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MEETING OF THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT OF LIMERICK 
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• Email dated 13th May, 2021 from the Office of the Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform 
in reply to Notice of Motion from Members that Limerick City and County Council write to the 
Ministers for Justice, Finance and Public Expenditure to make provisions where drug trafficking 
monies confiscated under the Proceeds of Crime Legislation be redirected from Central 
Government back into local addiction services, youth and community organisations  to combat 
the effect of addiction on our communities, and that the necessary legislation is changed as a 
matter of urgency to allow this vital funding support to happen.   

 

• Letter dated 4th June, 2021 from the Office of the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
in reply to Notice of Motion from Members to write to the Minister for Agriculture to impress 
upon him the urgent need to implement an updated Control of Horses Act to give more effective 
powers to the Department of Agriculture, Local Authorities and the Gardai to deal with the 
urban horse control problem and strengthen the powers in relation to animal cruelty. 

 

• Letter dated 4th June, 2021 from the Infrastructure Manager, Irish Rail in reply to the following 
Resolution from Members : 

 
➢ I will ask at the next Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick can Limerick City and 

County Council advise what are the plans for the railway line running behind Rathbane and 
Janesboro.  This unused railway line is causing anti social behaviour and rubbish dumping 
which is leading to rat infestation.  Can the Council liaise with Irish Rail to get this problem 
sorted out. 

 

 
 
 
 



From: Minister McGraths Office <per-mmo-correspondence@cloud.gov.ie>  
Sent: Thursday, May 13, 2021 3:32 PM 
To: Leahy, Mark <mark.leahy@limerick.ie> 
Subject: PER-MMO-00072-2021 
 
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the Organisation. Do not follow guidance, 
click links or open attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is 
safe. 

 
  
Our ref:  PER-MMO-00072-2021 

  
Mr Mark Leahy  
Corporate Services 
Limerick City and County Council 
Corporate Headquarters 
Merchants Quay 
Limerick 
V94 EH90  
  
 
Dear Mr. Leahy, 
 
I refer to your colleague, Mr. Clune's correspondence of 21 December, 2020 relating to the 
confiscation of monies under the Proceeds of Crime Acts 1996-2016, the proposal to direct this 
money to local services and to make legislative changes to allow this to occur. I wish to apologise 
for the delay in responding to your correspondence. My officials and I have been engaging 
intensively on developing options for consideration in relation to this matter since late last year, 
and I was not in a position to provide a substantive reply to your query until an outcome to those 
considerations was reached. 

I wrote to my colleague the Minister for Justice last January inviting views as to how funding for 
local services might benefit from seizures by the Criminal Assets Bureau and An Garda Síochána 
which are subsequently determined to be the proceeds of crime. I can advise that we had a very 
constructive discussion in early March about developing proposals in relation to community 
safety policy, which would be a visible means of showing a link between seizures of the proceeds 
of crime and the provision of public funding for communities.  

As I have stated previously in Parliamentary Questions on this issue, any proposal to ring fence 
funding allocations would contravene a general principle of public financial management that 
earmarking revenues for a specific expenditure programme would constrain the Government in 
the implementation of its overall expenditure policy. There can also be practical difficulties in 
ring-fencing funds collected by the Criminal Assets Bureau and An Garda Síochána owing to the 
variable and uncertain nature of the value of the assets seized in any given year. The potential 
delays caused by legal challenges to court disposal orders would also be problematic in terms of 
the continuity of provision of funding for community projects from year to year. 
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Notwithstanding this position, the continued importance of community crime prevention 
initiatives and the need for the prioritisation of funding for such initiatives is a matter on which 
both the Minister for Justice and I are fully agreed. I am of the view that as a Government we 
should clearly demonstrate to communities how success in detecting and combatting crime can 
be linked in more transparent ways to support for diversion programmes while respecting the 
principles of public financial management.  

In recent months, officials within the Department of Justice and my own Department worked to 
further develop these proposals which resulted in the Minister of Justice and I jointly announcing 
our agreement in principle to establish a new fund to support community safety.  The 
announcement which is available at http://www.justice.ie/en/JELR/Pages/PR21000094 outlines 
that the new Community Safety Innovation Fund will be included in the Justice Vote as part of 
the Estimates Process for 2022 and will reflect the significant successes of An Garda Síochána and 
the Criminal Assets Bureau in disrupting criminal activity and seizing proceeds of crime.   

The Community Safety Innovation Fund will support the work of new Community Safety 
Partnerships in every local authority area by providing prioritised funding to the best community 
safety proposals. It will also encourage the development of innovative ways in which to improve 
community safety from people within the community itself, as each Community Safety 
Partnership will bring together residents, community representatives, business interests, 
councillors, local authorities and State services such as An Garda Síochána, Tusla and the HSE to 
devise and implement Local Community Safety Plans. The Plans will detail how best the 
community wants to prevent crime and will reflect community priorities and local safety issues. 
The goal is to make communities safer for families, residents and businesses. 

Yours sincerely  

Michael McGrath TD 
Minister for Public Expenditure and Reform. 
 
The Minister is a Designated Public Official under the Regulation of Lobbying Act, 2015 (details 
available on www.lobbying.ie) 

The information contained in this email (and in any attachments) is confidential and is designated 
solely for the attention and use of the intended recipient(s).  If you are not an intended recipient 
of this email, you must not use, disclose, copy, distribute or retain this message or any part of it.  
If you have received this email in error, please notify me immediately and delete all copies of this 
email from your computer system(s). Please note that this email and any reply thereto may be 
subject to a request for release pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act.  

Tá an fhaisnéis atá sa ríomhphost seo (agus in aon cheangaltáin) faoi rún agus is don 
fhaighteoir/do na faighteoirí beartaithe é agus é/iad sin amháin.  Mura tusa an faighteoir 
beartaithe, níor cheart duit an teachtaireacht seo ná aon chuid di a úsáid, a nochtadh, a chóipeáil, 
a dháileadh ná a choinneáil.  Sa chás gur trí earráid a fuair tú an ríomhphost seo, tabhair fógra 
dom láithreach faoi sin agus scrios gach cóip den ríomhphost seo ó do ríomhchóra(i)s.  Tabhair 
faoi deara go bhféadfaidh an ríomhphost seo agus aon fhreagra air bheith faoi réir iarraidh ar a 
eisiúint de bhun an Achta um Shaoráil Faisnéise  
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