidents) 
 
None. The waste water treatment plant in Castletroy to which waste is pumped has a 
Population Equivalent of 45,000 which is sufficient to cater for the population growth 
anticipated in Castleconnell, Irish Water are developing proposals to upgrade the existing 
plant to enhance the capacity of the plant in Castletroy.  
 

v. the magnitude and spatial extent of the affects (geographical area and size of the population 
likely to be affected) 

 
The area that will be affected is that within the development boundary of Castleconnell, see 
zoning map in the draft Local Area Plan. The Draft Plan area is 2.4km2, which is an overall 
reduction in size from the existing plan area and has population of 2,107. Section 1.1 above 
contains details of projected population figures.  
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vi. the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to  
 -  Special natural characteristics or cultural heritage; 
 
The Limerick Development Plan and the Local Area Plan identify the following protected 
areas/elements of the natural/cultural heritage: 

Á Protected Structures; 
Á Architectural Conservation Areas; 
Á Sites of Archaeological Significance; 
Á Areas with natural history designations, in particular the Lower River Shannon 

SAC site. 
     
The village of Castleconnell is of particular architectural interest. Of particular note is the 
streetscape and the built environment contributing to the creation of a series of unique views 
along and beyond the streets of the village. Changes to the plan following review are not 
expected to have any adverse effects, but to consolidate the protection of these assets. 
Section 8.3.1 of the draft plan indicates the variety of protected structures in the plan. They 
are listed in Appendix 3 of the draft Local Area Plan.  Section 8.3.2 describes the three 
Architectural Conservation Areas (ACAs) in the plan, the northern, central (core) and southern 
which indicate different features of the ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ /ŀǎǘƭŜŎƻƴƴŜƭƭΩǎ ōǳƛƭǘ 
environment.  
 
 -  exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values; 
 
It is not expected that any environmental quality standards will be exceeded or that the value 
of vulnerable areas, will be impacted, as a result of the review, it is recommended that policies 
which conserve aspects of both the built and natural environment are carried forward and 
reinforced in the review.  Other policies in the plan such as Policy CH2 (see above) sets out 
the need to achieve good water quality, in line with the requirements of the Water 
Framework Directive.    
 
 -  intensive land-use; 
 
Any revision to take into account the core strategy will result in rationalisation of existing 
zoning patterns through measures, such as additional zoning, which will be progressed in the 
Draft Plan. This would seek to reduce the impact on land use by limiting the amount of land 
used for development by concentrating development in core areas, including brown 
field/infill sites, while protecting environmentally sensitive areas from development.  The 
measures outlined above, such as the continuance of policies to protect the ACAs and the 
Special Control Area along the river are expected to lessen the overall effects of development 
within the LAP boundary.  The emphasis on the village centre first policy is designed to 
encourage reuse of existing building stock particularly the village core, which is intended to 
result in revitalization of this part of the village.  
 

vii.  the effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national, community or 
international protection status. 
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As indicated above, the inclusion of policies relating to the proposed Limerick to Montpelier 
greenway and its possible effects has determined the need for a Natura Impact Statement. 
Since effects are considered to be confined to the Natura 2000 network, the NIS is considered 
the best mechanism to adequately assess the effects.    

1.3 Stage Two ς Summary, Conclusion and Statement 

 
At this stage in the plan preparation process, no significant environmental impacts can be 
identified in relation to the above issues. The greenway issue is being dealt with by the 
preparation of a Natura Impact Statement.  
 
Following the screening process, whereby the specific context of the review to the 
Castleconnell Local Area Plan has been assessed against the environmental significance 
criteria as contained in Annex II (2) of the SEA Directive, it is concluded that a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment is not required for this stage for the preparation of the draft 
Castleconnell Local Area Plan.  
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Part B ς Flood Risk Assessment   

2.0 Introduction: Flood risk In Castleconnell  

This flood risk assessment has informed the review of the Draft Castleconnell Local Area Plan 
2023 ς 2029.  It should be read in conjunction with the zoning map of the Draft Plan.      

2.1 Stage 1: Flood Risk Identification   

The Technical Appendices of the Planning and Flood Risk Management Guidelines (November 
2009 p.9) identify the following sources of information:  

1. OPW Preliminary flood risk assessment indicative fluvial flood maps; 
2. National Coastal Protection strategy study flood and coastal erosion risk maps; 
3. Predictive and historic flood maps and benefiting land maps;  
4. Predictive flood maps produced under CFRAM studies;  
5. River Basin Management Plan and reports;  
6. Indicative assessment of existing flood risk under Preliminary flood risk assessment;  
7. Previous flood risk assessments;   
8. Advice from Office of Public Works;  
9. Internal consultation with Local Authority personnel, in particular engineering staff;  
10. Topographical maps, in particular LIDAR;   
11. Information on flood defence condition and performance; 
12. Alluvial Deposition Maps;  
13. Liable to flood markings on old 6 inch maps. In addition these maps particularly the 

first edition, contain information on landscape features and infrastructure such as 
mills and weirs that can indicate hydrological features;  

14. Local Libraries and newspaper reports; 
15. Local consultation e.g.  Local groups; 
16. Walkover surveys to assess potential sources of flooding and likely routes of flood 

waters and flood defences;  
17. National, regional and local spatial plans and previous planning applications.  

 
1. OPW preliminary flood risk assessment indicative fluvial flood maps   
These have been superseded by the CFRAM maps. In lieu of these an onsite report, prepared 
following the November 2009 flooding event in Castleconnell has been used.  These indicate 
that approximately 70 houses had been affected by flooding. The majority of these houses 
were located in the western portion of the plan area, close to the existing villlage centre. 
These are located to the east, south east and south of the castle ruins. Commercial properties 
to the east south east and south of the castle ruins have been flooded. The health care centre 
southeast of the castle ruins was also flooded as was the pumping station north of the castle 
ruins. All of these are judged to be of high vulnerability risk. Further flooding took place in 
2015 and in 2020, where infrastructure, such as roads were rendered impassable in 
Castleconnell village.  
 
2. National Coastal Protection Strategy Study flood and coastal maps 
Maps for this study would not be of any assistance in dealing with specific flooding issues in 
Castleconnell. 
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3. Predictive and historic flood maps and benefiting land maps (flood maps.ie)  
These maps were consulted. Benefitting lands were shown to the east of Castleconnell and 
also outside the plan area. See Figure 1 below. These are not likely to exert any influence on 
the zoning allocations within the plan area.  
 

 
Figure 1: Benefiting lands to the east of the Plan Area 
 
The older six inch map series was consulted and no areas liable to flooding were shown in the 
plan area. The areas close to the River Shannon, though low lying lie within Special Control 
Area or open spacing zoning, which limits the scale and nature of the development within 
these areas.  
 
4. Predictive flood maps produced under CFRAM studies 
These are obtained from www.floodinfo.ie  The first shown below is a large scale one based 
on the Discovery Series, which gives a good idea of the extent of lands within the existing plan 
area that are at risk of flooding. It is also consistent with the flood map which is shown in the 
existing plan, See Figure 4 below.  
 

http://www.floodinfo.ie/
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Figure 2: Extent of the lands at risk of flooding in Castleconnell 
  
5. River Basin Management Plan and reports 
Insufficient detail available to inform responses at LAP level.  
 
6. Indicative assessment of existing flood risk under Preliminary Flood Risk assessment 
This summary is based on CFRAM mapping and more recent input from the new flooding 
section, which is more up to date than the PFRA.  Not all the areas indicated as being subject 
to flood risk has been supported by other evidence, such as alluvial soil distribution and flood 
events on the OPW website. However, Castleconnell has been subject to flood events in 2009 
and 2015 and 2020. Three factors influence the zoning decision in relation to zoning in these 
areas. The first is the existence of the flood risk as presented by the CFRAM flood maps and 
discussions with council engineers, the second is the low-lying nature of the part of the zoning 
in the centre of the plan area. The six inch map series indicates regular drainage features 
identifying the potential for water logging. It was noted that streams run through part of this 
area, and attempts had been made to drain sections of them.  This indicates generally poor 
drainage conditions. The third factor to be considered is the core strategy that informs the 
Draft Plan. The Core Strategy Figures set out in Table 3.1 of the draft plan indicates that 15.5 
ha is required for residentially zoned land.  This is less than in the existing plan. In accordance 
with the Flood Guidelines for Planning Authorities, it is not considered appropriate to zone 
lands at risk of flooding. The reduction in zoned lands will also lead to a potential increase in 
lands which have permeable, i.e. undeveloped surfaces within and close to the plan area, 
which would help manage surface water runoff which is a factor to consider in flood risk 
management.  
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Figure 3: Lands subject to flood risk that had been de-zoned in the existing plan. These are 
zoned for agricultural purposes in the Draft Local Area Plan.    
 
Limerick City and County Council, in conjunction with the Office of Public Works have 
appointed environmental and engineering consultants to develop a viable Flood Relief 
Scheme for Castleconnell. The scheme is currently in the options appraisal phase and the 
objective is to design and develop an appropriate, cost effective and sustainable flood relief 
scheme, which aims to reduce flood risk in Castleconnell. The project team have considered 
a long list of potential flood management measures, from which a number of scheme options 
have been brought forward for assessment. Detailed flood assessment and modelling have 
been carried out and a flood map has been formulated, which has been used to inform the 
zoning for Castleconnell, while also considering a number of other information and mapping 
sources. 

Flood risk areas in the centre of 

Castleconnell - Light blue areas Flood 

Zone A, dark blue Flood Zone B.  
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Figure 4: Up to date flood risk map as provided by the Flood Consultants, which have been 
formulated as part of the process in the formulation of flood relief measures in Castleconnell.    
 
7. Previous flood risk assessments 
The Flood Risk assessment for the previous local area plan was available to inform this 
assessment.  
 
8. OPW advice 
A flood relief scheme is currently being progressed for Castleconnell and the Local Authority 
are currently engaged with the OPW in the progression of this scheme. The Council in 
conjunction with the OPW are currently holding public consultations on detailed proposals in 
the village.  Detailed site investigations have taken place in order to establish the suitability 
of the areas within the village for flood defence works.  
 
9. Internal consultations with Council personnel  
Discussions regarding drainage and flooding issues took place with council engineers, which 
indicated the vulnerability of Castleconnell to flooding and specific locations, which have been 
vulnerable to flood risk in the past and the need for progress in terms of the development 
and implementation of a Flood Relief Scheme in Castleconnell. The flood maps have informed 
the new zoning extent so that in these areas new zoning is for uses compatible with flood risk, 
such as open space or amenity uses or agricultural uses.  As noted above, much the Special 
Control Area, is also subject to flood risk and this zoning pattern is also compatible with flood 
risk.  The flood extent areas in the Cedarwood Estate location for instance have been zoned 
as open space or agricultural.  
 
To date, significant quantities of data has been gathered which has provided valuable insight 
into previous flooding mechanisms and issues throughout Castleconnell. As part of the 
development of the flood relief scheme, the project team reviewed a number of previous 
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flood events (including 2009, 2015 and 2020) within Castleconnell in order to develop a 
detailed understanding of the relevant flood mechanisms throughout the scheme area. In 
particular, the flood event that occurred in February 2020 has been important in calibrating 
the 2D hydraulic model to accurately represent flooding in Castleconnell. 
 
Hydrology and hydraulics tasks are currently being finalised with the final reports to be 
published in the coming weeks. To facilitate this, a number of surveys including (but not 
limited to); topographic surveys, drainage (including CCTV) have been undertaken over the 
course of the project to gather a detailed understanding of flood risk in Castleconnell. This 
study has included a detailed review of all relevant watercourses and tributaries which flow 
into and potentially affect Castleconnell with the main outputs consisting of predicted flood 
extents mapping for the design events. 
 
As a result of this work, it is considered that the 2009 flood event was of a similar magnitude 
to a 1% Annual Exceedance Event (AEP) also known as the 1 in 100-year event. The proposed 
scheme will be designed to protect against a 1 in 100-year event and will also take appropriate 
account of the unique flow conditions that are experienced in Castleconnell downstream of 
Parteen Weir. 
 
As outlined above, the scheme is currently in the options appraisal phase. The project team 
have considered an extensive list of potential flood management measures, including flood 
walls, embankments, road raising, demountable barriers, river restoration and maintenance 
works, flow diversion, storage and more. Each of these measures have been assessed by 
technical, social, environmental or economic criteria. From this appraisal, three options are 
being brought forward to the pubic consultation stage for a more detailed assessment. 
 
10. Information on flood defences and condition  
The defences that exist in Castleconnell are in need of upgrade, hence the need for a purpose 
built flood relief scheme.  Such embankments that exist are earthen and what is required is a 
designed scheme, which would be capable of protecting the settlement and its infrastructure.   
  
11. LIDAR maps: The Council has purchased LIDAR mapping which has been used with a JBA 
Flood mapping, to provide more accurate information in relation to flooding risk. These have 
been incorporated into the Flood Zone A and B Mapping. This study has now been updated 
by the CFRAMs.  More up to date LIDAR mapping is expected and this will feature in later 
versions of this report.  
 
12. Alluvial deposition maps      
Alluvial soils are those deposited by rivers. Their extent helps to indicate the extent of historic 
flood events. The areas of alluvial soils are to the south west of the plan area and lie within 
the Special Control Area, which limits development and would be subject to flood risk 
assessment, should development occur.  
 
13. Liable to flood markings on old 6 inch maps 
Areas liable to flood were not shown on the 6 inch maps (maps 48 and 56 revised in 1923-24) 
and the editions dating from 1938. However, the orƛƎƛƴŀƭ с ƛƴŎƘ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ŘŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ муплΩǎ 
did show areas liable to flood in Coolbawn townland in the north of the plan area.  This is 
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consistent with the Figure 2 above which is taken from www.floodinfo.ie though there have 
been changes to ground levels and gradual development of the village in the in the interim.  
 

 
Figure 5: Area liable to flood in first edition 6 inch map. Source OSI 
 
14. Local libraries and reports  
Flooding reports were present on the OPW website in relation to the flood incidents in the 
town. Three were presented, one on the Belmont Road, one between the public car park and 
Castleconnell village and one between the village and Scanlon Park. All were in November 
2009 and lasted for 6 days (19th to the 24th November 2009). The last two incidents were in 
western side of the plan area. The flood events of 2015 and 2020 were also well documented 
indicating that properties in Meadowbrook in Castleconnell flooded and areas, such as the 
playground, which is beside the river were rendered unusable by high water levels.  
  
15. Local consultations 
The last round of public consultations with a direct bearing on flooding were those, which 
related to the Flood Relief Scheme for Castleconnell that were held in June 2020. These 
highlighted the need for new defences and for facilities such as roads to be protected which 
might include measures such as raising road levels to help avoid flood encroachment.  
 
During public consultations on the Local Area Plan in March 2022 and on a public webinar on 
March 21st 2022, there was queries/concerns with regard to flood risk, on flood defences and 
vulnerability of properties and lands.  A further public consultation event was held on the 21st 
of September 2022, hosted by the Council, in conjunction with the OPW, regarding flooding 
measures for Castleconnell.   
 
16. Walkover surveys 
Walk over surveys are an important part of the groundwork associated with plan preparation. 
Such surveys helped to indicate the extent of vegetation associated with wetter ground 
conditions and local topography. It helped to identify areas that would be at risk of flooding, 
particularly those to the south and north within the plan area, as well as those areas close to 
heart of Castleconnell itself.       

http://www.floodinfo.ie/
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17.  National, regional and local spatial plans  
Insufficient detail was present in other plans or strategies in order to inform the current 
survey. 
 
18. Previous planning applications 
One planning application in Castleconnell, which related to flooding was appealed to an Bórd 
Pleánala, which was 19/207, which was for raising the levels of a field in the agriculturally 
zoned area in the south of the plan area. The original Council decision to refuse was upheld 
based on flood risk, as infill of existing low-lying grounds would have compromised a flood 
residence function.   

2.2 Flood Justification Tests 

As per Section 4.2 of Flood Guidelines, Flood Justification Test has been undertaken for lands 
zoned in the Draft LAP, which are identified as liable to flooding, according to the most up to 
date flooding maps available. These lands are in the main are developed or unsuitable for 
development and have been zoned for purpose of agricultural use, Special Control Area or 
Open Space and Recreation.    
 

(a) Lands located in the village core zoned Village Centre and Existing Residential  
 
1 
 

The urban settlements is identified for growth under the National Planning 
Framework, Regional Economic and Spatial Strategy, statutory plans prepared under 
the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended, relevant Directives and the 
Planning Guidelines. 

Castleconnell is a Level 3 Settlement in the settlement hierarchy, identified in the 
Limerick Development Plan 2022 ς 2028. The Limerick Development Plan promotes 
Level 3 settlements, as development centres for population growth sustaining a wide 
range of functions, services and employment opportunities supporting its hinterland.  In 
line with National Policy Objective 3c 30% of all new homes targeted within Level 3 
settlements shall be within the existing built-up area of the village. Part of the lands 
within the village centre, are identified as being risk as flooding, however, the lands are 
also the core of the village and in line with national, regional and local planning policy 
critical to the overall development of the village centre, will facilitate consolidation and 
by in large is brown field or infill lands.  






























































