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Conserving birds in urban environments
No substitute for
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Urban Birds — Why do we care?

Declining Populations

Birds of Conservation Concern in Ireland 2020-2026

Amber-list species (medium conservation concern)

Breeding
Goosander
Garganey

Spotted Crake
European Storm-petrel
Fulmar

Manx Shearwater
Gannet

Shag

Little Ringed Plover
Common Sandpiper
Mediterranean Gull
Little Tern

Roseate Tern
Common Tern
Arctic Tern
Sandwich Tern
Great Skua

Black Guillemot
Comman Guillemot
Short eared Owi
|Vlﬂ|q|| . uuncl

Hen Harrier
Gnehawile
Kingfisher

Merlin

Chough

Skylark

Bearded Reedling
House Martn
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Swallow

Sand Martln

V\tn srrww v waiDICT
Starling

Spuueu riycatcher
Northern Wheatear
Goldcrest

nouse Sparrow

= Syu vV
Greenfinch

Linnet

Pied Flycatcher
Western Yellow Wagtail

Passage

Cory's Shearwater
Ruff

Spotted Redshank
Wood Sandpiper
Little Gull

Black Tern
Wryneck

Tree Pipit

Winterina
Brent Goose
Barnacle Goose
Greylag Goose

Greater White-fronted Goose

Wintering continued
Smew

Pintail

Black-throated Diver
Great Northern Diver
Bittern

Turnstone

Brambling

Breeding and Wintering

Mute Swan —
Whooper Swan :
Red-breasted Merganser e 3
Shelduck 'V‘ ﬁ -
Tufted Duck

Gadwall ‘

Wigeon

Mallard

Teal

Great Crested Grebe
Coot

Red-throated Diver
Cormorant

Ringed Plover
Black-headed Gull

o il

Lesser Black-backed Gull
European Herring Gull

For more information, please see Gilbert G, Stanbury A and Lewis L (2021), “Birds of Conservation
Concern in Ireland 2020 -2026". Irish Birds 9: 523—544

The categorisation of species as breeding, wintering etc. refers to the populations against which BoCCl

criteria were applied




Urban Birds — Why do we care?

Declining Populations

Birds of Conservation Concern in Ireland 2020-2026

Breeding

Quail

Grey Partridge

Red Grouse
Black-necked Grebe
Stock Dove

NIgNYar

Swift

Corncrake

Leach’s Storm-petrel
Woodcock
Red-necked Phalarope
Kittiwake

Puffin
eI

Barn OwW
Golaen Eagle
White-tailed Eagle
Red Kite

Kestrel

Wood Warbler

Breeding continued
Ring Ouzel

Common Redstart
Whinchat

e e :‘il
Grey Wagtail
Iwne

Yellowhammer

Passage

Turtle Dove
Balearic Shearwater
Curlew Sandpiper

Wintering
Bewick's Swan
Long-tailed Duck
Velvet Scoter
Goldeneye
Scaup
Slavonian Grebe

Red-list species (high conservation concern)

Wintering continued
Grey Plover

Bar-tailed Godwit
Black-tailed Godwit
Knot

Purple Sandpiper
Snowy Owl

Redwing

Breeding and Wintering
Eider

Common Scoter
Pochard
Shoveler
Oystercatcher
Golden Plover
Lapwing
Curlew

Dynlin

Snipe

Redshank

>

For more information, please see Gilbert G, Stanbury A and Lewis L (2021), “Birds of Conservation
Concern in Ireland 2020 -2026". Irish Birds 9: 523544

The categorisation of species as breeding, wintering etc. refers to the populations against which BoCCl
criteria were applied
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Urban Birds

Gulls
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Declining Populations
Bust and Boom — Herring Gull 90% declines in 30 years in Ireland!
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Declining Populations

Studies show a -11.2 % population decline (CBS 1998 - 2016)

Countryside Bird Survey 1998 - 2016
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Figure 4 Distribution map and graphed population 18-year trend for Sparrowhawk. The breeding
distribution map is based on the Bird Atlas (2007-2011) (Balmer ef al., 2013). The population
trend uses data from CBS 1998-2016 (Photo: Brian Burke).



Urban Birds

Birds of Prey - Rodenticides
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Urban Birds

Comhairle Contae
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Birds of Prey - Rodenticides

Rodenticide exposure in Irish Barn Owls

* PM’s & toxicology analysis of 69 Barn
Owl carcasses collected between 2006
2011

Sparrowhawk

* 88.4% of Barn Owls (n = 69) had i ey
detectable levels of SGARs | a
(Second-Generation Anticoagulant
Rodenticides)

» Multiple compounds were detected
in 71% of birds

Hedgehog

» Two most prevalent compounds

were Brodifacoum - 74% of birds & "t»;fﬂ{”" s pank ol >
Floucoumafen - 58% of birds ms: i fescd o

« > 3 times greater concentration ' \ oS
IeveIS than Barn OWIS |n UK Bait station Rodenticide bait
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Declining Populations

Studies show a -10.2 % population decline over 10 years (IWeBs)
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Figure 13 Distribution map and graphed population trend for Light-bellied Brent G| & year: -15 5
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Urban Birds

Brent Geese




Urban Birds

Brent Geese
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Urban Birds

Brent Geese







Declining Populations

Studies show a -29.6% population decline (CBS 1998 - 2016)

Countryside Bird Survey 1998 - 2016
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Figure 21 Distribution map and graphed population 18-year trend for Sand Martin. The breeding
distribution map is based on the Bird Atlas (2007-2011) (Balmer et al., 2013). The population

trend uses data from CBS 1998-2016 (Photo: Dick Coombes).



Urban Birds

Riverbirds
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Urban Birds

Riverbirds - Sand Martin Colonies
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Riverbirds — Kingfisher tunnels
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Urban Birds

Riverbirds — Dipper and Grey Wagtail Boxes




Urban Birds

Cavity nesters




Declining Populations

Studies show a -57.7% population decline (CBS 1998 - 2016)

Countryside Bird Survey 1998 - 2016
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Figure 10 Distribution map and graphed population 18-year trend for Swift. The breeding distribution
map is based on the Bird Atlas (2007-2011) (Balmer et al., 2013). The population trend uses
data from CBS 1998-2016 (Photo: Dick Coombes).
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Cavity nesters




Swift Boxes




Stradbally Nest Box Project

Town & Village Renewal Scheme + colab
between LA, BWI, TT and LDG
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Swift Conservation Ireland

brary

Laois CoCo

Portlaoise L




Portlaoise Libra ry Swift Conservation Ireland




Baltinglass Primary Care Centre




International Projects

Maiden Tower in Baku, Azerbaijan




Available Resources

Information is out there! A
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Saving Swifts

Wildlife "
in Buildings
Linking our built

and natural heritage




Available Resources

Information is out there! %\\\ _4/4
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Also!!

Tune in to.. https://inyournature.buzzsprout.com/
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Any Questions?

Email

rwhelan@birdwatchireland.ie

www.birdwatchireland.ie

lﬂ
)
n https://www.facebook.com/BirdWatchlreland/
®

@BirdWatchlE

https://inyournature.buzzsprout.com/

Twitter: @Rickywhelan Instagram: @Naturericky Email: rwhelan@birdwatchireland.ie
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