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19th October 2022 

To the Mayor and Each Member of Limerick City and County Council 

Chairperson’s Report for the Home and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee  

 

Meeting on the 19th October 2022 

A Chomhairleoir, a chara, 

Summary Report/Main Issues 

Cllr. Stephen Keary opened the meeting and welcomed all members to the October SPC meeting. 

  
Item 1:  Confirm minutes from meeting held on 15th June 2022  
  
Proposed:  Cllr. Michael Murphy   Seconded: Cllr. Tom Ruddle 
  
Item 2: Matters arising from the Minutes   
 
No matters arising from previous minutes. 
 
Item 3: Draft Mid-West Homeless Action Plan  
 
Ms. Mary Hayes, Senior Executive Officer, Housing Support Services & Ms. Triona O’Connor, 
Homeless Operations Programme Manager presented the draft “Mid-West Homelessness Plan 2022-
2025” 
 
A discussion took place and the main points were:  
 
Cllr. Sharon Benson highlighted targets from Housing First and Ms. Hayes advised that the Council 
continue to work with all key stakeholders to deliver targets. 
Cllr. Tom Ruddle enquired about the Council’s strategies to prevent homelessness. Ms. O’Connor 
advised that the Council have homeless solutions, mainly use of the Housing Assistance Payment 
(HAP) scheme, place-finder service and engaging with Landlords.  
An Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Stephen Keary enquired about the Government’s announcement on the 
temporary ban on evictions. Ms. Hayes advised that the Council are awaiting the Minister’s official 
sign off and the detail. 
Ms. Anne Cronin, Sectoral Representative Community/Voluntary asked for figures on how many 
persons exited homelessness in the last 12 months.    
Cllr. Tom Collopy enquired about the ceiling caps for HAP payment.  
Ms. Hayes confirmed that the above would be circulated. 
 
On the proposal of Cllr.  Michael Murphy, seconded by Cllr Tom Ruddle it was agreed: 
 
“that the draft Mid-West Homeless Plan 2022-2025 be recommended to Council for adoption”. 
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Item 4: Draft Homeless Policy Document  
 
Ms. Mary Hayes, Senior Executive Officer, Housing Support Services presented the draft “Homeless 
Policy Document” 
 
A discussion took place and the main points were:  
 
Cllr. Sharon Benson asked if the assessment and eligibility was removed. Ms. Hayes confirmed it was 
replaced with the definition of homelessness as per Section 2 Housing Act 1988. 
Cllr. Collopy enquired about the Council helpline for emergency accommodation. Ms O’Connor 
advised that there is a specific out of hours free phone number and direct line numbers for the 
homeless action team. 
 
On the proposal of Cllr. Tom Ruddle, seconded by Cllr. Tom Collopy, it was agreed that 
 
“the draft Homeless Policy Document be recommended to Council for adoption”. 
 
 
Item 5: Development of New Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy - To note progress to date 
 
Mr. Seamus Hayes, Administrative Officer, Housing Support Services provided an update on progress 
to date on the “Development of Anti-Social Behaviour Strategy”.  
 
A discussion took place and the main points were:  
 
A discussion ensued on the matter and Mr. Hayes, Ms. Patricia Phillips and Ms. Mary Hayes responded 

to a number of questions on a variety of topics including: 

1. Enforcement powers available to Council. 

2. Number of cases dealt with by Community Sustainment Unit. 

3. Vetting of prospective tenants. 

4. Pre-tenancy discussions and training. 

5. Follow-up visits to new tenants. 

6. Powers in relation to HAP tenancies. 

Mr. Hayes advised that the intention is to place this strategy on the agenda for the full Council 

meeting on 28th November 2022. 

On the proposal of Cllr.  Michael Murphy seconded by Cllr. Tom Ruddle, it was agreed that 

“the new Anti Social Behaviour Strategy be recommended to Council for adoption. 

 

Item 6: Feedback Housing One-Rep Policy  
 

Ms. Helen Creed, Administrative Officer, Housing Strategy and Non-LA Housing Construction 
presented feedback following area workshops with Councillors. 
 
A discussion took place and the main points were: 
 
Cllr. Ruddle asked about written requests for nominations.  Ms. Creed responded that Limerick City 
and County Council have to adhere to GDPR legislation. 
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Cllr. Michael Murphy asked if TD’s also make representation as well as Councillors. Ms Creed 
informed the members that following the area workshops there was general support for one 
Councillor or one Oireachtas Member representation. 
Ms. Creed informed the members that a reworked draft would be presented at the next SPC on the 
14th December, 2022. 
 
Item 7: Private Rightsizing at Mungret Gate  
 
Ms. Sarah Newell, Senior Executive Officer, Housing Strategy and Non-LA Housing Construction 
provided a presentation “Overview of Private Rightsizing Pilot at Mungret Gate” 
 
A discussion took place and the main points were:  
 
Cllr. Catherine Slattery complemented the success of the scheme and stated that more land should 
be identified and more downsizing schemes rolled out. Ms. Newell stated it’s the Council’s intention 
to roll out more downsizing schemes. 
Cllr. Tom Ruddle enquired about valuing the applicant’s properties, how much they pay to downsize.   
Ms. Newell explained that the Council arrange for an independent valuation and explained the 
financial contribution payable. 
Cllr. Keary asked what the Council do with the 25% financial contribution.  Ms. Curley advised that 
the money goes into the internal capital receipts for housing use. 
Cllr. Sheehan asked if the northside of Limerick could be considered.  Ms Newell advised that the 
Council would consider the northside for future schemes. 
Cllr. Tom Collopy stated there are Council tenants willing to downsize.  Ms. Patricia Phillips replied 
that housing allocations can meet with any council household wishing to downsize. 
Ms. McElligott enquired about works to the applicant’s property.  Ms. Newell advised that the 
Council can’t commence works until the property comes into the Council’s ownership. 
 
Item 8: Reporting to SPC from HDSG (Housing Disability Strategic Group)  
 
Ms. Caroline Curley, Director advised that the “Housing and Disability Steering Report 20th July 2022” 
figures circulated were for noting. 
  
Item 9: Updates 
 

a. Letter dated 27th May 2022 sent to the Minister for State for Public Health, Wellbeing and 
the National Drugs Strategy, on seeking additional funding for Mid-West Regional Drugs and 
Alcohol Services and provide more transitional housing.  

 
Ms. Helen Creed, Administrative Officer, informed the members that a reply was received by the 
Ministers office on the 9th September, 2022 and circulated ahead of the meeting. 
 

b. Working group on vacancy 
 

Mr. Conor Culloo, Senior Engineer, Housing updated the Group on the meetings to-date held on 15th 
September, 27th September and 12th October, 2022. 

 
c. Update - Scheme of Priority for Affordable Dwelling Purchase Arrangements  

 
Ms. Sarah Newell informed the members that 25 affordable homes for delivery in 2023 were 
approved under the Affordable Housing Fund in September 2022. Ms. Newell advised the members 
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that an Affordable Housing workshop would be held in December 2022 to update all elected 
members on (a) the Affordable Delivery Programme and (b) Scheme of Priority for Affordable 
Dwelling Purchase Arrangements. 
  
Item 10: AOB 
 
Cllr. Sharon Benson referred to the practice of issuing solicitors’ letters to tenants in arrears of rent 
stating that she was aware of cases where tenants who had agreed payment plans to address the 
arrears, and were adhering to such plans, had nevertheless received such letters thereby causing 
them distress. Mr. Hayes advised that he would be very surprised if that was the case and it was 
agreed that Cllr. Benson would engage with him subsequent to the meeting with specific details so 
that he could investigate. 
Cllr. Slattery asked is there are any plans to raise the income limit for social housing and if we could 
write to the Minister. Ms. Curley state that this was a matter for the DHLGH, that limits were 
currently being reviewed and we are awaiting an update. Cllr. Slattery added that we should write to 
the Minister for an update.  
Cllr. Sharon Benson added that the Minister should consider increasing the caps in relation to 
Income thresholds for social housing. 
 

END OF MEETING  
 

December SPC meeting confirmed for 14th December 2022 
 

 
Recommendation 1: 
On the proposal of Cllr.  Michael Murphy, seconded by Cllr Tom Ruddle it was agreed: 
 
“that the draft Mid-West Homeless Plan 2022-2025 be recommended to Council for adoption”. 

 
Recommendation 2: 
On the proposal of Cllr. Tom Ruddle, seconded by Cllr. Tom Collopy, it was agreed that 
 
“the draft Homeless Policy Document be recommended to Council for adoption”. 
 

Recommendation 3: 
On the proposal of Cllr.  Michael Murphy seconded by Cllr. Tom Ruddle, it was agreed that 

“the new Anti Social Behaviour Strategy be recommended to Council for adoption”. 

 

 
 
  
 

 
Is mise le meas, 

Cllr. Stephen Keary, Chairperson 
Home and Social Development Strategic Policy Committee 


