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 Letters dated 10th January, 2022 from the Office of the Minister for Disabilities and 21st January, 
2022 from the Office of the Taoiseach in reply to the following Notice of Motion from Members: 

 
I will move at the next Meeting of Metropolitan District of Limerick that all Councillors here today 
support a motion that was passed in Dail Eireann in November 2019 to recognise the right to 
Personal Assistance Service (PAS) for disabled people to have freedom, choice and control over 
all aspects of their lives to enable them to fully participate in an inclusive society as equals.  Since 
this motion was passed numerous local authorities across Ireland have voted to support it and 
we need to do the same and call on the Minister of State at the Department of Children, Equality, 
Disability, Integration and Youth and the Government to provide legislation on this motion for 
people with Disabilities so they can live independently.   

 
 

 Letter dated 13th January, 2022 from Transport Infrastructure Ireland in reply to following Notice 
of Motion from Members: 

 
I will move at the next Meeting that the Metropolitan District: 
(a) write to TII to clarify what funding mechanism / scheme the latter have in place to address 

mitigation measures where residents in existing residential developments living near roads 
are exposed to existing high noise levels from transportation; 

(b) calls on the DHPLG and the Department of Transport to develop national policy and guidance 
on the approach to addressing exposure to transportation noise, that will identify what an 
excessive noise level is and what acceptable road noise levels are for communities both in 
existing residential developments near roads with a view to establishing eligibility for 
mitigation measures, and when considering planning for new residential developments. 

 
 

 Email dated 19th January, 2022 from the Office of the Minister for Health in reply to Notice of 
Motion from Members that the Council write to the Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly to 
impress upon him the urgent need to fast track surgical review for children with Spina Bifida and 
Hydrocephalus.  

 
 
 









From: Ministers Office <ministers_office@health.gov.ie>  
Sent: Wednesday, January 19, 2022 1:06 PM 
To: Customer Services <customerservices@limerick.ie> 
Subject: HEA-MO-21413-2021 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Organisation. Do not follow guidance, 
click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

 
HEA-MO-21413-2021  
 
19th January 2022  
 
Dear Mr. Leahy, 
 
Minister Donnelly has noted your correspondence on behalf of Limerick City and County Council 
concerning the urgent need to fast track surgical review for children with Spina Bifida and 
Hydrocephalus and has asked me to respond to you. 
 
Minister Donnelly acknowledges that waiting times for many hospital procedures and appointments 
are unacceptably long. It is of particular regret that children can experience long waiting times for 
orthopaedic treatment, especially for time sensitive procedures, and the Minister remains acutely 
aware of the impact that this has on children and their families. 
 
As part of Children’s Health Ireland’s (CHI) paediatric orthopaedic service, most complex 
orthopaedic cases are treated at Crumlin and Temple Street, with Crumlin providing specialised 
multi-disciplinary treatment for the most complex patients. The National Orthopaedic Hospital at 
Cappagh provides additional capacity for the treatment of less complex orthopaedic patients, 
including routine scoliosis procedures. By using the capacity provided by Cappagh, CHI can free up 
space in order that complex orthopaedic procedures can be carried out centrally at CHI sites. 
 
More specifically, additional theatre capacity at the National Orthopaedic Hospital Cappagh 
commenced on the 26 April 2021 for daycase surgery. CHI has advised the Department of Health 
that this should result in a positive impact in reducing long waiting times for general orthopaedics, 
in addition to consequential capacity gains for scoliosis patients. In 2022 CHI is planning to 
undertake a range of inpatient, daycase and outpatient orthopaedic appointments in Cappagh. 
 
In 2018 Children’s Health Ireland was provided with an additional €9 million in funding to address 
paediatric orthopaedic waiting lists. This funding is recurring and has been provided in the base HSE 
allocation each year since 2018. The additional funding supported the recruitment of approximately 
60 WTEs in 2018 and 2019 to enable the expansion of paediatric orthopaedic services. 
 
Funding proposals submitted to the HSE by Children’s Health Ireland for increased investment in 
paediatric orthopaedic services in 2022 will be decided as part of the finalisation of the 2022 Waiting 
List Action Plan. In addition the HSE has advised the Department that a proposal to fund an 
additional theatre at Temple Street is currently progressing through the normal HSE capital approval 
process. Improving access to scheduled care capacity remains a priority for the Department of 
Health as work continues to finalise this year's Waiting List Plan. For 2022 an additional allocation 
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of €250 million, comprised of €200 million to the HSE and €50 million to the National Treatment 
Purchase Fund has been provided in respect of work to reduce hospital and community waiting lists. 
 
In terms of broader services for children with Spina Bifida, CHI have advised the Department of 
Health that this year CHI at Temple Street has doubled capacity from 2 Multidisciplinary(MDT) clinics 
to 4 MDT outpatient clinics per month. This will improve access to specialists in the area 
of  Neurodisability, Neurosurgery, Orthopaedics, Urology, Occupational therapy, Physiotherapy, 
and Neuropsychology. The clinics also provide access to a Medical Social worker and a Clinical Nurse 
Specialist. CHI has advised the Department that this capacity increase is expected to provide each 
child with an annual review and will reduce the waiting time for follow up appointments. 
 
In addition, the Department of Health, the HSE and the National Treatment Purchase Fund are also 
working on a Multi Annual Waiting List Plan to bring waiting lists in line with Sláintecare targets over 
the coming years. This process will be overseen by a Ministerial Taskforce, chaired by the Secretary 
General of the Department of Health and includes representatives from the HSE and National 
Treatment Purchase Fund. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Miriam Rooney 
Private Secretary to the Minister for Health 
 


