
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AT MONTHLY MEETING OF THE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT OF 
ADARE-RATHKEALE HELD IN ÁRAS SEÁN FINN, NEW LINE ROAD, RATHKEALE ON 
TUESDAY, 12TH JULY, 2022 AT 9.30 A.M. 
 
PRESENT IN THE CHAIR:  Councillor K. Sheahan, An Cathaoirleach. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Councillors Collins, Keary, O’Brien, O’Donoghue and Teskey. 
 
OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
Director, Housing (Ms. C. Curley), Senior Engineer, LA Housing Construction & 
Maintenance (Mr. C. Culloo), Meetings Administrator (Ms. K. Butler), Senior Executive 
Engineer, Service Operations West Division (Mr. G.O’Connor), Clerical Officer (Ms. L. 
Lenihan). 
 
At the outset of the Meeting Councillor Sheahan proposed a Vote of Sympathy be 
extended to Councillor Bridie Collins and family on the passing of her Father-In-Law.  
This was seconded by Councillor Teskey and agreed a minute’s silence be held as a mark 
of respect. 
 
On resumption of the Meeting Councillor Teskey requested clarity from the Director, 
Housing in relation to the District corresponding with State bodies and Government 
Ministers.  The Director agreed to discuss with the Chief Executive and revert in due 
course. 
 
Councillor Sheahan requested the Chairman of Shannon Properties be invited to meet 
with Adare-Rathkeale Municipal District Councillors, in committee, to discuss their 
proposed plans for lands owned by the group in Askeaton. 
 
 

1. Adoption of Minutes 
 
(a) Circulated, copy of draft Minutes of Meeting of the Municipal District of Adare-

Rathkeale held on 14th June, 2022. 
 

Proposed by Councillor Teskey; 
Seconded by Councillor O’Brien; 
And Resolved:  
 
“That the draft Minutes, as circulated, be taken as read, adopted and signed”. 
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(b) Circulated, copy of draft Minutes of Annual Meeting of the Municipal District of 
Adare-Rathkeale held on 28th June, 2022. 

 
Proposed by Councillor Teskey; 
Seconded by Councillor O’Brien; 
And Resolved: 
 
“That the draft Minutes, as circulated, be taken as read, adopted and signed”. 
 
 
2. Community, Tourism and Culture Directorate 
 

Ballywilliam Estate, Rathekale 
 

The Meetings Administrator advised the Director of Community, Tourism and Culture 
had agreed to convene a Workshop in September with Elected Members of the 
Municipal District of Adare-Rathkeale and provide an update then.  This was welcomed 
by Members.   
 
The Cathaoirleach welcomed Senior Engineer, LA Housing Construction & Maintenance 
to the Meeting who provided Members with an update on Housing Maintenance in the 
Adare-Rathkeale Municipal District.  Discussion ensued, Councillor Teskey queried a 
house vacant in Saint Mary’s Park, Rathkeale for four years and requested a timeline to 
bring it back into stock be provided.  The Senior Engineer, LA Housing Construction & 
Maintenance advised he would look into the matter and revert in due course.  
 
 
3. Roads, Traffic & Cleansing 

 
District Engineers Report 

 
Circulated, report of the Senior Executive Engineer, Service Operations West Division 
dated 12th July, 2022 outlining details of proposed works, projects and future projects 
planned for the District. 
 
Following discussion the following issues were raised by Members: 
 

 Councillor Sheahan raised the issue of 100 oak saplings that were donated and 
planted near the river in Askeaton which are now smothered in high grass and in 
need of attention.  He requested a member of staff from the Horticulture Section 
address the issue of Ash die back in the City and County. 
 

 Councillor Teskey proposed the District write to the McManus family to thank them 
for the success of the Pro-Am held in The Adare Manor in July.  Councillor Teskey 
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further proposed the District write to the Chief Superintendent of An Garda 
Síochána to complement their professionalism in managing the flow of traffic 
through Adare Village while the event was being held.  This was seconded by 
Councillor Sheahan and agreed. 

 

 Councillor O’Donoghue raised a safety issue for motorists coming onto Tullovin 
Bridge, Croom and requested the hedge be cut back to improve sightlines at this 
location.  The Senior Executive Engineer agreed to inspect same and revert. 

 

 Councillor Keary requested an update on Ballyengland Junction.  The Senior 
Executive Engineer advised he was waiting on Traffic Infrastructure Ireland approval 
and land acquisition and agreed to update Members at the September District 
Meeting. 

 

 Councillor Sheahan requested an update on the Draft Adare Public Realm Plan.  The 
Senior Executive Engineer advised the public consultation was extended by one 
month and submissions would need to be assessed before an amended plan could 
be provided.  The Director, Housing agreed to follow up and revert. 

 

 Councillor Keary requested an update on Robertstown Cemetery signage.  
 

 Councillor Keary queried why the proposed Part VIII for Coolanoran would have to 
go to Full Council for ratification.  The Senior Executive Engineer agreed to follow up 
on this matter and revert. 

 
 
4. General Municipal Allocation (GMA) 
 
On the proposal of Councillor Teskey, seconded by Councillor Sheahan, it was agreed to 
allocate the following: 
 

 €12,000 to The Irish Palatine Museum. 

 €1,000 to Ballyhahill Drama Group. 

 €1,000 to Askeaton Ballysteen Tennis Club. 
 
On the proposal of Councillor O’Donoghue, seconded by Councillor Sheahan it was agreed 
to allocate €3,000 to Banogue GAA Club. 
 
On the proposal of Councillor O’Brien, seconded by Councillor Teskey, it was agreed to 
allocate €1,000 to Askeaton Ballysteen Tennis Club. 
 
On the proposal of Councillor Sheahan, seconded by Councillor Keary, it was agreed to 
allocate €3,000 to Robertstown Church. 
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On the proposal of Councillor Keary, seconded by Councillor Sheahan, it was agreed to 
allocate €4,000 to Robertstown Church. 
 
Councillor Keary further proposed €3,000, which was previously allocated to Foynes 
Community Council in 2021 be amended to €2,000. This was seconded by Councillor 
Sheahan and agreed. 
 
 
 

QUESTION 

5. Question submitted by Councillor K. Sheahan 
 

I will ask at the next meeting for an update on the following properties: 

(a) Hartes Cottage, Askeaton, 
(b) Property Council purchased on Church Street, Askeaton (formerly licenced 

premises), 
(c) No. 1 William Street, Askeaton. 
 

Reply:  
 
(a) Harte’s Cottage, Askeaton:  
 
This property was acquired by Limerick City and County Council under the Derelict Sites 
Act 1990. It was vested on 17th August 2020.  
 
A feasibility study was completed to refurbish as a 1 bed dwelling, but waste water 
connection is currently not permissible in Askeaton as the waste system is at capacity. 
 
This is a Recorded Protected Structure. Expressions of interest were sought from the 
public as to a proposed use, but no candidate came forward with concrete proposals.  
Agreement has been reached with Mr Tom Cassidy, Conservation Advisor of LCCC, re 
works required to arrest the deterioration of the property by stabilisation and 
protection from weather.  
 
Tenders are being prepared, by the Property and Community Facilities Department, 
under the RLHD project, to provide structural stability, new timber roof structure and 
provide roof finish to arrest further deterioration, until such time as a use has been 
found for the property. 
 
Any interest or funded proposals for the future of this property would be most welcome. 
 



5 
 

(b) Property Council purchased on Church Street Askeaton (formerly licenced 
premises): 

 
The property was purchased under the Social Housing Investment Programme, vested in 
September 2021. 
 
The Askeaton site has been reviewed by the Department of Housing, Local Government 
& Heritage (DHLGH) and has been shortlisted under the national Town Centre 
Architectural Competition. At the end of June, LCCC have been asked to submit further 
information to the DHLGH to assist in making the final selection. We await a further 
update from the DHLGH. 
 
(c) No. 1 William Street, Askeaton: 
 
This property was acquired by Limerick City and County Council under the Derelict Sites 
Act 1990. It is being managed by the Property and Community Facilities Department under 
the RLHD project. 
 
A feasibility Study was completed to provide a refurbished dwelling. Structural and 
asbestos assessment completed. 
 
Contractors are currently on site, July 2022, to refurbish as 2 bedroom dwelling with a 
thermal upgrade to A3. 

 

NOTICE OF MOTION 

6. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor K. Sheahan 
 

I will move at the next Meeting that plans for the former premises of the Bank of Ireland 

in Askeaton and Rathkeale would be discussed in committee with the six local public 

representatives. 

The Motion was proposed by Councillor Sheahan, seconded by Councillor Teskey and 
agreed. 

 
7. Correspondence 
 
Correspondence, as circulated, was noted by Members. 

 
This concluded the Meeting. 
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Signed: _________________________ 
   Cathaoirleach 
 
 
Dated:  _________________________ 


