
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AT MEETING OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF ADARE-
RATHKEALE JPC SUBCOMMITTEE HELD IN THE RATHKEALE HOUSE, RATHKEALE, CO. 
LIMERICK ON TUESDAY, 16TH NOVEMBER, 2021 AT 9:30 A.M. 
 
PRESENT IN THE CHAIR:  Councillor K. Sheahan, An Cathaoirleach. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  
 
Councillors Collins, Keary, O’Brien, O’Donoghue and Teskey. 
 
OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
Director, Regional Services (Ms. C. Curley), Meetings Administrator (Ms. K. Butler), Clerical 
Officer (Ms. L. Lenihan). 
 
Superintendent (Ms. A. Magner), Sergeant (Mr. C O’Neill), Sergeant (Mr. B. Manton), 
Detective Sergeant (Mr. M. Reidy), Newcastle West Area Administrator (Mr. N. Barry, 
District Clerk (Ms. Y. O’Keeffe). 
 
Councillor Teskey proposed Members have a five minute in-committee Meeting prior to 
the JPC.  This was seconded by Councillor Keary and agreed. 
 
On resumption of the Meeting, the Cathaoirleach welcomed members of An Garda 
Síochána to the Meeting.   
 
1. Policing Issues 
 
Superintendent Magner commenced by introducing members of An Garda Síochána 
present and advised Inspector Andrew Lacey has now left the District as he was recently 
promoted to Superintendent in Nenagh.  Members congratulated Superintendent Lacey 
and wished him well in his new role. 
 
The Superintendent proceeded to give Members an update on crime rates in the District 
and advised due to the Covid 19 pandemic property crime is down 24% in Rathkeale, 22% 
in Askeaton, 51% in Croom and has increased by 8% in Adare.  She stated as burglaries 
tend to increase during the winter months a Winter Burglary Strategy had been put in 
place since October, 2021  and encouraged members of the public to be more vigilant, 
report suspicious activity and to lock up their possessions.  She further stated that criminal 
assaults are down throughout the District with an increase in minor assaults in the Croom 
area.  In addition, she advised the Gardaí are unable to follow through on these crimes 
unless a statement is made. 
 



Detective Sergeant Reidy advised there are a number of operations in place at the 
moment to target criminal drug activity in the District and further advised there has been 
a huge effort made in combatting drug crimes with the assistance of the Bruff Drugs Unit 
and the Regional Support Officers from the Dublin unit.    Discussion ensued and Members 
referred to the availability of drugs within the community and stated parents should take 
responsibility to educate their children.  Superintendent Magner advised education is key 
in relation to drug use and they are rolling out drug information talks in schools at the 
moment. 
 
The Superintendent referred to two fatal road traffic collisions which occurred in the 
District resulted in the death of three people.  All present extended their condolences to 
all families involved in these accidents.  Superintendent Magner appealed to all road users 
to take care on the roads. 
 
Superintendent Magner informed Members the Gardaí in the Newcastle West District 
were involved in a recent fundraising event which took place on the Greenway in 
September to raise €10,000 for the Little Blue Heroes Foundation.  The charity is run by 
volunteers including member of An Garda Síochána and aims to help families who have 
seriously and critically ill children.   
 
The Superintendent advised they are rolling out a Garda clinic in Askeaton as a pilot 
project, with the help of West Limerick Resources and other stakeholders.  They intend to 
hold this clinic one day a week in the local community centre and would hope to roll it out 
to other areas in the District also. 
 
Superintendent Magner concluded by saying the Christmas Operations for Rathkeale 
would be in place from 22nd November, 2021 to the 9th January, 2022 and this can be 
extended to February, 2022 if needed.  There will be extra resources on the streets during 
the day as well as the evening time, which she stated will not be taking from existing Garda 
resources.  She thanked community stakeholders for their engagement in the District 
during the Christmas period. 
 
Members thanked the Superintendent and Members of An Garda Síochána for their 
attendance and contribution to the Meeting. 
 
This concluded the Meeting. 
 
 
Signed: _________________________ 
   Cathaoirleach 
 
Dated:  _________________________ 


