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Evolution of the Tidy Towns Competition

* Initially set up to as a tourism initiative to ‘clean UE' our towns &
:c/illages and to highlight our built heritage and architectural
eatures

* The main emphasis was on the prevention of litter and dumping
and ‘soft’ landscaping with flower displays, shrubberies and
trees.

* The scope of the competition expanded to incorporate
community recreational amenity facilities and community
development together with nature and biodiversity initiatives

* In recent years there has been a new focus on sustainability and
sustainable communities through the careful management of
resources such as energy, water and climate action

































Recent Developments

* Submissions are to be in digital format
* There may be a ‘cap’ on the size of the submission
* The Tidy Towns Handbook has been updated

* Tidy Towns projects that align with Sustainable
Development Goals are now considered in adjudications
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Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), with 169 targets. The 17 SDGs
ect economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development.



https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld

Your Submission

» Essential:
(1) A fully completed entry form; be concise & succint
(2) Map(s) showing location of projects;
(3) A three or five year action plan or a plan summary;

All of the above can be accompanied by relevant supporting
material of your choice I.e. photographs, letters, awards
etc., included as appendices



The Map

* A sketch map Is acceptable; it must show clearly projects to
be adjudicated upon as well as landmarks of your town;

* If an ordnance survey map Is used ensure it Is of an

appropriate scale (1:2500 Is suggested), use two maps if
necessary,

* Link your map to your entry form by numbering projects, a
colour code is helpful.



Your Plan

Your plan must be built on a good survey of your town, it does not
need to be prepared by a professional but should facilitate a
Community Assessment of Needs.

Your plan must feature objectives placed to a three or five year
timescale; these should be agreed upon by the community

Your plan should indicate strategies to be employed i.e.’'who is
responsible for what’ and availability and use of resources;

What has been achieved to date should be clearly indicated.



Community- Your Planning & Involvement
(SDG's 1-17)

Map Showing Work for the Current Yearr;
Relevance / Conciseness of Material Submitted,;
A Current Tidy Towns Plan or summary;

Evidence of Liaison with Community Groups, the Local
Authority & other Statutory Agencies (web site, newsletter &
other media).
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What your Adjudicator Considers

What is it that makes your area special / unique?
What features are characteristic of the area?

Are there any special considerations which affect

development pressures such as tourism or commuter
housing?

Existing facilities I.e. (play areas, shop, access etc,)

How do visitors to the area perceive it and what facilities are
available to enable visitors enjoy the area



Streetscape & Public Places
(SDG's 3,11,14,15,17)

Presentation of Buildings;

Protection of Architectural Heritage,
Conservation & Awareness;

Shopfronts & use of Irish Language in general,
Streetscape & Modern Architectural Design;
Derelict Buildings/Sites,;

Street Furniture,

Civic Amenities.



What The Adjudicator Considers

Public & Private Buildings Including Derelict Sites/Buildings
Building Materials & Colour

Shopfronts & Upper Storeys to buildings

Graveyards & Other Public Spaces

The Public Realm; Street Furniture, Monuments,

Art Work, Wirescape
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Green Spaces & Landscaping
(SDG’s 11,12,13,14,15,17)

Landscaping for a purpose (seasonal interest, visual amenity,
softening hard areas, edible landscaping and more);

A balance should be achieved between container plants &
permanent planting;

Emphasis on native trees & shrubs; (See Handbook)

Problems (wrong tree in the wrong place, planting at the base
of trees, painting of tree trunks and improper tree ties that
damage trees;)

Good maintenance, (verges, grass strips).
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vibrant planting colours Often used 10 grab attention

of WANGOW SHhopoers

Warm colours will excite and energize. Red,
vellow and orange will garner the most
attention from traffic passing by. Yellow is the
first colour the human eye reacts to and so is
most visible. Orange is known to stimulate
appetite so is well suited for a restaurant
quarter of a town.

Creaates 2 call 10 achon
swbacribe, Duy Or il
Can be seen 2

Agaressive

town centres
commercial areas
junctions
signage /J wayfinding
community butlldings

festivals
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What the Adjudicator Considers

he Landscape Plan (will include design & management)
"he planning, design and management of green spaces

Presentation of landscaping of all entrances to the
town/village/locality

Incorporation of native and pollinator friendly plants into
planting schemes where appropriate

The planting of the incorrect species of trees, such as the use
of nonnative trees where a native tree would be much more
appropriate e.g. at the edges of towns and villages where
they meet the countryside




Nature & Biodiversity In Your Locality
(SDG’'s 6,13,14,15,17)

Evidence of key Issues of education, conservation and
celebration;

Evidence of baseline information on local species & habitats
prior to project work; ( Identify local habitats)

Biodiversity Management Plans;
A ‘Buffer Zone’ for Natural Amenities;
Designated/Protected Areas identified.
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Abbeyleix Bog

Biodiversity highlights of Abbeyleix
(1) Ballydine Bridge (look for Dippers)
Amenity grassiand (2) The Grove (Large Beech & Ash trees featuring a Rookery)
Broad-leaved woodland (3) Heritage House (nesting Swifts)
Buildings, Houses and Gardens (4) Dove House Gardens (a feast for all the sensesl!)
Conifer plantation

(5) Sandy Lane (old limestone wall with many plants)

(6) Community Garden (rest a while and listen to the
Cultivated land garden songbirds)
Cutover bog

Grassland

(7) Church of the Most Holy Rosary (mature, old Lime trees)
Hedges and treelines

Railway track

(8) Main St (listen and look for Swifts & Housemartins in summenr)
(9) Wildlife Garden (summer flowers)

River

(10) St Michael and All Angels graveyard (spring wildflowers)
Roads

(11) T he Lords Walk (deciduocus woodland
- catch the sight & smell of wild garlic in spring)
Scrub

(12) Abbeyleix Bog track (watch for butterflies on sunNny days and
bats on suMmMmmMmer evenings)

(13) Abbeyleix Bog (loads of wildlifel)




Abbeyleix Bog’

Welcome to Abbeyleix Bog - a wonderful natural heritage treasure on the Map:

:::;st:p of tge beautiful Heritage Town of Abbeyleix. This bog was The map shows the wide diversity
ed over by Bord na Ména to the care of the local community in 2009, of habitats on site: raised bog;
and we invite you to take a walk and ‘njoy its natural wonders ey UL WHIch wars
Look out for these Information boards which 20 out the highlights of > Saterputsin thapast), scrib,bos

:\bbeylmx Bog. Enjoy your visit and more informztion can be obtained To Abbeyleix . woodland and conifer woodland.
rom our website: www.abbeyleixbog.ie and on Facebook ( A :bbevlelxhbogI:’s unlqluelv accessible
'ou are ecause the old Portlaoise-Kilkenny

www.facebook com/pages/abbeyleixbog/
here railway line bisected the bog and
= we are now left with a wide path

that cuts straight th h th. :
Manor Gt D i Siiver-washed Frit
on flower

M pI =P - .
: “ e Map Legend

-

[ coniter woodtana
Cutover bog, scrub & bog woodland
| | Old rallway embankment

| Other

| noised bog

Roads

Site boundary

Background & history o \ | S et &

Abbeyleix Bog is a ‘Raised Bog’ typical of lowland areas of o | ©  information-boards

the midlands of Ireland. The bog has developed over 001 02 03 04 _05Km 1

thousands of years since Ireland’s last Ice Age. Following

the retreat of the glaciers about‘10,000 years ago, a lake |

would have been found in this area T | ==\ |nformation boardS:

JEBC pste haceme warmer;and wetterand thig 3 ( = - There are three further information boards along
lake in-filled with vegetation and gradually the SR the path which highlight the wildlife and habitats
alkaline conditions became more acidic as the %5 \oaklotit lor
vegetation built up and the Bog mosses (Sphagnum 7
species) colonised and began to dominate the site -
The acidic conditions helped the formation of peat wa|k|ng rOUtes'

as the plant decay process is slowed-down. This There is a wide path (red route) which goes

peat formation continued up until the last century slraégh\klhroug::‘hc bog dl:ng \rlw o\dbraxlway

with overall peat depths of up to 6m recorded) embankment is is rough in places but

ihe old PorlI:onse—Knlﬁenny raﬁway line was built relatively easy to walk on. Itis not suitable as of
through the bog in the 19* century. Local people yet for whet-lvrhmrs, although the more robust
cut turf for fuel from around the bog. The bog was % | models of prams and buggies will manage it
then taken over from the de Vesci Estate by Bord na 4 i S R
[IEgs L eparihlly drained bogled fo the crying \ 3 | w(ts((‘rn(h alf fl (:; b(; (blue rome)gand this
out process which resulted in the decline of the d it C\‘f(uk\f routegwhen oVaed KA lh(:.‘ .

route. This circular route takes about 2 hours to

walk. It is only suitable for walkers. There are
several unbridged drains to cross and some

sections get quite wet

peat-forming bog mosses

Safety notice:

For your own safety and the preservation of the
Kilamuclk bog, please keep to designated trails. Shortcutting
Following a local community Initiative, the bog was handed oy s e e
over into their care in 2009, This was after Bord na Ména and o Ditrow e L e duidnbics =
the National Parks & Wildlife Service of the Department of e o e 'p Poti
Environment, Arts & Heritage set about reversing the effects of bbb gl bl e
close supervision. You enter this site at your own

drainage and restoring Abbeyleix Bog by blocking field drains in
The drain-blocking has
risk

Common Bluet
Damselfly

an intensive pattern to re-wet the bog
proved very successful and an expert study in 2009 found that

the all-important Bog mosses are returning and establishing
Untad Mations Decade on Blodivarsity BORD NA MONA Ew’

themselves very well










What the Adjudicator Considers

* Knowing and Understanding Nature and Biodiversity In
your Locality

« Habitats and Species in your Locality
« Wildflower areas

» Actions for Nature and Biodiversity

* Promoting Public Awareness

« Controlling Invasive Species



Common Invasive Species

JAPANESE KNOTWEED (BY FAR THE MOST FAMILIAR INVADER)
PERNICIOUS, RESILIENT, WIDESPREAD, SPREAD PHYSICALLY BY US

GIANT KNOTWEED
HIMALAYAN KNOTWEED
HIMALAYAN BALSAM
THREE-CORNERED LEEK
MONTBRETIA

GIANT HOGWEED




Sustainability. Doing More with Less (SDG's
6,7,9,11,12,13,14,15,17)

« Greater emphasis on waste prevention;
(eliminate, reduce, reuse).

« Greater emphasis on resource efficiencies;
(water, energy, transport).

* Ongoing best practice in waste treatment
(recycling, energy recovery, disposal).

* New approach; Rethink, Reduce, Reuse,
Recycle



CLOTHING BANK

CLOTHING
BANK







Sustainable Waste & Resource Management
(cntd)

The Waste Survey (households & business) ;
Awareness Events, (website/newsletter) ;
Involvement of schools & businesses ;
Liaison with Waste Minimisation Officer;
Mindful shopping & food waste;
Second-hand / Swap events.



What the Adjudicator Considers

* Do activities help to make the community more
environmentally sustainable.

* Evidence of an understanding and awareness of the need
to move towards a Circular Economy

* Evidence of how the Tidy Towns group works to reduce
the community’s environmental impact (measurement &
feedback)



What the Adjudicator Considers (cntd)

* Eliminating the use of pesticides, water conservation and
energy Initiatives

« Awareness raising activities carried out across your
community; (workshops, markets, social media etc.)

 Links with other groups sharing ideas and information or
doing joint Initiatives



Recommendations

« Know your Starting Point; (evidence of simple /
comprehensive waste awareness surveys with schools/
households & other).

* Evidence of Environmental Awareness Campaigns;
(leaflets, social media, press release).

* Ongoing promotion to ‘Reduce, Reuse, Recycle’'.
* Links with Green Schools & Business.



Energy Conservation

Keep an eye on the billl.
ldentify the high energy users.
Check out the appliance calculator app.

Take actions, low cost or no cost first.



Energy Conservation (cntd)

« Switch the thermostat down by just 1*C —to reduce the
heating bill by 10%

« Switch appliances off, never leave on stand-by — saves up
to 20% of appliances energy use.

* Replace light bulbs with energy efficient CFLs




Energy Conservation (cntd)

* Turn off appliances rather than leave them on stand-by
€30pa

* Turn your heating down 1°C €153
« Switch to A-rate appliances €14

« Use CFL light bulbs rather than conventional ones
€37

* Insulate your attic €270



Energy Conservation (cntd)

* Don't drive for short journeys €30
* Only boil enough water for your cuppa €30

* Buy a lagging jacket for your hot water tank
€69

» Skip one round-trip, long-haul flight every year
€1000



Energy Conservation (cntd)

« Skip one round-trip, short-haul flight every year
€100

« TOTAL SAVINGS PA €1783
* Check out new SEAI grants for householders



Sustainable Transport Initiatives

* Promotions around public transport

« Linkages across community with cycle
anes.

Walking Bus
« WOW

Park n Stride
Car Pooling




Tidiness & Litter Control
(SDG's 12,17)

The Litter Control survey & plan;

Monitoring of progress re Litter Control;
Litter Patrols in place;

Participation in County Litter Leagues;
Presence or absence of litter;

Promotion of Anti Litter Awareness material;
Segregation of litter for recycling.



Tidiness & Litter Control (cntd)

Boundary walls / fencing and their maintenance;
Advertisment hoardings & their scale / condition;
Presentation of / or absence of signage;

Open undeveloped sites / dumped vehicles;
Street clutter & sign pole clutter;

Weed growth along kerbs and walls;

Unsightly wire-scape;

Graffiti & fly posting;

Traffic management & parking arrangements.
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What The Adjudicator Considers

Lack of visual & physical clutter

Presentation of sighage & street furniture
Inappropriate advertisement hoardings
Overhead service cables & redundant poles
Prevalence of graffiti and flyposting

General weed control and plant management



What The Adjudicator Considers (cntd)

Treatment of vacant buildings / derelict / undeveloped
sites

management of graveyards

Presentation of curtilage areas viewed from the public
realm

Prevalence of graffiti and flyposting



What the Adjudicator Considers Under

Litter Control

Litter management plans / litter control strategies
Evidence of regular litter patrols

Participation in initiatives such as National Spring Clean,
County Litter Leagues, Clean Coasts and more

Absence of litter and dumping during adjudication
including “fly-tipping’ & illegal dumping
Prevalence of dog-fouling and awareness initiatives



What the Adjudicator Considers Under
Litter Control (cntd)

Partnership and community involvement with litter control

Engagement in community awareness raising in relation
to litter control

Presentation of bottle banks and litter bins
Segregation of litter for recycling



Residential Streets & Housing Areas
(SDG’s 11 & 17)

Presentation and Maintenance of private property;
Roadside boundary walls & fencing & gables;
Estate entrance, identification & directional signs;
Green and hard open spaces;

Play areas & equipment for children & families;
Side & back areas visible from the public realm;
Litter Control.



What The Adjudicator Considers Under
Residential Streets & Housing Areas

The presentation and appearance of private dwellings
Including their roadside boundary treatment and private
open spaces viewed from the public realm

Communal open spaces - their maintenance,

presentation, function (recreation / play) and universal
accessibllity

Estate signage and entrances
Links (footpaths, cycle lanes) to town centre and facilities
Contribution to Sustainable Development Goals












Approach Roads,Streets and Lanes
(SDG’s 11,15,17)

Approach Roads, entrances & name signs;
Road and footpath surfaces & sighage;
Grass verges & cut grass;

Walls, fencing, hedges, field gates & kerbing;
Back areas & lanes.

Bridges, cycle lanes, connectivity, parking arrangements
and universal accessibllity.















What The Adjudicator Considers Under
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes

The presentation and appearance of approach roads,
Including roadside verges and boundary treatments

Town / Village streets and connecting roads
Roundabouts within the 60 kmph zone
Laneways, back areas and bridges, cycle lanes
Pedestrian connections and Inclusive access
Contribution to Sustainable Development Goals




