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MEMORIES OF THE OLD CANAL by Kevin Hannan 

From Old Limerick Journal, Vol. 7, 1981, pp. 11-12, p. 11 

 

How many of us, from time to time, like to recall the golden days we enjoyed “up the 

Canal” whether bird-nesting in the adjacent hedges, or fishing for perch off the “jetty”, or 

in the quiet waters near Madden’s Lock or during the warm summer days, swimming at 

“Tom Bulls”? Whatever the recreation, the Canal was the magnet. For the very young it 

was the avenue to the great new world beyond the city. How many thousand anglers 

served their apprenticeship by its peaceful waters? How many more who sailed the Seven 

Seas enjoyed their first trip in a brecaun?1 How we gazed in wonder at the laden sand cot, 

showing only an inch or two of its gun’le2 over the water, being towed by a barefoot man, 

bent forward with the great strain of his task. In those far off days the Canal harbour was 

full of animation and colour: barges being loaded and unloaded, wet sand being shovelled 

from the cots on to the sand quay, the banter of workmen and the general activity that 

seemed to illustrate the justification for so great a venture as the cutting of the canal. 

 

 

  

                                                           
1 Traditional fishing punt used by the Abbey Fishermen. 
2 Gunwale: the upper edge of the boat. 
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Executive Summary 

 

Limerick City and County Council (LC&CC) has chosen the Canal Harbour at Lock Quay for 

consolidation and restoration as part of its participation in the Interreg Project: Maritime, 

Military and Industrial Architectural Heritage (MMIAH) of the Atlantic Area Coast. The main 

objective of this project is to recover and rehabilitate abandoned, Military, Maritime and 

Industrial heritage sites (MMI) in the Atlantic Area of the EU for tourism and for the benefit of 

local communities. The restoration of the Canal Harbour Buildings offers Limerick City & County 

Council an opportunity to re-purpose the site as a public amenity. It is hoped that, once 

restored, the Canal Harbour Buildings will reflect the historic industrial heritage of the site. 

 

 

The Canal Harbour at Lock Quay contains a suite of buildings that represent an important 

transport infrastructure. Its existence, in turn, supported a former commercial hub within the 

inner city. This also attracted large scale local industries which are now almost totally removed. 

The harbour and canal were also an amenity within the inner city. The first three elements are 

no longer extant but there sufficient elements remaining that have been identified by this 

report that can be brought back into the public domain to encourage a deeper understanding 

of the site. In present times the Canal Harbour has become the starting point within the city of 

an extended amenity area and has capacity to become even more versatile to serve the needs 

of the local population. This plan offers a guide to the elements that need protection and 

interpretation and provides options for future uses and management. 
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Introduction & background: 

 

1:1 The brief 

The Conservation and Management Plan for the restoration of the Canal Harbour at Lock Quay in 

Limerick City was undertaken by Limerick City & County Council as part of their participation in 

the Interreg Atlantic Area-Maritime, Military & Industrial Architectural Heritage (MMIAH) project. 

The MMIAH project has nine city partners from the UK & Northern Ireland, France, the Republic 

of Ireland, Spain and Portugal. The specific objectives of the project focus on the recovery and 

valorisation of abandoned maritime, military or industrial architectural heritage sites for the 

benefit of local communities and tourism. This report was prepared by Limerick City and County 

Council for the Atlantic Area partners as part of Work Package 5 of the project. Work Package 5 

involves the implementation of best practice examples of the recovery and management of 

Maritime, Military & Industrial Architectural (MMIA) assets and the valorisation of built heritage 

within the community. 

 

The Conservation and Management Plan for the restoration of the Canal Harbour buildings at Lock 

Quay has been researched and compiled by John Elliott, Researcher for the MMIAH Project, 

Limerick City and County Council and edited by Sarah McCutcheon, Executive Archaeologist, 

Limerick City and County Council. 

 

 

 

1.2 Aims of the Conservation & Management Plan 

The Conservation and Management Plan set out to assess the significance of the Lock Quay 

Harbour Buildings and the canal infrastructure, to identify what elements of the infrastructure 

remained and to propose an appropriate re-use of the buildings. 
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1.3 Methodology 

Following the template provided by James Semple Kerr3 the plan breaks down into five sections: 

understanding the suite of structures; assessing their significance; identifying the issues; 

formulating policies and finally, implementation. The Steering Group which manages the MMIAH 

project represents a range of Departments within the Local Authority: Local Enterprise, European 

Projects, Art & Culture; Tourism and Archaeology, each of whom have been involved in the 

decisions in regard to implementation. In addition, a public survey was carried out to assess local 

knowledge of, attitude towards and ideas for the development of the area. The survey was 

distributed to all local residents and an electronic version was distributed amongst a wider 

audience. 

 

1.4 Previous works & studies 

The historic research in this report has relied largely on the study by Charlotte Murphy The 

Limerick Navigation Company, 1697-1836’, North Munster Antiquarian Journal, Vol. 22, 1980, 

pp.43-61 and on the local resources compiled by Limerick Archives, available on line at 

www.limerick.ie. 

 

1.5 Ownership of the plan 

The plan was instigated by Limerick City & County Council as part of its involvement with the 

Atlantic Area Coast InterReg Project: Military, Maritime & Industrial Architectural Heritage. 

Limerick City & County Council will be guided by the plan. Waterways Ireland are a partner in the 

ownership of the plan. Waterways Ireland have leased the buildings at Lock Harbour and the 

towpaths to Limerick City & County Council, but Waterways Ireland retain responsibility for the 

maintenance of the mechanisms and water of the canal. 

 

1.5 Legislative & Planning Background 

There is a wide range of both international and national legislation which is applicable to the 

project. With reference to the environment, the EU Birds and Habitat Directive (European 

Communities (Birds & Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011) and the Irish Wildlife (Amendment) Act 

2000 apply. In regard to architecture, relevant international legislation includes the Convention 

for the protection of the European Architectural Heritage 1985 (Grenada) which was ratified by 

Ireland in 1996 and The Burra Charter 2013 (revised; original 1979, revised 1999).   

                                                           
3 James Semple Kerr The Conservation Plan- A guide to the preparation of Conservation Plans for places of European cultural 
significance, (7th edition, 2013). 
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The Dublin Principles for the Conservation of Industrial Heritage (ICOMOS, 2011) are particularly 

important as they define the range of industrial heritage:  

Industry, along with implying manufacturing, includes transport, extraction, public utilities and 

telecommunications. Industrial heritage consists of a broad range of physical remains and objects 

including landscapes, sites, structures, machinery and documents which provide evidence of these 

various types of industry. It includes both material assets and intangible elements such as technical 

knowledge, work management, and social and cultural legacy. Thus the study and appreciation of 

industrial heritage can appeal to a people from many different backgrounds including, but not 

limited to, archaeologists, engineers, geographers, historians, architects, sociologists and those 

employed in industry.4  

 

The Dublin Principles are5: 

I  Document & understand industrial heritage structures, sites, areas & landscapes & their values; 

II Ensure effective protection & conservation of the industrial heritage structures, sites, areas & 

landscapes; 

III Conserve & maintain the industrial heritage structures, sites, areas & landscapes 

New uses should respect significant material, components and patterns of circulation and activity;  

IV Present & communicate the heritage dimensions & values of industrial structures, sites, areas & 

landscapes to raise public & corporate awareness, & support training & research  

 

 

Other applicable national legislation concerning architectural heritage consists of: 

The Architectural Heritage (National Inventory) & Historic Monuments Act (Miscellaneous 

Provisions) Act (1999) which instigated the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) 

whose stated purpose is: 

to identify, record, and evaluate the post-1700 architectural heritage of Ireland, uniformly and 

consistently as an aid in the protection and conservation of the built heritage. NIAH surveys provide 

the basis for the recommendations of the Minister for Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht to the 

planning authorities for the inclusion of particular structures in their Record of Protected 

Structures (RPS).6 

 

                                                           
4 http://www.icomos.ie/index.php/committees/industrial-heritage 
5 https://www.icomos.org/Paris2011/GA2011_ICOMOS_TICCIH_joint_principles_EN_FR_final_20120110.pdf 
6 https://www.buildingsofireland.ie/about-us/ 

http://www.icomos.ie/index.php/committees/industrial-heritage
https://www.icomos.org/Paris2011/GA2011_ICOMOS_TICCIH_joint_principles_EN_FR_final_20120110.pdf
https://www.buildingsofireland.ie/about-us/
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The Local Government (Planning and Development) Act, 1999, which involved the setting up of 

the Protected Structures Register.  

For the purpose of protecting structures, or parts of structures, which are of special architectural, 

historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical interest, every development 

plan shall include a record of protected structures and shall include in that record every structure 

which is in the opinion of the planning authority of such interest within its functional area.7 

Under the legislation the following applies to Protected Structures:   

• It is the responsibility of owners and occupiers of protected structures not to allow them 

to become endangered and planning authorities have additional powers to ensure that buildings 

are not endangered either directly or through neglect (“endangered” means exposed to harm, 

decay or damage, whether immediately or over a period of time, through neglect of through direct 

or indirect means (as interpreted in Section 2 of the Act)) 

• Where a structure is protected, the protection includes the structure, its interior and the 

land within its curtilage and other structures within that curtilage (including their interiors) and all 

fixtures and features which form part of the interior or exterior of all these structures. All works 

which would materially affect the character of a protected structure, or a proposed protected 

structure, require planning permission. 

 

The structures at Lock Quay Harbour are modest buildings from the Georgian period. While they 

are not designated themselves, they represent part of the Georgian heritage of Limerick City as 

well as its industrial past and as such there are established guidelines for their care and 

management as well as their future use.  

The guidelines are represented by an advice series produced by the Department of Culture, 

Heritage and the Gaeltacht and include: Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines for Planning 

Authorities 2011;8 Access- Improving the accessibility of historic buildings and places 2011;9 Iron- 

The repair of wrought and cast ironwork 2009;10 Ruins- The conservation and repair of masonry 

ruins 2010;11 Roofs- A guide to the repair of historic roofs 2010;12 Iron- The repair of wrought and 

                                                           
7 http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1999/act/17/section/2/enacted/en/html 
8 https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/uploads/2015/07/Architectural-Heritage-Protection-Guidelines-2011.pdf 
9 https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/uploads/2015/07/Access-Improving-the-Accessibility-of-Historic-Buildings-and-Places-2011.pdf 
10 https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/uploads/2015/07/Iron-the-repair-of-wrought-cast-iron.pdf 
11 https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/uploads/2015/07/Ruins-The-Conservation-and-Repair-of-Masonary-Ruins-2010.pdf 
12 https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/uploads/2015/07/Roofs-A-Guide-to-the-Repair-of-Historic-Roofs-2010.pdf 

http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/1999/act/17/section/2/enacted/en/html
https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/uploads/2015/07/Architectural-Heritage-Protection-Guidelines-2011.pdf
https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/uploads/2015/07/Access-Improving-the-Accessibility-of-Historic-Buildings-and-Places-2011.pdf
https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/uploads/2015/07/Iron-the-repair-of-wrought-cast-iron.pdf
https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/uploads/2015/07/Ruins-The-Conservation-and-Repair-of-Masonary-Ruins-2010.pdf
https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/uploads/2015/07/Roofs-A-Guide-to-the-Repair-of-Historic-Roofs-2010.pdf
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cast ironwork 2009;13 Bricks- A guide to the repair of historic bricks 2009;14 Maintenance- A guide 

to the care of older buildings 2007;15 Windows- A guide to the repair of historic windows 2007;16  

                                                           
13 https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/uploads/2015/07/Iron-the-repair-of-wrought-cast-iron.pdf 
14 https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/uploads/2015/07/Bricks-A-Guide-to-the-Repair-of-Historic-Brickwork-2009.pdf 
15 https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/uploads/2015/07/Maintenance-A-Guide-to-the-Care-of-Older-Buildings-2007.pdf 
16 https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/uploads/2015/07/Windows-A-Guide-to-the-Repair-of-Historic-Windows-2007.pdf 

https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/uploads/2015/07/Iron-the-repair-of-wrought-cast-iron.pdf
https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/uploads/2015/07/Bricks-A-Guide-to-the-Repair-of-Historic-Brickwork-2009.pdf
https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/uploads/2015/07/Maintenance-A-Guide-to-the-Care-of-Older-Buildings-2007.pdf
https://www.chg.gov.ie/app/uploads/2015/07/Windows-A-Guide-to-the-Repair-of-Historic-Windows-2007.pdf
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Limerick City Development Plan 2010-2016 (extended) 

The key local statutory document for the project is the Limerick City Development Plan 2010-2016 

(extended)17. The plan sets out Limerick City Council’s policies for the development of Limerick 

City to 2016 and beyond. It was developed following a period of intensive consultation which took 

the form of public meetings, meetings with stakeholders and service providers, written 

submissions and workshops for Elected Representatives. 

 

 

Overall Goals The vision of the Plan is for Limerick City to continue to grow as the centre of 

economic, social and cultural development for the Mid-West Region. For this to be realised 

Limerick City must be a cohesive and sustainable community of people; where natural 

surroundings and important resources are protected; where cultural and built heritage is 

safeguarded; where opportunities exist that allow people to live and work in a safe environment 

with excellent public infrastructure and services together with ample cultural and leisure facilities. 

This Plan outlines Limerick City Council’s policies for improving the social, economic, cultural and 

environmental health of the City both through direct action and in conjunction with other 

stakeholders i.e. the State, private and community sectors. It is based on three fundamental and 

interrelated goals, which underlie all the policies contained in the Plan. 

 

Goal 1 To promote and provide for the sustainable development of Limerick City enabling it to 

fulfill its role as a National Gateway City.  

 

Goal 2 To promote social inclusion and to facilitate equality of access to employment, education, 

transport, suitable housing, social and cultural activities, whether by direct provision (e.g. social 

housing) or by facilitating others to provide the service (e.g. education).  

 

Goal 3 To provide for a high quality natural and built environment and improved quality of life for 

those living and working in Limerick City and also for those visiting the City. 18 

  

                                                           
17 https://www.limerick.ie/sites/default/files/media/documents/2017-03/Limerick%20City%20Development%20Plan%202010-
2016%20%28including%20variations%20No%27s%201-5%29.pdf 
18 Ibid., p.23 

https://www.limerick.ie/sites/default/files/media/documents/2017-03/Limerick%20City%20Development%20Plan%202010-2016%20%28including%20variations%20No%27s%201-5%29.pdf
https://www.limerick.ie/sites/default/files/media/documents/2017-03/Limerick%20City%20Development%20Plan%202010-2016%20%28including%20variations%20No%27s%201-5%29.pdf
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Rivers & Waterways:19 

(Limerick City Development Plan 2010-16, Section 11.7) 

The Limerick City Development Plan states that, ‘rivers and waterways are very important assets of 

Limerick and play an important role in the layout and structure of the City and are an integral 

element of the city’s landscape character. The River Shannon forms the north-eastern boundary of 

the city then running south to divide Limerick into two halves forming the dominant physical 

landscape feature through the centre of the City and smaller channels creating Kings Island and the 

manmade Park canal stretching from east to west. Waterway corridors, defined as those areas that 

are physically or visually linked to the waterway, are multi-functional in nature.  

Provide important visual amenity for the city as a whole;  

Allow for the provision and enhancement of open space, public amenities and linkages;  

Provide for the preservation and enhancement of wildlife habitats and natural corridors;  

Provide opportunities for waterfront developments, new recreational facilities and leisure activities;  

Provide opportunities for tourist related development;  

Provide for drainage and flood water storage.   

 

Limerick 2030 - An Economic and Spatial Plan for Limerick 

The importance of the Park Canal as both a recreational amenity and as a transport corridor 

between the city centre and the suburbs is recognised in the strategic planning document, Limerick 

2030 - An Economic and Spatial Plan for Limerick, published in 2014. Included as part of the public 

realm strategy within the plan is the Renovation of the Park Canal to allow it to fulfil its potential as 

a valuable waterside amenity and an important link between the City Centre and the University of 

Limerick.20. 

 

Another Atlantic Area initiative underway in Limerick is the CAPITEN project, which seeks to develop 

a number of exciting new elements including marine product innovation, environmentally 

sustainable marine tourism, inshore and sea-going navigation aids, port information points and 

marine tourism itineraries.  

                                                           
19 Limerick City Development Plan 2010-16, Section 11.7. 
20 Limerick 2030 An Economic and Spatial Plan for Limerick, 2014, p. 88. 
https://www.limerick.ie/sites/default/files/limerick_2030_report.pdf 

https://www.limerick.ie/sites/default/files/limerick_2030_report.pdf
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2. Understanding 

 

2.1. Location: 

The Canal Harbour complex is located at Lock Quay in the townland21 of Monamuck and the civil 

parish of St. John in Limerick City. The Canal Harbour buildings are located at the western end of 

the 1.5 km long Park Canal, on the northern side of the canal entrance. The Park Canal was part 

of the Inland Navigation system from the late 18th century until the closure of the canal system in 

the mid-20th century. The canal formed a primary link between Limerick City and the River 

Shannon above Killaloe in Co. Clare. The Canal Harbour is situated on the east side of the Abbey 

River (An Gabhal Beag), 500m from the confluence of the Abbey and Shannon rivers. The site 

location co-ordinates are Universal Transverse Mercator: 525829 5835280; Irish Transverse 

Mercator: 558195 657477 and Irish National Grid: 158235 157433. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Location of Canal Harbour Buildings within Limerick City 

  

                                                           
21 A townland is the smallest subdivision of land in Ireland, townlands are Gaelic in origin and certainly pre-date the 12th century. 
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2.2 Legal Ownership: 

Waterways Ireland are the legal owners of the site of the Canal Harbour. The site is held under 

licence by Waterways Ireland as a successor to the Licensor (the Office of Public Works). 

Waterways Ireland is one of the six all-Ireland North/South implementation bodies established 

under the Belfast Agreement in 1999. It is responsible for the management, maintenance, 

development, and restoration of inland navigable waterways primarily for recreational purposes 

in the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. An agreement (09.05.19) has transferred the lease 

of the buildings to Limerick City and County Council for the purposes of undertaking conservation 

and restoration works on the Canal Harbour Buildings. As part of the lease agreement any 

development of the Canal Harbour Buildings by the Local Authority must be as a public amenity. 

This agreement also stipulates that Limerick City and County Council is responsible for the 

maintenance of the public realm adjoining the canal, this consists of the former towpaths to the 

north and south of the canal, totalling an area of 3.54 hectares (8.75 acres). 

 

 

2.3 Statutory Listings: 

The Canal Harbour and tidal lock complex at Lock Quay, formerly of the Limerick Navigation 

System, contains several structures of architectural and industrial importance that are registered 

in the Record of Protected Structures (RPS), the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage 

(NIAH) and in the Maritime, Military & Industrial Architectural Heritage (MMIAH) inventory that 

was catalogued as part of the Evolutionary Study for the MMIAH Project for Limerick City & 

County.  

 

Name RPS NIAH MMIAH 

Canal Harbour Buildings ------- NIAH: 21513051 MMIAH-LK-03-Ind-R-05 

Canal Lock Walls, Gates & Piers 435 NIAH: 21513052 MMIAH-LK-03-Ind-E-34 

Lock Quay Bridge 434 NIAH: 21513050 MMIAH-LK-03-Mar-E-25 

Lock Mills Arch 319 NIAH:  21513049 MMIAH-LK-03-Ind-E-33 

Table 1. Statutory listings of buildings in Canal Harbour Complex 
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Record of Protected Structures in Limerick City (RPS) 

Two adjacent features of the Canal Harbour buildings, the Uzuld Bridge and the Walls, Gates & 

Piers of the Canal Harbour Lock are protected structures.22 The buildings, although not protected 

in their own right are, however, considered to be within the curtilage of the Canal Harbour Lock, 

RPS: 435. The buildings are situated on the northern portion of the canal harbour tidal lock and 

are inextricably linked in function and history to the Canal Lock complex. Though within the 

curtilage of RPS:435, the works proposed to be undertaken on the Canal Harbour Buildings will 

not affect or interfere with any elements of the Canal Harbour Lock. 

Figure 2. Main structures at the Canal Harbour complex at Lock Quay 

Plate 1. View up canal from junction with the Abbey River, Canal Harbour Buildings on left 

  

                                                           
22 Limerick City Development Plan: Appendix II, List of Protected Structures p.342. 
https://www.limerick.ie/sites/default/files/limerick_city_development_plan_2010-2016_as_varied_1-5_print_0.pdf 

https://www.limerick.ie/sites/default/files/limerick_city_development_plan_2010-2016_as_varied_1-5_print_0.pdf
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Location RPS Name Brief Description Categories of 

Special 

Interest 

Canal 

Bridge 

434 Uzuld Bridge Single-arch hump-back red brick 

& limestone canal bridge, c. 

1757, 

Architectural 

Artistic 

Technical 

Historical 

Lock 

Quay 

435 Lock Walls adjoining 

Canal Bridge with 

operational steel lock 

gates & S-Scroll piers 

Pair of cut limestone canal lock 

walls, 1757, and new 

operational steel lock gates, c. 

1995. 

Architectural 

Artistic Social 

Technical 

Historical 

Lock 

Quay 

319 Carriage Arch Freestanding limestone carriage 

arch, c. 1890, former entrance 

arch to the Lock Mills. On the 

banks of the canal & attached to 

coursed limestone rubble walls, 

Architectural 

Artistic 

Table 2. Protected Structures in Canal Harbour complex 

 

National Inventory of Architectural Heritage: 

Reg No 21513051: Canal Harbour Buildings:  

Rating Regional. Categories of Special interest: Architectural Technical. 

Description:  

Pair of attached stone and brick buildings, built c. 1770, on the north pier of Lock Quay canal 

harbour. To west is a three-bay two-storey random rubble limestone building with red brick eaves 

having a diagonal brick course and no roof. Segmental-arched gauged brick window openings with 

cut limestone sills and no windows. Attached to east is a single-storey three-bay building with 

eaves as per pier. Adjacent building with red brick walls laid in Flemish bond with a chamfered 

ashlar limestone plinth course on a rubble sandstone plinth wall. Also roofless with no windows. 

The square-headed window openings have carved limestone sills with nose detailing. 

Appraisal:  

This pair of buildings may have been built as lock keeper's house or structures associated with the 

operation and maintenance of the lock, or indeed may have been associated with the various 

industrial buildings located close by. The combination of stone and brickwork enhance the overall 

appearance of this group of architecturally important canal structures23. 

                                                           
23 https://www.buildingsofireland.ie/buildings-search/building/21513051/limerick-city 

https://www.buildingsofireland.ie/buildings-search/building/21513051/limerick-city
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Reg No 21513052 Lock Quay  

Rating Regional. Categories of Special interest: Architectural Artistic Historical Social Technical. 

Description 

Pair of cut limestone canal lock walls, dated to 1757, with Lock Quay Bridge crossing the canal and 

new operational steel lock gates, c. 1995. Quay walls of squared ashlar limestone with a moulded 

coping stone to ground level, to north and south of the lock, returning at the west end beside the 

modern lock gates. Each pier terminates at the Abbey River to the west with a carved decorative 

attenuated S-scrolls. The Lock Quay Bridge rises from the lock walls with limestone steps to both 

sides at the east end. 

Appraisal 

A solid ashlar limestone lock, recently restored, with a pair of very attractive walls facing the river. 

Together with the two buildings to the north and the brick hump-back bridge they form a most 

pleasant feature on the canal. The S-scroll piers are distinctly Baroque in origins. The construction 

of the canal marked a further advancement of the City beyond the walls. 

 

Reg No 21513050 Bridge  

Rating Regional. Categories of Special interest: Architectural Artistic Historical Technical. 

Description 

Single-arch hump-back red brick and limestone canal bridge, erected in 1757, crossing the canal 

at Lock Quay canal harbour. In use as footbridge. Rubble limestone and red brick west elevation 

laid in English garden wall bond, with red brick parapet wall and brick coping rising from a moulded 

limestone stringcourse, returning on the curve along quay sides. Limestone ashlar faced east 

elevation with wrought-iron railed parapet having spearhead finials, c. 1800, returning on the 

curve along quaysides. Gauged red brick slightly pointed arch springing from squared limestone 

block faced quay walls. Limestone ashlar abutment piers. Limestone setts to carriageway, c. 1995. 

Bridge gives access to nineteenth-century multiple-bay two-storey limestone rubble buildings to 

the north of the canal. 

Appraisal 

This fine bridge was restored by Limerick Civic Trust, and survives as one of the only hump-back 

bridges, along with Baal's Bridge to survive in Limerick City. It is of great significance in its own 

right and within the context of the canal lock. It marked a further advancement of the City beyond 

the walls. The adjacent derelict buildings to the north side, which may have operated as a lock 

keeper's house, and the industrial buildings to the northeast, including Russell's and the former 

canal brewery form a group with the bridge. 



 

14 
 

 

Reg No 21513049 Arch  

Rating Regional. Categories of Special Interest: Architectural Artistic. 

Description 

Freestanding limestone carriage arch, built c. 1890, formerly the entrance arch to the Lock Mills. 

Situated on the banks of the canal and attached to coursed limestone rubble walls, which give 

access to the canal bank. Forming a single elliptical arch standing on square-plan piers with 

limestone ashlar voussoirs springing from plain limestone stringcourse. Parapet above with raised 

blocking course to centre with incised lettering reading: 'Lock Mills John Norris Russell 1844'. Metal 

gates, c. 1990. 

Appraisal 

A fine limestone ashlar carriage arch which provides an important link to the industrial heritage 

associated with this site, the former Lock Mills. John Norris Russell, a local industrialist, who 

operated both milling and bacon industries in Limerick and Ennis, was the proprietor of the Lock 

Mills, which were erected in 1763. 

 

Reg No 21513048 Canal Warehouse, St. Lelia Street, Lock Quay  Subsequently removed 

Rating Regional. Categories of Special Interest: Architectural. 

Description 

Detached gable-ended single-bay two-storey limestone former canal warehouse, built c. 1840, on 

the south bank of the canal east of Lock Quay. Eight-bay side elevations. Prolonged by an 

additional fifteen bays to east, which is now roofless. Recent fire damage. Pitched natural slate 

roof terracotta comb ridge tiles and cast-iron rainwater goods on brick eaves. Square-plan red 

brick chimneystack to east end of roofed section. Squared and tooled limestone ashlar faced walls 

laid in courses to gabled front elevation and coursed rubble limestone to remaining elevations. 

Gauged brick camber-arched window openings to first floor with remains of timber casement 

windows. Segmental-headed red brick arched door opening to gable, now boarded-up. Gauged 

brick flat-arched window openings to side elevations with tripartite timber casement windows and 

iron bars. 

Appraisal 

A well-built stone canal store, which is now in a poor state of repair. This structure, within the 

context of the canal and the adjacent lock, is of great importance to the industrial and architectural 

heritage of Limerick City. 
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Recorded Monuments 

There are no sites designated as Recorded Monuments under the National Monuments Act (1930-

2004) within or adjacent to the site. The Canal Harbour site is located to the east of the medieval 

town of Limerick. The Irish Historic Atlas Series Limerick edition includes an extensive cartographic 

collection which was consulted. Prior to the construction of the canal in the mid-18th century, this 

area was bounded on the south by the medieval town walls of the suburb of Irishtown and the 

bog of Cloon; bounded to the east by Bartlett’s Bog, bounded to the west by the Abbey River, and 

bounded to the north by a small river called Poulavadra. The cartographic sources, dating from 

1587 to 1752 do not show any habitation or industry at this site prior to the construction of the 

Park Canal.  

 

The only potential archaeological monument in the immediate vicinity, is the possible nearby 

remains of an oratory or chapel of ease. In Lenihan’s History of Limerick, there is reference to a 

small Franciscan oratory on Grove Island, to the immediate north of the Canal Harbour: he states 

that, ‘There was an ancient oratory in the little island opposite the abbey, which is now a place for 

growing sallys. This was a place of devotion, particularly on the festival of St. Anthony, 13th of 

June, and the people were wafted across in great crowds the abbey river in boats’24. The 

renovation works at the Canal Harbour Buildings will not, however, impinge on this potential 

monument. 

 

 

There are no indications of prehistoric or medieval remains on the site prior to the construction 

of the Canal Harbour and it is likely that the Canal Harbour quays were constructed on 

undeveloped land. The site is also just outside the area established for the medieval city.  

This map dates to five years prior to the commencement of the canal. The area is undeveloped in 

marshy and boggy ground, to the immediate south of the Poulavadra stream. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
24 Maurice Lenihan, Limerick, Its History and Antiquities, (1866, Dublin reprint 1991), p. 658. 



 

16 
 

 

 

Figure 3. Recorded Monuments (red), NIAH (blue) & the area of the medieval city (shaded) 

 

 

Figure 4. Detail of William Eyres map of Limerick City in 175225. 

  

                                                           
25 Eamon O'Flaherty, ‘Limerick No. 21’, Irish Historical Towns Atlas, (Dublin, 2010), Map No. 15. 



 

17 
 

 

Limerick City Development Plan 2010-2016 (extended): Land Use & Zoning 

The site of the Canal Harbour Buildings is designated in the Limerick City Development Plan 2010-

16 as a ‘Local Centre’ (see below). The Local Centre includes the Grove Island Retail Park and 

Leisure Centre, Grove Island Student Accommodation and the Lock Mills and Fisherman’s Quay 

Apartment blocks. It also includes the Canal Harbour, 180m of the north bank of canal, as it forms 

a point of access to these amenities from the city centre. Pedestrian access for residents of the 

Lock Mills apartments from the Park Canal is via the Lock Mills archway (RPS: 319). 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5. Map of zoning designations in the area of the Park Canal 

 

Objective ZO.5 (D) Local Centres: To protect, provide for and/or improve the retail function of 

local centres and provide a focus for local centres. Local centres provide for convenience shopping, 

with anchor units of 400sqm or less and a similar amount of associated small units containing 

convenience, lower order comparison shopping and local services outlets. Limited retail offices will 

be acceptable in these local centres to serve local needs, subject to restrictions on scale and extent 

including a cap of 75sqm per unit. Residential uses are also acceptable within this zone.26  

 

 

                                                           
26 Limerick City Development Plan 2010-16, Section 15.4. 
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Objectives within the Limerick City Development Plan, relating to the Park Canal: 

 

Limerick City Council27 will be guided by the following specific objectives in relation to the 

Corbally/ Reboge Area:  

 

To examine means of reducing traffic congestion in the vicinity of schools in the area through 

more sustainable and coordinated school mobility planning;  

To seek the development of the Park Canal as a sustainable transportation link between the 

University of Limerick and the city centre;  

To support the sustainable development of the lands adjacent to the Park Canal between Park 

Road and Clare Street; To encourage the diversification of Grove Island as a neighbourhood 

centre;  

To encourage the provision of local facilities in the Reboge area;  

To protect and enhance the open spaces adjacent to the Special Area of Conservation in particular 

to enhance their recreational value.28  

 

The current zoning of the western section in the immediate vicinity of the Canal Harbour Buildings 

as a Local Centre, is not ideal. Furthermore, the 300m stretch of walkway on the northern side of 

the Park Canal between the Canal Harbour Buildings and the Pa Healy road bridge to the east is 

without a zoning designation. It is hoped that the implementation of the Conservation and 

Management Plan for the Canal Harbour Buildings will enable this section of the canal to be re-

zoned as Public Open space, in concordance with the surrounding zoning of the canal area.  

 

 

Derelict Sites Register: 

The Canal Harbour buildings are currently on the Limerick City & County Council Derelict Sites 

Register (ref number DS-025-18) of November 2019. The site will be removed from the Derelict 

Sites Register following the agreement between Limerick City and County Council and Waterways 

Ireland to conserve the buildings at Lock Quay. 

 

 

                                                           
27 Limerick City Council and Limerick County Council amalgamated in 2014 to form Limerick City and County Council. 
28 Ibid., Section 14.7. 
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Limerick Tourism Development Strategy Action Plan 2019-2023 

This strategy document has a strong emphasis on the importance of the Shannon Estuary and River 

to advance the tourism potential of Limerick City and County. The waterways are the first of four 

main themes identified to drive forward the vision for tourism in Limerick. Entitled ‘Into the Blue’ 

it identifies three streams of actions to progress the vision.29 Several of these are particularly 

relevant for the Lock Quay area. 

 

The first is under the heading ‘Waterside Destinations’ is to initiate the development of a Blueways 

Masterplan.  

This will set in place a framework to prioritise infrastructural upgrades, create safe moorings points, 

enable higher levels of recreational use, open-up navigational possibilities, enhance accessibility, 

and help to develop waterside destinations supported by riverside walks and cycleways.  

 

The second stream of action is under the heading ‘Journey and Explore’, and the looks to tap into 

the potential of Limerick City as a Gateway to the Wild Atlantic Way (Failte Ireland’s brand for a 

tourism route along the west coast of Ireland). 30 It also is concerned to: 

Work with tourism providers to develop iconic itineraries on water e.g. from the City to Ard na 

Crusha, City to Lough Derg, Shannon Estuary Way, the Shannon Erne Pilgrim Way etc., 

 

Finally under the ‘Celebrate and Showcase’ action stream 

Develop a coordinated programme of events and festivals to showcase city and county waterways 

focusing on: the maritime and industrial heritage including for example traditional boat building 

working with local actors such as Limerick City Build, Limerick Open Navigation Group, Ilen School, 

Viking history etc.  

Package water based attractions in Limerick (boating, sailing, kayaking, fishing etc.) with other 

themed attractions (Vibrant History, Alive and Kicking etc.) and festivals/ events. 

Explore the possibility of Limerick City and County Council partnering with Waterways Ireland and 

neighouring local authorities e.g. Clare, on an EU project on blueways (improving connectivity and 

facilitating movement between Lough Derg and the Shannon Estuary. 

  

                                                           
29 https://www.limerick.ie/sites/default/files/media/documents/2019-04/Limerick-Tourism-Development-Strategy-Action-Plan_1.pdf p.22. 
30 https://www.google.com/search?q=wild+atlantic+way+ireland&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-
GBIE895IE895&oq=Wild+Atl&aqs=chrome.3.69i57j0l7.6889j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8 

https://www.limerick.ie/sites/default/files/media/documents/2019-04/Limerick-Tourism-Development-Strategy-Action-Plan_1.pdf
https://www.google.com/search?q=wild+atlantic+way+ireland&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBIE895IE895&oq=Wild+Atl&aqs=chrome.3.69i57j0l7.6889j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=wild+atlantic+way+ireland&rlz=1C1GCEU_en-GBIE895IE895&oq=Wild+Atl&aqs=chrome.3.69i57j0l7.6889j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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2.3 History 

2.3:1 History of the site of the Canal Harbour,  

The Canal Harbour site is located outside the medieval town of Limerick (RMP LI005-0017), in an 

area that was undeveloped bogland until the construction of the canal in the mid-18th century. 

The Canal Harbour is on the east side of the Abbey River (An Gabhal Beag), opposite the medieval 

town, some 500m east of the confluence of the Abbey and Shannon rivers. The Canal Harbour 

Buildings are located in the townland of Monamuck. This is the anglicised version of the Irish name 

Muin na Muice which translates as The Bog of the Swine, a variation of this is Labanamucky, 

meaning the Bed of the Pigs31. An ancient name for the area immediately outside the east flank 

of the medieval town walls of Irish town is Cloon or Cluain, often called the ‘Bog of Cloon’. This 

was an area of commonage owned by the Corporation of Limerick32. To the immediate north of 

the site of the Canal Harbour, is the townland of Park or Pairc Callagh Bulláin33. Dividing these 

townlands is the River Poulavadra (no longer extant due to the development of the canal); this 

river drained the surrounding bogs and low-lying lands into the Abbey River. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6. 17th century Down Survey Map; South Liberties of the City of Limerick34 

                                                           
31 Gearóid Mac Spealáin, ‘Notes on Place-names in the City & Liberties of Limerick’, North Munster Antiquarian Journal Vol. 3, (1942-3), 
pp. 98-117; at p. 111. 
32 Ibid., p. 103. 
33 Ibid., p. 112. 
34 The Down Survey of Ireland, Parish of St Patrick’s (sic St John’s), 1670, http://downsurvey.tcd.ie/down-survey-maps.php 

http://downsurvey.tcd.ie/down-survey-maps.php
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Overlooking this area, on a low hill, was the public execution point for the city up to the late 17th 

century35. This gave the area its other name, that of Gallows Green36. Historic records indicate 

that the names of Monamuck, Labanamucky, Cloon and Gallows Green were used 

interchangeably and much effort was used to indicate the varying nomenclature in land records 

and deeds. 

 

Civil Survey of Limerick 

The Cromwellian Civil Survey of Limerick 1640-56, records that the area was owned by the 

Corporation of Limerick, being 26 acres: The Greene commonly called Cluone, and the Bogg on ye 

north thereunto adjoineing called Comyne mearing on the north & east with ye pasture land of 

Parke in ye parish of St Patricke on the South wth the highway leading eastward from Lymicke to 

Reboge on the west wth the Rampier and the walls of the South Suburbs of Lymericke; the said 

Greene, and bogg allwayes & now in common37. Subsequently, the area is recorded in the Down 

Survey of Ireland 1656-1658, still the property of the Corporation of Limerick, here it is described 

as Gallows Greene, at 28 acres38.  

 
The Limerick Corporation Index of 1843 

The site is next recorded in a series of deeds and conveyances, recorded in the Corporation Index 

of Limerick. This manuscript records the transfer of Corporation lands to various members of the 

Corporation, Aldermen and former Mayors for a period of 999 years.  

This includes a deed dating to 1676, which describes the land as being set by the Corporation of 

Limerick and in the possession of a Christopher White, ‘All that the piece of land belonging to the 

Corporation then as yet unset & undisposed of being part and the East End of Cloone or Gallows 

Green lying & being in the South Liberties of Limerick near the City Wall, adjoining to a piece of the 

same Cloon lately set by the Corporation to the Recorder of Limerick and then in possession of 

Christopher Whyte of Limerick Butcher, bounded on the East with the Hill leading to New Castle 

on the West with the Corporation Land aforesaid’39. 

 

In 1696, following the death of Christopher White, the land has been transferred to Alderman 

Peter Sargent, and is recorded as ‘Another piece of the said Cloone, that lies under the said Wall 

formerly set unto Standish Hartstonge Esqre later Recorder, by the said Corporation late in 

                                                           
35 This is the location of the chapel of the former Good Shepherd Convent (now in the campus of the Limerick School of Art & Design. 
36  Mac Spealáin, p. 106. 
37  R. C. Simington, The Civil Survey of Limerick 1654-1656 County of Limerick, Vol. IV, (Dublin, 1928), p. 489. 
38 http://downsurvey.tcd.ie/down-survey-maps.php 
39 Brian Hodkinson, ‘The Limerick Corporation Index of 1843’, North Munster Antiquarian Journal: 1998-99, Vol 39, (2006) pp.91-146, at 
p. 100 

http://downsurvey.tcd.ie/down-survey-maps.php
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possession of Christopher Whyte, and then in the possession of his said Execors bounded on the 

East with the Hill leading to Newcastle on the West with the Corporation land, on the North with 

the Bog or Island belonging to the Corporation in the possession of John Heyward, and then the 

possession of the afsd Executors called and Known by the name of Monymacky’40. 

 

Sargent Family Records 

The area of Cloon and Monamuck remained in the possession of the Sargent family for another 

two centuries. A deed dating to 1883 records the eventual sale of the Monamucky Estate by the 

Sargent family or their representatives and quotes the 1748 lease from the Mayor, Sheriffs and 

corporation of Limerick City to Peter Sargent, Burgess of Limerick. This deed includes a reference 

to, ‘Waste land between Labanamucky and East Watergate. Formerly in possession of Christopher 

White, deceased and then by his eldest daughter Elizabeth Bartley, widow, deceased’41. 

 

The Rent Roll of the Estate of the City of Limerick, 1744-5 gives more detail of the ownership of 

the area by Peter Sargent and the placement of the Park Canal. His (Peter Sargent) first lease was 

in 1739 when he got 6 acres in Cloon plus another part of Cloon containing 1 acre, 3 roods with 

the bog of Labinamucky thrown in, for a rent of £7-0-0. ‘This bog was the land through which the 

canal was made, and through which the new Clare Street was laid out’42. 

Figure 7. 1840 OS map, townland of Monamuck 

 
  

                                                           
40 Ibid., p. 104. 
41 Ibid., p. 121 
42 Noel Murphy, ‘Rent Roll of the Estate of the City of Limerick’, North Munster Antiquarian Journal, Vol. 52, (2012), pp. 23-30 at p. 29. 
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One of the most illuminative records of the use and ownership of the site of the Canal Harbour 

Buildings is a map in the collection of Limerick Museum (Catalogue number 1998.1607). It is a 

copy of Peter Sargent's Lease to Andrew Walsh and Edward Uzuld, dated to the 18th of April 1763. 

"This survey made of the Dwelling House, Slaughter Houses & Yard, Store Houses and Waste pieces 

of ground adjoining thereto lying at East Water Gate and a piece of Ground on the north side of 

the Canal,, the same belonging to Alderman Peter Sargent of the City of Limerick and now sett to 

Mr. Andrew Burgess and Edward Uzuld Gentlemen both of said city."  

Figure 8. Peter Sargent’s Lease to Edward Uzuld and Andrew Welsh, 176343 

 

This map shows the Poulavadra River to the immediate north of the newly constructed canal, in 

the area that Edward Uzuld and Andrew Welsh were about to commence construction of the Lock 

Mills in 1764. An interesting feature of this map is the concentration of slaughterhouses and 

butcher shops in the area of East Watergate and Monamuck listed in the key to the map. Together 

with the previous references to Christopher White (Butcher) in the Corporation Index in 1696 

                                                           
43 http://museum.limerick.ie/index.php/Search/Index?search=1998.1607&searchtype=keyword&x=18&y=15 

http://museum.limerick.ie/index.php/Search/Index?search=1998.1607&searchtype=keyword&x=18&y=15
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owning lands in Monamuck44, it may provide the origin to the naming of the townland. Given that, 

Limerick City was to develop into the largest bacon manufacturer in Ireland from the mid-19th 

century; with large factories operated by O’Mara’s, Matterson’s and Denny’s, giving the city its 

nickname of ‘Pigtown’, the naming of this townland strongly suggests that this industry was 

thriving locally from at least the late 17th century. 

 

2.3:2 History of the Canal System in Ireland 

The economic potential for canalisation in Ireland in the late 17th century can be seen in a quote 

attributed to William of Orange ‘Make canals in Ireland and you will have a second Holland’45. It 

was hoped that a system of canals would not only assist in the drainage of the extensive bogs in 

the midlands of Ireland, but also allow for an increase in the transportation links between Dublin 

and riverine towns such as Athlone, Ballinasloe, Carlow and Limerick.  

 

In the mid-18th century, it was hoped that Ireland could be easily transformed from ‘waste 

territories’ to the granary of an industrialised England, whose dependency on grain imports was 

increasingly substantial46. The implementation of a commercially viable system of canals, 

however, was severely hampered by the existence of several authorities in charge of each canal 

system, with little communication or planning between them. For instance, The Commissioners 

of Inland Navigation, established in 1751 were replaced by The Directors General of Inland 

Navigation by 178747. On a local level, however, the construction and management of the canal 

systems were overseen by a number of Company of Undertakers, (Grand Canal, Royal Canal, 

Limerick to Killaloe Canal etc.). Many of the canals took over forty years to be completed and the 

continuing maintenance of the canal system was a constant drain on resources. 

 

The Grand Canal and the Royal Canal were completed in 1804 and 1807 respectively. By joining 

Dublin with the River Shannon, these canals greatly increased the passenger and cargo 

transportation in Ireland in the early 19th century. By the end of the 19th century, the average 

yearly traffic on the canal system in Ireland exceeded 300,000 tons, however, by this time the 

commercial viability of the canals in Ireland was superseded by the considerable railway system 

that had been constructed from the 1850’s onwards48. 

 

                                                           
44 Hodkinson, pp. 100 & 104. 
45 E.A. Montmorency Morris, ‘Canals and Waterways of Western Europe’, Journal of the Statistical & Social Inquiry Society of Ireland, 
Vol XI, Part LXXXVI, 1905/1906, pp. 381-96, at p. 386. 
46 Thomas Newenham, A View of the Natural, Political & Commercial Circumstances of Ireland, (London, 1809), p. 72. 
47 Ruth Delany, The Shannon Navigation, (Dublin, 2008), p. 37. 
48 E.A. Montmorency Morris, Canals, p. 388. 
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Figure 9. Map of the navigable inland waterways of Ireland49 
  

                                                           
49 Waterways Ireland Heritage Plan 2016-2020, 2016 p. 8. 
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Name of Canal Connects Length Started Completed Closed 

Boyne 

Navigation 

Coldbridge to Navan Co. Meath 31 km 1748 1760 1920 

Grand Canal Grand Canal Dock Dublin to 

Shannon Harbour Co. Offaly 

132 km 1756 1804 Open 

Park Canal Limerick City to Plassey, Co. 

Limerick 

1.6 km 1757 1767 1929 

Athlone Canal River Shannon to Athlone, Co. 

Westmeath 

2.5 km 1757 1780 1840 

Barrow 

Navigation 

Athy Co. Kildare to St Mullins Co. 

Carlow 

65 km 1761 1790 Open 

Errina 

Blackwater 

Canal 

Annahbeg to O'Briensbridge Co. 

Clare 

9 km 1767 1799 1929 

Royal Canal Spenser Dock Dublin to 

Termonbarry Co. Roscommon 

145 km 1790 1807 Open 

Ulster Canal Lough Neagh, Co Armagh to 

Lough Erne, Co. Fermanagh 

74 km 1814 1842 1931 

Ballinasloe 

Canal 

River Shannon to Ballinasloe Co. 

Galway 

23 km 1822 1828 1961 

Shannon-Erne 

waterway 

Lough Erne Co. Fermanagh to 

Leitrim  

63 km 1860 1870 Open 

Table 3. Chronology of the construction of historic canals in Ireland50 

 

  

                                                           
50 Compiled from Andy Wood, Abandoned & Vanished Canals of Ireland, Scotland & Wales, (Chalford, UK, 2015). 
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The Limerick Navigation (the following is based on the article by Charlotte Murphy)51 

The Limerick Navigation system linked the city of Limerick (and thus the estuary of the River 

Shannon) to Lough Derg and the rest of the Shannon Navigation upstream of Killaloe.  

Figure 10. Map showing pre-canal riverine system above Limerick City 

It was laid in five sections. Starting from Limerick and working upstream, these consisted of :: 

1. The Park Canal. This section extended from the canal harbour in Limerick and contained two 

locks. The first tidal lock at the Canal Harbour (Lock Quay Tidal Lock), adjacent to the Abbey River 

provided access to the Limerick Docks and the Shannon Estuary. A second lock, 0.7km to the east 

(Troy’s Lock or Madden’s Lock) controlled the water level between the canal and the River 

Shannon. The Park Canal bypassed the rapids between Athlunkard and Corbally and the Lax Weir 

at Corbally. 

2. A river navigation section from Plassey along a towpath on the southern side of the Shannon 

River. This section terminates at the Plassey Bridge, also known as the Black Bridge. The bridge 

was built in 1840 to replace a ferry. 

3. A second canal from Gilloge to Errina, in County Clare, which contained six locks. This stretch of 

the canal allowed boats to bypass the cataracts on the course of the River Shannon at Sreelane, 

Doonass and Castleconnell. 

4. A river navigation section, on the Shannon itself, from the lowest lock on the Killaloe canal 

through O’Briensbridge to Errina. 

5. A canal bypassing rapids at Killaloe and some distance downstream. This canal had three locks 

                                                           
51 Charlotte Murphy, ‘The Limerick Navigation Company, 1697-1836’, North Munster Antiquarian Journal, Vol. 22, 1980, pp.43-61, at p. 
45. 
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The construction of the first stretch of the canal between Lock Quay and Park (1 & 2) involved the 

realignment of the Poulavadra River and the draining of the adjoining Bartlett’s bog. At the 

midpoint of the proposed canal a seam of limestone bedrock was encountered which delayed 

works considerably. A second lock (Troy’s lock) was placed at this intersection, the remaining 0.8 

kilometers being excavated by hand52. A second artificial cut on the north (Clare) side of the 

Shannon above Plassey, with six locks; Annabeg Lock (3), Gillogue Lock (4), Newtown Lock (5), 

Clonlara Lock (6), Monaskea Lock (7) and Errina lock (8) was planned to avoid the falls at 

Castleconnell and Doonass. 

Figure 11. Map of Limerick to Killaloe Canal53 

A short artificial cut with three locks; Cussane Lock (9), Moys Lock (10), and the Canal Harbour at 

Killaloe were constructed to avoid the falls and eel weirs at Killaloe54. It was not until 1799 that 

the first boats travelled this route and trade on the navigation system commenced and trade 

upriver began in earnest55.  

                                                           
52 John Rainsford, ‘The Old Harbour Canal, Part 1. Commercial Activity’, Old Limerick Journal, Vol. 43, 2009, pp. 46-49, at p. 46. 
53 Charlotte Murphy, Fig. 1. 
54 Ibid., p. 52. 
55 Rainsford, Part 1, ibid. 
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The idea for a canal connecting Limerick and Killaloe was first suggested in 1697. In 1715, draining 

of certain bogs and the preparation of the building of canals in Ireland was begun following an Act 

of Parliament to, Encourage the Draining and Improving of the Boggs and Unprofitable Low 

Grounds, and for easing and dispatching the Inland carriage of Goods from one part to another 

within this Kingdom. The principal Act, however, was passed in 1721, this stated that: any member 

of Parliament or justice of the peace from the counties bordering the proposed navigation were 

automatically canal commissioner. Any five such commissioners, acting together, had the power 

to purchase land or enter into contracts in order to have construction work done on a canal.56 

Further Acts (1729) organised the commissioners into four separate provincial bodies; and 

provided financial resources from defined taxes (renewed in 1751 when the four bodies were 

recombined). In June 1757 William Ockenden began work cutting the canal at Bartlett’s Bog. In 

1764 the quay to the east of Baal’s Bridge was completed and joined the south bank of the canal, 

also in the same year the large mill to the north of the canal was opened.57 The mill contained: six 

pairs of mill-stones for corn, four boulting mills,58 four tucking mills59, and all loads are raised to 

the top of the house, and all that performed by two water-wheels and at the same time. Famous 

stores are likewise built for the reception of corn over the mill dam.60  

 

The Limerick Navigation Company was set up by an Act of Parliament in 1767. The budget granted 

under the Act was £6,000 (sterling) with a further £10,000 (sterling) to be sought from public 

subscription, at £50 minimum. Five shares and upwards entitled subscribers to have a vote. 

Further finance was provided by the right to charge tolls: 15d for every ton and 2d on every 

passenger. Progress was reviewed by Parliament in 1783 and 1788 but it was not until 1799 that 

the first boats travelled this route and trade upriver began in earnest61. . According to a report 

provided by the Navigation Company in 1800, a committee of 10 members and a secretary was 

elected in the first week in January 1799. The committee met every Friday at the First Lock House, 

Limerick and managed the Company’s affairs. Boats could travel from Banagher, Co. Offaly in the 

winter but there was insufficient draught during the summer, so only 10 boats of 15 to 20 tons 

used the navigation. One thousand tons of corn, large quantities of slate and an immense quantity 

of turf had been transported. The tolls for 1799 were £102.10.0, the salaries (Treasurer, Secretary, 

                                                           
56 Ibid. 
57 Ibid. 
58 A sifting process involved in flour production.  
59 Textiles, producing a heavy felted cloth from wool. 
60 M. Lenihan, p. 346. 
61 Rainsford, Part 1, ibid. 
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overseer, and 9 lock-keepers) were £120.15.0 and the Company owed a further £1,000. A statute 

of 1800 replaced the Commissioners with a new public department to control inland navigation, 

the Directors-General of Inland Navigation. This did not replace the Limerick Navigation Company 

and its shareholders, however, who were local rich landowners and wealthy merchants 

inexperienced in running such operations.  

A detailed report by John Brownrigg, Surveyor, on the Limerick to Killaloe section of the canal was 

submitted to the Directors-General of Inland Navigation in 1801. He was particularly critical of the 

Limerick end of the system, where there was no canal harbour, no wharfinger (manager to point 

out berths) and no officer to prevent vandalism. In addition one bank was totally taken over by 

owners of the Lock Mills and the other was ‘given over to the sale of turf’. The waters of the canal 

were rented to the owners of the Lock Mills for £40 per annum. He regretted that the wet dock 

at Custom House Quay (on the Shannon) where it was planned to keep 20 sea-vessels, had not 

been completed. He also recorded the type of boats in use, flat-bottomed boats, from 6-8 tons, 

were used chiefly around Limerick. They usually carried turf, sand, lime, brick, stone, timber, coals 

and dung and were managed by two men, who were almost always the owners. Another boat, 

called a lighter, of almost the same shape, had a burthen of twelve to sixteen tons; however, it 

was not so numerous and was worked by four men, none of whom were owners. The cargo carried 

consisted of bricks, turf, coal, timber and ballast for shipping.  

As a result of Brownrigg’s report and another in 1802 from the Company, the Directors-General 

recommended that £16,000 be given to the Company to complete the system satisfactorily. In 

1803 the Directors-General undertook to complete the navigation initially by 1807 but it was still 

in dispute by 1830, when an Act of Parliament dealt with the long-standing problem of Baal’s 

Bridge (the downstream impediment to traffic reaching the Shannon) and at the same time set 

up a new Limerick Navigation Company. This lasted until 1836 when the Limerick to Killaloe canal 

was taken over by the Shannon Commissioners. In that year the revenue from tolls was £1,514; 

14,600 passengers had been carried and the tonnage of goods carried amounted to 36,018.62 

 

The comparative failure of the Irish canals is perhaps due more to the successive shifting of 

responsibility for their conduct and maintenance between State Departments, mixed Boards, local 

Companies, and private Companies, than to any intrinsic fault in the system itself63. 

 

  

                                                           
62 Charlotte Murphy, p.61 
63 E.A. Montmorency Morris, Canals, p. 387. 
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Figure 12. 1840 OS map showing the Lock Quay canal lock and ancillary industries64 
 

Figure 13. Conveyance by water on the inland navigation system in 1846 

  

                                                           
64 O’Flaherty, IHTA, Map 2. 
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The Ardnacrusha Scheme and its effect on the Limerick Navigation 

 

After the construction of the hydro-electric power station at Ardnacrusha between 1925 and 1929 

and its associated weir at Parteen Villa, which raised the water level and flooded an area 

downstream of Killaloe, the Limerick Navigation system ceased to be navigable. The Limerick to 

Killaloe Navigation was replaced by a new canal system through the power station via a canal at 

Parteen consisting of the Headrace and Tailrace Canals.  

Figure 14. Map showing the current canal system above Limerick City. 

 

Although navigation on the Park Canal and Errina Canal sections of the Limerick to Killaloe 

navigation was closed in 1929 with the opening of the Ardnacrusha Power Station, the Canal 

Harbour at the western end of the Park Canal remained open until 1960.  
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The Grand Canal Company continued to operate the Canal Harbour, with Arthur Guinness & Sons 

Ltd as the sole client in the delivery and distribution of Guinness stout to Limerick City and County. 

The Guinness barges now used the Headrace and Tailrace Canals to reach Limerick City, with the 

Canal Harbour area functioning as a distribution centre for the offloading of cargo. Arthur 

Guinness & Sons Ltd operated from the former Dublin Steam packet Company stores on the south 

side of the Canal Harbour. Ultimately the transport of Guinness was transferred to the railway 

system. With the eventual closure of the Grand Canal Company operations in Limerick in 1960, 

commercial and industrial operations at the Canal harbour finally ceased.  

 

 

Plate 2. Barge on canal in 1955 Building B reduced in height in background 65 

 

Previous restoration programmes at Lock Quay and the Park Canal 

The area of the Canal Harbour and Park Canal continued to be very popular with local residents, 

especially children as a safe location to learn swimming and fishing. After the closure of the canal 

system at Limerick in 1960, the Canal Harbour area became derelict. The once thriving harbour fell 

silent and the associated industries were lost. Though the economic basis for the canal no longer 

                                                           
65 https://memorylanelimerick.com/p710322907/h240ca39f#h240ca39f 
 

https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=17268&d=2IOf3loj4H9911Sd_d6SMpO9AlRy_RJGe1Ui2x-7ng&s=68&u=https%3a%2f%2fmemorylanelimerick%2ecom%2fp710322907%2fh240ca39f%23h240ca39f
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existed, the potential for canal restoration and tourism could be seen in contemporary projects 

underway in England and France66. Over 20 years passed, however, before concerted efforts were 

made to clean and restore the canal area in Limerick.  

 

 

Canal Restoration Association:  

In 1982, the Canal Restoration Association was set up by a number of local volunteers with the aim 

of clearing the canal of debris. They also petitioned for the re-opening of the canal as a recreational 

amenity. In 1985, a Department of Labour Youth Employment Scheme undertook a 20-week cleaning 

programme along the length of the canal in co-ordination with the Canal Restoration Association. 

 

Limerick Civic Trust:  

In 1995 the Limerick Civic Trust, with the support of Limerick City Council, began the Canal Project, 

which greatly enhanced the public realm of the area. The Canal Project involved the restoration of 

the Uzuld Bridge and landscaping at Lock Quay, cleaning of the towpaths, enhancing the public realm 

and landscaping at Troy’s Lock and the erection of a new pedestrian bridge at the head of the canal. 

Named the Guinness Bridge, it greatly increased the permeability and access to the suburbs of the 

city and the River Shannon. The Limerick Civic Trust was awarded the FÁS National Infrastructure 

Award in 1996 for the Canal Project.  

 

 

Plate 3. The Uzuld Bridge at the Canal Harbour 1995 (before & after) 

  

                                                           
66 Limerick Leader article, Let’s Spring Clean the Grand Canal, 05.04.1969 
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Water in Historic City Centres:  

 

From 2003 to 2006, Limerick City Council took part in the Water in Historic City Centres project (WIHCC). 

This was part of an Interreg IIB NEW programme as part of the European Spatial Development Fund. A 

total of €1.3m was allocated for the project from the EU, with Limerick City Council and Shannon 

Development each contributing €250,000 for the Canal Project. As part of the WIHCC project Limerick 

City Council undertook an extensive dredging programme along the length of the Park Canal, 

unfortunately the proposed aim of re-opening the canal to small craft was not achieved due to 

difficulties in dredging the area of Troy’s/Madden’s Lock. A programme of vegetation clearance was 

undertaken along the former towpaths in order to create segregated walkways and cycle paths along 

the canal. As well as this, significant upgrades to the public realm infrastructure in the area of the Canal 

Harbour were installed, including new street lamps and street furniture. The former Guinness stores on 

the south side of the canal (NIAH 21513048), which was in a dilapidated state was removed to make 

way for the new walkways and cycle paths. At the Canal Harbour entrance, Waterways Ireland installed 

a pair of new automated lock gates during this period. 

 

Plate 4. Installation of new street lighting and restored industrial features 
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Year Event Description 

1697 Report to Irish House of Commons Petition to Grand Jury, Justices of Peace, Gentlemen and Freeholders of County Galway. Making the Shannon Navigable from Co. Limerick to Co. Leitrim. 
Estimated cost £14,000 

1703 Report to Irish House of Commons Committee appointed to meet in the Speaker’s chamber to prepare a Bill to make the Shannon navigable 

1721 Act of Parliament For the further amendment of the 1715 Law.  

1757 Construction of the Park Canal commences.  On the 13th of June, 1757, the workmen began to cut the canal at Bartlett's Bog, and in the following year it was opened up to the Shannon at Rebogue. It 
was mainly through Mr. Pery's influence and exertions that the following grants of public money were made to Limerick by the Irish Parliament  

1761 Committee appointed by the House of 
Commons.  

Committee appointed to enquire into the application of £4,000 (part of the sum allocated by Parliament to make the Shannon navigable from Limerick to 
Killaloe), to examine the state of work on the navigation. £401.2.9 was deemed sufficient to complete the section from Limerick to Reboge. The Canal 
Management Committee met every Friday in the First Lock House to discuss the Company's affairs. 

1767 Founding of the Limerick Navigation Company The Limerick Navigation Company was set up by an Act of Parliament. An Act for applying the Sum of Six Thousand Pounds, granted by Parliament to the 
Corporation promoting inland Navigation in this Kingdom, to be by them applied in carrying out a Navigation from the City of Limerick to the deep navigable 
Water above the Town of Killaloe and for the encouraging other Persons to subscribe for carrying on and completing the said Work at their own Expense. 

1768 Company of Undertakers Subscription was raised by a Company of Undertakers to make the Shannon Navigable. This Company was incorporated by an Act of Parliament and a sum 
of £10,000 raised by subscribers. Amongst the subscribers was Edmond Sexton Pery, Sir Henry Hartstonge, Sir Lucius OBrien, Rev William Sexton Pery, 
William Maunsell, Thomas Maunsell, John Tunnadine, Andrew Welsh, Thomas Mark 

1771 Founding of the Pery Charitable Loan Fund. The Pery Charitable Loan Fund was established in 1771, for the relief of poor tradesmen working on the canal, by granting them loans of three guineas, to 
be paid back in instalments of 1/4 a week. 

1799 Opening of Limerick to Killaloe Navigation to 
navigation 

Given the difficulties involved in cutting the canals (especially the Errina-Blackwater section), it was not until 1799 that boats finally travelled from Killaloe to 
Limerick via Annabeg 

1800 Directors General of Inland Navigation is set up Following a Statute in 1800 this body took over control from local undertaker committees in overseeing the completion of works and maintenance of the 
inland navigation systems 

1801 Publication of the Brownrigg's Report A detailed report dated 1st September 1801 by John Browrigg, Surveyor of the Limerick to Killaloe section of the canal for the Directors General of Inland 
Navigation. Published as, ‘The Product of Forty-four Years' Work (1757-1801)’. 

1813 Directors General of Inland Navigation In 1813 the British government bought out the Limerick Navigation Company and vested powers in the Directors General of Inland Navigation 

1822 Introduction of steam boats on canal In 1822, John Grantham (late of the 11th Dragoons), a Civil Engineer of exceptional and versatile expertise, successfully introduced steam-boats to the 
Shannon lakes and the Limerick-Killaloe Canal. 

1851 Setting up of the Grand Canal Company In 1851, trading on the Shannon was taken over by the Grand Canal Company and the passenger service was further curtailed. 

1852 End of passenger boats on the Limerick to 
Killaloe navigation 

In the year 1852 the Grand Canal Company found it no longer profitable to continue running their passenger boats on the Limerick to Killaloe section. The 
Grand Canal Company would focus on the transportation of cargo from this point on. 

1880 Transport of Guinness on Grand Canal barges In the 1880s, Guinness began sending their porter to Limerick by canal, undercutting the local breweries. Limerick Guinness drinkers maintained that the 4-
5 day voyage on the calm waters, allowed the porter to mature, so that the pint served in Limerick was the best in Ireland! 

1929 Ardnacrusha Power Station The Ardnacrusha Power Station in 1929, with the opening of the Headrace and Tailrace canals effectively closed the Park and Errina canals for navigation. 

1950 Amalgamation of Grand Canal Company & CIE The Grand Canal Company merged with CIE in 1950 and jointly controlled the running of the canal.  

1960 Closure of canal In 1960, the Limerick Canal was finally closed as a commercial waterway and the transport of stout by canal was ended. From then onwards, the 200 
licensed premises in Limerick got their supplies by rail from Dublin. Guinness sold its 56 working barges at public auction soon after. 

Table 4. Timeline of the operation of the Limerick Navigation System 
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2.3:3 History of the Canal Harbour Buildings 

The Canal Harbour Buildings currently consists of a pair of attached stone and brick buildings, built 

in the 1760s, on the north pier of the Lock Quay Canal Harbour. These buildings functioned in a 

variety of capacities for the Limerick to Killaloe Canal and later the Grand Canal Company in 

Limerick City until the closure of the canal system in 1960. 

The first written reference to the Canal Harbour Buildings is in 1761, when the Canal Management 

Committee met every Friday in the ‘First Lock House’ to discuss the Company's affairs, though no 

building is shown on the 1763 lease (Figure 8). The Canal Harbour Buildings does not appear in 

the cartographic record until 1786, in the map of Limerick by Claude Joseph Sauthier.67 This map 

shows a building with a clear rectangular plan. This may depict the original ground plan of the 

buildings prior to the extension at the south with the addition of Building B, giving the site its 

peculiar L-shaped plan. The report of the Limerick Navigation Company in 1799 reiterates that the 

committee met in the First Lock House, Limerick, every Friday to manage the company’s affairs. It 

was the first lock on the system and Lockhouse is the usual name given to the residence of the 

lock-keeper. Mr. Brownrigg’s report of 1801 states that an overseer resided in a navigation house 

at the first lock, and here also the company met to discuss its business; situated here also were 

two yards and a storehouse. He describes the lock as ‘a fine and costly piece of work of much 

‘needless ornament‘ and it was capable of holding vessels of 150 tons burthen.68 

Figure 15 Detail of Sauthier map of Limerick City 1786 showing Canal Harbour  

                                                           
67 O’Flaherty, Map No. 19. 
68 Charlotte Murphy, p. 49. 
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The various trade directory entries and obituaries for Limerick City that have been digitised by the 

Local Studies section of Limerick City Library were cross-referenced to provide the inhabitants of 

the buildings from the early 19th century onwards. (See Table 5 below). Throughout this period the 

buildings were described as the ‘Collector’s House’. 

 

Year Description Source 

1900-1930 John J. Johnson: Manager and Collector for Grand Canal Company at Limerick City OLJ Vol. 44 p. 58 

1905 Shannon Navigation Board of Works Office at Canal Harbour 

Inspector: Francis Dudley Fletcher; Collector: James Killeen 

Slater’s Directory 

1900 Jeffs, Thomas, Grand Canal Office. 1898 Limerick Field Club, 1900 

1895-1900 Thomas Jeffs: Manager and Collector for Grand Canal Company at Limerick City OLJ Vol. 44 p. 58 

1894 Shannon Navigation Board of Works, Canal Harbour 

Resident Engineer & Collector: Thomas P.S. Crosthwaite 

Slater’s Directory 

1870 William Bradswhaw. Collector, Shannon Navigation Collector's Office Slater’s Directory 

1850 Ruben H. Todhunter Esq. Commissioners of Public Works Griffith’s Valuation 

1846 John Blair Esq. Canal House. Pro-Collector Slater’s Directory 

1815 Tim Mackey, Collector and Supervisor; Roger Hourigan, Lock-keeper, Limerick NMAJ Vol 22 1980 

Table 5. Timeline of the occupation of Canal Harbour Buildings 

 

The records of the Rate Valuation Books for Limerick City indicate that, from 1937 to 1956, John J. 

Johnson, manager of both the Grand Canal Company and the Arthur Guinness & Son Ltd 

operations in Limerick, occupied the building. Johnson and his family were to be the last 

occupants. The site being known sometimes locally as ‘Johnson's’. Interestingly in 1936 following 

numerous discussions with learned friends and acquaintances John J. Johnson was instrumental 

in establishing the Limerick City Gallery of Art, which holds the collection of Limerick City & County.  

 

These buildings have been in a derelict state since 1960. This has led to some confusion as to the 

origin and purpose of the Canal Harbour Buildings, local tradition and several published sources 

state that the buildings were previously used as a hotel and/or a lock keeper’s house69. The NIAH 

suggests that the buildings may have been built as Lock Keeper’s Houses. This attribution was 

reinforced by the name Lock House which is the normal name used for a lock-keeper’s house. 

Some local residents still refer to the buildings as the Lock Keeper’s House. A desktop survey of 

available valuation records for Limerick City, which includes the Griffith Valuation of Ireland 1847-

64 and Rate Valuation Books for Limerick City, 1893-1971 indicates that, certainly by the mid-

                                                           
69 Kevin Hannan, ‘Memories of the Old Canal’, Old Limerick Journal, Vol. 7, 1981, pp. 11-12, p. 11. Limerick Leader newspaper article 
11.08.1984. St Patrick’s People,. 
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nineteenth century, the Lock Keeper’s House at the Canal Harbour in Limerick was actually located 

on the south side of the canal.70  

 

Other historical sources stated that the buildings were also previously used as a hotel, ‘At the 

Limerick terminus the hotel was situated where the Canal joined the Abbey River. This building, 

now in ruin, was once the venue for meetings of the "Independent Club", founded in Limerick by 

Tom Steele, O'Connell's best friend.’71  

This reference to the Canal Harbour Buildings being in use as a hotel likely originates with the 

location of another building on the Park Canal that is depicted in the 1840 Ordnance survey map 

as ‘Canal House’. The second ‘Canal House’ is located on the south side of the canal, adjacent to 

Troy’s/Madden’s Lock, some 700m to the east of the Canal Harbour. Operated by the Harrold 

family for generations it ceased operations as a hotel in the late 19th century. The colloquial naming 

of two separate buildings as ‘Canal House’, within the same locality probably lead to the confusion. 

 

Plate 5. Canal Harbour Buildings circa 194072 

 

                                                           
70 Rate Valuation Books, 1893-1971, Limerick Archives MSS L/FR/RB/2/1/17-33-42-50 
https://www.limerick.ie/discover/explore/historical-resources/limerick-archives/archive-collections/rate-valuation-books 
71 Kevin Hannan, ‘Memories’, p. 12. 
72 Seán Curtin, Stroll Down Memory Lane, (Limerick, 2009), p. 37. 

https://www.limerick.ie/discover/explore/historical-resources/limerick-archives/archive-collections/rate-valuation-books
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3. Structure & condition 

 

Site Survey of Canal Harbour Buildings 

The Canal Harbour Office Buildings are located on the north side of the Lock Quay Canal Harbour, 

to the north of the Lock Quay Bridge (Uzuld Bridge). The site is accessed by a set of steps at the 

north-western end of the bridge. The site consist of a pair of attached stone and brick buildings, 

built c. 1760 which functioned as the Manager’s and Collector’s Office for the Limerick to Killaloe 

Canal and later the Grand Canal Company in Limerick City73. Historic photographs indicate the 

building to the east was previously a two-storey structure. 

Figure16. Plan of Canal Harbour Buildings and Canal Lock System 

 

The Canal Harbour Buildings were constructed in two distinct phases, there are also architectural 

details that indicate that the pair of buildings were adapted structurally over time. For the 

purposes of the Conservation and Management Plan, the buildings have been given separate 

designations, Building A and Building B.  

                                                           
73 John Rainsford, Part 1, p. 47. 
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Plate 6. Canal Harbour Buildings A & B, front façade (from S) 

 

Building A: 

The building to the west (Building A) is currently a four-bay two-storey random rubble limestone 

building with eaves constructed with a diagonal red brick course. The total ground floor area of 

Building A is 89.6 square metres. The south elevation of building A is 12m in length east-west and 

survives to a height of 5.5m. On the southern elevation the central doorway has been narrowed 

and is blocked off with a steel door, the two ground floor windows are blocked by concrete blocks. 

In total, on the southern elevation there are six segmental-arched gauged brick window openings 

with cut limestone sills, 2 at ground floor and 4 at first floor level. Above the doorway there is an-

infilled window which indicates that the original elevation was a symmetric three-bay layout. 

The western elevation of Building A is 6.4m in length north-south and survives to a height of 

5.75m. It is single bay, with a doorway, off-centre, that was later shortened and converted into a 

window, now blocked. Directly above this, there is brick infill that suggests another opening. 

Historic photographs indicate that the western elevation was gable ended with a centrally placed 

small window. At the base of the western elevation there is a chamfered plinth running along its 

length. 

The northern elevation of Building A forms the northern side of the Canal Harbour quay wall. The 

chamfered plinth continues from the base of the western wall and at the north is located well 

over 1m above current external ground level. The north elevation of Building A is 16.5m in length. 

This elevation is two-bay and two-storey, built of random rubble limestone. Due to inaccessibility 

and vegetation growth it is not clear if the entire north wall of both buildings was built as a single 

unit, but it appears likely. 
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Figure 17. Elevation drawings of the Canal Harbour Buildings 

Building B: 

The southern elevation of Building B is 10.8m in length east-west and survives to a height of 5.7m. 

The total ground floor area of Building B is 94.12 square metres. Currently Building B is single-

storey. It is three-bay with red brick walls laid in Flemish bond with a chamfered ashlar limestone 

plinth course on a rubble sandstone plinth wall. 74 

The western exterior elevation of Building B is 2.52m in length north-south and survives to a 

height of 5.75m. This wall contains a single narrow doorway, at the same level as the doorway on 

Building A. At this level it interrupts the chamfered ashlar limestone plinth and its head is at the 

level of the basal sills of the windows on the south elevation. A fixed steel gate now blocks this 

doorway. Internally there are indications of a fireplace on the northern half of the west wall. 

The east elevation of Building B is 9.9m in length north-south and survives to a height of 2.8m 

above the adjoining modern ground level. It is much defaced and is obscured by two short lengths 

of steel fencing. It is three bay, two doors and a window to the north, each of the openings have 

been blocked up by brick or blockwork. Historic mapping and photographic sources show that 

there was a set of steps leading down to the central doorway on the eastern elevation. A diagonal 

brick course survives for half the length of this elevation of Building B.  

The northern elevation of Building B is also part of the northern side of the Canal Harbour quay 

wall. The north elevation of Building B is 7.5m in length east-west and survives to a height of 

approximately 5.7m. Access to visual inspection was limited given its location and vegetation 

growth. Historic photographs indicate a possible doorway and a set of three windows placed 

above one another near the junction of Buildings A & B. 

 

                                                           
74 https://www.buildingsofireland.ie/buildings-search/building/21513051/limerick-city 

https://www.buildingsofireland.ie/buildings-search/building/21513051/limerick-city
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Plate 7. Photograph of canal, eastern elevation of Building B in right background75 

 

 

Plate 8. From up river on the Abbey River, showing northern elevation (left background)76  

                                                           
75 Sean Curtin, Vol 9, p. 27 
76 Limerick City & County Museum 1988.0159.10 http://museum.limerick.ie/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/object_id/40182 

http://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=17268&d=2IOf3loj4H9911Sd_d6SMpO9AlRy_RJGe1B13k3oyA&s=68&u=http%3a%2f%2fmuseum%2elimerick%2eie%2findex%2ephp%2fDetail%2fObject%2fShow%2fobject%5fid%2f40182
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Photographic record of Canal Harbour Buildings 

Plate 9. Building A: Interior West Wall, with later concrete shed  
 
 
 

Plate 10. Building A: Interior South Wall, with dumped or cleared collapsed material 
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Plate 11. Building A: Interior North Wall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Plate 12. Building A: Interior East Walls 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Plate 13. Building A: Interior  
Eastern return at south in foreground 
(South wall of Building B in background) 
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Plate 14. Building B, Interior, West Walls 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plate 15. Building B, Interior, South Wall 
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Plate 16. Building B, Interior, East Wall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plate 17. Building B, Interior, North Wall 
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Plate 18. Building A, Exterior West Wall, with detail of infill on original door 
 
 
 
 

 
Plate 19. Building A, Exterior North Wall 
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Structural phases of the Canal Harbour Buildings 

Parts of the eastern end of the building are inaccessible or obscured by vegetation, fill or plaster, 

however, based on the information available, the following chronology is proposed.  

 

Figure 18. Canal Harbour Buildings: Phase 1 

 

 

The original structure was a long rectangular two-storey gable-ended building, with an attic and 

an inward dog-leg on the front at the east end. The north wall doubled as the quay wall facing out 

to the channel around Grove Island and as such, the north wall appears to have been built as a 

unit for the entire length of both buildings. The building may have housed the Lock-Keeper 

originally, but from the start it was also the headquarters of the Canal Management Committee.  

 

It was subsequently remodelled at the east, possibly within its first decade of operation. The 

original inward dog-leg was reversed on the southern façade. A second floor was added while the 

original ground floor appears to have become a semi-basement. It is likely that the remodelling 

divided the buildings completely (the wide gable chimneystack at the rear of Building B (Plate 5) 

was most likely constructed from the ground, creating a masonry division between the two units 
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as well as providing both sides with fireplaces). The southern door on the east leads into a wide 

corridor, indicated by the internal brick wall. This may have functioned as a public office.  

 

 

Figure 19. Canal Harbour Buildings Phase 2 

 

Work on the canal commenced in 1757 and the building was being used by the Canal Management 

Committee in 1761. The building is shown on the 1786 map as a long rectangular building but on 

the 1st edition OS map 1840s it was depicted with its current L-shape. Various architectural 

features on Building B would suggest, however, that the remodelling was 18th century.  

 

Nessa Roche (Senior Architectural Advisor, Built Heritage and Architectural Advisory Unit, 

Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht) has pointed to the relatively deep eaves, the 

window ratio (the lower windows are smaller than the upper, Plate 5), the coherent three bay 

east (front) elevation and in particular, the nosed limestone window sills which were no longer in 

fashion by the1770s.  

 

The Limerick Navigation Company was set up in 1767. This may have prompted a reordering and 

upgrading of a modest building to meet the expectations of a headquarters for the Limerick 

businessmen who formed the Company. 
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Figure 20. Reconstruction elevation drawings of Canal Harbour Buildings in 20th century 

 

 
Figure. 21. 3D reconstruction of the Canal Harbour Buildings and the Lock Mills & the Canal 

Brewery in the background 
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4. Ecology and green spaces 

The EU Birds and Habitat Directive (European Communities (Birds & Natural Habitats) 

Regulations 2011) obliges member states to establish a network of designated conservation 

areas known as the Natura 2000 (N2K) Network. The N2K network includes sites designated as 

Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), under the EU Habitats Directive and Special Protection 

Areas (SPAs) under the EU Birds Directive. Article 6 of the EU Habitats Directive imposes strict 

land-use control measures on SACs and SPAs, with Articles 6(3) and 6(4) establishing a prior 

authorisation process for any land-use plan or project likely to have a significant effect on an 

N2K site. The designation of the Lower River Shannon as a Special Area of Conservation 

highlights the ecological significance of the River and its associated habitats and species. The 

proximity of The Lock Quay Harbour Buildings to the SAC presents a number of requirements in 

terms of proper planning and management of this ecological resource.  

The Irish Wildlife (Amendment) Act 2000, prohibits vegetation clearance during the nesting 

season, March 1st to August 31st inclusive. 

In addition, the Limerick City Development Plan 2010-16 (extended), in its recognition of the 

importance of Rivers and WaterwaysSection 11.7 cites that they: 

Provide for the preservation and enhancement of wildlife habitats and natural corridors 

 

Environmental Context of the Canal Harbour Buildings: 

The Canal Harbour buildings are located at the western end of the 1.5 km long Park Canal, on the 

northern side of the canal entrance. They are situated on the east side of the Abbey River (An 

Gabhal Beag), 500m from the confluence of the Abbey and Shannon rivers. The site is located 

within the catchment of the Lower River Shannon SAC (site code 2165)77. 

 

Lower River Shannon SAC (site code 2165) 

This very large site stretches along the Shannon valley from Killaloe in Co. Clare to Loop Head/ 

Kerry Head, a distance of some 120 km. The site thus encompasses the Shannon, Feale, Mulkear 

and Fergus estuaries, the freshwater lower reaches of the River Shannon (between Killaloe and 

Limerick), the freshwater stretches of much of the Feale and Mulkear catchments and the marine 

area between Loop Head and Kerry Head. The Lower Shannon SAC covers an area of 683 square 

km, within which a total of 57 species are protected. This includes 50 species of birds, 5 fish 

                                                           
77 https://www.npws.ie/protected-sites/sac/002165 

https://www.npws.ie/protected-sites/sac/002165
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species, 1 invertebrate species and 2 species of mammal. As well as this, there are 11 habitat types 

that are protected within the Lower Shannon SAC. 

Figure 22. Map of site within Lower Shannon SAC 

 

Features of Interest 

Invertebrate: Freshwater Pearl Mussel, (Margaritifera margaritifera) [1029]; 

Fish: Sea Lamprey, (Petromyzon marinus) [1095]; Brook Lamprey (Lampetra planeri) [1096]; River 

Lamprey (Lampetra fluviatilis) [1099]; Twaite Shad (Allosa fallax fallax) and Salmon (Salmo salar) 

[1106]; 

Mammals: Common Bottlenose Dolphin (Tursiops truncatus) [1349]; Otter (Lutra lutra) [1355]; 

Habitats: Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sea water all the time [1110]; Estuaries [1130]; 

Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide [1140]; Coastal lagoons [1150]; Large 

shallow inlets and bays [1160]; Reefs [1170]; Perennial vegetation of stony banks [1220]; 

Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts [1230]; Salicornia and other annuals 

colonising mud and sand [1310]; Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae) 

[1330]; Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) [1410]; Water courses of plain to 

montane levels with the Ranunculion fluitantis and Callitricho-Batrachion vegetation [3260]; 

Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden soils (Molinion caeruleae) [6410]; 

Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion 

albae) [91E0]; 
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Extract from the SAC reports with particular reference to Lock Quay 

This SAC has been selected for one woodland type listed in Annex I of the Habitats Directive: • 

91EO Alluvial forests with alder (Alnus glutinosa) and ash (Fraxinus excelsior) (Alno-Padion, Alnion 

incanae, Salicion albae)……..Gallery woodland (Salicion albae) (classified as WN5 by Fossitt (2000)) 

dominated by tree willows forming small, narrow stands on the river banks and islands where the 

trees are subject to frequent flooding and/or have their roots permanently in water. They occur 

principally upstream of Limerick.78  

While not listed as a location for alluvial woodland, Grove Island abutting the Lock Quay to the 

north, is largely willow and subject to periodic flooding. 

 

A number of plant species that are listed in the Irish Red Data Book occur within the SAC site, and 

several of these are protected under the Flora (Protection) Order, 1999. These include Triangular 

Club-rush (Scirpus triquetrus), a species which is only found in Ireland only in the Shannon Estuary, 

where it borders creeks in the inner estuary and Opposite-leaved Pondweed (Groenlandia densa) 

which is found in the Shannon where it passes through Limerick City. 

One of the closest locations to the Lock Quay where Triangular Club-rush is found is at Barringtons 

Quay, where the tidal mud offers suitable habitat. There has been historical records of Opposite-

leaved Pondweed (Groenlandia densa) in the park canal, but Reynolds79 has indicated that it was 

not present in the canal at that date. A 2017 survey by the Limerick City and County Heritage 

Officer for remedial works to the Park Canal Bridge did not find the species at that location. This 

is approximately 800m upstream of the Canal Harbour Buildings. 

There are Bryophyte-rich communities on the wall of Charlotte Quay on the Abbey River 

(opposite). To the immediate west of the Canal Harbour buildings there is a spit of land. This small 

spit of land is overgrown with vegetation which includes; Willow (Salix), Ash (Fraxinus), Sycamore 

(Acer pseudoplatanus), Buddleia (Buddleia davidii), Ivy (Hedera Hibernica), Valerian (Valeriana 

officinalis), Hawthorn (Crataegus), Common Nettle (Urtica dioica), Hedge Woundwort (Stachys 

sylvatica), Bracken (Pteridium aquilinum), and the invasive species Giant Hogweed (Heracleum 

mantegazzianum).  

 
Development proposals within SACs are subject to appropriate assessment as required under 

Article 6 (3) and 6 (4) of the Habitats Directive. The methodology involves a number of steps and 

tests to be applied in sequential order. To ensure that development activities do not result in 

                                                           
78 
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/002165_Lower%20River%20Shannon%20SAC%20Woodland%20Supportin
g%20Doc_V1.pdf p.2 
79 Sylvia Reynolds, The Flora of County Limerick, (Dublin, 2013). 

https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/002165_Lower%20River%20Shannon%20SAC%20Woodland%20Supporting%20Doc_V1.pdf
https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/002165_Lower%20River%20Shannon%20SAC%20Woodland%20Supporting%20Doc_V1.pdf
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significant effects on the conservation management objectives of Natura 2000 sites including the 

Lower River Shannon SAC, the methodology for undertaking AA screening should use the 

following guidelines: 

(a) Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government (DEHLG) (2010). Appropriate 

Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland: Guidance for Planning Authorities. Second Edition, 

February, 2010.80 

(b) European Commission (2002). Assessment of plans and projects significantly affecting Natura 

2000 sites. Methodological guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats 

Directive 92/43/EEC. Luxembourg.81 

A bat survey of the existing structure and surrounding area should be carried out by a suitably 

qualified ecologist prior to any works taking place, to ensure no roosting bats present are 

disturbed during any future works or alterations in the management regime. Bats are protected 

species under the Wildlife Act 1976 and 2000 and annexed species under the EU Habitats 

Directive. A bat survey report should be submitted to the Department for comments before any 

works commence. If bats are found to use the site, a license will be required from National Parks 

and Wildlife Service under the Wildlife Acts of 1976 and 2000. 

 

Plate 20. Grove Island 

  

                                                           
80 https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/NPWS_2009_AA_Guidance.pdf 
81 https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/docs/art6/natura_2000_assess_en.pdf 

https://www.npws.ie/sites/default/files/publications/pdf/NPWS_2009_AA_Guidance.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/management/docs/art6/natura_2000_assess_en.pdf
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5. Setting 

Local cultural context of Park Canal and environs 

 

Figure 23. Scenic suburban walking routes accessed via the Park Canal 

 

The map above shows the strategic location of the Lock Quay as the entry point to and from the 

inner city to an array of walking and cycling routes. The 1.6km long Park Canal is unfortunately 

closed to navigation but both towpaths to the north and south of the canal have been restored by 

Limerick City and County Council and are maintained by the Limerick Civic Trust. The southern 

towpath was recently redeveloped by Limerick Smarter Travel as a shared walkway and cycleway 

and is a very popular recreational amenity, especially for the residents of the suburbs of Park and 

Reboge. To the north of the Park Canal is the Shannon Fields pathway on the western bank of the 

Old River Shannon, this route was recently redeveloped by Limerick Smarter Travel as a shared 

walkway and cycleway and is a very popular recreational amenity, especially for the residents of 

the suburb of Corbally. 

To the East of the Park Canal is the University of Limerick (UL) Towpath route on the southern bank 

of the Old River Shannon, this route was recently redeveloped by Limerick Smarter Travel as a 

shared walkway and cycleway and is a very popular recreational amenity, especially for the 

residents of the suburbs of Reboge, Castletroy and the 14,000 students at the University of 

Limerick. On the opposite bank of the Old River Shannon in County Clare, the Lough Derg Way 

follows the route of the former Errina Canal which rejoins the Old River Shannon above 

Castleconnell. This pathway is quite overgrown and is in need of restoration. 
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Figure 24. Map of commercial, cultural & educational institutions in the area of the Park Canal 

 

This map shows the range of infrastructure and amenities in the immediate vicinity to the Lock 

Quay. There are number of schools, both primary (5-11years), secondary (12-18years) and the 

third level, Limerick School of Art & Design. To the north of the tow-path there are two playing 

pitches, rugby (St. Mary’s RFC) and football (Abbey Rovers FC), located on either side of a small 

lake. To the south of the tow-path there is a small urban park (Limerick City & County Council) 

which opens up the tow-path to Clare Street. While further along the canal there is another rugby 

pitch (Richmond RFC). Up river on the Abbey, beyond Athlunkard Bridge is Athkunkard Boat Club. 

 

These two maps show how accessible the Lock Quay Harbour is to a network of sporting and 

leisure facilities, how permeable the site is, how it links the city centre with the eastern suburbs 

and the broader hinterland of homes, schools and businesses to which its re-use could make a 

contribution. 

 

The setting of the Canal Harbour Buildings was also considered in respect to the amenities offered 

along the Park Canal. The Smarter Travel project installed a range of infrastructure along the 

towpaths. This included the installation of signage, seating, exercise machines, bike stations and 

lighting. In addition, there is some infrastructure & signage from previous projects.  
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Figure 25. Plan of amenities in the Canal Harbour area 
 

Wayfinding signs: There are a number of wayfinding signs in the Canal Harbour area. There is a 

fingerpost sign and a pillar indicating the trailhead of the Lough Derg Way. There are three 

fingerpost signs installed for Limerick Smarter Travel that indicate the direction and distance 

between the city centre and the University of Limerick, Corbally and Reboge. There are also signs 

for the Limerick Olympic Trails (Frank O’Mara & Michael O’Shea), these signs will need to be 

replaced in order to correspond with the new Limerick City Walking Route maps.  

 

Plaques: There are two plaques at the Canal Harbour dedicated to two previous restoration 

projects. On the western side of the Uzuld Bridge, there is a plaque inscribed ‘Lock Quay, Built 

1757. Restored in 1995/6 by Limerick Civic Trust. Assisted by FÁs Comminity Employment. Winner 

of FÁS Infrastructure award 1995. John G McMahon & Assoc. Architects Gibson O’Connor 

Engineers. The second plaque is located to the south of the bridge, fixed to a flower bed. It is 

inscribed ‘Water in Historic City Centres. Europe united by water. Breda-Chester-Ghent-‘s-

Hertogenbosch-Limerick-Menchen. 2003-2007. 

 

Bike Stations: There are a number of bike stations at Lock Quay of varying design, all of which are 

on the south side of the canal. Immediately outside the canal entrance there is a set of twenty 

Coca-Cola Zero® Bike stations. There is a network of twenty-three stations in Limerick City. There 
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are also a number of bike stands at Lock Quay, a pair are located inside the canal entrance, there 

is single bike stand at the junction of the canal and St Lelia Street with three branded Limerick 

Smarter Travel bike stands nearby.  

 

Litter bins: There is only one litter bin in the Canal Harbour area. This located at the junction of 

the canal and St Lelia Street on the south side of the canal. The lack of litter bins is partially due 

to the lack of vehicular access on the canal. 

 

Public seating: There are five sets of public seating at the Canal Harbour, all on the south side of 

the canal. They are all concentrated at the junction of the canal and St Lelia Street. There are two 

benches at either side of the historic crane. These benches were installed during the Water in 

Historic City Centres project. There is a curved concrete bench adjacent to the flower bed that can 

seat three people. There is a pair of seats, installed by Limerick Smarter Travel next to the 

wayfinding sign and bike stands. 

 

Exercise machines: There are four exercise machines in two pairs located 140m east of the canal 

entrance at the junction of the canal and St Lelia Street. The machines are for designed for, Leg 

press, Lateral pulldown, Chest press and Rotator.  

 

Tall streetlights: There are twelve tall streetlights at the Canal Harbour and in the immediate 

vicinity. There are four lights on the north side of the canal, six on the south side of the canal and 

three immediately outside the canal entrances (one on Clare Street and two on St Lelia Street). 

 

Low streetlights: There are four remaining low streetlights at the Canal Harbour. These bespoke 

lights were installed as part of the Water in Historic City Centres project. Photographs dating to 

2007 indicate that there were originally approximately six such lights on the north side and 

approximately twelve on the south side (which have been replaced by the tall streetlights).  

 

Waterways Ireland traffic lights: There are two sets of traffic lights, operated by Waterways 

Ireland at the Canal Harbour. They are located at the western and eastern end of the Outer and 

inner tidal locks on the south side of the canal. Due to the lack of boat traffic on the canal, these 

traffic lights are rarely in use. 
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Figure 26. Plan of utilities in the Canal Harbour area 

 

 

Waterways Ireland control boxes: On the south side of the inner canal lock, there is a control box 

and an associated control mechanism for the operation of the tidal locks at Lock Quay. They are 

both operated by Waterways Ireland, due to the lack of boat traffic on the canal, they are rarely 

used. Control of the lock gates and access to the control panel became a serious issue in December 

2015, when LCCC could not access the mechanism to alleviate flooding in the Park Canal that led 

to flooding of the residential area of Corbally. 

 

CCTV: There are three CCTV cameras in operation in the Canal Harbour area. They are located, 

outside the canal entrance on Lock Quay, immediately south of the Uzuld Bridge and at the 

junction of the canal and St Lelia Street.  
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6. Consultation 

A questionnaire was devised for consultation with local residents and businesses. The 

object of the questionnaire was to register a brief profile of the responder, to assess their 

knowledge and understanding of the Lock Quay complex and the canal, to record their 

footfall and usage of the area, to request their opinions on its current use and management 

and to gather their ideas on potential future uses for the buildings. Over two hundred 

questionnaires were distributed locally door to door. A slightly amended version of the 

questionnaire was shared via social media using Survey Monkey. There were 16 responses 

via the returned hard copy questionnaire and a hundred members of the public responded 

through the survey monkey. A copy of the questionnaire and the full results are included in 

Appendix 3. 

Figure 27. Area of distribution of questionnaire. 

 

In general, there was a better overall knowledge from the locally returned 

questionnaires (16). Over 57% of the total (116) were confident that they knew why 

the canal had been built. Thirty percent knew the correct date of construction, this 

question was answered correctly by 62% of the local respondents. All acknowledged 

various anti-social problems that are not exclusive to the Park Canal. The majority 
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used the area for walking or cycling, many going the whole way to the University of 

Limerick. The majority would also like more interpretation of the site in the future. 

One of the questions in the questionnaire was: 

Question 10. If the Canal House buildings were restored, how would you like to see them used? 

 

Table 6. Results of Question 10: Future Use 

 

Table 7. Results of Question 10: Future Use on bar chart 

A majority of the responses to the questionnaire wished for a café or restaurant at Lock Quay. 

Though undoubtedly an ideal location for such a premises, it is not in the remit of Limerick City 

and County Council to establish such a business. In addition, the agreement between Waterways 

Ireland and the local authority confirms that the Canal harbour Buildings, once restored must be 

developed as a public amenity. The remaining responses were for a water-sports centre, marina 

centre and cultural/artistic space as potential future uses for the Canal Harbour Buildings.  

Café 76.50% % 68 85

Restaurant 64.50% % 71 58

Water-sports centre 

(kayaking etc.) 

61% % 76 46

Marina centre (office and 

ancillary facilities)     

55% % 85 25

Cultural/artistic space 65% % 68 62

Q10 If the Canal House 

buildings were restored, 

how would you like to 

see them used?

Question Options Total or 

Average

Questionnaire Survey 

Monkey
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7. Assessment of significance 

 

The introduction, funding, planning and construction of the canal system in eighteenth century 

Ireland was one of the first attempts to deliver infrastructure on a national basis. As part of the 

canal system in Ireland, the Limerick to Killaloe Navigation contributed to the transportation 

network for over one hundred and fifty years. The Park Canal and the Lock Quay Harbour as the 

terminus of the network from Dublin created an important commercial centre within the heart of 

the city of Limerick.  

 

The buildings at Lock Quay have been inextricably linked to the delivery of that service since the 

very beginning. With their location adjacent to the functioning lock, Uzuld Bridge and the tow-

paths (albeit repurposed) they provide a suite of structures that represent a tangible reminder of 

their former function.  

 

Their immediate setting is impressive. Set against the woodland of Grove Island to the rear, with 

the large apron in the front, they can be viewed from the opposing banks of the canal to the south 

and the Abbey River to the west.  

 

Currently, they are, again, at the interface between the city and another large transport network. 
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8. Vulnerabilities & opportunities 

 

 

Plate 21. Bing Maps Park Canal from the Tidal Lock to the Winding Hole in the east82 

 

The restoration of the Canal Harbour Buildings as part of the MMIAH Project offers an opportunity 

to rejuvenate the area at Lock Quay. The importance of finding a suitable and viable use for the 

buildings is vital. Any future use should reflect the core aims of MMIAH ‘to recover and revalorize’ 

while respecting the historic elements. The other critical criteria is the conditions of the lease with 

Waterways Ireland, which stipulates that any development of the Canal Harbour area must be as 

a public amenity83.  

 
The unique location of the Canal Harbour Buildings, being both a tidal riverine site and a non-tidal 

canal site in the heart of Limerick City lends towards river-focused use once restored. As such, the 

project dovetails with the newly adopted Limerick Tourism Development Strategy Action Plan 

2019-2023. The restored Canal Harbour Buildings have the potential to deliver under the ‘Into the 

Blue’ theme, by enhancing the public realm of a popular recreation route and also providing a 

public amenity to the area that will benefit from the historic industrial infrastructure of the site. 

 

In 2017, Waterways Ireland produced a strategy document investigating the potential restoration 

and re-purposing of their extensive portfolio of derelict canal sites, Development of Heritage and 

Recreational Hubs along the Waterways84. This report includes a case study on fourteen separate 

derelict canal sites throughout Ireland, with a breakdown on the current structural state of the 

buildings, potential future uses for each site and estimates of the costings for the restoration of 

                                                           
82 . https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/maps/product/print-rights the 'birds-eye' viewer on Bing Maps. Under Education or Non-
Profit Organization use, 
83 Licence agreement between Minister for Arts, Culture & the Gaeltacht and Limerick City Council, dated 18th March 1997 
84 Report on the restoration and re-use of canal heritage sites by A.C.P. for Waterways Ireland. 2017 

https://scanmail.trustwave.com/?c=17268&d=1beX3glu4oe3Ut9Qw0K3Zhq0YzrH6yrbU1j4XaMAdQ&s=68&u=https%3a%2f%2fwww%2emicrosoft%2ecom%2fen-us%2fmaps%2fproduct%2fprint-rights
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these buildings. The sites included mainly Lockhouses (x9) and former stores (x3). The larger 

stores were suggested as potential commercial space or multi-purpose. The lockhouses were 

generally considered as accommodation or to provide support services, rest stops, showers and 

storage for the recreational activities already in place along the canals. 

Although the Canal Harbour Buildings in Limerick were not chosen as part of the case study for 

this report, the conclusions on the proposed re-use of the sites detailed in the document are an 

important consideration when planning the future use of the Canal Harbour Buildings in Limerick. 

On the basis of the results of the Waterways Ireland Study, three similar potential uses Canal 

Harbour Buildings are included in Appendix 4. 

  

Canal Harbour Buildings SWOT Analysis  

 

Strengths Weaknesses 

Significant Industrial Heritage site Finding a permanent use for the buildings 

Complements existing strategies Ongoing maintenance of the area 

Restoration of the canal previously secured 

European funding 

Current closure of navigation 

Leased by the local authority  Location in SAC 

Significant location at interface between city 

and walking and cycling routes 

Terms of lease 

Repurposing a derelict site in the inner city  

Opportunities Threats 

Augments Limerick Smarter Travel route  Focal point for anti-social behaviour 

Canal is safe facility for water based activities Insufficient funds to complete 

Potential performance location Flooding 

Table 8. SWOT analysis of restoration of Canal Harbour buildings 
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9. Policies 

There are two main guiding principles for any future physical works at the site. 

Its location within the Special Area of Conservation means that all works carried out to re-purpose 

the buildings and their curtilage as well as all future uses and maintenance of the site must have 

robust principles and protocols that protect the environment from any damage or disruption. 

The buildings are historic and all works carried out to them must follow best heritage principles 

and practice. Adaptations to bring them back into use must be well designed and sympathetic to 

the history and setting of the site. 

 

As part of the MMIAH project any works to the site must include elements to interpret the former 

industrial heritage of the area. This aspect should include continuing research to gather all 

documents, photographs and local memories of the canal.  

The canal represents sustainable transport systems both in its original iteration and in its 

repurposed state as a walking and cycling trail. Interpretation of the site should include 

appreciation of water power, the canal waters also previously powered the adjacent Lock Mills 

and the biodiversity of the surrounding SAC. 

 

 

10. Implementation & review 

 

The Conservation and Management Plan has recorded the historical development of the site and 

has identified and catalogued all the remaining features associated with its former function. It has 

assessed the legislation, strategies and policies affecting the buildings and the immediate area. 

All works, redesigns and future uses of the Canal Harbour Buildings will reference the document.  

Of most immediate concern is to consolidate the existing fabric of the structures and this process 

has been advanced by Limerick City and County Council as part of the current MMIAH project. 

All historical records, photographs, personal accounts and memorabilia associated with Canal 

Harbour Buildings and the workings of the canal should be continually added to a central archive. 

The Conservation and Management Plan should be reviewed in 2025.  
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11. Gazeteer 

 

Industrial Heritage of the Canal Harbour 

 

The Canal Harbour in Limerick City was a hub of commercial and industrial activity from the mid-

18th century until the closure of the canal system in 1960. Unfortunately today, little remains of 

the industrial heritage at the site apart from the Canal Harbour Buildings themselves and a range 

of buildings on the south side of the canal. The map below shows the footprints of the industrial 

buildings at the Canal Harbour in 1840 and 1900, superimposed onto a modern OS map.  

 

 

Figure 28. Industrial heritage sites of Canal Harbour area 

 

Canal Harbour tidal lock 

The Canal Harbour or Lock Quay tidal lock consists of a pair of cut limestone canal lock walls, dated 

to 1757, with Lock Quay Bridge crossing the canal. The quay walls are constructed of squared 

ashlar limestone with a moulded coping stone to ground level, to north and south of the lock, 

returning at the west end adjacent modern lock and operational steel lock gates built in 1995. 

Each pier terminates at the Abbey River to the west with a carved decorative attenuated S-scrolls. 
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Lock Quay Bridge/Uzuld’s Bridge 

Located immediately adjacent to the Canal Harbour Buildings, the Lock Quay Bridge was designed 

by the Dutch architect Edward Uzuld, who also designed the adjacent Lock Mill complex. The Lock 

Quay Bridge is constructed of brick, is hump-back in design and rises from the lock walls with 

limestone steps to both sides at the east end. It is now in use as footbridge.  

 

Plate 22. Detail of the western elevation of the Uzuld Bridge 

 

The bridge is constructed of a mix of limestone rubble and red brick. The west elevation is laid in 

English garden wall bond, with red brick parapet wall and brick coping rising from a moulded 

limestone stringcourse, returning on the curve along quay sides. Limestone ashlar faced east 

elevation has a wrought-iron railed parapet with spearhead finials, c. 1800, returning on the curve 

along quaysides. The shallow arch of the bridge consists of a gauged red brick, slightly pointed 

arch springing from squared limestone block faced quay walls. Dating to c.1760 this bridge is the 

oldest remaining bridge in Limerick City, it was restored by the Limerick Civic Trust in 199685.  

 

                                                           
85 Limerick Civic Trust, The First 25 Years, (Limerick, 2008), p. 37. 
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The Lock Mills 

The Lock Mills, which were built by Andrew Walsh and Edward Uzuld in 1765, were located 90m 

east of the Canal Harbour Buildings, on the north side of the Park Canal. They incorporated some 

of the most advanced milling equipment in the British Isles at the time. These mills were equipped 

with the new 'bolting mills'- allowing the grain to be treated mechanically. The Lock mills were an 

elaborate complex, six storeys high with granaries, out offices and stores86. The mill contained 

three pairs of mill-stones, the best French stones that could be procured, which were fixed on the 

South side, for manufacturing all degrees of flour and worked by one ingenious waterwheel. There 

were also three pairs of common stones on the north side, for the purpose of grinding all kinds of 

grain, with complete granaries, bolting mills, fans, screens, machines, etc.  

Plate 23. The Lock Mills complex, in the early 20th century 

The Lock Mills contained the first flour machines to be used in Ireland for separating bran from 

flour, large stores were also built for the reception of corn over the mill dam. It was, at the time of 

building, justly esteemed the first and finest of the kind in Ireland, and equal of anything of the 

kind or size in the world87.  

                                                           
86 Edward Whelan, Ranks Mills, The Industrial heart of Limerick City, (Limerick, 2012), p. 6. 
87 Dolly Stewart, ‘Mills and Millers’, Old Limerick Journal Vol. 2, (1980) p. 23. 
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Today only the entrance arch (RPS 319), of the complex remains today with the inscription: ‘Lock 

Mills John Norris Russell 1844’. To the immediate north of this archway, there is a small bridge 

which spans the water-sluices that linked the mill complex with the canal. John Norris Russell was 

a prominent corn merchant, ship builder, and linen manufacturer who took over the operation of 

the Lock Mills in 1844. In the late 19th century, the Lock Mills were taken over by the Bannatyne 

milling company, they and their successor, Ranks Ltd operated the mill until its closure in 193088. 

 

Canal Brewery 

Built in 1799, the Canal Brewery was located 180m to the east of the Lock Buildings on the north 

bank of the canal. This brewery was founded by Walker and Co. from Cork at a considerable cost 

of £25,000, “the building became one of the finest establishments of the kind in Munster; but did 

not prosper for any length of time”.89 The building is clearly marked on the 1840  

Plate 24. Ruins of the Canal Brewery circa 1940 

 

OS map and occupied the site of what is currently St Mary’s Rugby Club ground. By the late 19th 

century, Arthur Guinness & Sons had begun to monopolise the brewing industry in Ireland, and 

like several other breweries in Limerick City, the Canal Brewery was forced to close. Significant 

ruins of this extensive brewery complex survived until circa 1940 when the entire site was cleared. 

                                                           
88 Edward Whelan, Ranks Mills, p. 18. 
89 Lenihan, Limerick, p. 436. 
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Dublin Steam Packet Company Stores 

From the early 19th century, The City of Dublin Steam Packet Company (initially as the Inland Steam 

Navigation Company) carried cargo and passengers across Ireland, from the western end of the 

Shannon estuary to the port of Dublin, from where it operated a fleet of steamers to Liverpool and 

elsewhere. At Limerick, they controlled the passage of cargo vessels and passenger ships (known 

as Fly-Boats) between Limerick City and Killaloe, along the Park and Errina canals. 

By 1850 these operations were taken over by the Grand Canal Company who concentrated solely 

on the transportation of cargo on the inland Navigation System. By the early 20th century, Arthur 

Guinness & Son Ltd of Dublin were by far the biggest customers at the Canal Harbour at Limerick, 

indeed the south side of the canal bank is still known locally as the ‘Cooperage’, after the trade in 

making wooden barrels for the distribution of the stout.  

 

Plate 25. Commercial activity at the Canal Harbour in the early 20th century 

 

The City of Dublin Steam Packet Company/Grand Canal Company stores were located 200m to the 

east of the Canal Harbour entrance. This building, formerly recorded as NIAH 21513048 was 

removed during the restoration of the Park Canal in the early 21st century to make way for the 

canal bank walkway. The stores were in a derelict state and much fire-damaged at the time of their 

removal90. 

                                                           
90 Uitgeverij Van Kemenade, Water in Historic City Centres, (2007), p. 96. 
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Grand Canal – Guinness Stores 

The Ardnacrusha Scheme, which began operation in 1929, closed the Limerick Navigation from 

Killaloe to Limerick City permanently. The amenities of the Canal Harbour, however, continued to 

provide use as a storage and distribution centre for Arthur Guinness & Sons. Guinness barges 

continued to transport cargo from Dublin to Limerick via the headrace and tailrace canals of the 

Ardnacrusha Power Station. The former Dublin Steam Packet Company Stores and Grand Canal 

Stores were adapted for use as storage facilities for Arthur Guinness & Sons. This continued until 

1960 with the final closure of the canal system in Limerick, subsequently Guinness was 

transported to Limerick by rail91.  

 

Figure 29. 3D reconstruction of the Industrial Heritage sites at the Canal Harbour circa 1900 

 

The 3D reconstruction of the Industrial Heritage sites at the Canal Harbour (Figure 26) was created 

utilising historic photographs and cartographic records of the canal area. The date of 1900 was 

chosen as it was at this time that each of the main industrial sites existed contemporaneously. This 

model, also allows the extant Lock Buildings to be put in physical context with the scale of the 

industrial heritage sites at the Canal Harbour that are now lost.  

The virtual recreation 3D model is to be 3D printed into a physical architectural model at a scale 

of 1:500 so that it can be incorporated into an existing model of the city, which has been made by 

the University of Limerick.  

                                                           
91 Rainsford, ‘Part 1’, p. 49. 
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Extant industrial heritage features at the Canal Harbour 

A site survey was undertaken for the Conservation and Management Plan to locate and record any 

surviving industrial heritage features in the Canal Harbour area. Each of these features was 

catalogued, mapped and photographed, with its original use and context with the surrounding 

industrial landscape being recorded where possible. 

 

 

 

Gateways 

On the north side of the canal, there are several gateways extant, most of which are, however, 

now blocked up. The most impressive of these is the Lock Mills Archway (RPS: 319), a fine cut-

limestone carriage arch. It bears the inscription 'Lock Mills John Norris Russell 1844', 

commemorating the purchase of the extensive Lock Mills complex of the noted industrialist in that 

year. The archway is still in use as a private pedestrian gateway for the residents of the Lock Mills 

apartment complex to the immediate north. At the base of the western column, an Ordnance 

Survey ‘crow’s foot’ benchmark is visible. 

Plate 26. Lock Mills Archway 
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Iron mooring posts and bollards 

There are a number of cast iron bollard and mooring post surviving in the Canal Harbour area. In 

total there are a total of 24 low mooring posts, 6 of which are concentrated at the tidal lock and 

18 others spaced at equal measure for a distance of 100m along the southern quays of the Canal 

Harbour. As well as this there are 5 tall cast iron bollards situated in the area of the tidal locks, 

they are all of the same design, being 0.6m  tall and bear the maker’s mark, H. Lee & Sons 

Limerick. Harrison Lee & Sons of High Street in Irishtown was one of the largest foundries in 

Limerick in the 19th century. Four of these tall posts have been relocated to either end of the Uzuld 

Bridge, and have been repurposed to control pedestrian traffic. 

Plate 27. Cast iron post, (with maker’s name in inset) Plate 28. Extant crane at the Canal Harbour 

 

On the south side of the Canal Harbour, there is an iron crane which is in a good state of 

preservation, though its base portion is buried. The windlass, pulley system and gearing 

mechanism are still extant. This crane is almost identical to the remaining iron cranes on the quays 

at Shannonbridge, Portumna and Scarriff, which were also operated by the Grand Canal 

Company92. These Grand Canal cranes, used to load and off-load canal barges were graded to lift 

1 ton in weight. This crane was restored during the restoration programme undertaken for the 

Water in Historic City Centres Project, however the rotating mechanism for this crane was 

                                                           
92 https://irishwaterwayshistory.com/about/irish-waterways-furniture/the-machine-demands-a-sacrifice/ 

https://irishwaterwayshistory.com/about/irish-waterways-furniture/the-machine-demands-a-sacrifice/
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unfortunately buried during this time93. The 1900 OS map of the area shows three cranes on the 

south side of the canal, during a site inspection of the canal, a second crane was discovered 200m 

to the east of the former, much obscured by ivy and vegetation growth. This second crane is 

located on a platform adjacent to a winding hole on the canal. A winding hole is a term given to a 

widened section of canal that allows the long canal barges to turn around safely. The arm and 

gearing mechanism of this crane are unfortunately lost, however, much of the basal mechanism 

remains. In form, this iron crane appears to be very similar to the surviving Grand Canal Crane at 

Banagher Co. Offaly94. A catalogue of the surviving industrial heritage features at the Canal 

Harbour, Limerick is detailed in Table 8 below.

                                                           
93 Uitgeverij Van Kemenade, ‘Water’, p. 7. 
94 https://irishwaterwayshistory.com/about/irish-waterways-furniture/the-machine-demands-a-sacrifice/ 

https://irishwaterwayshistory.com/about/irish-waterways-furniture/the-machine-demands-a-sacrifice/
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Type Date RPS 

Curtilage 

Location No Notes 

Railings 19th C 435 & 
 434 

Inner lock 1 Spear headed wrought iron railings on N and S sides of inner lock each pierced by a gateway 
and spanning Uzuld Bridge on E side.  

Tall Bollard 19th C 435 & 
 434 

Inner lock & Uzuld Bridge 5 5 cast iron bollards made by Harrison Lee & sons. 2 pairs at either end of Uzuld bridge, linked 
by chain 

Medium 
bollard 

19th C  435 Inner lock 1 Cast iron low bollard/mooring post on S side of inner lock 

Low 
bollard 

19th C 435 Outer lock, inner lock, S 
side of Park canal 

24 Set of 24 cast iron low bollards/mooring posts. 3 on N side outer lock, 1 S side outer lock, 3 S 
side inner lock, 18 S side Park Canal 

Doorway 19th C  Former canal offices 4 3 blocked doorways and 1 gateway on façade of former canal offices on N side of Park Canal 

Doorway 19th C  Lock Mills 1 1 blocked entrance to Lock Mills complex 

Gateway 19th C 319 Lock Mills arch 1 Archway with dedication plaque of former Lock mills. Now used for residents of apartment 
complex 

Gateway 19th C  Lock Mills wall 1 1 gated entrance to Lock Mills complex, now closed. Obscured by young tree (needs to be 
removed) 

Jostle 
stone 

18th C 434 Uzuld Bridge 2 2 original jostle stones on E side of Uzuld Bridge, on N & S side of bridge 

Stone 
carving 

18th C 435 Outer lock   2 2 original S shaped scroll stone carvings at the N and S side of the outer lock entrance 

Crane 19th C  Park Canal. South side 1 Extant crane in a good state of preservation, though base portion is buried. Similar in design 
to other Grand Canal cranes. 

Crane 19th C  Park Canal. South side 1 Base of crane. Located 200m of former. One of three cranes in 1900 OS map 

Chain 19th C 435 &  
434 

Uzuld Bridge and N side 
inner lock and N side of 
canal 

4 A pair of chains lining the cast iron bollards on the Uzuld Bridge. There is a short length of 
chain attached to a pillar on N side of inner lock, and a short section of chain at the winding 
hole on N side of canal 

Table 8. Industrial heritage features at the Canal Harbour
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Appendix 1: 

Chronology occupation and use of the Canal Harbour 
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Date Source Name Description  
1640 Civil Survey 95 Names of Proprietors & their 

qualifications: 

The said Corporation 

The Greene commonly called Cluone, and the Bogg on ye north thereunto adjoineing called Comyne mearing on the North & east with ye pasture 

land of Parke in ye parish of St Patricke on the South wth the highway leading eastward from Lymicke to Reboge on the west wth the Rampier and 

the walls of the South Suburbs of Lymericke; the said Greene, and bogg allwayes & now in common 

 

1670 The Down Survey96 Proprietors Names 

The Corporation 

Gallows Greene Numbers of Acres by Admeasurement 28-0-0  

1676 Corporation Index of 1843 Whittamore, Francis, 

Burgess 

39) 39/ 1676 3rd April/ All that the piece of land belonging to the Corporation then as yet unset & undisposed of being part and the East End of 

Cloone or Gallows Green lying & being in the South Liberties of Limerick near the City Wall, adjoining to a piece of the same Cloon lately set by the 

Corporation to the Recorder of Limerick and then in possession of Christopher Whyte of Limerick Butcher / 99/ £5-0s-0d/ 1776 

 

1696 Corporation Index of 1843 Sargent, Alderman Peter, 

Finch, Henry and Piercy, 

Pierce, execrs of Christopher 

White/ Cloone/ 51/ £7-0s-

0d/ 1747  

138, 139, 152, 241, 255 60) 60/ 1696 26 Jany / Piece of the said Cloone, that lies under the said Wall formerly set unto Standish Hartstonge Esqre 

later Recorder, by the said Corporation late in possession of Christopher Whyte, and then in the possession of his said Execors bounded on the East 

with the Hill leading to Newcastle on the West with the Corporation land, on the North with the Bog or Island belonging to the Corporation in the 

possession of John Heyward, and then the possession of the afsd Executors called and Known by the name of Monymacky 

 

1697 Limerick Navigation Co.97  Report to Irish House of 

Commons 

Petition to Grand Jury, Justices of Peace, Gentlemen and Freeholders of County Galway. Making the Shannon Navigable from Co. Limerick to Co. 

Leitrim. Estimated cost £14,000 

 

1703 Limerick Navigation Co98.  Report to Irish House of 

Commons 

Committee appointed to meet in the Speakers chamber to prepare a Bill to make the Shannon navigable  

1721 Limerick Navigation Co.99.  Act of Parliament For the further ammendment of the 1715 Law. An Act to Encourage the Draining and Improving of the Boggs and Unprofitable Low Grounds, and for 

the easing and dispatching the Inland carriage of Goods from one part to the other within this Kingdom 

 

                                                           
95 Simington, p. 489 In the said Parish of St John: 44 
96 http://downsurvey.tcd.ie/down-survey-maps.php#bm=Limerick+South+Liberties&c=Limerick&p=St+Patricks+St+Johns+and+St+Lawrence 
97 Charlotte Murphy, p. 43. 
98 Ibid. 
99 Ibid. 

http://downsurvey.tcd.ie/down-survey-maps.php#bm=Limerick+South+Liberties&c=Limerick&p=St+Patricks+St+Johns+and+St+Lawrence
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1739 Corporation Index 1843 255) 36/ 1748 March 15th/ 

Sargent, Peter/ north Cloone 

etc/ 999/ £12-0s-0d/-  

North Cloone or old Gallows Green contg 8a 3r 7p the Island or Bog of Monamucky owise Labinamucky 11a 3r 6p and 1r 12p between said Bog and 

East Watergate south Cloon owise Rockstown containing 3a 1r 9p outside East Water Gate and South Suburbs of the City of Limerick/- 

 

1748 Corporation Index 1843 138) 138/ 1748 15 March/ 

Sargent, Peter, Burgess/ 

Cloon & Monamucky/ 999/ 

£12-0s0d/ 2746  

The Island or Bog of Mona Mucky, otherwise Labinamucky thereunto adjoining, whereon the tide now overflows contg 11a 3r 6p and all the waste 

ground between the said Bog and East Water Gate contg 1r 12p All which said lands and Bog were formerly in the tenure and occupation of 

Christopher White deceased & lately possessed by his oldest daughter Elizabeth Bartley widow decd and also that part of the South Cloone o-rwise 

Rockstown lately in the tenure and Occupation of Aldn Francis Sargent, & his undertenants  

 

1748 A Rent Roll of the Estate of the 

City of Limerick, 1744-5,100  

Rent Roll of Peter Sargent: 

Born 1711, Sheriff 1734, 

Mayor 1753, died in 1785 

He was a son of Alderman Francis Sargent. He was married to Elizabeth Gubbins in 1731. He was admitted a Freeman at the age of fourteen years. 

He got a lease of the whole of the Townland of monamucky. His first lease was in 1739 when he got 6 acres in Cloon plus another part of Cloon 

containing 1 acre, 3 roods with the bog of Labinamucky thrown in, for a rent of £7-0-0. This bog was the land through which the canal was made 

through and through which the new Clare Street was laid out. The Magdelene Convent was also built on Sargent land. In 1748 a new lease was 

made out for a term of 999 years at a rent of £12-0-0 per annum for 24 acres 34 perches plantation measure. The Sargents were referred to as great 

house builders and when their lands and houses were leased to James O’Sullivan in 1795 for £90-1-4 per annum, O’Sullivan was collecting rents on 

the houses the Sargents had built. (See also O’Donovan’s Ordnance Survey letters). 

 

1757 Lenihan101,  Construction of the Park 

Canal commences.  346 

On the 13th of June, 1757, the workmen began to cut the canal at Bartlett's Bog, and in the following year it was opened up to the Shannon at 

Rebogue. It was mainly through Mr. Pery's influence and exertions that the following grants of public money were made to Limerick by the Irish 

Parliament  

 

1761 Old Limerick Journal102.  Construction of Canal 

Harbour Offices 

The canal manager’s office was originally constructed in 1761  

1761 Limerick Navigation Co. 103 Committee appointed by the 

House of Commons.  

Committee appointed to enquire into the application of £4,000 (part of the sum allocated by Parliament to make the Shannon navigable from 

Limerick to Killaloe), to examine the state of workon the navigation. £401.2.9 was deemed sufficient to complete the section from Limerick to 

Reboge. The Canal Management Committee met every Friday in the First Lock House to discuss the Company's affairs. 

 

                                                           
100 Noel Murphy, p. 29. 
101 Lenihan, Limerick, p. 346. 
102 Rainsford, Part 1, p. 46. 
103 Charlotte Murphy, p. 45. 
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1763 Limerick Museum Catalogue: 

1998.1607104 

Copy of Peter Sargents Lease 

to Andrew Walsh and 

Edward Uzuld 

18th April 1763 

Map, paper mounted on white cotton. "Copy Peter Sargent's Lease to Andrew Walsh and Edward Uzuld, 18th April 1763 with map." in ms on outside 

as folded. At top of map "This survey made of the Dwelling House, Slaughter Houses/ & Yard, Store Houses and Waste pieces of ground adjoining 

thereto lying at East Water/ Gate and a piece of Ground on the north side of the Canal,, the same belonging to/ Alderman Peter Sargent of the City of 

Limerick and now sett to Mr. Andrew Burgess/ and Edward Uzuld Gentlemen both of said city." At left below scale "This map Drawn by me Limerick 

April 18th 1763/ Sixty three... Edward Uzuld / Copied 11th September 1844/ For J. N. Russell/ ????". Map shows Abbey River entering at centre 

bottom and swinging immediately left to border; the canal runs vertically down centre, with stream Poulavadra to left; Curragh (Curry) Lane running 

across at bottom right to meet Old Clare St. which runs of diagonally to the right. North arrow in form of star at left, over scale, of two inches to 100 

ft. To right of canal is a key lettered A to R , a to f and m. Mentioned in key are slaughter houses, dwelling house of John Molony, Butcher; boggy 

ground called Labanamack(y); Phillip Russell's slaughter house and yard; Mr Richard Harald's land. Drawn in black ink, with all water coloured green, 

buildings in red and canal banks in black. Some pencil additions giving present names for lanes. 

 

1764 Lenihan105 Construction of quay from 

Baal's Bridge to canal. 

Construction of the Lock 

Mills 

Construction from the East side of Ball's Bridge, and joined the bank of the canal.  This year also was finished the famous mill on the north side of the 

canal above the lock nearest the city; therein six pair of mill-stones for corn, four booking mills, four tucking mills, and all loads were raised to the top 

of the house, and all that performed by two water-wheels and at the same time. Famous stors were likewise built for the reception of corn over the 

mill dam." These Mills were erected by Mr. Andrew Welsh and Mr. Uzuld at a cost of £6000  

 

1764-9 IHTA106 Uzuld Bridge  Dating of bridge from cartographic sources, visible in Colles 1769 map however not in Plan of New Quay IHTA map 17 

Single-arch hump-back red brick and limestone canal bridge, erected in 1757, crossing the canal at Lock Quay canal harbour. In use as footbridge. 

Rubble limestone and red brick west elevation laid in English garden wall bond, with red brick parapet wall and brick coping rising from a moulded 

limestone stringcourse, returning on the curve along quay sides. Limestone ashlar faced east elevation with wrought-iron railed parapet having 

spearhead finials, c. 1800, returning on the curve along quaysides.  

 

1767 Limerick Navigation Co.107 Founding of the Limerick 

Navigation Company 

The Limerick Navigation Company was set up by an Act of Parliament. An Act for applying the Sum of Six Thousand Pounds, granted by Parliament to 

the Corporation promoting inland Navigation in this Kingdom, to be by them applied in carrying out a Navigation from the City of Limerick to the 

deep navigable Water above the Town of Killaloe and for the encouraging other Persons to subscribe for carrying on and completing the said Work at 

their own Expense. 

 

                                                           
104 http://museum.limerick.ie/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/object_id/41193 
105 Lenihan, Limerick, p. 355. 
106 O’Flaherty,IHTA, Map 17. 
107 Charlotte Murphy, p. 46. 

http://museum.limerick.ie/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/object_id/41193
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1768 Limerick Navigation Co.108  Company of Undertakers Subscription was raised by a Company of Undertakers to make the Shannon Navigable. This Company was incorporated by an Act of Parliament and 

a sum of £10,000 raised by subscribers. Amongst the subscribers was Edmond Sexton Pery, Sir Henry Hartstonge, Sir Lucius O’Brien, Rev William 

Sexton Pery, William Maunsell, Thomas Maunsell, John Tunnadine, Andrew Welsh, Thomas Mark 

 

1771 Memories of the Old Canal.109  Pery Charitable Loan Fund.                The Pery Charitable Loan Fund was established in 1771, for the relief of poor tradesmen working on the canal, by granting them loans of three 

guineas, to be paid back in instalments of 1/4 a week. 

 

1772 Begley 110 Food riots at the Lock Mills  During the scarcity of provisions in May 1772, the population made a furious attack on the Lock Mill, under the impression that a vast quantity of 

corn was hoarded there; the consequences were truly disastrous, three individuals being killed by a sergeant’s guard who were entrusted with its 

protection. But this only rendered the mob more furious who assembled again the following day in the main street of Irishtown for the purpose of 

making a fresh attack, nor was tranquility restored til three other persons became the victims of this popular tumult. 

 

1782 DO335 Deed dating to 1803111 This deed describes Peter 

Sargent’s Estate at the 

writing of his Will in 1782 

North of Cloon or Gallow’s Green, (close to the City Wall). The Island or Bog of Monamucky, (East of Cloon). The waste land between the Bog and 

East Watergate. South Cloon or Rockstown, outside East Watergate. 

 

1785 DO333 Deed dating to 1798112 Will of Alderman Peter 

Sargent 

This document, which tells us that Alderman Peter Sargent died on the 15th January 1785, having written his will in 1782. It also states that Peter had 

leased the Lock Mills outside East Watergate in the year 1763 to Andrew Walsh, Burgess and Edward Uzuld, both then deceased. Peter left the rents 

from the Lock Mills to his daughter Anne with reversion to her brothers Peter, James and William.  

 

1796 Stevenson113 Description of travelling on 

canal system 

One of these canals, a mile long, ends at Limerick, and in its short course there is a fall of not less than 30 feet. Boats can only ascend by locks, at a 

suitable time of tide, which here rises or falls from 12 to 15 feet, although the town is 60 miles from the mouth of the river. De Bougrenet de 

Latocnaye 

 

1799 Old Limerick Journal.114  Opening of Limerick to 

Killaloe Navigation 

Given the difficulties involved in cutting the canals (especially the Errina-Blackwater section), it was not until 1799 that boats finally travelled from 

Killaloe to Limerick via Annabeg 

 

1800 Limerick Navigation Co.115  Directors General of Inland 

Navigation 

The Directors General of Inland Navigation was set up. Following a Statute in 1800 this body took over control from local undertaker committees in 

overseeing the completion of works and maintenance of the inland navigation systems 

 

                                                           
108 Ibid. 
109 Hannon, Memories, p. 11. 
110 Fitzgerald & McGregor, The History, Topography and Antiquities, of the County and City of Limerick, Volume 2, (Limerick, 1827), p. 467. 
https://books.google.ie/books?id=b8s9AAAAcAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_book_other_versions_r&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=lock%20mill&f=false 
111 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/limerick%20families%20113.pdf  
112 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/limerick%20families%20113.pdf 
113 J. Stevenson, A Frenchman’s Walk Through Ireland 1796-7, (Belfast, 1964), p.124. http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/lcBinder25.pdf 
114 Hannon, ibid. 
115 Charlotte Murphy, p. 48. 

https://books.google.ie/books?id=b8s9AAAAcAAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_book_other_versions_r&redir_esc=y#v=onepage&q=lock mill&f=false
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/limerick%20families%20113.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/limerick%20families%20113.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/lcBinder25.pdf
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1801 Limerick Navigation Co116  Brownrigg's Report:  The Product of Forty-four Years' Work (1757-1801). A detailled report dated 1st September 1801 by John Browrigg, Surveyor of the Limerick to 

Killaloe section of the canal for the Directors General of Inland Navigation  

 

1813 Old Limerick Journal.117  Directors General of Inland 

Navigation 

In 1813 the British government bought out the Limerick Navigation Company and vested powers in the Directors General of Inland Navigation  

1814 Waterway Corridor Study118 Pair of milestones on Park 

Canal  

Study for the River Shannon Meelick to the Shannon bridge at Limerick. Of particular interest is the milestone located between the Shannon and the 

Park Lock. It is a triangular-profile milestone inscribed with the distances to both Limerick and Killaloe. Triangular-profile milestone, c. 1760. Inscribed 

on two sides - Limerick 2 miles, Killaloe 10. Located on east side of River Shannon opposite southern end of Errina Canal.  

 

1815 IHTA119  Canal Brewery built by   Canal Brewery built by Messrs. Walker and Co. of Cork, at an expense of £25,OOO, on N. bank of canal. Built in 1815 (Lenihan, 436); 1827 (McKern). 

Canal Brewery 1832 (LC 4.1.1832), 1840–41, 1870; unnamed 1900 (OS). In ruins early 20th cent. (local information). 

 

1815 Limerick Navigation Co.120  List of collectors and lock-

keepers on Limerick to 

Killaloe Navigation 

Tim Mackey, Collector and Supervisor £50; Roger Hourigan, Lock-keeper, Limerick £7.10.0; Tim Kelleher, Lock-keeper, Park £7.10.0 

Note: Roger Hourigan, Canal Harbour locks called Houragans's Lock in IHTA 1840 OS map 

 

1817 O Cinneide.121  Military escorts In 1817 a military escort, a sergeant & 12 soldiers travelled on Wednesdays on the Limerick to Killaloe barge & on Thursdays on the Killaloe to Limerick 

barge 

 

1822 Limerick Chronicle.122  Steam boats on canal In 1822, John Grantham (late of the 11th Dragoons), a Civil Engineer of exceptional and versatile expertise, successfully introduced steam boats to 

the Shannon lakes and the Limerick-Killaloe Canal. 

 

1824 Pigot's Directory123 Russells 

Conveyance by Water 

Francis Philip Russell, Distiller & Spirit Merchant at Lock Quay 

3 services by canal to Dublin; Thomas Goodbody 3 times per week, George Smith once a week and Cornelius Nash weekly apply at Lock Mills. 

 

1834 Old Limerick Journal124.  Protection of Flyboats The Flyboats themselves needed military protection, in 1817 barge masters armed themselves with blunderbusses to protect life and property from 

would be pirates 

 

1827 Obituary125 Timothy Mackey Saturday 12.04.1827, Timothy Mackey: Architect Timothy Mackey: Superintendent of Inland Navigation  

                                                           
116 Ibid. 
117 Hannon, ibid. 
118 Cultural Resources Development Services Ltd, Waterway Corridor Study for the River Shannon from Meelick to the Shannon bridge at Limerick (Heritage Council, 2006), p. 22. 
https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/Waterways_corridor_study_appendix3_industrial_heritage.pdf) 
119 Flaherty, IHTA, https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/assets.ria.ie/ihta/ihta-digital/viking-towns/limerick/IHTA_21_Limerick_Text.pdf 
120 Charlotte Murphy, p. 58. 
121 Seamus O Cinneide, A Lost and Forgotten Waterway, The Old Limerick to Killaloe Canal, p. 2.  http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/writers,%20history%2040.pdf 
122 Kevin Hannon, Old canal and Plassey stories, Limerick Chronicle, 25.08.1992; http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal008.pdf 
123 J. Pigot, City of Dublin & Hibernian Provincial Directory, (Dublin, 1824), pp. 287, 290 &291 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1824,%20Limerick%20City%20&%20Co.pdf 
124 Rainsford, Part 1, p.48. http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/old%20harbour%20canal%20pt%201.pdf 
125 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/05%2012%2027.pdf 

https://www.heritagecouncil.ie/content/files/Waterways_corridor_study_appendix3_industrial_heritage.pdf
https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/assets.ria.ie/ihta/ihta-digital/viking-towns/limerick/IHTA_21_Limerick_Text.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/writers,%20history%2040.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal008.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1824,%20Limerick%20City%20&%20Co.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/old%20harbour%20canal%20pt%201.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/05%2012%2027.pdf
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1830 Old Limerick Journal.126  Food riots at the Lock Mills  A countless multitude now made for Mr Hogan's Mills on the Canal, which they took by storm, after smashing to atoms every pane of glass in the 

windows, upwards of 200 bags of flour being destroyed or carried away. Not satisfied with gutting this extensive concern in mere wantonness they 

broke and destroyed the extensive machinery of the Mill. 

 

1834 Old Limerick Journal.127  Transport of organ  Parts of the Telford organ for the choir of St Mary’s Cathedral was brought by barge from Dublin  

1836 Obituary128 Mr. Mullins Mr. Mullins male 31.12.1836 Nelson Street clerk in Canal Office  

1838 Deane's Directory129 W.G. Sibthorpe Canal House, Nobility, Gentry & Clergy  

1838 Obituary130 James Blair James Blair 27.01.1838 Canal House died of croup, aged 12, son of John Blair, pro-collector of Excise  

1838 Deane's Directory131 John Blair Canal House Nobility, Gentry & Clergy  

1838 Deane's Directory132 Conveyance by Water From the Canal. The Dublin Fly and Steam Boats start at Six o'clock every evening, passing Killaloe, Portumna, Shannon Harbour and Banagher, and 

arrive at Dublin at 11 o'clock the following morning 

 

1840 Field Name Books of the County 

& City of Limerick133 

Lock Quay description Book 

2 

Lock Quay-Inhabitants; South of George’s Quay and leads between Charlotte’s Quay and Clare Street. This quay is about 3 chains long and 10 feet 

high; Houragan’s Lock-Inhabitants; Situated on the Canal & about 3 chains East of Lock Quay. About 30 links wide. Grove Island-Inhabitants; Situated 

in the Shannon, East of Sir Harry’s Mall and North of Lock Quay. This island is about 4 1/2 chains long and 1 ½ chains wide. It is covered with willows. 

 

1840 NIAH134 Construction of the Black 

Bridge 

Multiple-arch pedestrian bridge over the River Shannon, built c. 1840. Plassy Bridge is an interesting example of an early nineteenth-century cast-

iron and concrete bridge erected by the Shannon Commissioners. It was constructed on the site of the horse ferry which dated to 1830. The current 

bridge forms a group with the nearby Plassy Mills. 

 

1840 Obituary135 Mary Lloyd Sibthorpe Mary Lloyd Slotherpe  15/08/1840 Canal House aged 4, dau of W. G. Slotherpe; Recte. Sibthorpe  

1840 Triennnial Directory136 William G. Sibthorpe Agent to the Dublin Steam Packet Co. Dublin Steam Packet Co  

                                                           
126 Bernard Stack, Limerick famine riots of 1830, Old Limerick Journal, 2012, Vol. 46; pp. 33-36, at p. 34;  http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/olj%202012%20p033%20to%20036.pdf 
127 Rainsford, Part 1, pp. 47-48. http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/old%20harbour%20canal%20pt%201.pdf 
128 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/12%2031%2036.pdf 
129 Deane's Directory, Record Details: #25787, http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1838,%20Deane.pdf 
130 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/01%2027%2038.pdf 
131 Ibid., Record Details: #25468 
132 Ibid., pp. 65-66, http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1838,%20Deane.pdf 
133 John O’Donovan, 1840, Field Name Books of the County & City of Limerick, No. 36: The City of Limerick City and County Council Ordnance Survey of Ireland 1840 
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/097%20Limerick.pdf 
134 https://www.buildingsofireland.ie/buildings-search/building/21900503/plassy-bridge-sreelane-county-limerick 
135 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/08%2015%2040.pdf 
136 Triennial Directory, http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1840,%20Triennial.pdf 

http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/olj%202012%20p033%20to%20036.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/old%20harbour%20canal%20pt%201.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/12%2031%2036.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1838,%20Deane.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/01%2027%2038.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1838,%20Deane.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/097%20Limerick.pdf
https://www.buildingsofireland.ie/buildings-search/building/21900503/plassy-bridge-sreelane-county-limerick
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/08%2015%2040.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1840,%20Triennial.pdf
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1840 Triennnial Directory 137 Conveyance by Water Canal Passage Boats in connection with the City of Dublin Steam Navigation Company, ply between Limerick and Dublin, calling at Shannon Harbour 

and intermediate places every morning a Six o'Clock, and at Four in the evening to Killaloe 

 

1844 Obituary138 Ellen Blair Ellen Blair, Canal House, Limerick, Limerick Chronicle 02/03/1844, aged 46, wife of John Blair, pro-collector of Excise in Limerick  

1845 Obituary139 Margaret Mullins Margaret Mullins 14/05/1845 Denmark Street died of consumption, dau of the late John Mullins, Canal Office, Limerick  

1846 Slater's Directory140 John Blair Esq.  Canal House. Pro-Collector Excise Office  

1846 Slater's Directory141 Conveyance by Water To Killaloe, a Fly Boat, every afternoon (Sunday exepted) with passengers, at three from the Canal Harbour. For Goods. To Dublin, Boats every 

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday from the City of Dublin Steam Packet Stores, Canal. William G. Sibthorpe, agent. 

 

1846 Slater's Directory142 W.G. Sibthorpe  Agent for the City of Dublin Steam Packet Co  

1847 Obituary143 John Blair   John Blair  17/02/1847 Pro-Collector for Excise in Limerick  

1851 Griffith's Valuation144 Occupier: Ruben H. 

Todhunter Esq. 

Ref: 17: 93 Immediate lessor: Commissioners of Public Works, Office & Yard  

1851 Griffith's Valuation Occupier: Commissioners of 

Public Works 

Ref: 17: 94 Immediate lessor: In fee; Collector's stable, offices & Yard  

1852 The Grand Canal in Other Days145 Cease of Flyboats on canal In the year 1852 the Canal Company found it no longer profitable to continue running their passenger boats and ceased doing so after a long and 

glorious career lasting over 70 years 

 

1854 Obituary146 George Taylor 19.08.1854 Mr George Taylor. Clerk of the Inland Navigation Company  

1854 Obituary147 Charles Caseborne Death Notice of Mr Charles Caseborne; 04.03.1854 Canal House Engineer to Shannon Comission works  

                                                           
137 Ibid., 
138 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/03%2002%2044.pdf 
139 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/05%2014%2045.pdf 
140 Slater’s Directory, Record Details: #28581 
141 Ibid., http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1846,%20Slater.pdf 
142 Ibid., Record Details: #27857 
143 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/02%2017%2047.pdf 
144 Griffith’s Valuations; http://www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation/ 
145 The Grand Canal in Other Days; http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal030.pdf 
146 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/08%2019%2054.pdf 
147 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/03%2004%2054.pdf 

http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/03%2002%2044.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/05%2014%2045.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1846,%20Slater.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/02%2017%2047.pdf
http://www.askaboutireland.ie/griffith-valuation/
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal030.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/08%2019%2054.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/03%2004%2054.pdf
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1856 Slater's Directory148 Conveyance by Water To Killaloe, a Market Boat, every afternoon (Sunday excepted), with passengers, at three, from the Canal Harbour  

1860 Old Limerick Journal.149  Transport of Bells  In 1860, the bell for St John’s Cathedral was brought by barge from Dublin  

1864 Obituary150 Anne Bradshaw Anne Bradshaw 06.12.1864 Canal House wife of William Bradshaw  

1870 Slater's Directory151 William Bradshaw.  Canal Harbour, Collector, Shannon Navigation Collector's Office  

1870 Slater's Directory152 Conveyance by Water To Dublin, Killaloe, Dromineer, Portumna, Shannon Harbour, Ballinasloe,   

1870 Obituary153 William Bradshaw William Bradshaw, Canal House, Limerick Chronicle 11.01.1870, aged 73  

1871 Obituary154 Ellen Lynch Lynch, Ellen, Canal House, Limerick Chronicle 29.07.1871, wife of Thomas Lynch  

1874 Obituary155 David Madden Madden David 09/07/1874 Canal worked for Board of Works for more than 40 years; death notice  

1875 Bassett's Directory156 T.M. Bourke The Canal. Agent, Shannon Navigation Office  
1877 Bassett's Directory157 W.A. Molloy C.E.  Civil Engineer. Canal House. Superintendent, Board of Works  
1880 Bassett's Directory158 Grand Canal Company 

advertisement 

River Shannon Steamers. A goods steamer leaves the Canal Harbour Limerick, with goods for Athlone and intermediate stations five days in each 

week 

 

1882 Obituary159 William Molloy Molloy William 28/01/1882 Canal House Superintendent of the Shannon Navigation, death notice  

1884 Bassett's Directory160 Grand Canal Company 

advertisement 

River Shannon Steamers. The Company has four good steamers plying on the River Shannon to and from Limerick and oither stations in connection 

with the Grand Canal 

 

1892 Obituary161 William G. Sibthorpe Sibthorpe William G. 02/06/1892 59 Catherine Street death notice,  

                                                           
148 Slater’s Directory http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1856,%20Slater.pdf 
149 OLJ, 2009, Vol. 43; http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/old%20harbour%20canal%20pt%201.pdf 
150 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/Bradshaw2.pdf 
151 Slater’s Directory; Record Details: #34573 
152 Ibid., http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1870,%20Slater.pdf 
153 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/Bradshaw,%20Worrell,%20Switzer,%20Monsell.pdf 
154 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/Sikes2,%20Lynch.pdf 
155 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/Obituaries_%20death%20notices_%20etc%20-%20%20M.pdf 
156 Bassett’s Directory, Record Details:#35286 
157 Ibid., Record Details: #37173 
158 Ibid., http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1880,%20Bassett.pdf 
159 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/Media,6946,en.pdf 
160 Bassett’s Directory, http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1884,%20Bassett.pdf 
161 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/sibthorpe,%20willitm%20G.pdf 

http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1856,%20Slater.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/old%20harbour%20canal%20pt%201.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/Bradshaw2.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1870,%20Slater.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/Bradshaw,%20Worrell,%20Switzer,%20Monsell.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/Sikes2,%20Lynch.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/Obituaries_%20death%20notices_%20etc%20-%20M.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1880,%20Bassett.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/Media,6946,en.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1884,%20Bassett.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/sibthorpe,%20willitm%20G.pdf
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1894 Slater's Directory162 Conveyance by Water Grand Canal Company’s vessels daily at 1 pm with goods; Thomas Jeffs, agent; office Canal Harbour  

1894 Slater's Directory163 Thomas P.S. Crosthwaite Shannon Navigation Board of Works, Canal Harbour Resident Engineer & Collector: Thomas P.S. Crosthwaite  

1899 Obituary164 Michael J. Kearney Kearney Michael J. 10/01/1899 Canal House death notice  

1900 Limerick Field Club 165 Thomas Jeffs Jeffs, Thomas, Grand Canal Office. 1898  

1905 Slater's Directory166 Francis Dudley Fletcher and 

James Killeen 

Shannon Navigation Board of Works Office at Canal Harbour; Inspector: Francis Dudley Fletcher 

Collector: James Killeen 

 

1908 Obituary167 Michael O'Gorman Obituary of Michael O’Gorman, former chief agent of Grand Canal Company  

1914 Guy's Directory168 James F. Killeen Canal House  
1910-19 Rate Valuation Books Ref. 17: Occupier Exempt Immediate Lessor: Commissioners of Public Works; Collector’s House & Yard  
1921 Billhead169 M. Johnson & Co. Stores and offices, Canal Harbour Limerick. Manufacturer's agents and Importers  

1926 Obituary170 Jane Kearney Kearney Jane 11.11.1926;72 William Street widow of John Kearney, Canal House, Limerick  

1929 Old Limerick Journal171 Ardnacrusha power scheme The building of the Ardnacrusha Power Station in 1929, with the opening of the Headrace and Tailrace canals effectively closed the Park and errina 

canals for navigation. 

 

1932 Obituary172 James F. Killeen Killeen James F. 20.02.1932 Canal House for many years in Board of Works  

1933 Obituary173 Kate Killeen Killeen Kate 24.10.1933 London widow of James F. Killeen, Canal House, Limerick (funeral report, 26.10.1933)  

                                                           
162 Slater’s Directory, http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1894,%20Slater.pdf 
163 Ibid., http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1894,%20Slater.pdf 
164 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/kearney,%20michael%20j.pdf 
165 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/124%20vol%201.4%20Preliminary%20pages.pdf  
166 Slater’s Directory, http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1905,%20Kelly.pdf 
167 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/11%2017%20ogorman%20report.pdf 
168 Guy’s Directory, Record Details: #12082 
169 http://museum.limerick.ie/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/object_id/38048 
170 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/11%2011%201926%20kearney.pdf 
171 OLJ, The Shannon Scheme, http://limerickcity.ie/media/Media,3952,en.pdf 
172 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/02%2020%201932%20killeen,%20dickson.pdf 
173 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/10%2024%201933%20killeen,%20gaffney%20fnl.pdf 

http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1894,%20Slater.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1894,%20Slater.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/kearney,%20michael%20j.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/124%20vol%201.4%20Preliminary%20pages.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/1905,%20Kelly.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/11%2017%20ogorman%20report.pdf
http://museum.limerick.ie/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/object_id/38048
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/11%2011%201926%20kearney.pdf
http://limerickcity.ie/media/Media,3952,en.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/02%2020%201932%20killeen,%20dickson.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/10%2024%201933%20killeen,%20gaffney%20fnl.pdf
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1923-38 Rate Valuation Books Ref 17; Occupiers; Commissioners of 

Public Works 

Immediate Lessors: In fee; Collectors House & Yard  

1942 Obituary174 Dudley F. Fletcher Obituary: Fletcher F. Dudley 04.05.1942 Killaloe Co, Clare inspector in the Board of Works  

1937-52 Rate Valuation Books Ref 17 Occupier 

John J Johnson 

Immediate Lessors Commissioners of Public Works; House & Small Garden  

1945 Billhead175 Arthur Guinness & Son Ltd Grand Canal Harbour Limerick  

1950 Obituary176 Mary Madigan Madigan Mary (Mrs.) 07/10/1950 Canal Harbour buried Mount St. Lawrence Cemetery  

1955 Limerick Leader177  Amalgamation of Grand 

Canal Company & CIE 

Merging: Incidently the Grand Canal Company merged with CIE in 1950 and for the last five years (article 1960) jointly controlled the running of the 

canal.  

 

1956 Limerick Leader178  Fears of closure of Inland 

Navigation System 

Limerick should utilise its advantageous position between the ocean and inland navigation and serve as a terminus or loading point for barges.  

1956 Obituary179 John Johnson Canal House Limerick 05.05.56  

1960 Old Limerick Journal180.  Closure of canal In 1960 the Limerick Canal was finally closed as a commercial waterway and the transport of stout by canal was ended. From then onwards, the 200 

licensed premises in Limerick got their supplies by rail from Dublin. Guinness sold its 56 working barges at public auction soon after. 

 

1960 Limerick Leader181  Closure of canal Paddy Quinlan, 27 years working canal, quotes 'Limerick got its best drink when the stout was being conveyed by canal, I think we have the best pint 

of Guinness of all here. You see it got mellowed on the voyage and there was a unique flavour about it'.  

 

1969 Limerick Chronicle 182 Clean the Grand Canal Article where Frank Carroll and Christie query the Board of works about the dereliction of the canal at Limerick, the towpath now impassable  

1953-70 Rate Valuation Books Ref 17 Occupier John J. Johnson Canal House; Immediate Lessors: Commissioners of Public Works; House & Small Garden  
1984 Limerick Leader 183 Rev Dominic Johnson  Son of John J. Johnson) argues to reopen canal Calls to reopen Grand Canal for commercial and recreational traffic  

                                                           
174 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/05%2004%20image0.pdf 
175 http://museum.limerick.ie/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/object_id/58679 
176 http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/ll%2010%2007%201950%20hassett,%20madigan.pdf 
177 Limerick Leader, 18.05.1960, ‘Closing of the canal marks new era for Guinness; http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal027.pdf 
178 Ibid., 30.07.1956, ‘Things that matter’; http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal028.pdf 
179 http://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/coclare/genealogy/champions/championj.htm 
180 OLJ 2009, Vol. 43, http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/old%20harbour%20canal%20pt%201.pdf 
181 Limerick Leader, 18.05.1960 ’Closing of canal marks new era for Guinness’; http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal027.pdf 
182 Limerick Chronicle, 05.04.1969; http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal021.pdf 
183 Limerick Leader, 11.08.1984, ‘Re-open canal to commercial traffic’; http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal024.pdf 

http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/05%2004%20image0.pdf
http://museum.limerick.ie/index.php/Detail/Object/Show/object_id/58679
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/ll%2010%2007%201950%20hassett,%20madigan.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal027.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal028.pdf
http://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/coclare/genealogy/champions/championj.htm
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/old%20harbour%20canal%20pt%201.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal027.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal021.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal024.pdf
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1984 Limerick Leader184  Canal Restoration Group 

formed 1982.  

PRO: Kathleen Reale; Jim Madden: Advisor for association 

National Manpower Youth Employment Project clearing parts of canal. Visit of Minister Michael Noonan TD. £4,000 sought for new lock gates 

 

1985 Limerick Leader185  Canal cleaned 

Department of Labour 

Youth Employment Scheme  

Canal Restoration Group Committee includes: Mr & Mrs Jim Madden, Mrs Kathleen Reale, Gus Doyle and Seamus O Cinneide; 20 weeks spent 

clearing canal, from overgrown waterway to something approaching a tourist attraction. A dredger also used to clear sections of canal. Three cars 

removed from canal. Potential for slipway mooted. 

 

1993 Limerick Leader186  Lough Derg Way near 

completion 

Walk linking Limerick city with Lough Derg along old canal system, developed by Shannon Development and Cospoir. Includes Park Canal  

1993 Limerick Chronicle187 Canal Restoration Group  Canal Restoration Group Secretary: Kathleen Reale. Anger by local group at findings of National Canals and Waterways Strategy report for the Office 

of Public Works stated that the restoration of the Park Canal was unfeasible. 

 

1994 Old Limerick Journal188. Limerick Civic Trust 

restoration 

In 1984 the Limerick Civic Trust commenced work at Lock Quay, The trust donated £86,860 from a total bill for the project of £824,122  

1995 Limerick Civic Trust189 FAS National Infrastructure 

Award 

The canal project was hugely successful and it achieved the ultimate honour of winning the FAS National Infrastructure Award at the 1995ceremony 

in the Royal Hospital in Kilmainham, Dublin, presented by the Minister for Enterprise and Employment, Richard Bruton TD 

 

1996 Limerick Civic Trust Plaque on Uzuld Bridge Lock Quay Built 1757. Restored 1995/6 by Limerick Civic Trust Assisted by FAS Community Employment Winner FAS National Infrastructure Award 

1995. John G. McMahon & Assoc. Architects Gibson O'Comnnor Engineers 

 

2004 Old Limerick Journal190.  Water in Historic Cities 

project 

Shannon Development and Limerick City Council Successfully obtained €1 million in funding under the EU ‘Water in Historic Cities’ initiative which 

ran from 2004 to 2007. This was a period that saw major dredging and redevelopment work achieved on the canal. 

 

2007 Limerick Post191  Removal of former Guinness 

building and stores 

Article on the redevelopment of the Park Canal, these works were undertaken as part of the Water in Historic Cities project.  

 

Table 10. Table of the written references to the Canal Harbour complex 

 

                                                           
184 Ibid., 21.07.1984, ‘Canal may barge its way back into business’; http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal023.pdf 
185 Ibid., 23.03.1985, ‘From this, to this: canal transformed, http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal025.pdf 
186 Ibid., 27.11.1993, ‘16-mile canal bank walk to Lough Derg nears completion,’ http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal012.pdf 
187 Limerick Chronicle, 20.03.1993, ‘Restore Limerick canal group’, http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal010.pdf 
188 OLJ 2009, Vol. 43; http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/old%20harbour%20canal%20pt%201.pdf 
189 Limerick Civic Trust – The First 25 Years 1983-2009 
190 OLJ, 2009, Vol. 43; http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/old%20harbour%20canal%20pt%201.pdf 
191 Limerick Post 09.05.2007, ‘Development potential of the restored canal’, http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal019.pdf 

http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal023.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal025.pdf
http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal012.pdf
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http://www.limerickcity.ie/media/canal019.pdf
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Appendix 2: 

Cartographic record of the Canal Harbour 
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Map 1: Detail of Hardiman Map of Limerick c. 1590 by 
Grenville  
 

IHTA map 6 
Map rotated 90° clockwise 
 

 

The waters of the Abbey River comes up to the walls of Irishtown and 
East Watergate 
Boggy area of Monamuck north of the stream, leading northeast from 
Cromwell’s tower 
Probable trace of Poulavadra to the north 
Small fishing boats cots/gandelows on the river 
 

 

 

 

 

Map 2: Detail of Thomas Phillips map of Limerick 1685 
 

IHTA map 12 
Map rotated 90° clockwise 
 

 

Overlay of proposed refortification of Irishtown traced over map 
North-northwest/south-southeast leading from East Watergate to bog 
of Cloon 
Northwest/southeast inlet and stream opposite the Franciscan Friary 
Poulavadra not visible however boggy area of Monamuck visible 
 

 

 

 

Map 3: Detail of 1752 William Eyres map of Limerick 
 
 

IHTA map 15 
Map rotated 90° anticlockwise 
 

 

Stream of Poulavadra is clearly defined 
North-northwest/south-southeast leading from East Watergate to bog 
of Cloon 
Outside East Watergate there is an east/west drainage ditch with a 
series  north and south herringbone type drains. The large drain is on 
the same orientation as the later Park Canal, this drain was possibly re-
cut.  
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Map 4: Limerick Museum catalogue 1998.1607 
Drawn by Edward Uzuld in 1763, later copied in 1844 
for J. N. Russell 
 

Map rotated 90° clockwise 
 

 

The canal and the canal harbour with two lock gates are visible. 
There are drainage ditches to the immediate north and south of the 
canal 
A north-northeast/south-southwest drain or inlet outside East 
Watergate is visible 
The area G is referred to as the land of Peter Sargent with the stream of 
Poulavadra to north 
The area D is referred to as the boggy ground of Labanamucky  
C is a track leading from East Watergate to Pennywell 
 

 

 

Map 5: 1764 Plan of New Quay, Leonard Collection 
University of Limerick 
 

IHTA map 17 
 

 

Area D is defined as, New Wall from Lock, home to Baal’s Bridge 
The area to the immediate north of the lock harbour appears to be re-
modelled, the Poulavadra possibly straightened 
The ‘track’, is now referred to as the ‘Road to Penny Well’ 
Lock gates in same location 
 

 

 

Map 6: Detail of 1769 map of Limerick by Christopher 
Colles 
 

IHTA map 18 
Map rotated 90° clockwise 
 

 

The Uzuld Bridge appears for the first time. OLJ 2003 has reference to 
foundation stone of the bridge being laid in 1761 
The Lock Mills appears for the first time. OLJ 2003 has reference to 
construction of mills beginning in 1762. Note the floor plan; central 
block surrounded by C-shaped range of buildings 
The sluice leading from the canal to the Lock Mills is visible 
The area immediately north of the Canal Harbour has been cleared, the 
mouth of the Poulavadrato the northwest 
There now appears to be a build up of sediment to the immediate west 
of the north side of the canal 
The areas to the north and south of the canal is defined as BOGGY 
GROUND 
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Map 7: Detail of 1786 C. J. Sauthier map of Limerick  
IHTA map 19 
 

Map rotated 90° clockwise 
 

 

Though this map is generally a copy of the Colles 1769 map, there are 
notable differences 
Canal Harbour, locks and Uzuld Bridge are identical to Colles map 
The ground plan and location of sluices is identical to Colles map also 
To the north of the Poulavadra stream the area is described as an 
osiery or willow bed 
The Canal House/Offices appears for the first time, note the 
rectangular ground plan of the building. Also the Canal House/Offices 
building does not appear to extend as far west as the later structure 
on the site, this may explain the development of the phasing of the 
buildings that is apparent in the later roof line. 
The east/west drainage ditch to the immediate south of the canal is 
very well defined 
 

 

Map 8: Detail of George McKerns 1827 map of Limerick  
 

IHTA map 22  
 

 

Grove Island appears as an island for the first time, the Lock Mills (47) 
appears as a single block. To the immediate west of the mills is the 
possible waterwheel/engine room 
The Canal Brewery (48) appears for the first time 
Letters O, P, and Q define the boundary of the City at the time 
The ground plan of the Canal House/Offices has been altered. It has 
extended eastwards and it now has a distinctive L-shaped ground plan 
The surrounding area in the Townland of Monamuck has developed 
significantly. Clare Street has been laid out, as well as Nelson Street (St 
Lelia Street) 
There appears to have been development on the south side of the 
canal also, there is a kink in the line of the Canal Walk, to the west of P 

 

Map 9: Detail of 1840 OS map 
 

IHTA map 2 

 

The Canal House/Offices buildings are subdivided. The staggered 
ground plan & sub-division of the building explains the shared 
chimneybreast & peculiar roofline of the buildings apparent in later 
photographs. The area is labelled, ‘Steam Navigation Company’s 
Office’, however, it is not clear which buildings this refers to as there 
is another building 10m east of the Canal House/Offices directly under 
the text. The ‘City of Dublin Steam Packet Company’s Stores 
(Outwards)’ appears for the first time. This building, formerly NIAH 
21513048 was removed during the restoration of the Park Canal in 
the early 21st century to make way for the canal bank walkway. To the 
west of the Steam Packet Co. Stores, a range of buildings are clearly 
shown towards the Uzuld Bridge. The Lock Mills complex has been 
substantially enlarged, the series of embankments and drainage 
ditches to the north of the mill is clearly shown. The ground plan of 
the Canal Brewery is also shown. There is a new building between the 
Lock Mills and the Canal Brewery, the building measures 6m 
east/west by 25 m north/south. The lock at the Canal Harbour is 
called Houragan’s Lock. The drainage ditch to the south of the canal is 
clearly shown, it includes a small bridge? At the junction of the Canal 
and Nelson Street winding hole on the south side of the canal only, to 
the east of the Steam Packet Stores. Grove Island is labelled as a 
Willow Bed 
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Map 10: Detail of map of Limerick by W. B. Corbett 1865 
 

IHTA map 23 
 

 

Due to scale of this map, there are no apparent changes to the layout 
of the Canal Harbour area 
The ground plan of the Lock Mills and canal brewery is identical to 
that shown in 1840 OS map 
There is a building shown at the junction of St Lelia Street and Clare 
Street (later Killaloe Slate Yard) 
 

 

Map 11: Detail of 1870 OS map of Limerick City 
 

Sheet number 66, Five feet to one statute mile 
 

 

Given the scale of this map, it is by far the most detailed of the historic 
maps of the area. Two additional small buildings are visible on the 
north side of the canal, between the Canal House/Offices and the Lock 
Mills. Features such as the three sluices on the south side of the Lock 
Mills are very clear in this map. A weighing machine is depicted to the 
northwest of the mill, also there is gasometer to the east of the mill 
complex. The building measuring 6m E/W by 25m N/S is, 
unfortunately, not labelled, another building to the north is shown for 
the first time. The plan of the Canal Brewery is shown in great detail. 
On the south side of the canal, the plan of the buildings next to the 
Canal Harbour is different than in previous and subsequent maps. The 
Killaloe Slate Yard at the junction of Nelson Street and Clare Street is 
shown for the first time. There is a new building to the east of the 
Steam Packet Company’s Stores building, a crane is depicted in 
between these buildings. Grove Island is labelled as an Osiers and 
covered by High Tides 
 

 

 

 

Map 11a: Detail of 1870 OS map of Limerick  
 

Sheet number 66, Five feet to one statute mile 
 

 

The plan of the Canal House/Offices is shown in great detail. On 
the west end of the structure, there appears to be an annex to the 
building on the northwest corner. On the east façade of the 
building there is a gate and range of steps leading down to the 
entrance of the eastern block of the Canal House/Offices. Two 
additional small buildings are visible on the north side of the canal, 
between the Canal House/Offices and the Lock Mills. Note that 
these buildings do not appear on subsequent maps or 
photographs. The range of twin locks are referred to as Tidal 
Locks. On the south side of the canal, there is a wall and gate 
giving access to the western portion of the lock. This wall, 
continues to the north side of the Uzuld Bridge, later photographs 
show a doorway between the bridge and the Canal House/Office 
building. The peculiar layout of the parish boundary, which 
includes the Canal House/Office building and western end of the 
Tidal Lock has no apparent explanation. The Canal House/Office 
building is thus within the St John’s Parish, in the Townland of 
Monamuck and the William Street Electoral Ward. 
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Map 12: Detail of 1900 OS map Scale 1:5000 IHTA map 4 
 

 

The range of buildings located between the Canal Brewery and 
the Lock Mills have been greatly enlarged, the function of these 
structures remains unclear. The Lock Mills is described as a Corn 
Mill. There is also an extension attached to the east side of the 
Lock Mills. The two small buildings to the east of the Canal 
House/Offices have disappeared. Grove Island is described as 
being part of St Patrick’s Parish and covered by Spring Tides. 
There is a new crane to the west of the Dublin Steam Packet 
Company’s Stores, this crane is still extant. 
Although obscured by the Ward Boundary line, the steps 
leading down to the eastern side of the Canal House/Offices is 
still shown 

 
Map 13: 2019 Ordnance Survey Map http://webgis.archaeology.ie/historicenvironment/ 

 

The Lock Mills complex and the Canal Brewery are no longer 
extant (having been demolished in the mid-20th century). The 
Canal Harbour is still extant, the tidal lock being operated by 
Waterways Ireland. The Lock Buildings are still extant, though 
in a derelict condition. The range of buildings on the south 
side of the canal are still extant though in a derelict condition. 
The former Dublin Steam Packet stores on the south side of 
the canal (NIAH 21513048) were removed circa 2007 to open 
up the canal bank for recreational purposes 

 

 

Table 11. Cartographic record of the Canal Harbour complex 
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Appendix 3: 

Questionnaire on the Canal Harbour Buildings 

 

The following questionnaire was widely distributed within the area. The questionnaire was 

amended (Section 1 was omitted) and circulated on social media through Survey Monkey. 
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Lock Quay 

 

Questionnaire 

 
Limerick City and County Council is creating a Plan that is assessing the significance of Lock 

Quay, the canal, the lock, the bridge and the buildings and gathering ideas for the future 

use of the area. As part of the study it is vital for the Council to know the opinions and 

concerns of residents, businesses, citizens and other people who use the area regularly. 

The Council have received funding to carry out this Conservation & Management Plan as 

part of Limerick’s involvement in a European funded project called the Maritime, Military 

& Industrial Heritage of the Atlantic Area Coast. The Lock Quay is considered as Maritime 

& Industrial Heritage and was selected as the best project from a preliminary study. The 

buildings, known locally as the ‘Canal House’ have been in a derelict state since the mid-

20th century and in this phase of works they will be cleaned and consolidated.  

To ensure that they survive, they will have to be brought back into some use and it is 

essential that any future use retains what is locally important and what is best for the area. 

 

We would be very grateful if you could take a few minutes completing this questionnaire – 

many of the questions simply require a tick or number in the relevant box.  

Thank you very much for your assistance. 
 

   
 

 

 

To include the information you provide in the Conservation & Management Plan, we need 

your response by 10th November 2019. Please return your completed questionnaire by 

post or by hand to the Absolute Hotel – a box will be left in the reception area or to City 

Hall at reception in Merchants Quay. If you prefer to respond by e-mail please return to 

john.elliott@limerick.ie . 
 

  

mailto:john.elliott@limerick.ie
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Section 1: Please tick Relevant box: 

About You  

1. Are you:  Single      Couple    Student  

2. Children in household: Yes  No  

3. How many in your household belong to each of the following age brackets?  

(please insert the number in each relevant box). 

1-12           13-17        18-35     36-65                over 65  

4. Resident in Lock Quay area:    

Under 12 months        under 10yrs    over 10yrs         over 20yrs 

About Lock Quay and the Park Canal 

5. Do you know where the Park Canal goes? Yes:  No:   

6. Do you know why the Park Canal was built? Yes:  No:  

7. When do you think the Park Canal was built 

Pre 1800      1800-1850               1850-1900            1900-1950   

8. Do you know how the lock works? Yes:   No: 

About you and Lock Quay 

9. Do you often walk along Lock Quay and the Park Canal? Yes:            No: 

10. If so, do you walk as far as, (please tick where relevant). 

Troy’s Lock/Park Bridge       Guinness/Kevin Hannan Bridge 

Corbally/Shannon Banks                 University of Limerick along towpath  

11. Do you use the Park Canal for any of these activities? (please tick where relevant). 

Walking    Cycling            Dog walking        Fishing     

Kayaking        Use exercise machines        Commute to college or work   

Other ……………………………………………………………………………………… 
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12. Do you use the Park Canal to access any of the following? (please tick where relevant). 

Grove Island:  Apartments      Shopping Centre        Leisure Centre   

St Mary’s Rugby Club    Richmond Rugby Club    O’Brien Park     

Limerick School of Art & Design    University of Limerick   

 

Section 2: Your ideas 

13. Which of the following problems affect the Lock Quay and the Park Canal the most? 

(please enter a number from 1-10 relating to severity of problem, 1=low, 10=high) 

Littering       Dog fouling      Anti-social behaviour     

Vandalism            Public drinking             Graffiti              None of the above    

Other……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

14. Which of the following improvements would benefit the Lock Quay and the Park Canal area the 

most? (please enter a number from 1-10 relating to degree of benefit, 1=low, 10=high) 

Information boards on industrial heritage Increased public lighting      

Increased Garda patrols    Map of walking & cycling routes   

More CCTV   Information boards on natural heritage    

Pontoon/access to canal        

15. If the Canal House buildings were restored, how would you like to see them used? (please enter 

a number from 1-10 relating to degree of benefit, 1=low, 10=high) 

Café             Restaurant       Water-sports centre (kayaking etc.)    

Marina centre (office and ancillary facilities)                Cultural/artistic space    

Other……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Thank you for your time. 

.
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 Question Options Q/aire Survey 

Monkey 

 

Q1 Do you know why the Park Canal was built? Yes 15 51 # 

No 1 48 # 

Q2 When do you think the Park Canal was built? Pre 1800  10 25 # 

1800-1850   1 47 # 

1850-1900     5 26 # 

1900-1950   0 2 # 

Q3 Do you know how the lock works?  Yes 16 63 # 

No 0 37 # 

Q4 Do you often walk along Lock Quay and the Park Canal? Yes 15 85 # 

No 1 15 # 

Q5 If so, do you walk as far as Troy’s Lock/Park Bridge    5 25 # 

Corbally/Shannon Banks  7 22 # 

Guinness/Kevin Hannan Bridge 7 43 # 

University of Limerick towpath  12 70 # 

Q6 Do you use the Park Canal for any of these activities?  Walking 15 87 # 

Cycling 7 53 # 

Dog Walking 5 31 # 

Fishing 1 4 # 

Kayaking 0 4 # 

Exercise Machines 3 17 # 

Commute to College or work 0 23 # 

Q7 Do you use the Park Canal to access any of the 

following?  

Grove Island Apartments   2 5 # 

Grove Island Shopping Centre 4 19 # 

Grove Island Leisure Centre 3 16 # 

St Mary’s Rugby Club   1 14 # 

Richmond Rugby Club   2 9 # 

O’Brien Park    7 11 # 

Limerick School of Art & Design   4 5 # 

University of Limerick 11 57 # 

Abbey Rovers FC     0  # 

St Patrick’s GAA     1 5 # 
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Q8  Which of the following problems affect the Lock Quay 

and the Park Canal the most? 

Littering 70 61 % 

Dog fouling 66 48 % 

Anti-social behaviour 83 67 % 

Vandalism 84 38 % 

Public drinking 85 51 % 

Graffiti 77 34 % 

None of the above 0 4 % 

Q9 Which of the following improvements would benefit 

the Lock Quay and the Park Canal area the most?  

Information boards on industrial 

heritage 

87 81 % 

Increased public lighting   83 89 % 

Increased Garda patrols   72 94 % 

Map of walking & cycling routes   83 80 % 

More CCTV  82 90 % 

Information boards on natural 

heritage  

75 80 % 

Pontoon/access to canal       73 83 % 

Q10 If the Canal House buildings were restored, how would 

you like to see them used? 

Café 68 85 % 

Restaurant 71 58 % 

Water-sports centre (kayaking 

etc.)  

76 46 % 

Marina centre (office and 

ancillary facilities)      

85 25 % 

Cultural/artistic space  68 62 % 

 

Table 12. Questionnaire with breakdown of responses 
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Appendix 4 

 
Options 
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Option 1: Re-use as an artisan workshop: Limerick City Build 

If the Canal Harbour Buildings were to be restored and re-used as an artisan workshop, the 

produce manufactured at the site should reflect the maritime and cultural heritage of the site.  

Limerick City Build (LCB) is a social enterprise initiative formed to create employment for 

economically marginalised and socially excluded people in Limerick City. This enterprise offers 

numerous training programmes and apprenticeships in trades such as carpentry, woodworking 

and cabinet-making. Another project that Limerick City Build is undertaking is themed as the 

‘Voice of the River’, which is an initiative intended to re-establish river-based skills and culture in 

Limerick by introducing wooden boat building and restoration courses and the restoration of the 

32E barge, a dredging boat formerly employed by the Grand Canal Company on the River 

Shannon.192 

The location of the Canal Harbour Buildings, at the junction of the Park Canal and the Abbey River 

may be quite suitable to be re-purposed as a workshop for an organisation such as Limerick City 

Build. This workshop could be used for woodworking and boat restoration projects.  

 

Strengths Weaknesses 

Fulfils MMIAH Project remit  Lack of utilities at the site: electricity, water etc. 

Providies a location for a local enterprise that provides 

training to youths from disadvantaged areas 

Extra funding would be required to complete the 

project to development ready stage. 

Centrally located in Limerick City, above the LMD weir, 

access to various watercourses. 

No direct vehicular access to the site (vehicles cannot 

pass the Uzuld Bridge) 

Decreases dereliction in the area. A workshop operated by Limerick City Build would not 

be a public amenity, as per WI agreement  

Site is suitable to be re-purposed as a woodworking or 

boatbuilding workshop 

Need for a long term agreement between LCCC and 

LCB to use the site 

Opportunities Threats 

Would support the ‘Voice of the River’ project Flooding & Climate change. Site is outside proposed 

CFRAMS flood defence scheme. 

Continuous use and maintenance will prevent return of 

vegetation overgrowth in the Park Canal. 

Potential for anti-social behaviour, especially at night. 

Provide training for the building of local traditional fishing 

boats (gandelows and cots) 

The Park Canal and Grove Island are within the SAC 

002165 Lower River Shannon. 

LCB will be in the need of new workshop spaces as the site 

of their headquarters is being redeveloped 

Long-term agreement needed between LCB & WI for 

the site >5 year period. 

Table 13. SWOT Analysis: Lock Quay: Artisan workshop: Limerick City Build 

                                                           
192 https://www.limerickcitybuild.ie/projects 

https://www.limerickcitybuild.ie/projects
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Option 2: Re-use as a Waterways Ireland office or depot 

The restored Young’s Store, in Tullamore County Offaly is mentioned in the Waterways Ireland 

report as a potential replacement for the existing Waterways Ireland local office in the town. The 

head office of Waterways Ireland is in Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh, with Regional Offices in Carrick-

on-Suir and Scariff, Co. Clare. Local offices are located in Ballyconnell, Co. Cabvan, Athlone, Co. 

Westmeath, Tullamore, Co. Offaly and Portumna, Co. Galway. Scariff is the closest office to 

Limerick City. 

A local office or depot for Waterways Ireland located in Limerick City would focus the potential 

for marine tourism and recreational use of the rivers and canals in Limerick and the south-west 

region. An office or depot would alleviate the lack of riverine infrastructure on the Shannon 

Navigation below Killaloe, Co. Clare. It would also emphasise the potential for Limerick to act as 

a gateway between the inland navigation system and the Shannon Estuary and the wider Wild 

Atlantic Way tourism product.  

 

Strengths Weaknesses 

Fulfils MMIAH Project remit by finding new use for 

abandoned MMI heritage.  

Lack of utilities at the site: electricity, water etc. 

Implementing LCCC Tourism Development Plan: 

Blueways Masterplan, re: marine infrastructure. 

Extra funding would be required to complete the 

project to development ready stage. 

Centrally located in Limerick City, above the LMD weir, 

access to various watercourses. 

No direct vehicular access to the site (vehicles cannot 

pass the Uzuld Bridge) 

Finding long-term use for a long derelict building, 

decreasing dereliction in the area. 

Approval needed to clear vegetation overgrowth in both 

Park Canal & Grove Island (both SAC’s) 

Provides a permanent base for Waterways Ireland in 

Limerick City 

Proximity to the Abbey River and boats using the 

Shannon Navigation below Ardnacrusha. 

Opportunities Threats 

Increased cooperation between LCCC & WI in Limerick 

City. 

Flooding & Climate change. Site is outside proposed 

CFRAMS flood defence scheme. 

Continuous use and maintenance will prevent return 

of vegetation overgrowth in the Park Canal. 

Relatively isolated location, potential for anti-social 

behaviour, especially at night. 

The location is ideally suited for a to provide for 

maintenance of Shannon Navigation at Limerick  

The Park Canal and Grove Island are within the SAC 

002165 Lower River Shannon. 

Spur economic development and use of the canal area 

as an amenity. 

Long-term agreement needed between LCCC & WI for 

the site >5 year period. 

Table 14. SWOT Analysis Waterways Ireland depot or office 
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Option 3: Re-use as Water Based Activity Centre 

A potential future use of the site, similar to most of the proposals in the Waterways Ireland Plan is 

to develop the Canal Harbour buildings at Lock Quay as a support centre for the amenities provided 

by the canal and the towpaths. In recent years there has been an upsurge in water-based activities 

in Limerick City with the establishment of two adventure sports companies, Nevsail193 and Get 

West194. These activity providers have enabled a generation of people to appreciate the river and 

the city from a new perspective. Unfortunately neither of these water-based activity providers 

have a permanent base in the city and lack secure storage for their equipment/personal belongings 

or basic facilities such as water or electricity. These factors have impacted on the development of 

their businesses.  

 

The advancement of water-based activities, and the tuition of younger children in the relatively 

safe environment of the canal in Limerick City could be greatly advanced by the development of a 

purpose built location in the city centre that has permanent direct and secure access to the various 

waterways in the city centre, with secure storage, showers and office space. 

 

Strengths Weaknesses 

Fulfils MMIAH Project remit  Lack of utilities at the site: electricity, water etc. 

Complements Tourism Strategy  Extra funding required to complete the project  

Central location, with access to a variety of 

watercourses. 

No direct vehicular access to the site  

Decreases dereliction in the area. Approval needed to clear overgrowth in Park Canal  

Opportunities Threats 

Increased cooperation between LCCC & WI in the 

promotion of water-based activities in Limerick City. 

Site is outside CFRAMS flood defence scheme. 

Continuous use and maintenance will prevent return 

of vegetation overgrowth in the Park Canal. 

Potential for anti-social behaviour. 

Ideally suited for a wide variety of water-based 

activities 

Within the SAC 

Spur economic development and use of the canal 

area as an amenity. 

Long-term agreement needed between LCCC & WI  

Table 15. SWOT Analysis Water-Based Activity Centre 

                                                           
193 Nevsail Watersports has been based in Limerick City at the rear of the Hunt Museum since 2012. They offer kayaking tours of the city 
and environs to groups of all ages and skill levels as well as sailing tours of the estuary. They also offer courses in orienteering and archery. 
194 GetWest has been based in Limerick City since 2014 at Wellesley Pier on Sarsfield Bridge. They also offer kayaking tours of the city and 
environs to groups of all ages and skill levels. They organise cycling tours, climbing activities and archery 


