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Functions of the Regional Assemblies
Strategic Planning 
• Make regional policy – Co-ordinate, promote and support strategic planning 

and sustainable development of the regions - Regional Spatial and Economic 

Strategies (RSESs).

• Provide oversight – Make statutory observations on local authority 

development plans/variations and LECPs.

EU Affairs
• Manage regional funds– Regional Operational Programmes, EU Just 

Transition Fund and Monitoring Committees.

• Provide supports – National contact points for EU funding programmes, 

Committee of the Regions (CoR) and Irish Regions European Office (IREO).

Effectiveness in Local Government
• Promote co-ordination– between EU/ National/ Regional and local 

governance in conjunction with the National Oversight & Audit Commission 

(NOAC).

• Develop knowledge – Support research and development of a robust 

evidence base for implementation and monitoring. 



Strategic Planning (RSESs) 

Each Regional Assembly has made a 12-year Regional 
Spatial and Economic Strategy.

The purpose of the RSESs is to translate Project Ireland 
2040 to a regional level and provide long-term strategic 
planning and economic frameworks for the development 
of each region.

Each RSES has identified the need to conserve and 
enhance the biodiversity of habitats and native species 
including landscape and heritage protection; identify, 
protect and enhance ecosystem services; ensure the 
sustainable management of natural resources, and; build 
climate resilience, to support the transition to a low 
carbon economy by 2050.



Example: Regional Policy Objectives (RPOs) for Protected Areas

RPOs of RSESs that give regional expression to NPO 59 of the NPF: Enhance the conservation status and 
improve the management of protected areas and protected species.

…with specific RPOs related to protected/designated areas.



RSES implementation through project 
participation 

• Example from 
NWRA

The LIFE Programme is the 
EU’s funding instrument 
for the environment and 
climate action.

• NWRA is one of 9 partners on the WAN Life  
Integrated Project (IP) 2021-2029 – Total 
budget €20.6m - 35 project sites.

• Aimed at management of Natura 2000 
network , and in particular to improve the 
conservation status in the Special Areas of 
Conservation (SAC) Network of blanket bog, a 
priority habitat under the Habitats Directive.

• The project works with farmers and local 
communities to conserve and improve the 
quality of blanket bogs and associated 
habitats, and the ecosystem services they 
provide including clean water, carbon storage 
and biodiversity.

• Securing best practice learnings that are 
shared and inform future actions.



EU Affairs - example 

URBACT is a European exchange and learning programme which aims to build the capacity of urban 
areas to design and implement Sustainable Urban Development strategies.

Local authorities are the main beneficiary, all urban areas in Ireland are eligible.

Two main types of networks
o Action Planning networks: Co-create solutions 

o Transfer networks: transfers a good practice 

Programme covers: EU 27, Norway, Switzerland &

IPA countries

Co-financed by ERDF budget of approximately

€110M (€80M ERDF)

First Call URBACT IV (2021-2027) January 2023 – Open for 3 months



Example projects from 2014-2020  

Enriching the Urban Jungle with Bees

Bees are the best indicator of healthy environment! 
BeePathNet- Expanded project will widen the 
network of “bee-friendly cities” based on 
BeePathNet project transfer success. It will address 
urban environmental, biodiversity and food self-
sufficiency challenges linked to urban beekeeping 
through integrated and participative approaches, 
build key stakeholders’ capacities to influence 
relevant policies, develop and implement efficient 
solutions.

Linking green infrastructure design and 
management to urban health policies and 
practices

The project focuses on physical and mental health 
benefits of urban greenspaces, as well as their role in 
improving social health and air quality and reducing 
heat stress in cities. Actions targeted by the network 
are linked to both physical changes to the urban 
environment and the promotion of social activities 
such as community, cultural, education and physical 
activity programs in green areas.

Urban agriculture for resilient 
cities

RU:RBAN's Good Practice is the Management 
model of Urban gardens in Rome to be 
transferred to newcomer cities that are 
geographically, historically and socio-
culturally distant from each other.



Effectiveness in Local Government

• Promoting co-ordination– between EU/ 
National/ Regional and local governance

• Developing and sharing knowledge –
Research and evidence base for 
implementation and monitoring.



Effectiveness in Local Government
• Example from EMRA

Promoting improved governance for 
regional ecosystem services



Effectiveness in Local Government
• Example from SRA

Improving policies that 
promote Green and 
Blue Infrastructure 
(GBI) as an integral part 
of a local or regional 
natural heritage 
preservation strategy.

This Framework provides a 
resource for Local 
Authorities, decision 
makers and developers 
working in the Region to 
guide the implementation 
of BGI and NbS. 

Intended to facilitate the 
implementation of a 
network of nature-based 
interventions to solve local 
challenges in settlements 
and the landscapes that 
they link to.
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