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                    14th November 2022 

 

To the Mayor and Each Member of Limerick City and County Council 

Chairperson’s Report of the Travel & Transportation Strategic Policy Committee Meeting 

of 25th October 2022. 

 

Item 1: Minutes 
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Travel and Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held 
on 27th June and the 12th July 2022 were proposed by Cllr. Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. Sheahan 
(M) and adopted. 
 
 
Item 2: Update on MWNRDO TII Projects – Tim Fitzgerald, S.E. 
Mr. Tim Fitzgerald delivered a presentation on the MWRDO TII Projects outlining the Road 
and Greenway schemes at planning stage and schemes at construction. 
 
The members thanked Mr. Fitzgerald and welcomed the progress made to date.  The Chair 
opened the floor to questions. 
 
In response to questions raised, Mr. Fitzgerald added the following points: 

 

 TII is the approving authority for all Greenway projects since September 2021. They 

have developed new guidance documents and procedures in relation to Greenways.    

 He noted issues raised from the members regarding the traffic congestion at the 

Mackey Roundabout. 

 The Black Bridge is not included in the UL to Montpelier scheme; it falls within the 

Limerick to Scarriff scheme which is being administered by Waterways Ireland and 

Clare Co. Co. 

 As the Rathkeale to Limerick Greenway is currently on the feasibility phase, it is 

difficult to give a timeline.  National code of practice requires the investigation of 

locating greenways on state owned lands where possible.   

 Passenger rail was identified in LSMATS and the executive will continue to discuss 

this element with the NTA 

 Foynes is a core Port and in accordance with EU TEN-T regulations, is to be served by 

high quality road and freight rail line.   

 A design update for both Newcastle West and Abbeyfeale is scheduled for Q1 2023. 



 

2 
 

Item 3: Proposed 30km/h Speed Limits in the core business district – Seamas O’Reilly, 

S.E.E. 

Mr. O’Reilly delivered a presentation on the proposed 30kp/h speed limits in the core 

business district. 

 

The members thanked Mr. O’Reilly for the presentation and welcomed the proposal.   

 

Queries were raised including enforcement, the management of the speed limit review, and 

if lower than 30kp/h can be considered.  In response, Mr. O’Reilly added the following: 

 

 A number of submissions have been received on the county speed limit review 

 Mr. O’Reilly will be managing the speed limit review and will be holding workshops 

 He confirmed that he is in consultation with An Garda Siochána regarding 
enforcement and once implemented a speed survey will be undertaken, which will 
assist in informing LCCC of required engineering measures 

 30kp/h is the lowest speed limit available to the Local Authority 

 At a number of locations, additional engineering measures may be deemed necessary. 
This is a work in progress and will be dealt with on a case-by- case- basis. 

 Mr. Kennedy advised Bus Connects has started and traffic management will be part of 
the Bus Connects project 

  
Item 4: Health Benefits arising from implementation of a low noise road surface -                  

Mr. Simon Jennings, Executive Scientist  

Mr. Jennings delivered the above presentation and described how works in the area between 
Junction 28 and 30 were completed for the TII between under a pilot project. 
 

The members thanked Mr. Jennings and his team for the work accomplished to date.  The 

Chair opened the floor to questions. 

 

In response to questions, Mr. Jennings added the following: -  

 The Pilot Project is designed to inform the development of TII policy for addressing 
road traffic noise issues on the national road network 

 The output from the programme is in the form of a Report, which looks at mitigation 
measures 

 Mr. Jennings has not seen any Periodic speed limits applied in the Irish context to 
reduce the impact of environmental noise 

 A Cost Benefit Assessment is completed for the Ballycummin Hotspot and was 
prepared at the same time as the Monaleen (M7) hotspot. 

 A reduced speed to 30kp/h in the core business business district is likely to have a 
positive effect on reducing environmental noise 

 Regarding the construction of new residential developments, there are currently no 
national guidelines 

 Barriers need to be of sufficiently high density with no gaps along their length. 
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In relation to Glencairn, Dooradoyle, Mr. Jennings advised that he has been in touch with 

residents who made submissions on the current Noise Action Plan to inform them that TII’s 

civil works would not include the Ballycummin Hotspot. Mr. Kennedy advised that he will liaise 

with Mr. Jennings to engage with TII. 

The Chair thanked Mr Jennings and stated that he would be welcome to future meetings. 

Item 5: Update on LSMATS – Mr. Brian Kennedy, D.O.S. 

Mr. Kennedy gave an update on LSMATS confirming that the second round of Public 

Consultation is completed and signed off by the NTA and is now referred to Minister 

Malcolm Noonan.  It is anticipated that the final document will be published the end of 

November 2022. 

The members thanked Mr. Kennedy and raised queries in relation to the omission of the 

LNDR, Cycle Connects and the absence of connectivity between cycle lanes.  

 
In response, Mr. Kennedy added the following - 

 The Minister of Transport made the decision in relation to the omission of the LNDR 
and he assumed this continues to be the case.  The executive agrees it is important to 
the region 

 He will bring queries in relation to cycle connects to the NTA 

 The LSMATS is a strategic document and has more emphasis on networks as opposed 
to schemes.  It will connect all schemes that the council is working on through the 
Pathfinder project  

 Regarding connecting the LNDR, Mr. Kennedy stated that the proposed congestion 
improvement works on the Corbally Road and the works on Junction 28 are all in an 
effort to progress into the future. 

 
Item 6: Notice of Motion submitted by Cllr. S. Benson (referred from Full Council Meeting) 

 
I will move at the next Meeting that this Council consider the introduction of specifically 
designated autism parking spots outside the Dóchas Centre in Parnell Street, Limerick, and 
that this Council work with ASD Ireland with a view to identifying other suitable locations 
across the city and county. 
 
Cllr. Collopy seconded the Motion. 
 
Reply:  
In a recent written response by the Minister for Transport, Eamon Ryan it was advised  
that there is no authorised Disabled Parking Badge specifically relating to autism. This creates 
a difficulty when considering the introduction of specific parking spots in this regard.   

 

We reviewed best practice elsewhere and are aware of arrangements in place in some 

locations, which are dependent on an honesty policy for effective operation. The system 
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involves marking a specific parking area with a recognised hidden disability emblem and 

depends on user honesty for subsequent parking on this spot. 

It should be noted that that this is a very busy city centre location with paid parking. We will 

liaise with ASD Ireland and the local Dóchas Centre to gauge their views on the matter and 

determine a course of action following these discussions.  

 

Cllr. Benson welcomed that the Council will engage with ASD and the local Dóchas Centre 

and was satisfied with the response. 

Item 7: Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor M. Ryan (referred from 

Cappamore/Kilmallock MD Meeting) 

I will move at the next meeting of the Cappamore-Kilmallock Municipal District that the use 

of averaging Speed cameras in towns and villages be considered in the Municipal District 

where speed is a concern. 

Cllr. Teefy seconded the Motion. 

Reply:  

The Average Speed Safety Camera System is governed by an agreement under Section  

81 (7) of the Road Traffic Act, 2010, entered into between An Garda Siochána, the Dept. of 

Justice and Transport Infrastructure Ireland. A pilot was launched on March 8th on the M7 in 

Tipperary between Junction 26 (Nenagh West) and Junction 27 (Birdhill) to commence 

installation and testing of an Average Speed Safety Camera System.  The operation of the 

system is very complex from a data handling perspective and is still under evaluation by An 

Garda Siochána and the Dept. of Justice at this Co. Tipperary site.  Note that a similar system 

has been in operation in Dublin Tunnel and has resulted in a reduction in speeding incidents 

by about 80% in the Tunnel. 

However, it should be noted that both of the above locations have a defined speed measuring 

entry point and a defined speed measuring exit point, with no entry or exit points in between. 

Essentially, traffic entering the system have no choice but to continue on to exit point, which 

means that the averaging system will get an accurate reading of the speed of the vehicle as 

it, traverses this defined path. 

This requirement is not replicated in a typical town/village scenario where, invariably, there 

will be multiple exit/entry/destination or speed interruption points between the sampling 

points in question. Consequently, there could be no confidence that the system will give an 

accurate representation of the vehicles speed because of this likelihood of exposure to 

journey interruptions along the route.   

Mr. Kennedy added that the Council will write to the Department of Justice on the matter.  

Cllr Ryan welcomed the response. 
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Item 8: Notice of Motion submitted by Mr. Dean Lillis 
 

We move to ask Limerick City and County Council to write to the Road Safety Authority to 
revise the content of the Category B Essential Driver Training syllabus and the Category B 
Approved Driving Instructor Training syllabus to result in greater 
awareness of the illegality of parking on any footpath and/or footway, as per Article 36(i) of 
S.I. No. 182/1997 - Road Traffic (Traffic and Parking) Regulations, 1997. 
 
Cllr. Ryan seconded the Motion. 
 
Reply: 
The Council will write to the Road Safety Authority to revise the content of the Category B 

Essential Driver Training syllabus and the Category B Approved Driving Instructor Training 

syllabus.  

Mr. Lillis thanked Mr. Kennedy for the reply 

This concluded the business of the meeting. 
 
Is mise le meas, 
 

 

 
________________________ 

Saša Novak 

Chairperson of the Travel & Transportation Strategic Policy Committee 

 


