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The role of invasive species in the Biodiversity Crisis

5 key drivers of biodiversity loss:

- changing use of sea and land

- direct exploitation of organisms

- climate change

- pollution

IUCN Red List assessment 

• 16.2 % of species threatened by 
Invasive species alone 

• 40% driven by IAS and other threats. 

• Agents of ecological change



The role of invasive species 
in the Biodiversity Crisis

Invasive species in out local environment

- Japanese knotweed

- Himalayan balsam 

- Giant hogweed

- Winter heliotrope

- Giant rhubarb

- Rhododendron

- Grey squirrel

- Zebra mussel

- Curly waterweed



Rationale for the development of ‘Actions on Invasives’
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EU  Invasive Alien 
Species Regulation

A large proportion of list of species of 
Union Concern are not established in 
Ireland/Europe
- The focus for these species in on 

prevention
- Conducting pathway analysis and co-

ordinating the development of 
Pathway Action Plans

- The development of early 
detection/rapid response systems



Reporting requirements: City & County Councils

Some Species of Union Concern 
are recorded and widespread in 
Ireland
- Report on all established 

populations 
- Implement management 

measures to contain and 
control species to mitigate 
their impacts and prevent their 
further spread

- Monitor the effectiveness of 
control and containment 
measures







Cost





















- Provides an immediate positive visual output
- Establishes a network of people, groups and 

organisations working on invasive species 
- Recognition for the contribution of groups to 

work on invasive species
- Opportunities for collaboration
- A very powerful communications tool to show 

responsible action in being taken
- Offers a hierarchy of action and a range of 

different ways that people, groups and 
organisations can choose to engage

- Accessible information 
- Mechanisms for reporting on invasive alien 

species of Union concern

- Source of information and data for competent authority
- Provides opportunities for engagement 
- Collates all invasive species information in one central 

place 
- Reporting back to EU on work carried out: 

requirements for reporting on all IAS of union concern
- Know who is carrying out work on invasives, the species 

and areas their targeting
- Identify gaps in the work being done and provide 

support and guidance to fill those gaps
- Understand the type of work and capacity of different 

sectors
- Strategically co-ordinate action on invasive species at a 

national level

Power behind the portal



Thanks for listening! 
Any questions?

Martina O’Brien
mobrien@biodiversityireland.ie



Posters







Outdoor Signs



Pocket guide





Border posters

Adverts



Thank you signs



Templates


