
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AT MEETING OF THE  

MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT  OF  NEWCASTLE  WEST  HELD  IN  

ÁRAS  WILLIAM  SMITH  OBRIEN,  NEWCASTLE  WEST,   

CO.  LIMERICK, ON WEDNESDAY, 13th July, 2022, AT 10AM. 
 

PRESENT  IN  THE  CHAIR:    Councillor F. Foley. 
 

MEMBERS  PRESENT:  

 

Councillors Collins, Galvin, Ruddle, Scanlan and Sheahan. 
 

OFFICIALS  IN  ATTENDANCE:  

 

Director, Community, Tourism and Culture (Mr. G. Daly), Meetings Administrator (Mr. M. 
Curran), Senior Executive Engineer, Newcastle West Municipal District (Mr. J. Sheehan), 
Executive Engineer, Housing (Mr. D. Toomey), LA Housing Construction and Maintenance (Mr. 
C. Culloo), Director of Service, Housing Directorate (Ms. C. Curley), Administrative Officer, 
Housing Strategy (Ms. H. Creed), Senior Executive Engineer, Planning, Place-Making and 
Public Realm (Mr. K O’Gorman), Clerical Officer, Newcastle West (Ms. G. McErlane). 
 

APOLOGIES:  

 
Senior Executive Officer, Strategy and Non LA Housing Construction (Ms. S. Newell). 
Executive Engineer, Transportation and Mobility (Mr. P. Vallely). 
Clerical Officer, Transportation and Mobility (Ms. A. Lenihan). 
 
At the outset of the Meeting, the Cathaoirleach welcomed everyone in attendance to the July 
Meeting of the District.   
 
Councillor Collins thanked all the Councillors of the District and all the staff for their Votes of 
Sympathy on the passing of his mother. He further thanked everyone for their attendance at 
the funeral and the messages of support. 
 

1. Adoption of Minutes 

 

(a) Circulated, copy of draft Minutes of Meeting of Municipal District of Newcastle  
West, held on 15th June 2022. 
 

Proposed by: Councillor Sheehan 
Seconded by:  Councillor Ruddle 
And Resolved: 

 

“That, the draft Minutes, as circulated, be taken as read and adopted and signed”. 
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(b)  Circulated, copy of draft Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Municipal District 
of Newcastle West, held on 15th June 2022. 

 
Proposed by: Councillor Sheehan 
Seconded by:  Councillor Ruddle 
And Resolved: 

 

“That, the draft Minutes, as circulated, be taken as read and adopted and signed”. 
 

2.  Planning, Environment and Place-Making Directorate 

 

To receive Update on the Abbeyfeale Traffic Management Plan 

 

The Cathaoirleach welcomed the Senior Executive Engineer, Planning, Environment and 
Place-Making to the Meeting. 
 
The Senior Executive Engineer, Planning, Place-Making and Public Realm gave an update to 
the Members on the applications for funding for the project.  He referred to €3M which had 
been secured from Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) but that there is still a €4M shortfall 
in funding. The Senior Executive Engineer stated that he has spoken to the National Transport 
Authority (NTA) with regard to obtaining funding for the project and that the Chief Executive 
has also asked that Limerick City and County Council exhaust all avenues before considering 
using own resources. 
 
Following discussion, the Members expressed confidence in the delivery of the Plan but 
however referred to the shortfall in funding at present for the Plan. 
 

3. Housing Directorate 

 

To receive Update from the Housing Directorate for the Newcastle 

West Municipal District. 

 

Circulated, report of Senior Executive Officer, Strategy and Non LA Housing Construction          
dated 24th June, 2022. 
 
The Director of Service, Housing Directorate referred to the report circulated in advance of 
the Meeting and outlined the target of 198 properties between 2022 and 2026 for the District. 
She outlined that the focus is currently on building houses rather than acquiring them and 
referred to the pressure on the housing list due to current housing needs and the Ukrainian 
crisis.  She stated that all options are being considered at present. 
 
The Members referred to the report and to a number of matters including the delivery date 
on a number of the units mentioned on the circulated report. 
 
The Members also sought an update on the unfinished housing estate at Cois na Féile, 
Abbeyfeale. In replying, the Administrative Officer, Housing Strategy outlined that they are 
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due to meet the AHB next week to agree a schedule and that a new planning application is 
required as a number of the units will need to be demolished.  The Members expressed 
disappointment that a house needs to be demolished during the current housing crisis and 
also referred to a number of matters including footpath connectivity and anti-social behaviour 
taking place on the adjoining land. It was agreed that the Housing Department would engage 
further with the landowner on this matter. 
 
Reference was also made to the recently installed door on the vacant property at New 
Street, Abbeyfeale and if this door could be changed which would improve the aesthetic of 
the streetscape. 
 
A discussion followed on the proposed housing development at Woodfield Manor, Newcastle 
West and to the provision of social housing or affordable housing at this estate.   The Director 
advised that the Incremental Purchase Scheme was aimed at applicants who are approved 
for social housing. 
 
It was noted that the first 19 units at the Woodfield Manor estate are to be allocated under 
the Incremental Purchase Scheme.  However the Director advised that while there were 28 
applicants it looked as though only 7 of these will meet the eligibility criteria. A question was 
raised if the remaining 12 units can be utilised for Affordable Housing and in replying the 
Director stated that she would need to seek confirmation from the Department of Housing, 
Local Government and Heritage as the Affordable Housing Scheme was not in existence when 
the Council proceeded with the scheme and these houses had already been accounted for 
under social housing targets. 
 
The Members referred to a number of matters including assurances given at previous 
meetings in relation to Woodfield Manor estate, the benefits of the Mortgage to Rent Scheme  
for people who are in financial difficulty where they could remain in their own homes and the 
installation of traffic lights at Woodfield Manor estate in the interest of safety.  Reference was 
also made to the number of houses being refurbished in the District at present. 
 
Following discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Scanlan, seconded by Councillor Ruddle  
that the following Notice of Motion be referred to the Corporate Services Section for inclusion 
on the Agenda of the next Full Council Meeting as this matter relates to a change in National 
Policy “I will move at the next Meeting that if the 19 units at Woodfield Manor estate are not 
filled through the Incremental Purchase Scheme that Limerick City and County Council call on 
the Minister for Housing, Local Government & Heritage to increase the income eligibility 
bands for Social Housing”. 
 

4. General Municipal Allocation (GMA) 

 

On the proposal of Councillor Sheehan, seconded by Councillor Foley, it was agreed to allocate  
€1,000 to Glin Community Association.    
                    
On the proposal of Councillor Collins, seconded by Councillor Foley, it was agreed to allocate 
€500 to Old Mill Development Association for a defibrillator. 
                  



4 

 

On the proposal of Councillor Ruddle, seconded by Councillor Scanlan, it was agreed to 
allocate €1,000 to Newcastle West Cricket Club. 
 

QUESTIONS 

 

5. Question submitted by Councillor L. Galvin 

 

I will ask at the next Meeting for an update on the seating from Abbeyfeale to Devon Road 
on the Greenway. 
 

REPLY: 

 

There is currently a contractor on site on the 40km Limerick Greenway constructing concrete 
bases for benches, picnic tables and bicycle stands. When the bases are complete the 
contractor will also fit the furniture outlined and the anticipated completion date is mid July 
2022. 
 

6.  Question submitted by Councillor L. Galvin 

 
 I will ask at the next Meeting for the loading bay to be repaired and relined at Lanes stores, 
New Street, Abbeyfeale. 
 

REPLY:   These works are now complete. 

 

7.  Question submitted by Councillor L. Galvin 

 

I will ask at the next Meeting for an update on the Hill Road from Dennison’s Junction up 

towards the Four cross road. 

REPLY:   Works are due to commence this year under the drainage programme. 

Procurement will need to be in place for materials. 
 

8.  Question submitted by Councillor T. Ruddle 

 

I will ask at the next Meeting if the Council can put in place safety measures to help traffic 

from Woodfield merge onto the R522. This is very dangerous at present. 

REPLY:   The landowner has cut the hedge merging onto the R522. As a condition of the 

new housing estate in Woodfield, traffic lights will be put in place before the 
end of the year. 

 

9.  Question submitted by Councillor T. Ruddle 

 

I will ask at the next Meeting if the Council will install flashing speed signs on the approach 

to Broadford village from Ashford side and the Dromcollogher side. Traffic approaches the 

village very quickly and this would help slow the traffic down. 
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REPLY:   Works will be considered for later in the year subject to finance. 

 

10.  Question submitted by Councillor J. Scanlon 

 

I will ask at the next Meeting what plans are in place to utilise Fuller’s Folly and when is it 

expected to be brought into use. 

REPLY:   An options/feasibility study for the re-use of Fuller’s Folly was completed in 

2020. An architect led design team is now required to be put in place to bring 
the project to Part 8 Planning Stage.  

 
Limerick City and County Council have advertised for these services on  
e-tenders on 30th of June. 
 
Once a design team is selected and appointed a further update will issue to the 
Elected Members in the Municipal District of Newcastle West. 

 
Councillor Scanlan referred to the recent passing of Mr. Tom Dooley who was a custodian of 
the Fuller’s Folly building. The Director stated that the timeframe for a design team to be 
appointed for Fuller’s Folly is October or November, 2022.  He also stated that this project 
was conceived pre-covid and before Discover Limerick DAC was established so all options are 
being considered at present. 
 

11.  Question submitted by Councillor J. Scanlon 
 

I will ask at the next Meeting that vegetation at numerous local road junctions around 

Ashford, Broadford and Raheenagh be cut back in the interest of safety. 

REPLY:   We have commenced the programme of junction safety hedge cutting on 

regional roads and hope to have the above areas cut in the coming weeks. 

 

12.  Question submitted by Councillor J. Scanlon 

 

I will ask at the next Meeting that a low cost safety measure be procured for the Cloncon 

Junction with the R515. 

REPLY:   This can be considered for the 2023 Low Cost Safety Scheme. 

 

13.  Question submitted by Councillor F. Foley 

 

I will ask at the next Meeting that a programme be put in place for the repair and provision 

of new footpaths in Mountcollins. 

REPLY:   The NTA have just allocated €170,000 for the repair and upgrade of footpaths 

in Mountcollins and works will commence in the coming months. 
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    NOTICES  OF  MOTION 

 

14.   Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor L. Galvin 

 
I will move at the next Meeting that the bus stop sign be replaced in the village of 

Templeglantine at the Church side of the road. 

The Motion was seconded by Councillor Foley. 
 

REPLY:  Limerick City and County Council will make contact with Bus Éireann with a 

view to replacing the sign. 
 
In proposing the Motion, Councillor Galvin requested that the bus stop sign at this location 
be replaced. 
 
In replying, The Meetings Administrator noted that Bus Éireann has been contacted with  
regard to replacement of the sign and a reply is awaited.  
 

15.   Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor L. Galvin 

 
I will move at the next Meeting that in light of commitment from the TII Road Safety of €5M 

and €3M from TII Road pavement, €1M from this Council, that this Council commits to 

funding the remainder of the Abbeyfeale Traffic Management Plan while also asking the 

NTA to part fund the remainder of this project. 

The Motion was seconded by Councillor Foley. 
 

REPLY:    

 

Limerick City and County Council (LCCC) welcome the substantial funding commitment from 
Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) to this important project. LCCC have also committed 
funding from their own resources. LCCC will continue to explore funding options to ensure 
the project is fully funded. Work on the project is continuing in anticipation that the works 
will be fully funded. 
 
In proposing the Motion, Councillor Galvin requested that Limerick City and County Council 
commit to funding for the scheme and that the National Transport Authority be asked to part 
fund the scheme. 
 

16.   Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor J. Scanlan 
 

I will move at the next Meeting that immediate safety measures are taken to protect drivers 
exiting the Woodfield Estates to the R522. 
 
The Motion was seconded by Councillor Ruddle. 
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REPLY:  The landowner has cut the hedge merging onto R522.  

 
As a condition of the new housing estate in Woodfield, traffic lights will be put 
in place before the end of the year. 

 

In proposing the Motion, Councillor Scanlan referred to safety at the estate and requested 

that safety measures be undertaken at this location while also referencing the traffic sign on 

the Dromcollogher road. 

17.   Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor J. Scanlan 
 

I will move at the next Meeting that a survey of traffic activity be undertaken at Bishop’s 
Court, Newcastle West. 
 
The Motion was seconded by Councillor Collins. 
 

REPLY: A Survey will be carried out with a view to putting in place double yellow 

lines. 

In proposing the Motion, Councillor Scanlan referred to car parking which is taking place by 
users of the Greenway at Bishop’s Court, Newcastle West.  
 
The signage which is in place for the Greenway at Bishop’s Court, Newcastle West, was 
referred to and in replying, the Director stated that he is mindful of the impact the increased 
traffic is having on the residents of Bishop’s Court and that connectivity between the 
Greenway and the town is being considered at present.  The Senior Executive Engineer also 
stated that agreement has been reached to extend the double yellow lines in Bishop’s Court, 
Newcastle West.   
 
The Members welcomed the traffic activity survey which is being carried out and agreed that 
more signage is required for the Greenway.  
 
The following items were also raised. 
 
An update was requested with regard to the Council engaging with the Office of Public Works 
to secure the river banks to the rear of the town park in Abbeyfeale and to the funding which 
has been set aside for these works.  It was agreed that the Meetings Administrator would 
invite the relevant Senior Executive Engineer to the September Meeting of the District. 
 
The Feasibility Study for the development of an Arts Centre for Newcastle West was raised 
and a lengthy discussion followed on this matter.  The Members referred to a number of items 
including the funding allocated to the Study which was welcomed, Requirement of a 
Feasibility Study, Potential locations for the Arts Centre, the use of existing locations in the 
District. Councillor Ruddle asked if a Dog Park would be more beneficial to the people of the 
town.  A request was also made that consultation take place with the Working Group which 
has been established locally. 
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In replying, the Director acknowledged the need for an Arts Centre in Newcastle West and 
stated that further consultation will take place with the Elected Members on this matter.  He 
made reference to the Feasibility Study which was undertaken for the Athletics Hub and 
stated that the carrying out of a Feasibility Study for the Arts Centre would strengthen any 
future request for funding.  He also stated that the provision of a Dog Park could be looked at 
as a separate matter. It was noted that no decision has been made on a site for an Arts Centre 
and that the Feasibility Study would frame this decision. 
 
An update was sought on proposed works with regard to replacement of the water main in 
Dromcollogher/Broadford area which has not yet commenced.  In replying, the Senior 
Executive Engineer relayed that the scheme is currently on hold due to an application for 
emergency funding to Irish Water. 
 
The Senior Executive Engineer, Newcastle West Municipal District, circulated a report 
outlining that 5 No. Section 38 procedures were carried out in the District for four National 
Transport Authority (NTA) schemes as follows: 
 

(a) R521 Ardagh – Footpaths 
(b) L1315 Monagea Road, Boherbui, Newcastle West 
(c) St. Ita’s Road, Abbeyfeale 
(d) R523, R524 Athea – Footpaths 
(e) R523 Ardagh Village – Installation of Speed ramps 

 
He stated that the Section 38 Notices were advertised in the Weekly Observer and Limerick 
Leader and only one submission was received overall which was for the installation of speed 
ramps on the R.523 Ardagh Village.  The Senior Executive Engineer then asked for the 
Members support to proceed with the works outlined in Section 38 Notices.   
 
In response to the above, the Members thanked the Senior Executive Engineer for the report 
which was welcomed and in particular the Section 38 for speed ramps in Ardagh Village.  
 
Following discussion, approval was given by all the Members to proceed with the works 
outlined in the Section 38 proposals. 
 
The Senior Executive Engineer, Newcastle West Municipal District referred to the amount of 
own resources under GMA, which was carried forward from 2021 to 2022 - €63,491.33. 
 
He recommended that the following projects be carried out with this allocation: 

1. Depot Improvement Works - Top Yard, Newcastle West - €41,512.63 
2. Traffic calming works at Liosán Estate, Newcastle West -  €8,000.00 
3. Bridge repairs at Mountcollins and Bunoke – €13,978.70 

 
The Members supported the above application and welcomed the surplus that was carried 
forward.  
 
A request was made that the speed sensor on the Monegea road be moved closer to the 
speed limit sign.  
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An update was sought on the application made to Transport Infrastructure Ireland for traffic 
calming measures at Ward’s Cross on the N.21. In replying, the Senior Executive Engineer 
confirmed that an application had been made to Transport Infrastructure Ireland and he 
agreed to follow up on this matter. 
 
A request was made for a Meeting to be arranged with the Sergeant in Abbeyfeale following 
an assault in the town last week. The Meetings Administrator confirmed that the date for the 
next Joint Policing Committee Meeting was the 5th October, 2022.  Dissatisfaction was 
expressed that the Joint Policing Committee Meeting could not take place sooner.  
 
In replying, the Meetings Administrator stated it was agreed at the last JPC Meeting that the 
next Meeting would take place in September or October, 2022 and the 5th October, 2022 was 
the date requested by the Gardaí. The excellent work carried out by the Community Guard in 
Newcastle West was acknowledged. 
 
A request was also made for works to be carried out to the Castlemahon Group Water 
Scheme. 
 
Finally, the Cathaoirleach conveyed his best wishes to the Limerick Senior Hurling team on 
the upcoming All Ireland Hurling Final. 
 
It was agreed to hold the September Meeting of the District on Wednesday, 7th September, 
2022, at 10.00 a.m., at Áras William Smith OBrien.  
 
This concluded the Meeting. 
 
 
Signed:    ________________________________ 

         Cathaoirleach 
 

Dated:          ________________________________ 

 

 


