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What is Connecting Ireland?

• Connecting Ireland is a major public transport initiative developed by the NTA with the aim 
of increasing connectivity, particularly for people living outside our major cities and towns. 

• The plan aims to improve mobility in rural areas, and it will do this by providing better 
connections between villages and towns by linking these areas with an enhanced regional 
network connecting cities and regional centres nationwide.

• The NTA has undertaken a comprehensive analysis to better understand where rural bus 
service improvements are required with a view to introducing new and improved 
connections between villages and towns.

• These improvements will create a more effective and integrated system, which brings 
people in rural areas to where they want to go, when they want to get there.



Benefits



Benefits
• The enhanced network will greatly improve interconnectivity between communities.

• The NTA estimates that the implementation of service improvements emerging from 
Connecting Ireland work will provide:

• Over 70% of those living outside the Cities will have access to a public transport service that provides at 
least three return trips each weekday to a nearby town

• Improved mobility options for those in remote areas with the provision of Demand Responsive and other 
innovative transport services

• Over 100 new Local Centre connections from rural settlements in the hinterland

• Over 100 new County Town connections from all types of settlements around County Towns; and

• Over 60 new Regional Centre/City connections, from all types of settlements around these 
Centres/Cities.



Limerick Proposals



Regional Corridor Proposals



Local Route Proposals





Timeline
• Throughout late 2020 and 2021 the NTA held a series of workshops with Local Authorities 

and National Agencies. These workshops provided the opportunity to better understand 
gaps in the public transport network at a local level.

• In late 2021 the NTA started the public consultation phase through online public meetings 
(mid-November), engagement with public representatives, and encouraging members of 
the public to respond to an online survey. The Connecting Ireland team presented to 
members of the Oireachtas on 1 November 2021 and presented to councillors from the 
Northern and Western regions on 3 November 2021.

• In early 2022 the NTA will be analysing the feedback received from the public 
consultation. They will issue a report once this process is finalised. 

• Rollout of new and improved services will happen on a phased basis from 2022 to 2025.


