CORRESPONDENCE

July 2021 Council Meeting

Letter received on 215 May, 2021, from the Meetings Administrator, Meath County
Council, outlining resolution adopted by Council that Members should not be subjected
to a financial penalty under the 80% attendance of meetings rule following the loss of an
‘immediate relative,” and calling on the Minister for Housing, Local Government and
Heritage to amend Circular LG 4/20109.

E-Mail received on 28t May, 2021, from the Office of Mr. Peter Burke, TD, Minister of
State for Planning and Local Government, in reply to resolution adopted by the Council
that, in light of the recent Government announcement on the Rural Development Policy
2021-2025 entitled "Our Rural Future,” and the lack of infrastructure such as sewerage in
our local towns and villages, Limerick City and County Council call on the Minister for
Housing, Local Government and Heritage to maintain the status quo with regard to policy
on one-off rural housing in our County and City Development Plan and that the phrase
"social and economic need" not be included.

Letter received on 2" June, 2021, from the Meetings Administrator, Sligo County Council,
outlining resolution adopted by the Council calling on the Minister for Social Protection to
allow all working mothers, and their partners, to take paid leave after suffering a
miscarriage or stillbirth.

Letter received on 3 June, 2021, from Mr. Barry McGinn, Chief Executive Officer,
RehabGroup, in reply to correspondence issued following a Special Meeting of the Council
held to discuss the closure of the Rehab Logistics Plant in Raheen and outlining the
Members’ concerns.

Letter received on 3" June, 2021, from the Meetings Administrator, Sligo County Council,
outlining resolution adopted by the Council calling on the Minister for Justice to
reconsider the decision not to have a specific offence of ‘stalking’ introduced onto the
Statute Books, and to not only introduce an offence of ‘stalking,” but to also introduce
longer sentences for the crime than those currently available to prosecutors.




Further E-Mail received on 10t June, 2021, from the Office of Mr. Peter Burke, TD,
Minister of State for Planning and Local Government, in reply to resolution adopted by
the Council that in light of the recent Governmentannouncement on the Rural
Development Policy 2021-2025 entitled "Our Rural Future,” and the lack of infrastructure
such as sewerage in our local towns and villages, Limerick City and County Council call on
the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage to maintain the status quo with
regard to policy on one-off rural housing in our County and City Development Plan and
that the phrase "social and economic need" not be included.

Letter received on 11t June, 2021, from the Municipal District of Carrickmacross-
Castleblayney outlining resolution adopted by the Municipal District calling on the
Minister for Health and the Minister of State at the Department of Children, Equality,
Disability, Integration and Youth, and the Health Service Executive, to put measures in
place to support people being cared for in their homes in the event of emergency
circumstances arising.

Letter received on 14" June, 2021, from the Office of the Taoiseach in reply to resolution
adopted by the Council that, in light of the recent Government announcement on the Rural
Development Policy 2021-2025 entitled "Our Rural Future,” and the lack of infrastructure
such as sewerage in our local towns and villages, Limerick City and County Council call on
the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage to maintain the status quo with
regard to policy on one-off rural housing in our County and City Development Plan and
that the phrase "social and economic need" not be included.

Letter received on 15%™ June, 2021, from the Meetings Administrator, Mayo County
Council, outlining resolution adopted by the Council calling for a review of the Carers’
Allowance Scheme and the Carers’ Benefit Scheme.

Letter received on 21% June, 2021, from the Chief Executive, Fermanagh and Omagh
District Council, outlining resolution adopted by the Council concerning the
implementation of their BDS support in relation to PSNI/An Garda Siochana partnerships
with Israeli security forces and companies with involvement inillegal Israeli settlements

Letter received on 25™ June, 2021, from the Office of the Taoiseach in reply to resolution
adopted by the Council calling on the Government to pass legislation to allow CCTV
camera evidence to be used in Court proceedings to secure convictions for illegal dumping
and littering.



Letter received on 25t June, 2021, from the Meetings Administrator, Meath County
Council, outlining resolutions adopted by the Council (i) calling on the Government to
explore the German Sparkasse Community Banking Model; and (ii) calling on the
Department of Health to prioritise the Transport Support Scheme.

Letter receivedon 25! June, 2021, from the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing, Local
Government and Heritage requesting a submission in relation to pre-legislative scrutiny
of the General Scheme of the Directly Elected Mayor of Limerick Bill.

Letter received on 29t June, 2021, from the Meetings Administrator, Kerry County
Council, outlining resolution adopted by the Council calling on the Department of
Education to give all schools an allocation of hours for a dedicated Home School Liaison
Officer.

Letter receivedon 29t June, 2021, fromthe Meetings Administrator, Sligo County Council,
outlining resolution adopted by the Council calling for funding to be made available for
the provision of small wastewater treatment systems in local villages throughout the
country.
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Corporate Services Department,
May 20, 2021

Re: May 2021 Meeting, Meath County Council

Dear Meeting Administrator

At its monthly meeting on May 10, 2021, members of Meath County Council adopted the following motion and
requested that it also be forwarded to all other local authorities for information:

“That Meath County Council writes to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage Darragh
O' Brien seeking to amend Circular LG 4/2019 “to recognise where a member loses an "immediate
relative" should NOT in that instance be subjected to a financial penalty under the 80% attendance of

wn

meetings rule”.

If this motion is passed, that it should be forwarded to all other Local Authorities, LAMA and AlLG.

Yours sincerely,

Robert Collins Direct Line; 046-909 7053

Meetings Administrator Email: s@



From: Housing Minister Of State

Sent: Friday, May 28, 2021 5:29 PM

To: Customer Services

Subject: FAO Ms Laura Flannery, Meetings Administrator

Dear Ms Flannery,

On behalf of Mr Peter Burke T.D., Minister of State with responsibility for Local Government and Planning,
| would like to acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 17'" May 2021 in relation to a meeting held on
22 April 2021, which was forwarded from the office of Minister Darragh O’Brien.

Kind regards,

Minister of State Burke’s Office

An Roinn Tithiochta, Rialtais Aititiil agus Oidhreachta
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage

Teach an Chustaim, Baile Atha Cliath 1, D01 W6X0
Custom House, Dublin 1, D01 W6X0
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1 June 2021

To/ Each Local Authority

At the Adjourned Ordinary Meeting of Sligo County Council held on 24™ May 2021, the
following resolution was agreed:

“T am asking Sligo County Council to write to the Minister for Social Protection, Heather
Humphreys and ask that all working mothers and their partners be allowed to take paid leave
affter suffering a miscarriage or stillbirth. This bereavement allowance would give employees
three days’ leave when a pregnancy ends in miscarriage or stillbirth, rather than forcing
them to use their sick leave.

1 also ask for this motion to be shared with all other local quthorities™

Kevin Co)rcavy
Meetings/Administrator

Carporate Services Section
Slign County Council
County Hall

Riverside

Sligo

F91 Y763

Tel: 071-9111216
e-mail: meetings@slipocaco.ie

@ sligo.ie
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Ms Lauraffannery, - _ /
Limerick City and County Councils : _ofpo o ces
Corporate Headquarters rate SeYV'” -~
Merchant’s Quay,
Limerick
2nd June 2021

Re Rehab Enterprises Raheen, Co Limerick

Dear Ms flannery,

Thank you for your recent correspondence, dated 17t May, regarding the Special Meeting of Limerick City and
County Council to discuss the closure of our Limerick plant at Raheen Business Park. I note you have also
written to the Chairman of the Rehab Group Board on the matter and I am responding to both letters in this
communication.

As outlined in my letter of the 16t April (enclosed) Rehab have made considerable effort in recent years to
identify alternative business opportunities and to adapt our business models in Raheen. Unfortunately, this
was not successful, and the business is now closed, with employees made redundant. .

We made a joint submission with SIPTU, to the Labour Court, to work collaboratively for a viable outcome for
our employees concerned. On recommendation from the Labour Court last month, Rehab Enterprises is
currently working with a SIPTU appointed expert.

A dedicated team at Rehab Group is meanwhile continuing to work with each affected person, to support

them on an individual basis to access social welfare supports and alternative work or training opportunities. To
date, four individuals have found alternative employment opportunities and Rehab Enterprises has committed
to seeking a transitional training programme to support more people into new pathways of employment or
training.

Once again, Rehab Enterprises deeply appreciates the positive working relationship that we have had with
many valued partners over the years in the Limerick area who have worked with us to provide meaningful
employment opportunities for people with disabilities in the community.



I trust this clarifies the issue for your members.

Yours sincerely,

Barry McGinn
Chief Executive Officer
Encl.

RehabGroup

Group



RehabGroup

Mr Mark Leahy, ¢ 8
Corporate Services,

Limerick City and County Councils
Corporate Headquarters
Merchant's Quay,

Limerick

16™ April 2021 .

Dear Mr Leahy,

Thank you for your recent correspondence regarding an upcoming motion on our Limerick plant at Raheen
Business Park.

Rehab Enterprises Ltd, a division of the Rehab Group, which provides full and part-time employment to people
with disabilities, has now closed its Rehab Logistics facility in Raheen Business Park, Co Limerick.

The facility at Raheen had been providing its customers with bespoke electrical assembly items and a small
fulfilment service since the 1990's. The business, which has been significantly loss-making for a number of
years, suffered a further deterioration in its finances arising fromthe Covid-13 pandemic. This led to the facility
being dosed for a number of months in 2020, and thereafter to operate at a significantly reduced capacity which
further impacted margins.

We have made every effort in recent years to identify altemative business opportunities and to adapt our business
model in Raheen. Unfortunately, this was not successful. The company entered into a process of consultation with
37 of its employees in mid-February, which has now been concluded; with the individuals affected offered a
redundancy package. Rehab Enterprises has demonstrated a commitment to work with its employees in respect
of the redundancy and the terms offered. We have also continued to work with SIPTU (the recognised Trade
Union) in respect of their members. We have attended the WRC on two occasions in recent weeks and have
made a joint submission to the Labour Court which will be heard later in the month.

Rehab is meanwhile working with each staff member to support themon an individual basis in a bid to find an
alternative work or training opportunity



Group

We are greatly appreciative of the positive working relationship that we have had with many valued partners over
the years in the Limerick area who have worked with us to provide meaningful employment opportunities for
people with disabilities in the Limerick community. It is a matter of great regret that we have found ourselves in
these very difficult circumstances.

If you need further clarification please don't hesitate to contact me,

Yours sincerely,

Barry McGinn
Chief Executive Officer

W ke gk
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2™ June 2021
To/ Each Local Authority

At the Adjourned Ordinary Meeting of Sligo County Council held on 24™ May 2021, the
following resolution was agreed:

“That this Council call on the Minister for Justice to reconsider her department’s decision not to have
a specific offence of stalking introduced on to the statute books, and to not only introduce an offence
of stalking but to also introduce longer sentences for the crime than that currently gvailable to
prosecutors.”

At present in ireland, there is no low that defines stalking as o crime. This Council calls on the
government to urgently enact clear and concise stalking legislation in Ireland.

On the rare occasion that stalking is prosecuted in Ireland, it is prosecuted under harassment laws.
The terms “stalking’ and ‘harassment’ are sometimes used interchangeably, but they can be
significantly different.

Harassment is unwanted behaviour from someone else that makes you feel distressed, humifiated or
threatened. Stalking, however, is more intense, sinister and distressing. Stalking is o pattern of
fixated, obsessive behaviour which is repeated, persistent and intrusive. It causes fear of violence or
engenders alarm and distress in the victim. Victims of stalking are often at risk of violence from their
stalker.

Although stalking has recently been associated with crimes against women it can also be a crime
agoinst a man. It can be used against celebrities, politicians and civic leaders and needs to be clearly
defined as a crime.

The Law Reform Commission has recommended that stalking be defined as a separate crime to
harassment. In the UK, when stalking was made a crime there was an increase in prosecutions -
meaning it was necessary and overdue. This Council calls on the Minister for Justice to act urgently
and legislate to make stalking o crime in Ireland.

I also ask for this motion to be shared with all other local authorities”.

( ( / <z
PRI 4
Kevin Colrealy
Meetings Adiwinistrator
Corporate Services Section
Sligo County Council
County Hall
Riverside
Sligo
F91Y763

Tel: 071-9111216
e-mail: ;meetings@sligococo.je

@ sligo.ie



From: Housing Minister Of State

Sent: Thursday, June 10, 2021 4:12 PM

To: Customer Services

Subject: FAO Ms Laura Flannery - HPLG-MoSB-00586-2021

Oifig an Runai Aire
Office of the Minister of State

10th June 2021

Ms. Laura Flannery
Limerick City & County Council
customerservices@limerick.ie

Our Ref: HPLG-MoSB-00586-2021
Dear Ms. Flannery,

I wish to refer to your correspondence in relation to Rural Housing, which was forwarded to Mr. Peter
Burke TD, Minister for Planning and Local Government, by Minister Darragh O’Brien.

The Department acknowledges your letter, and the views of Limerick City and County Council are noted.

Work is currently underway on an update of the 2005 Sustainable Rural Housing Guidelines for planning
authorities, (which were issued under Section 28 of the Planning and Development Act 2000) and in doing
so will have regard to the principles of the outcome of the ‘Flemish decree’ case, where relevant.

It is expected that an initial draft guidelines document will be completed in the coming weeks, given the
complexity of the issues involved, the need for environmental assessment and both internal and external
consultation, updated guidelines will be finalised later in 2021.

Yours sincerely,

Private Secretary to Minister of State Peter Burke

An Roinn Tithiochta, Rialtais Aititil agus Oidhreachta
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage

Teach an Chustaim, Baile Atha Cliath 1, D01 W6X0
Custom House, Dublin 1, D01 W6X0
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At a recent meeting of Carrickmacross — Castleblayney Municipal District the members unanimously
agreed the following mation:

“This Municipal District calls on the Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly TD, the Minister of
State at Dept. of Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and youth, Anne Rabbitte TD, and
the HSE to put in place measures to support those who are cared for in their homes, on a full-
time basis, whose carer may be incapacitated due to ill-health or emergency; we ask that an
emergency response unit be made available (care team/carers) that could be called in to
support patients in these circumstances.

We also ask thot this motion be circulated to all local authorities in the state.”

Your attention to this matter is appreciated.

is mise le meas,

Julieann O’Reilly, Clerical Officer -

www.monaghan.ie Oifigi Cathartha Béthar Cois Abhann - Carraig Mhachaire Rois - Co Mhuineachdin
www.carrickmacross.ie Civic Offices - Riverside Road - Carrickmacross - Co. Monaghan
wuww.castleblayney.ie Guthédn/Telephone: 00353 42 9661236 - Facs/Fax: 00353 42 9662921

Riomhphost/Email: carrickmacross@monaghancoco.ie
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Ms. Laura Flannery

Meetings Administrator
Limerick City & County Council
Corporate Headquarters
Merchants Quay

Limerick

V94 EH90

Dear Ms. Flannery,

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter to the Taoiseach, Micheal Martin T.D. dated 17th
May 2021.

A copy of your correspondence has been forwarded to the Mimister for Housing, Local

Government & Heritage, Darragh O’Brien T.D., for attention.

Yours sincerely,

@;ib.z—"__‘“‘\__
Christina Downey
Assistant Private Secretary to the Taoiseach

Telephone: 01-6194000
E-mail: taciseach@taoiseach.gov.ie
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15" June 2021

To: Each Local Authority

A Chara

I write to inform you that at its meeting of 14! June 2021, Mayo County Council,
adopted the following resolution and it was agreed to circulate to all Local Authorities
for support: -

Proposed by: Clir. M. Kilcoyne
Seconded by: Cliir. C. Hyland
Resolved: -

““That this Council calls on the Minister for Social Protection and the Government to
camy out a review of the Carer's Allowance Scheme and the Carer's Benefit
Scheme. In the case of the Carer’s Benefit Scheme that the cap of 2 years duration
should be removed. In the case of the Carer's Allowance Scheme that the
assessment of the Carer and their spouse/partner/co-habitant should be based on
net income and not gross income as is cumently the situation. Furthermore, that all
carers who are over the income threshold should at least receive a minimum
payment.”

Yours sincerely

Siofra P{I}cullen ~
Meetings Administrator
094 90 64248



To: All Council Chief Executives in Northern Ireland and Republic of Ireland

Dear Chief Executive

Re: Motion - Implementation of our BDS support in relation to PSNI/An Garda Siochana
partnerships with Israeli security forces and companies with involvement in illegal Israeli
settlements

At the Council meeting held on 2 June 2021, the Council approved the following Motion: -

The Israeli Human Rights Organisation, B'Tselem, and the UN Hurman Rights Watch have
both recently reported that Israel is guilty of crimes of apartheid and persecution, and the
‘Ministry for Public Security’ was strongly criticised for their treatment of Palestinians in
the HRW As a Council who has adopted and is supportive of the Palestinian cali for
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions, Fermanagh and Omagh District Council hereby call on
the Chief Constable of the PSNI and the Garda Commissioner, as well as the Department of
Justice & Policing Board in the North and Minister for Justice & Policing Authority in the
South, to immediately withdraw their respective forces from any and all partnerships with
the Israeli ministry responsible for police and prisons (Ministry of Public Security) and from
companies which are involved in surveillance in illegal Israeli settlements report.

Patrick Corrigan from Amnesty International noted that “as a matter of urgency, the PSNI
should suspend all programmes with the Israeli police and security services where there’s
a clear risk of involvement in human rights violations...[the] police service must ensure it is
not implicated in Israel’s human rights violations. The distressing scenes from East
Jerusalem and Gaza should now be a wake-up call.”

As such, and mindful of our BDS commitments, we call on the PSNI Chief Constable and
Garda Commissioner to immediately cease all partnership and involvement with the
security forces of apartheid Israeli. In support of this we call on all Councils on this island
to back this motion and lend their voices in support of the Palestinian call for international
solidarity and BDS action”,

Furthermore, this Council calls on An Taoiseach, Micheal Martin, to expel the Israeli
Ambassador to Ireland due to the ongoing de facto annexation of Palestine and further
requests that Minister for Foreign Affairs, Simon Coveney TD, use his position as
representative for Ireland on the UN Security Council to seek full enforcement of the UN
resolutions on Occupied Palestine and East Jerusalem and that the Dublin government also
calls on the EU to place sanctions on Israel. We also call on the Dublin government to



recognise the State of Palestine. Furthermore, that this Council invites the Palestinian
Ambassador to Ireland, Dr Jilan Wahba Abdalmajid, to meet with the Council so that we
may convey our solidarity and support, through her, to the Palestinian people.

Representations have been made to each of the bodies included in the above Motion calling them
to take the actions requested within.

The Council requests that you take the action requested of your Department as outlined in the
Motion above, and it looks forward to receiving your response in due course.

Yours sincerely

Alison McCullagh
Chief Executive
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Ms. Laura Flannery ll T N !
Meetings Administrator i
Limerick City & County Council

Corporate Headquarters

Merchants Quay

Limerick

V94 EHO90

Dear Ms. Flannery,

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter to the Taoiseach, Micheal Martin T.D. dated 17th

June 2021.

A copy of your correspondence has been forwarded to the Minister for Justice, Heather

Humphreys T.D., for attention.

Yours sincerely,

Christina Downey
Assistant Private Secretary to the Taoiseach

Telephone: 01-6194000
E-mail: taoiscach@taoiseach.gov.ie
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Meath County Council
Buvinda House, Dublin Road, Navan,
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Contae na Mi, C15 Y291

R-phost: customerservice@meathcoco.ie
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Uimhir Chidraithe 00172770 y . Registration No: 00172770
Corporate Services Department,
Sune 24, 2021
Re: July 2021 Meeting, Meath County  Council
Dear Meeting Administrator

At its monthly meeting on June 14, 2021, members of Meath County Council adopted the following motions and
requested that they also be forwarded to all other local authorities for information:

Motion 9.3
"Thot Meath County Council call on the Government to explore the Germon Sparkasse Community Banking model,

to provide balance for the Irish Banking system ond to avoid potential banking monopolies which could domage
ovailability at reasonable cost, to necessary finance for our citizens.”

Motion 9.14

"To call on the Department of Heith to prioritise the establishment of the Transport Support Scheme, which will
replace the Motorised Transport Grant, and to ensure thot access to this grant is widened to include eligibility for
parents/guordians of children who need specially adapted vehicles."

Yours sincerely,

3bert Collins : Direct Line: 046-909 7053
Meetings Administrator Email:

Tel: 046 — 9097000/Fax: 046 — 9097001

'l



An Comhchoiste um Jaint Committee on Housing,

£\ _ Thithiocht, Rialtas Aititil agus Local Government and Heritage
i ol = Oidhreacht Leinster House
Teach Laighean Dublin 2

Baile Atha Cliath 2 D02 XR20

D02 XR20 Tel: (01) 6183325

Guthén: (01) 6183325 E-mail: jchigh@oireachtas.ie

R/phost: jchigh@oireachtas.ie
Ref: HLGH-i-140
Dr Pat Daly
Chief Executive of Limerick City and County Council
Head Office
Merchants Quay
Limerick

25 June 2021

E-mail: chiefexecutive@limerick.ie

Issued by email
Dear Dr Daly
Invitation to make a submission on PLS of the General Scheme of the Directly Elected Mayor of Limerick Bill

! am writing to you on behalf of the Joint Oireachtas Committee on Housing, Local Government and Heritage
which agreed to request a submission in relation to pre-legislative scrutiny of the General Scheme of the Directly
Elected Mayor of Limerick Bill.

As a general guideline, written submissions should consist of a separate document accompanied by a covering
letter. Submissions should be presented as concisely as possible and should include a brief introduction; any
factual information that you have to offer from which the Committee might be able to draw conclusions or which
could be put to other parties for their reactions; any specific recommendations for action by the Government or
others which you would like the Committee to consider; and an executive summary of the main points made in
the submission, if your document is more than 10 pages long.

Please note that any submission supplied to the Committee may be published in its entirety, including your
identity, on the Oireachtas web site as part of a report.

If you are in a position to make a submission on this topic, | would be obliged if you could forward your
submission to jchlgh@oireachtas.ie no later than close of business on Friday 2 July 2021.

The Committee would be grateful for any assistance and cooperation you can provide in relation to this topic. If
clarification in relation to this correspondence is required, please do not hesitate to contact me at
AnneMarie.Lynch@oireachtas.ie.

Yours sincerely

X [{é ]ﬁoL'

Anne-Marie Lynch

Cuirfear failte roimh chomhfhreagras i nGaeilge
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Comhairle Contse Chiarrai, Kerry County Council,
Aras an Chontat, ' County Buildings,
Tré U, Co. Chiarrai, COMH A-IRL-E CONTA-E CH] ARR A[ Tralee, Co. KEH’Y.

KERRY COUNTY COUNCIL

Guthén | Tel 066 7183514 Facs | Fax 066 7183848 Rphost | Email secretar@kerrycoco.ie Sufomh | Web www.kerrycoco.ie

28 June 2021

To/ Each Local Authority

A Chairde,

| write to inform you that the members of Kerry County Council at their recent
meeting adopted the following resolution.

"That the Depariment of Education would give all schools an allocation of hours for a
dedicated Home School Liaison Officer, (similarly the allocation of Guidance
Counsellor hours for Covid-19) to work with families on the reintegration of their
children whom Covid-19 had an impact on their attendance and therefore their
learning.”

It was agreed to circulate this motion to all local authorities for their attention and
consideration.

Mise le meas,

.El.m_t 54 é '\Q~“~ =
Padraig Corkery
Meetings Administratqr

GAEILGE AGUS FAILTE
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29" June 2021

To/ Each Local Authority

At the Adjourned Ordinary Meeting of Sligo County Council held on 18™ June 2021, the
following resolution was agreed:

“To call for funding to be made available for the provision of small wastewater treatment
systems in local villages throughout the country.

I also ask for this motion to be shared with all other local authorities”.

LQ)‘\L._._‘L:'F:- -
Kevin Colreavy
Meetings Admirfistrator

Corporate Services Section
Sligo County Council
County Hall

Riverside

Sligo

F91Y763

Tel: 071-9111216
e-mail: li

M sligo.ie



