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Outline of my presentation

• Short introduction to the city of Utrecht

• Why an exponential leap in greening our city?

• Green in the Urban Development Strategy 2040

• Biodiversity



Introduction to the city of Utrecht



Healthy urban living for all



Utrecht barcode 

Add 40.000 residents => Add 440 hectare of green



Two carriers of a ten-minute-city

mobility green



RSU 2040



Why an exponential leap in greening our city?



The traditional way



Residents panel – marks a green future



From ‘green ornament’ to ‘fundamental to our city’



Green in Utrechts’ Urban Development Strategy 2040



Greening our city at different levels



Norm Aim Conditions

75 m2 of green for
every household

Sufficient green infrastructure for
recreation and biodiversity

Green maintained by the city

40% green in every
neighourhood

To counter climate-effects like heat 
stress, stormwater runoff, and for
water retention

Green as much as possible at surface level (as an
exception canopy cover can be added to the
calculation)

Maximum distance to
green with a function
to play, sport, relax or 
other uses

Proximity to green, accesible for all

Real distance to park entrances (not as the crow
flies)

The distance depends of the level of functionality
(neighbourhoodplayground versus recreational-
and nature area for the weekend)

Quantitative indicators



Biodiversity



Biodiversity

• Big 30 – species we want to monitor

• Building with nature

• Quantifying needs of species (biodiversity norms)

• Other ways to stimulate biodiversity



Biodiversity – BIG 30

• Indicator for 30 typical
species for the city of 
Utrecht

• Trends in population

• Realised actions by the
city

Source: Duurzaamheidsverslag | Gemeente Utrecht

https://www.utrecht.nl/bestuur-en-organisatie/publicaties/onderzoek-en-cijfers/onderzoek-over-utrecht/duurzaamheidsverslag/


Biodiversity – Building with nature

• Adding nest boxes, bat boxes and
green to buildings

• Obligatory for all new housing
developments



Biodiversity – Quantifying species needs

Example of the house sparrow:

• Minimum of 30 nesting boxes per 
hectare

• Minimum of 100 m2 vertical green per 
hectare

• Minimum of 500m2 per hectare with
feedingspots within 50 meters of the
nesting site

• 5m2 per hectare with dry sandy spots 
within 50 meters of the nesting site

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/gideonvreeman_utrechtse-bouwstenen-voor-nib-activity-6974010817503494144-CaEi/
Smooth Newt, hedgehog, wild bee, bitterling

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/gideonvreeman_utrechtse-bouwstenen-voor-nib-activity-6974010817503494144-CaEi/


Biodiversity – Multifunctional green

The edible housing area Rijnvliet with the treetop-walkway

https://www.utrecht.nl/nieuws/nieuwsbericht-gemeente-utrecht/kinderen-op-expeditie-in-voedselbos-rijnvliet/

Green roofed bus shelters

https://www.utrecht.nl/city-of-utrecht/green-roofed-bus-shelters-in-utrecht



Biodiversity – Greening the existing city

Roerplein Pocket Park seen from above

https://www.naturvation.eu/blog/20200921/paved-square-public-park-case-

study-utrecht.html

Tiny Forest ‘Bosch van Wijk’

https://www.utrecht.nl/wonen-en-leven/parken-en-groen/parken-en-plantsoenen/nieuwe-

parken-en-plantsoenen/tiny-forests-in-utrecht/



Biodiversity – Inner city green

Now building: Wonderwoods

https://wonderwoods.com

Moreelsebrug

https://nl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moreelsebrug

https://wonderwoods.com/


Biodiversity – Wild bees

Bee burrow

https://www.utrecht.nl/wonen-en-leven/parken-en-groen/dieren/wilde-dieren-helpen/bijen/#c423334

https://www.utrechtnatuurlijk.nl/wildebij/



Biodiversity – Raising awareness

Connecting canals with a fish doorbell

https://visdeurbel.nl/about-the-fishdoorbell/

Social media 

https://www.instagram.com/stadsecoloog.utrecht/

https://twitter.com/Stadsecoloog030

https://www.instagram.com/stadsecoloog.utrecht/
https://twitter.com/Stadsecoloog030


Thank you for your time!

Questions?



https://youtu.be/Fuf9VWmbB-I

