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Part Ag Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening

1.0 Introduction

This screening document is prepared during the preparation of the draft Castleconnell Local
Area Plan 20232029. The review of the Castleconnell Local Area Plan is necessary in order
to ensure that its policies, objectives, and populatfarojections are in line with those of the

core strategy of the Limerick Development Plan 2@P28 and the contents of the National
Planning framework and the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Southern Region.

The Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulatic29 2004

(S.1. No. 436 of 2004, SI 201 of 2011) requires case by case screening of individual plans and
programmes based on the criteria in Schedule 2A to the Planning and opmesit
Regulations 2001 (as amended). These criteria must be taken into account in determining
whether or not significant effects on the environment would be likely to arise as a result of
the preparation of this plan.

Castleconnell is located approxinefit 10km northeast of Limerick city. The village centre is
located approximately 1km off the old Limerick/Dublin national road. Since the opening of
the M7 Motorway, this road has been downgraded to a regional road, R445. The village
adjoins the River Shaon, which is the county boundary between Counties Limerick and
Clare. The village has developed in a linear fashion along the banks of the River Shannon with
the Main Street running parallel to the River. The topography of Castleconnell and
surrounding aeas is largely lodying.
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Figure 1 CastleconneN/IIage Iocated on the banks of the Rlver Shannon

The Limerick Development Plan 202D28 identifies Castleconnell as Level 3 settlement in
Limerick. These provide local retail and business senaceldir surrounding areas. Census
2016 identified a population d,107 people in the village.



1.1 Stage OnePre-Screening

The first step in determining whether the draft Castleconnell Local Alaa Z2023¢ 2029
would require aSEAinvolves a prescreening check. Hllows rapid screeningut of reviews

of plans andpolicies thatare clearly not going to have any environmental impact and
screeningn of those that definitely do require Strategic Environmental Assessment.

It is necessary to condustreening to determine if a Strategic Environmental Assessment of
the review of the Local Area Plan (LAP) is required. The review of the Plan will provide a
framework for development. It is necessary to determine whether an SEA would be required
by testirg the draft LAP against environmental significance screening criteria. The screening
assessment is based on the information identified in the draft 202829 plan. Under the
updated SEA Guidance (March 2022) the population threshold for mandatory SEAQs
people and the threshold area is 50KnThe plan area, within the existing LAP boundary, is
2.4 km? which is below the 50kfthreshold for mandatory SEA. The existing population of
Castleconnell (Census 2016) is 2,107 (Draft LAP p.8), which ebklsothe threshold for

SEA. The projected population growth for Castleconnell, as outlined in the Draft Plan, is that
the village will grow to 2,906, by 2029, which remains below the SEA threshold. Policies and
objectives set out in the Draft Local Aretan, will ensure that growth occurs in a controlled
manner and in line with the provision of services and infrastructure.

Figure 1 PreScreening Decision Tree
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1.2 Stage Twe (A) EnvironmentalSignificance Screening

The application of environmental significance criteria is important in determining whether an

SEA is required for small plans/policies or modifications to Plans/Policies. Annex Il (2) of
5ANBOGADGS wHnnmknHk9/ criterfaltiiat sodil be dti@ssed avideh G dzi 2 |
undertaking this stage.

Criteria for Determining the Likely Significance of Environmental Effects
Characteristics of the Plan/Programme

i. the degree to which the plan or programme sets a framework for projectsomer
activities, either with regard to the location, nature, size and operating conditions or by
allocating resources;

The Local Area Plan guides development within the settlement boundary of Castleconnell, by
allocating zoning to different land uses in accordance with Section 28 guidelines and the
requirements of the National Planning Framework (NPF), Regional Spatidcandmic
Strategy for the Southern Region (RSES), and the Limerick Development Plan22@32



The Local Area Plan will guide the amount and type of development that will take place in
Castleconnell, over the lifetime of the plan. The different zoniategories will permit
developments within the appropriate zoning, in accordance with the zoning matrix for each
land use. The review of the existing Local Area Plan will ensure that the population projections
and hence the zoning patterns of the plan wéflect the policy guidance and population
figures of the NPF @ah RSES and the contents of the coteategy of the Limerick
Development Plan 20222028.

The SEA Directive suppotte use of brownfield and infill sites and also tevelopment of
GOAONI thiins IOARI e @At £ I 3S  OSy (i NBRRSBES ah@® thellLin2rickR 2 S &
Development Plan. The Sustainable Residential Development in Urban Areas Guidelines from
al®& wnnpz Ffaz adrisSa GKFd aySe RSOSH2LIVSY
GAfEF3ASaé¢ 0591 [ DI H AN duseddbvagant @énd paitiallp goOfetiNI I A Y
developments, particularly those located close to the settlement certtries will help to

achieve the aim of more compact settlements. Thefdpdan places furthe emphasis, as

outlined in Chapter 4 Town Centre First Appral, on the development of browield and

infill sites, which reflects the recegbvernment policy document Town Centres Fivghich

encourages theevitalisationand reoccupation of towns andllages.

ii. the degree to which the plan or programme influences other plans and programmes
including those in a hierarchy;

The Local Area Plan is set within the context of the National Planning Framework (NPF),
Regional Spatial and Economic Plan for Smuthern Region (RSES), and the Limerick
Development Plan 20222028, and the provisions of relevant planning guideljmesued by

the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. These tend to influence the
contents of the Castleconnell LA&ther than the other way around. The plan will influence
and guide individual projects and planning decisions within the LAP, both through the zoning
mechanism and the policy content of the Local Area Plan.

iii the relevance of the plan or programme fbe integration of environmental considerations
in particular with a view to promoting sustainable development;

The existing Castleconnell LAP, being reviewed under the Planning and Development Act 2000

(as amended), takes into account relevant enviromtaé considerations. The plan is being

reviewed to update its policy content as it nears the end of its extended statutory time frame.

It will be updated to take into account the need to incorporate the Limerick Development

Plan core strategy, policies aothjectives. The Circular letter PSSP 6/20bfe Strategies

under the Planning and Development (Amendment) Act 2@ilGhe accompanying Guidance

Note on Core Strategies November 2010 (py3),2highlights that the incorporation of the

core strategyd Ydlantegrate relevant EU directive related considerations that development

plans must comply withz Y2y 3aid GKSY GKS {9! 5ANBOGAGS>
the Habitats Directive and environmental legalisation.

The River Shannon forrttse westernboundary of the villageThis is a designated site (Lower
River Shannon Special Area of Conservation site) and a valuable local amenity. Parts of the
flyYyR FTR22AYAY3a (GKS NAOGSN KIS 0SSy RSaiadyl



& LI OS«k I YS yakeliretide westefd pait Bf the plan area. This buffer zone was also
I12ySR a W21y aLl OSklYSyAdGeqQ +a AlG o6Fa ARSy
result of flood risk. The protection of these lands, with only limited development on what is
both a flood risk area and an important natural amenity in the village, is considered important
from an environmental perspective. The inclusion of policies ensuring growth takes place in
parallel with the provision of adequate waste treatment facilities,ame that the possibility

of exsitu effects on the river, as a designated site (Lower River Shannon Special Area of
Conservation) is reducedhe inclusion of a buffer zone along the river also helps todav
encroachment on the riverConsequently, the ances of direct pollution, such as
contaminated over land flow, are reduced. This riparian zone also functions as a wildlife
corridor. There is policy support in theraft Ran, regarding the potential development of a
greenwayextensionfrom the Universiy of Limerick to Montpelier. Having regard to potential
effects on the Lower River Shannon SAC sitejag decidedo prepare a Natura Impact
Statement (NIS) to assess possible effects. This is presented with Evaft plan
documentation. Since the isssi¢hat arise are confined to the river and the Natura 2000 site
network, it is considered that the preparation of an NIS is best way to address these issues.

iii. environmental problems relevant to the plan or programme;

The underlying environmental issueftbe existing Castleconnell Local Area Plan include:

A Sensitive development of the historic townscape of Castleconnell;

A Avoidance of pollution and damage to the River Shannon;

A Preservation of key features of th@ A f f ratBr&l @@dvironment and protected
structures and listed buildings;

A Inclusion of climate action policies and plan content;

A Dealing with the flooding issues that occur in the settlement, this could be viewed as
an extension of the point above regarding dite action policies, as it is a form of
climate adaptation.

In the review of the existing Local Area Plan, it is considered appropriate to update the policies
and objectives relating to Architectural Conservation Areas and architectural issues generally,
having regard to the quality of the architecture in the settlement.

iv. the relevance of the plan or programme for the implementation of Community legislation
on the environment (e.g. plans and programmes linked to wasteagement or water
protection).

The review of the existing LAP is being carried out, in accordance with the Limerick
Development Plan 2022028. In addition, the Castleconnell LAP is being prepared with the
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and National Planning Framework (NPBElas a b
drop which take cognisance of community legislation and guidelines in relation to
environmental issues. The importance of the protection of water quality is fully recognised in
the draft plan. Section 8.2.1 of the plan and Policy CH2 sets out thetaesthieve good
water quality.



Characteristics of the Effects and of the Area Likely to be affected
i. the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects

Changes are likely as the zoning mechanism guides both the amount and location of
development. Changes to the built environment are generally permanent in nature and are
difficult to reverse. As indicated above by rationalising the zoning pattern, ipecéed that

the overall effects of developments would be much more controlled, both in terms of reduced
areas proposed for development but also through consolidation of the village core, which will
try and address issues of under use of buildings at tteseent core.

Changes to the buiknvironment are generally longrm (with perhaps a 50 year lifespan)
but the zoning template and the emphasis on centre out development allied to the use of
core strategy figures will ensure that the village willt noe overwhelmed by such
development and will grow at an appropriate rate relative to the availability of services.

ii. the cumulative nature of the effects

Cumulative negative environmental effects are likely to be localised within the plan boundary
and lmited in nature. As outlined above, with the use of guidgrsteh as the core strategy
and robust planning policies, it is considered that the scale of development will integrate well
into the existing settlementhereby reducing adverse cumulative effects.

iii. the transboundary nature of the effects

The Draft Plan notes that some of the existing wakkys lead into County Clare (Table 6)
These are existing trails and are long established. Their effects aregatded as being
significant. However theotential greenway proposalwhich is currently at feasibility stage,
is considered tgotentially have significant effects due to scale and distafren Limerick
to Montpelier and the increased level of humarsttdirbance which may potentially be close
to the river banks.

iv. the risks to human health or the environment (e.g. due to accidents)

None. The waste water treatment plant in Castletroy to which waste is pumped has a
Population Equivalent of 45,000 whick sufficient to cater for the population growth
anticipated in Castleconnell, Irish Water are developing proposals to upgrade the existing
plant to enhance the capacity of the plant in Castletroy.

v. the magnitude and spatial extent of the affects (geoginiapharea and size of the population
likely to be affected)

The area that will be affected is that within the devetognt boundary of Castleconnetiee
zoning map in the draft Local Area Pldine Draft Plan area is 2.4knwhich is an overall
reductionin dze from the existing plan areend has population of,207. Section 1.1 above
contains details of projected population figures.
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vi. the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to
- Special natural characteristics or cultural itege;

The Limerick Development Plan and the Local Area Plan identify the following protected
areas/elements of the natural/cultural heritage:
A Protected Structures;
A Architectural Conservation Areas;
A Sites of Archaeological Significance;
A Areas with naturahistory designations, in particular the Lower Ri8&annon
SAC site.

The village of Castleconnell is of particular architectural interest. Of particular note is the
streetscape and the built environment contributing to the creation of a series iguenviews

along and beyond the streets of the village. Changes to the plan following review are not
expected to have any adverse effects, but to consolidate the protection of these assets.
Section 8.3.1 of the draft plan indicates the variety of protect&dctures in the plan. They

are listed in Appendix 3 of the draft Local Area Plan. Section 8.3.2 describes the three
Architectural Conservation Areas (ACAS) in the plan, the northern, central (core) and southern
which indicate different features of th&& A a 1 2 NA O f RS@St2LIv¥Syid 27
environment.

- exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values;

It is not expected that any environmental quality standards will be exceeded or thaathe v

of vulnerable areas, will be impastt,as a result of the review, it is recommended that policies
which conserve aspects of both the built and natural environment are carried forwadd a
reinforced in the review.Other policies in the plan such as Policy CH2 (see above) sets out
the need b achieve good water quality, in line with the requirements of the Water
Framework Directive.

- intensive laneuse;

Any revision to take into account the core strategy will result in rationalisation of existing
zoning patterns through measuresuch as additional zoning, which will be progressed in the
Draft Plan. This would seek to reduce the impact on land use by limiting the amount of land
used for development by concentrating development in core areas, including brown
field/infill sites, whie protecting environmentally sensitive areas from development. The
measures outlined above, such as the continuance of policies to protect the ACAs and the
Special Control Area along the river are expected to lessen the overall effects of development
within the LAP boundary. The emphasis on Wiage centre first policy is designed to
encourage reuse of existing building stock particularly the village wdreh is intended to

result in revitalization of this part of the village.

vii. the effects on aras or landscapes which have a recognised national, community or
international protection status.
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As indicated abovehe indusion of policies relating to the proposed Limerick to Montpelier
greerway and its possible effects has determined the needafblatura Impact Statement.
Since effects are considered to be confined to the Natura 2000 network, the NIS is considered
the best mechanism to adequately assess the effects.

1.3 Stage Twa@ Summary, Conclusion and Statement

At this stage in the plan preparation process, no significant environmental impacts can be
identified in relation to the above issues. The greenway issue is being dealt with by the
preparation of a Natura Impact Statement.

Following the screening proceswhereby the specific context of the review to the
Castleconnell Local Area Plan has been assessed against the environmental significance
criteria as contained innex Il (2) of the SEA Directiveis concluded that a Strategic
Environmental Assessmernis not required for this stage for the preparation of the draft
Castleconnell Local Area Plan.

12



Part B¢ Flood Risk Assessment

2.0 Introduction: Flood risk In Castleconnell

This flood risk assessmdms informed the review of thBraft Castleconnk Local Area Plan
2023¢ 2029 It should be read in conjunction with the zoning map of the Draft Plan.

2.1 Stage 1: Flood Risk Identification

The Technical Appendices of tRenning and Flood Risk Management Guidelines (November

2009 p.9)dentify the following sources of information:
1. OPW Preliminary flood risk assessment indicative fluvial flood maps;

National Coastal Protection strategy study flood and coastal erosiomagk;

Predictive and historic flood maps and benefiting land maps;

Predictive flood maps produced under CFRAM studies;

River Basin Management Plan and reports;

Indicative assessment of existing flood risk under Preliminary flood risk assessment;

Previous flood risk assessments;

Advice from Office of Public Works;

Internal consultation with Local Authority personnel, in particular engineering staff;

10 Topographical maps, in particular LIDAR;

11.Information on flood defence condition and performamnc

12. Alluvial Deposition Maps;

13.Liable to flood markings on old 6 inch maps. In addition these maps particularly the
first edition, contain information on landscape features and infrastructure such as
mills and weirs that can indicate hydrological features;

14.Local Libraries and newspaper reports;

15. Local consultation e.g. Local groups;

16.Walkover surveys to assess potential sources of flooding and likely routes of flood
waters and flood defences;

17.National, regional and local spatial plans and previous plarapptjcations.

©CoOoNOO WD

1. OPW preliminary flood risk assessment indicative fluvial flood maps

These have been superseded by the CFRAM maps. In lieu of these an onsite report, prepared
following the November 2009 flooding event in Castleconnell has been u$ede hdicate

that approximately 70 houses had been affected by floodirige majority of these houses
were located in the western portion of the plan area, close to the existing villlage centre
These are located to the east, south east and south of &stle ruins. Commercial properties

to the east south east and south of the castle ruins have been flooded. The health care centre
southeast of the castle ruins was also flooded as was the pumping station north of the castle
ruins. All of these are judged be of high vulnerability risk-urther flooding took place in
2015 and in 2020, where infrastructure, such as roads were rendered impassable in
Castleconnell village.

2. National Coastal Protection Strategy Study flood and coastal maps

Maps for this stdy would not be of any assistance in dealing with specific flooding issues in
Castleconnell.
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3. Predictive and historic flood maps and benefiting land maps (flood maps.ie)

These maps were consulted. Benefitting lands were shown to the east of Castdcamah

also outside the plan area. See Figure 1 below. These are not likely to exert any influence on
the zoning allocations within the plan area.
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Flgure 1 Benefltlng Iands to the east of the Plan Area

The older six inch map series was consulted and no areas liable to flooding were shown in the
plan area. The areas close to the River Shannon, though low lying lie within Special Control
Area or open spacing zoning, which limits the scale and nature ofi¢lielopment within

these areas.

4. Predictive flood maps produced under CFRAM studies

These arebtained fromwww.floodinfo.ie The first shown below is a large scale one based
on the Discovery Series, which giaegood idea of the extent of lands within the existing plan
area that are at risk of flooding. It is also consistent with the flood map which is shown in the
existing plan, See Figure 4 below.

14


http://www.floodinfo.ie/

mass P Lb/ . TP 7717”.:" oo \ —

_odile .ﬂSUmmerh‘l N /
| CASTLE@N ELLSS (e r.., ~
i Ca/slean /%ch@h il mb nasd ..

ANk

N q [.‘ Coolreury '

A eodpark {E;

: Sa!ellﬂe

-( “in \AI'\’A"\I‘I'

Flgure 2 Extent of the lands at rlsk of flooding in Castnnell

5. River Basin Management Plan and reports
Insufficient detail available to inform responses at LAP level.

6. Indicative assessment of existing flood risk under Preliminary Flood Risk assessment

This summary is based on CFRAM mapping and necent input from the new flooding
section, which is more up to date than the PFRA. Not all the areas indicated as being subject
to flood risk has been supported by other evidence, such as alluvial soil distribution and flood
events on the OPW website. tever, Castleconnell has been subject to flood events in 2009
and 2015 and 2020. Three factors influence the zoning decision in relation to zoning in these
areas. The first is the existence of the flood risk as presented by the CFRAM flood maps and
discus®ns with council engineers, the second is the-lgumg nature of the part of the zoning

in the centre of the plan area. The six inch map series indicates regular drainage features
identifying the potential for water logging. It was noted that streams thmough part of this

area, and attempts had been made to drain sections of them. This indicates generally poor
drainage conditions. The third factor to be considered is the core strategy that informs the
Draft Plan. The Core Strategy Figures set ouablel3.1 of the draft plan indicates that 15.5

ha is required for residentially zoned land. This is less than in the existing plan. In accordance
with the Flood Guidelines for Planning Authorities, it is not considered appropriate to zone
lands at risk oflooding. The reduction in zoned lands will also lead to a potential increase in
lands which have permeable, i.e. undeveloped surfaces within and close to the plan area,
which would help manage surface water runoff which is a factor to consider in fiskd r
management.
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Flood risk areas in the centre of
Castleconnell Light blue areas Flood
Zone A, dark blue Flood Zone B.
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Figure 3:Lands subject to flood risk that had been-ziened in the existing plan. These are
zoned for agricultural purposes in the Draft Local Area Plan.

Limerick City and County Coungil, conjunction with the Office of Public Works have
appointed environmetal and engineering consultants tdevelop a viable Flood Relief
Scheme for Castleconnellhe scheme is currently in thr@ptions appraisal phasand the
objective is todesign and develop an appropriate, cost effective and sustainable flood relief
scheme which aims to reduce flood risk in CastleconnBlle project team have considered

a long list of potential flood management measures, from which a number of scheme options
have been brought forward for assessmebDetailed flood assessment and modellingve

been carried out and a flood map has been formulated, which has been used to inform the
zoning for Castleconnell, while also considering a number of other information and mapping
sources.

16
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Figure 4:Up to date flood risk map as provided by tRod Consultantsvhich have been
formulatedas part of the process the formulationof flood relief measures in Castleconnell.

7. Previous flood risk assessments
The Flood Risk assessment for the previous local area plan was available to timform
assessment

8. OPW advice

A flood relief scheme is currently being progressed for Castleconnell and the Local Authority
are currently engaged with the OPW in the progression of this schdine.Council in
conjunction with the OPVére currently holdig public consultations on detailed proposals in
the village. Detailed site investigations have taken place in order to establish the suitability
of the areas within the village for flood defence works.

9. Internal consultations with Council personnel

Discussions regarding drainage and flooding issues took place with council engineers, which
indicated the vulnerability of Castleconnell to flooding and specific locations, which have been
vulnerable to flood risk in the past and the need for progreseims of the development

and implementation of a Flood Ref Scheme in Castleconnell. The floodps have informed

the new zoning extent so that in these areas new zoning is for uses compatible with flood risk,
such apen space or amenity uses agricutural uses. As noted aboyvmuch the Special
Control Area, is also subject to flood risk and this zoning pattern is also compatible with flood
risk. The flood extent areas in the Cedarwood Estate location for instance have been zoned
as open space or agultural.

To date, significant quantities of data has been gathered which has provided valuable insight

into previous flooding mechanisms and issues throughout Castleconnell. As part of the
development of the flood relief scheme, the project team revéela number of previous

17



flood events (including 2009, 2015 a®20) within Castleconnell in order to develop a
detailed understanding of the relevant flood mechanisms throughout the scheme area. In
particular, the flood event that occurred in February 2d2as been important in calibrating
the 2D hydraulic model taccurately represent flooding iGastleconnell.

Hydrology and hydraulics tasks are currently being finalised with the final reports to be
published in the coming weeks. To facilitate this, anber of surveys including (but not
limited to); topographic surveys, drainage (including CCTV) have been undertaken over the
course of the project to gather a detailed understanding of flood risk in Castleconnell. This
study has included a detailed review all relevant watercourses and tributaries which flow
into and potentially affect Castleconnell with the main outputs consisting of predicted flood
extents mapping for the design events.

As a result of this work, it is considered that the 2009 floochéweas of a similamagnitude
to a 1% Annual Exceedance Event (AEP) also known as the lywat@Yent. Th@roposed
scheme will be designed to protect against a 1 in-§8ar event and will also take appropriate
account of the unique flow conditions dlh are experienced iastleconnell downstream of
Parteen Weir.

As outlined above hte scheme is currently in the options appraisal phase. The project team
haveconsidered an extensive list of potential flood management measures, incléldou)
walls, enbbankments, road raising, demountalarriers, river restoration anthaintenance
works, flow diversion, storage and more. Each of these measures e assessed by
technical, social, environmental or economic criteria. From dipigraisal, three optionare
being brought forward to the gbic consultation sagefor a more detailed assessment.

10.Information on flood defences and condition

The defences that exist in Castleconnell are in need of upgrade, hence the need for a purpose
built flood reliefscheme Such embankments that exist are earthen and what is required is a
designed scheme, which would be capable of protecting the settlement and its infrastructure

11. LIDAR mapghe Councihaspurchased LIDAR mapping which has been used wiAa J
Flood mapping, to provide more accurate information in relation to flooding risk. These have
been incorporated into the Flood Zone A and B Mapping. This study has now been updated
by the CFRAMs. More up to date LIDAR mapping is expected and theatuitefin later
versions of this report.

12. Alluvial deposition maps

Alluvial soils are those deposited by rivers. Their extent helps to indicate the extent of historic
flood events. The areas of alluvial soils are to the south west of the plan area and lie within
the Special Control Area, which limits development and wdaddsubject to flood risk
assessment, should development occur.

13. Liable to flood markings on old 6 inch maps

Areas liable to flood were not shown on the 6 inch maps (maps 48 and 56 revised 184)923

and the editions dating from 1938. However,thdaB A Yy I f ¢ AYOK &aSNAS& RI
did show a&eas liable to flood in Coolbawownland in the north of the plan area. This is
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consistent with the Figure 2 above which is taken fremw.floodinfo.iethough there have
been changes to ground levels and gradual development of the village in the in the interim.
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Figure 5Area liable to flood in first edltlon 6 mch map Source OSI

14.Local libraries and reports

Flooding reports were present on the OPW wigbén relation to the flood incidents in the
town. Three were presented, one on the Belmont Road, one between the public car park and
Castleconnell village and one between the village and Scanlon Park. All were in November
2009 and lasted for 6 days (190 the 24" November 2009). The last two incidents were in
western side of the plan area. The flood events of 2015 and 2020 were also well documented
indicating that properties in Meadowbrook @astleconnell floodednd areassuch as the
playground, which is beside the river were rendered unusable by high water levels.

15. Local consultations

The last round of public consultations with a direct bearing on flooding were those, which
related to the Flood Relief Scheme for Baonnell that were held in June 2020. These
highlighted the need for new defences and for facilities such as roads to be protected which
might include measures such as raising road levels to help avoid flood encroachment.

During public consultations dhe Local Area Plan in March 2022 and on a public webinar on
March 2F'2022, there was queries/concerns with regard to flood risk, on flood defences and
vulnerability of properties and lands. A further public consultation event was held on the 21
of September 2022, hosted by th€ouncil, in conjunction with the OPWegarding flooding
measures for Castleconnell.

16. Walkover surveys

Walk over surveys are an important part of the groundwork associated with plan preparation.
Such surveys helped to iimadte the extent of vegetation associated with wetter ground
conditions and local topography. It helped to identify areas that would be at risk of flooding,
particularly those to the south and north within the plan area, as well as those areas close to
heart of Castleconnell itself.
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17. National, regional and local spatial plans
Insufficient detail was present in other plans or strategies in order to inform the current
survey.

18. Previous planning applications

One planning application in Castlexell, which related to flooding was appealed to an Bord
Pleanala, which was 19/207, which was for raising the levels of a field in the agriculturally
zoned arearn the south of the plan are&he original Council decision to refusas upheld
based on flod risk, as infill of existing lelying grounds would have compromised a flood
residence function.

2.2 Flood Justification Tests

As per Section 4.2 of Flood Guidelines, Flood Justification Test has been undertaken for lands
zoned in theDraft LAP, which are identified as liable to floodiag¢ording to the most up to

date flooding maps available. These lands are in the rmgrdeveloped or unsuitable for
development and have been zoned for purpose of agricultural use, Special Control Area or
Open Space and Recreation.

(a) Lands located in the village core zoned Village CeartceEXisting Residential

1 | The urban settlementsis identified for growth under the National Planning
Framework, Regional Economic and Spatial Strategy, statutory pfaegparedunder
the Planning and Development Act 2000 as amended, relevant Directives and
Planning Guidelines.

Castleconnell is a Level 3 Settlsmh in the settlement hierarchy, identified in th
LimerickDevelopment Plan 2022 2028. The Limerick Development Plan promof
Level 3 sttlements, as development cergs for population growth sustaining a wig
range of functions, services and employmepportunities supporting its hinterlandin
line with National PolicYDbjective3c 30% of all new homes targeted within Leve
settlements shall be within the exisg built-up area of the villagePart of the landg
within the village centre, are ideffigd as being risk as flooding,\Wwever, the lands arg
also the coreof the village and in line with national, regional and local planning p
critical to the overall deslopment of the village centre, will facilitate consolidation g
by in large is wn field or infill lands.
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