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SwiftUrban Birds
Gulls



Declining Populations
Bust and Boom – Herring Gull 90% declines in 30 years in Ireland!



SwiftUrban Birds
Birds of Prey



Declining Populations
Studies show a -11.2 % population decline (CBS 1998 - 2016)

Countryside Bird Survey 1998 - 2016
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Urban Birds
Birds of Prey - Rodenticides
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Urban Birds
Birds of Prey - Rodenticides



• PM’s & toxicology analysis of 69 Barn 

Owl carcasses collected between 2006 –

2011

• 88.4% of Barn Owls (n = 69) had 

detectable levels of SGARs 

(Second-Generation Anticoagulant 

Rodenticides)

• Multiple compounds were detected 

in 71% of birds

• Two most prevalent compounds 

were Brodifacoum - 74% of birds &

Floucoumafen - 58% of birds

• > 3 times greater concentration 

levels than Barn Owls in UK

Rodenticide exposure in Irish Barn Owls

Urban Birds
Birds of Prey - Rodenticides



Urban Birds
Birds of Prey - Rodenticides



Declining Populations
Studies show a -10.2 % population decline over 10 years (IWeBs)
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SwiftUrban Birds
Riverbirds



Declining Populations
Studies show a -29.6% population decline (CBS 1998 - 2016)

Countryside Bird Survey 1998 - 2016



SwiftUrban Birds

Swift

Riverbirds



SwiftUrban Birds
Riverbirds - Sand Martin Colonies

Swift



SwiftUrban Birds
Riverbirds – Kingfisher tunnels

Swift



SwiftUrban Birds
Riverbirds – Dipper and Grey Wagtail Boxes



SwiftUrban Birds
Cavity nesters



Declining Populations 
Studies show a -57.7% population decline (CBS 1998 - 2016)

Countryside Bird Survey 1998 - 2016



SwiftUrban Birds
Cavity nesters



Swift Boxes



Town & Village Renewal Scheme + colab
between LA, BWI, TT and LDG 

Stradbally Nest Box Project



Swift Bricks



Castlebar Leisure Centre Swift Conservation Ireland 

Portlaoise Library Laois CoCo



Swift Conservation Ireland Portlaoise Library



Baltinglass Primary Care Centre



International Projects 
Maiden Tower in Baku, Azerbaijan 



Available Resources
Information is out there!
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Also!!
Tune in to… https://inyournature.buzzsprout.com/

https://inyournature.buzzsprout.com/


Finally

Special thanks to…

- Sinead McDonnell and Sharon Lynch -

Limerick City & County Council.

- Úna FitzPatrick & Liam Lysaght –

National Biodiversity Data Centre.



www.birdwatchireland.ie

https://www.facebook.com/BirdWatchIreland/

@BirdWatchIE

https://inyournature.buzzsprout.com/

Any Questions?

Email

rwhelan@birdwatchireland.ie

http://www.birdwatchireland.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/BirdWatchIreland/
mailto:swifts@birdwatchireland.ie

