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‘Dark and gritty, 
desperately sad 

and wildly funny.’ 

DONAL  
RYAN

‘A skillful and 
truthful novel,  
full of heart.’ 

JOSEPH 
O’CONNOR

‘A compelling 
read, every phrase 

rings with truth.’ 

SHEENA 
WILKINSON

Monday nite on 29 May 2014 
I cant believe your gone.

Tuesday 30 June 2019 
I know you’ll hate me. I just know you will.  
But I can’t help it. I’m going to find you.

Matt’s mam left when he was ten. He writes letters to her 
but doesn’t send them. He keeps them in his Gone Book. 
Five years of letters about his life. Five years of hurt.

Since Matt’s dad gave up the drink all he does is run and 
pray. His older brother is taking drugs and owes money 
to bad people. His friends Mikey and Anna are the best 
things in his life, but Matt keeps pushing them away.

Matt just wants to skate, surf and forget. But now his 
mam is back in town with her new family and Matt knows 
he needs to find her, to finally deliver the truth.
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Limerick Reads – What ’s The Story?  
Raising awareness of reading through the promotion of fantastic Limerick writing 

and writers. We aim to make connections, start conversations and highlight 
reading as an essential element in all of our wellbeing.   Stories are what connect 
us – so let’s allow these wonderful Limerick Reads stories to connect as many of 

us throughout Limerick  as possible. 

 Limerick Reads – What ’s The Story?  features the following titles.    
There’s a story here for everyone – short story, growing up story, letting go story,  
laugh-out-loud story.   We invite you to  jump in, enjoy and let the story take you 

where it will!   

Pádraig Kenny – The Monsters of Rookhaven
Judi Curtin – Lily Steps Up 

Helena Close – The Gone Book 
Roisin Meaney – The Restaurant 

Donal Ryan – Strange Flowers 
Kevin Barry – That Old Country Music    

What ’s the Story? 
Connecting through great stories


