
 

 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AT ONLINE MEETING OF LIMERICK CITY AND 

COUNTY COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 22ND MARCH, 2021, AT 3PM 

 
 
PRESENT IN THE CHAIR:                                                                      Councillor M. Collins, Mayor. 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Councillors Benson, Butler, Carey, Collins (B), Collins (J), Costelloe, Daly, Donegan, Egan, Foley, 
Galvin, Hartigan, Keary, Kiely, Kilcoyne, Leddin, McSweeney, Mitchell, Murphy, Novak Uí 
Chonchúir, O’Brien, O’Dea, O’Donoghue, O’Donovan, O’Hanlon, O’Sullivan, Ruddle, Ryan (E), 
Scanlan, Secas, Sheahan (J), Sheahan (K), Sheahan (M), Sheehan (C), Slattery, Talukder, Teefy, 
Teskey. 
 
OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
Chief Executive (Mr. P. Daly, Deputy Chief Executive and Director, Support Services (Mr. S. 
Coughlan), Director, National and Regional Shared Services (Ms. C. Curley), Director, 
Community Development (Mr. G. Daly), Director, Housing Development (Ms. A. Duke), 
Director, Physical Development (Mr. B. Kennedy), Director, Service Operations (Mr. K. 
Lehane), A/Director, Economic Development (Mr. V. Murray), A/Director, Capital Investment 
(Mr. S. Hanrahan), Meetings Administrator (Mr. J. Clune), A/Administrative Officer, Corporate 
Services and Governance (Mr. P. Williams), Administrative Officer, Corporate Services and 
Governance (Mr. M. Leahy), Head of Property and Community Facilities (Ms. J. Leahy), Staff 
Officer, Corporate Services and Governance (Ms. F. Ryan), City and County Librarian  (Mr. D. 
Brady).  
 

1. Adoption of Minutes 

 
Circulated, copies of draft Minutes of the following Meetings: 
 
(a) Ordinary Meeting of the Council held on 25th January, 2021. 
(b) Special Meeting of the Council held on 5th February, 2021. 
(c) Special Meeting of the Council held on 8th March, 2021. 
 

Proposed by Councillor Sheahan (J); 
Seconded by Councillor Butler; 
And Resolved: 
 
 “That, the draft Minutes, as circulated, be taken as read and adopted and signed.” 
 

Councillor Benson proposed that the Minutes of the Special Meeting on 5th February, 
2021, reflect that she proposed the Motion for the Special Meeting, on behalf of the 
signatories of the Requisition for the Meeting. This was seconded by Councillor Sheahan (J), 
and agreed. The Meetings Administrator advised that amendments to this motion were 
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subsequently proposed and agreed and therefore the minutes correctly reflected the 
outcome of the meeting.  
 

 Arising from the Meeting of 25th January, 2021, reference was made to the letter from 
the Minister for Planning and Local Government – included in ‘Correspondence’ – in reply to 
resolution adopted by the Council concerning the proposed Limerick Development Plan 2022-
2028.  On the proposal of Councillor Galvin, seconded by Councillor Ryan (E), it was agreed to 
write to the Minister again as it was considered that the answers given did not provide 
adequate clarification; it was further agreed that the Minister would be requested to suspend 
the Development Plan process until face-to-face meetings resumed post the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
  

2. UL Hospitals Group / HSE 

  
The Mayor welcomed the following who were present at the Meeting to give a Briefing 

from the UL Hospitals Group / HSE on COVID-19 and other service matters across the Hospital 
Group and the Mid-West Region. 

 
• Ms. Colette Cowan, Chief Executive Officer, UL Hospitals Group. 

• Mr. Maurice Hoare, HSE Mid-West Community Healthcare. 

• Dr. Mai Mannix, Director of Public Health Mid-West. 
 

The UL Hospitals Group / HSE staff then gave their presentation to the Members and updated 
the members on the response to the Covid 19 pandemic. The Members then had an 
opportunity to address questions to the presenters on COVID-19 matters including the 
vaccination rollout programme and current public health measures. The Members in turn 
thanked the UL Hospitals Group / HSE staff for their tireless efforts to protect the health of 
communities over the previous twelve months. The Chief Executive also thanked the UL 
Hospitals Group / HSE staff for their efforts and dedication over the previous twelve months.  

 
3. Disposal of Land 

 
(a) Circulated, copy of Statutory Notice dated 25th January, 2021, concerning disposal of 

13, Sarsfield Avenue, Garryowen, Limerick. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Sheahan (J); 
Seconded by Councillor O’Brien; 
And Resolved: 
 
 “That, in accordance with the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 
2001 (as amended) and Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as 
amended), the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the disposal of 13, Sarsfield 
Avenue, Garryowen, Limerick, to Dave Cuddy & Associates Limited, for the sum of €199.20, 
the disposal to be by way of Deed of Conveyance of the interest of Limerick City and County 
Council in the property, particulars of which were contained in Statutory Notice dated 25th 
January, 2021.” 
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(b) Circulated, copy of Statutory Notice dated 29th January, 2021, together with Site 
Location Map, concerning disposal of property at Clooncommons, Castleconnell, Co. 
Limerick. 

 
Proposed by Councillor Sheahan (J); 
Seconded by Councillor O’Brien; 
And Resolved: 
 
 “That, in accordance with the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 
2001 (as amended) and Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as 
amended), the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the disposal of property at 
Clooncommons, Castleconnell, Co. Limerick, to Ahern Fruit Company Limited, for the sum of 
€1, the disposal to be by way of Deed of Rectification/Transfer of the interest of Limerick City 
and County Council in the property, particulars of which were contained in Statutory Notice 
dated 29th January, 2021.” 

 
(c) Circulated, copy of Statutory Notice dated 19th February, 2021, concerning disposal of 

properties (houses) at 1-2, Long’s Lane, Limerick. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Sheahan (J); 
Seconded by Councillor O’Brien; 
And Resolved: 
 
 “That, in accordance with the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 
2001 (as amended) and Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as 
amended), the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the disposal of properties 
(houses) at 1-2 Long’s Lane, Limerick, to the Absolute Hotel Limerick Limited, for the sum of 
€120,501, particulars of which were contained in Statutory Notice dated 19th February, 2021.” 
 
(d) Circulated, copy of Statutory Notice dated 22nd February, 2021, together with Property 

Registration Map, concerning disposal of land at Smithfield, Croagh, Co. Limerick. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Sheahan (J); 
Seconded by Councillor O’Brien; 
And Resolved: 
 
 “That, in accordance with the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 
2001 (as amended) and Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as 
amended), the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the disposal of property at 
Smithfield, Croagh, Co. Limerick, to John Young, for the sum of €195.42, the disposal to be by 
way of Deed of Conveyance of the interest of Limerick City and County Council in the property, 
particulars of which were contained in Statutory Notice dated 22nd February, 2021.” 
 
(e) Circulated, copy of Statutory Notice dated 23rd February, 2021, concerning disposal of 

land at 48, Carey’s Road, Limerick. 
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Proposed by Councillor Sheahan (J); 
Seconded by Councillor O’Brien; 
And Resolved: 
 
 “That, in accordance with the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 
2001 (as amended) and Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as 
amended), the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the disposal of 48, Carey’s 
Road, Limerick, to Ger O’Donnell, for the sum of €195.42, the disposal to be by way of Deed 
of Conveyance of the interest of Limerick City and County Council in the property, particulars 
of which were contained in Statutory Notice dated 23rd February, 2021.” 
 
(f) Circulated, copy of Statutory Notice dated 8th March, 2021, concerning disposal of 

property at Hartstonge Street, Limerick. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Sheahan (J); 
Seconded by Councillor O’Brien; 
And Resolved: 
 
 “That, in accordance with the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 
2001 (as amended) and Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as 
amended), the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the disposal of 4,122 sq. ft. 
at Floors 3 and 4, Crescent House, Hartstonge Street, Limerick, to Fáilte Ireland, the rent 
payable being €17 per sq. ft. per annum, with a total rent payable per annum of €70,074, and 
the disposal to be by way of sub-lease of the Council’s interest until 2nd February, 2024, with 
an option to extend the sub-lease period, and the sub-lease to be subject to the covenants 
and conditions contained therein, particulars of which were contained in Statutory Notice 
dated 8th March, 2021.” 

 
(g) Circulated, copy of Statutory Notice dated 10th March, 2021, concerning disposal of 

0.157 hectares at Castle Demesne, Newcastle West, Co. Limerick. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Sheahan (J); 
Seconded by Councillor O’Brien; 
And Resolved: 
 
 “That, in accordance with the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 
2001 (as amended) and Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as 
amended), the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the disposal of 0.157 hectares 
at Castle Demesne, Newcastle West, Co. Limerick, to the Trustees of Newcastle West Tennis 
Club, for the sum of €1 per annum, the disposal to be by way of 30-year lease and subject to 
the covenants and conditions contained therein, particulars of which were contained in 
Statutory Notice dated 10th March, 2021.” 
 
(h) Circulated, copy of Statutory Notice dated 10th March, 2021, concerning disposal of 

land at Loghill, Co. Limerick. 
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Proposed by Councillor Sheahan (J); 
Seconded by Councillor O’Brien; 
And Resolved: 
 
 “That, in accordance with the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 
2001 (as amended) and Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as 
amended), the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the disposal of land (0.05 
acres) at Loghill, Co. Limerick, to Mr. Justin McSweeney, for the sum of €4,000, particulars of 
which were contained in Statutory Notice dated 10th March, 2021.” 
 
(i) Circulated, copy of Statutory Notice dated 11th March, 2021, concerning disposal of 

property at 7, Bawnmore Road, Kennedy Park, Limerick. 
 

Proposed by Councillor Sheahan (J); 
Seconded by Councillor O’Brien; 
And Resolved: 
 
 “That, in accordance with the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 
2001 (as amended) and Section 211 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (as 
amended), the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the disposal of freehold 
(ground rent) interest at 7, Bawnmore Road, Kennedy Park, Limerick, to Michael Clancy and 
Evelyn Togher, for the sum of €2,250, particulars of which were contained in Statutory Notice 
dated 11th March, 2021.” 

 

4. Support Services Directorate 

 

(a) Chief Executive’s Report 

 

Circulated, Chief Executive’s Reports for the months of January and February 2021. 
 
The Chief Executive’s Reports were noted by the Council. 

 
(b) Annual Report 2020 

 
Circulated, report of the A/Senior Executive Officer, Corporate Services, Governance 

and Customer Services, dated 12th March, 2021, enclosing copy of the draft Annual Report 
2020 for Limerick City and County Council. 

 
The report stated that the draft Annual Report has been prepared in accordance with 

the requirements of the Local Government Act, 2001 (as amended) and set out details of the 
policies, programmes, services and other activities undertaken by the Council.  It also included 
the Financial Statements for 2020 and an outline of activities to promote the interests of local 
communities and twinning.  The final version of the Annual Report would be brought before 
the May Meeting of the Council for adoption. 

 
The Report was noted by the Council. 
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(c) Audit 

 

(i) Statutory Audit Report 2019 

 

Circulated, (i) Audit Committee’s report dated 17th February, 2021, on the Statutory 
Audit Report for year ended 31st December, 2019, for Limerick City and County Council;  (ii) 
Limerick City and County Council Audited Annual Financial Statement for the Year ended 31st 
December, 2019; and (iii) Local Government Audit Service Statutory Audit Report dated 20th 
January, 2021, to the Members of Limerick City and County Council for the Year ended 31st 
December, 2019. 

 
The Audit Committee’s report stated that the Local Government Audit Service had 

produced a Statutory Audit Report for the year ended 31st December, 2016, in respect of 
Limerick City and County Council.  In accordance with Section 121(3) of the Local Government 
Act, 2001, as amended, the Audit Committee was required to review the report, assess any 
action taken by the Chief Executive in response to the report, and bring its findings to the 
Council.  At a meeting held on 12th February, 2021, the Audit Committee had met with the 
Local Government Auditor and reviewed the Statutory Audit Report for the year ended 31st 
December, 2019. 

 
The position was noted by the Council. 

  

(ii) Audit Committee Work Programme 2021 

 

Circulated, report of the A/Senior Executive Officer, Corporate Services, Governance 
and Customer Services dated 24th February, 2021, together with copy of Draft Limerick City 
and County Audit Committee Work Programme for 2021, as agreed by the Audit Committee 
at a meeting of the Committee held on 12th February, 2021. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Sheahan (J); 
Seconded by Councillor O’Brien; 
And Resolved: 
 
 “That, the Limerick City and County Council Audit Committee Work Programme 2021, 
as circulated, be and is hereby adopted.” 

 
(d) Raising of Loan to fund the issuing of the 2021 Rebuilding Ireland Home 

Loans (RIHL) by Limerick City and County Council to Borrowers 

 

Circulated, report of the Deputy Chief Executive dated 22nd February, 2021, seeking 
the approval of the Council to application for sanction from the Minister for Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage for a loan in the amount of €4,530,000 to fund the drawdown of 
the 2021 Rebuilding Ireland Home Loans to borrowers. 

 
Queries were raised as to how many RIHL self-builds were applied for and how many 

were declined and some specific RHIL cases were also queried. The Director, Support Services, 
agreed to follow up with the Members concerned on their specific queries. 
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Proposed by Councillor Sheahan (K); 
Seconded by Councillor O’Brien; 
And Resolved: 
 
 “That, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to application for sanction 
from the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, in accordance with Section 
106 of the Local Government Act, 2001, as amended, for a loan in the amount of €4,530,000 
to fund the drawdown of Rebuilding Ireland Home Loans; the loan to be drawn from the 
Housing Finance Agency.” 

 
(e) Public Participation Network (PPN) Nominations 

 

Circulated, report of the Director, Community Development, dated 15th March, 2021, 
seeking the Council’s approval to the appointment of PPN representatives to the following 
Committees: 

 
(a) Joint Policing Committee. 
(b) Strategic Policy Committees as set out in the report. 
 
Proposed by Councillor O’Hanlon; 
Seconded by Councillor Daly; 
And Resolved: 
 
 “That, the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the appointment of further 
Sectoral representatives nominated by the Public Participation Network, as set out in the 
report of the Director, Community Development, dated 15th March, 2021, to the Joint Policing 
Committee and Strategic Policy Committees set out in the report, as follows: 
 

Committee PPN Pillar Nominee’s Name and 
Nominating Body 

Joint Policing Committee (JPC) Environment Brian O’Connor 
Environmental Trust Ireland 

Community/Voluntary John Nugent 
Garryowen Residents’ 
Association 

Community, Leisure and Culture 
SPC 

Community/Voluntary Pete Moles 
Emerging Limerick Filmmakers 
(replacing Oliver Creighton, RIP) 

Economic Development,  
Enterprise and Planning SPC 

Social Inclusion Keith Enright 
ASD Ireland 
(replacing Brian Vandamme who 
resigned in February 2021) 

Home and Social Development 
SPC 

Community/Voluntary Patrick English 
Anglesborough Tidy Towns 
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(f) Strategic Policy Committees – Standing Orders 

 
Circulated, report of the A/Senior Executive Officer, Corporate Services, Governance 

and Customer Services dated 16th March, 2021, enclosing a copy of revised and updated 
Strategic Policy Committee Standing Orders. 

 
The report stated that the revision was coordinated in order to ensure consistency 

across all Strategic Policy Committees and to address procedural issues raised by SPC 
members to improve the management of meetings. The revised Standing Orders were 
considered by the Corporate Policy Group at a meeting on 15th March and no further revisions 
were suggested.   
 
Proposed by Councillor O’Hanlon; 
Seconded by Councillor Sheahan (J); 
And Resolved: 
 
 “That, the revised and updated Standing Orders for Strategic Policy Committees, as 
circulated, be and are hereby adopted.” 

 
(g) Strategic Policy Committee Reports 

 
(i) Circulated, (i) Report of the Chairperson of the Community, Leisure and Culture 

Strategic Policy Committee dated 5th February, 2021, in relation to Meeting of the 
Committee held on 1st February, 2021, and (ii) Report of the Director, Community 
Development, dated 4th March, 2021, enclosing draft Library Development Plan 2021-
2025.  
 
Recommendation from SPC Meeting 

 
That, the Draft People-Place-Platform: Limerick Libraries Development Plan 2021-
2025, be approved.  

 
Proposed by Councillor O’Hanlon; 
Seconded by Councillor Talukder; 
And Resolved: 
 
 “That, the Library Development Plan 2021-2025, People-Place-Platform, as circulated, 
be and is hereby adopted.” 
 
(ii) Circulated, Report of the Chairperson of the Climate Action, Biodiversity and 

Environment Strategic Policy Committee in relation to Meeting of the Committee held 
on 9th February, 2021. 

 

 Recommendation 
 
That, Limerick City and County Council write to Mr Leo Varadkar, TD, Minister for 
Enterprise, Trade and Employment, and Mr Eamon Ryan TD, Minister for Transport 
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and Minister for the Environment, Climate and Communications calling on them to 
ensure that the Comprehensive Economic Trade Agreement (CETA) between the 
European Union and Canada be discussed fully in the Oireachtas. 

 
 On the proposal of Councillor Daly, seconded by Councillor Benson, the 
Recommendation was agreed. 

 
 

(iii) Circulated, Reports of the Chairperson of the Economic Development, Enterprise and 
Planning Strategic Policy Committee – all three reports dated 10th March, 2021 - in 
relation to Meetings of the Committee held on held on 8th, 15th and 22nd February, 
2021. 
 
Recommendation from SPC Meeting held on 15th February, 2021 
 
That, Limerick City and County Council update its policy for the taking-in-charge of 
estates to ensure that estates are taken-in-charge within the shortest period 
possible, post completion. 
 
On the proposal of Councillor Galvin, seconded by Councillor C. Sheehan, the 

Recommendation was agreed. 
 
Recommendation from SPC Meeting held on 22nd February, 2021. 
   
That, Limerick City and County Council call on the Minister for Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage to provide funding for the necessary sewerage treatment 
plants for the County and City of Limerick and also the provision of an adequate 
water supply throughout Limerick; and that the Motion be circulated to all 
Oireachtas Members in Limerick. 
 
On the proposal of Councillor Galvin, seconded by Councillor C. Sheehan, the 

Recommendation was agreed. 
 
 

(iv) Circulated, Report of the Chairperson of the Travel and Transportation Strategic Policy 
Committee dated 5th March, 2021, in relation to Meeting of the Committee held on 
16th February, 2021. 
 

The Report was noted by the Council. 
 
 

(v) Circulated, (i) Report of the Chairperson of the Home and Social Development 
Strategic Policy Committee dated 17th February, 2021, in relation to Meeting of the 
Committee held on 17th February, 2021; and (ii) Report of the Director, Housing 
Development, dated 11th March, 2021, enclosing draft revision to the Limerick City 
and County Council Allocation Scheme. 
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Recommendation No. 1 
 

That, Limerick City and County Council notes the contents of the attached Limerick 
City and County Council Allocation Scheme to embed the financial contribution 
element of the Private Downsizing (Rightsizing) Scheme, and approve the contents 
therein. 

 

Proposed by Councillor Galvin; 
Seconded by Councillor C. Sheehan; 
And Resolved: 
 
 “That, the Limerick City and County Council Allocation Scheme (Revision March 2021), 
as circulated, be and is hereby adopted, in accordance with Section 22 (9) of the Housing 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2009.” 
 
 
 Recommendation No. 2 
 

That, this Council write to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, 
Mr. Darragh O’Brien, TD, to seek clarification on the current legislation under the 
Rebuilding Ireland Home Loan (RIHL) Scheme and to amend the legislation to allow 
derelict properties to be included in the Scheme.  In addition, to ask what delegated 
authority and discretion Limerick City and County Council staff exercise in relation 
to this scheme. 
 
On the proposal of Councillor O’Hanlon, seconded by Councillor Ruddle, the 

Recommendation was agreed. 
    
 

Recommendation No. 3 
 

That, this Council limit housing representations to one representation for one 
person per Elected Representative. 

 
 On the proposal of Councillor Galvin, seconded by Councillor O’Hanlon, 
Recommendation No. 3 was amended to read as follows: 
 
“That, this Council limit housing representations on behalf of applicants such that each 
representation per applicant is only made by one Elected Member.” 
 
Councillor Kiely then asked that members be provided  clarity on the internal procedure in 
relation to managing representations.  

 

5. Community Development 

 

(a) Bridging Finance – EU LEADER Rural Development Programme/West 

Limerick Resources 
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Circulated, report signed jointly by the Directors of Support Services and Community 
Development, dated 8th March, 2021, seeking the Council’s approval to the making available 
of a bridging loan of €200,000 to West Limerick Resources. 

 

Proposed by Councillor Sheahan (J); 
Seconded by Councillor Ruddle; 
And Resolved: 
 
 “That, in accordance with Section 66 of the Local Government Act, 2001, as amended, 
the approval of the Council be and is hereby given to the making available of a bridging loan 
of €200,000 to West Limerick Resources, to be used as bridging finance to assist in the delivery 
of the EU LEADER Programme.” 

 

(b) Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) Annual Report 2020 

 
Circulated, report of the LCDC Chief Officer dated 12th March, 2021, enclosing 2020 

Annual Report of the Limerick Local Community Development Committee. 
 

The LCDC Annual Report was noted by the Members. 
 
Members referred to the important role of the Committee and requested that all 

Councillors receive the LCDC meeting agenda on the day of an LCDC meeting.   
 

6. Physical Development 

 

Local Decarbonisation Zone for Limerick 

 
Circulated, report of the Director, Physical Development, dated 16th March, 2021, in 

relation to Local Authority Decarbonisation Zones.  
 
The Director, Physical Development, briefed Members on the proposed Local 

Decarbonisation Zone for Limerick and answered Members’ queries. 
 

7. Conferences 

 
(a) Participation by Members at Conferences 

 

Details of an Online Cross-Border Tourism Seminar to be held on 14th April, 2021, were 
circulated electronically to the Members. 

 
 

(b) Reports on Conference / Seminar / Meeting / Event 

 
Circulated, reports by Members who had participated at Conference / Seminar / 

Meeting / Event. 
 
The reports were noted by the Members. 
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QUESTIONS 

 

The Replies to the following Questions on the Agenda were circulated to all Members 
prior to the Meeting and the Questions were therefore considered as having been dealt with: 
 
8. Question submitted by Councillor L. Galvin 

 

I will ask at the next Meeting for clarification on the phrase “social and economic need” and 
the following: 

 
Will the sample applicants outlined below qualify for rural housing in Limerick under the 
new proposals in the Limerick Development Plan 2022-2028: 

 

(a)  Son or daughter of a farmer who is not actively farming. 
(b)  Relative of a landowner (son, daughter, brother, sister) returning from abroad.  
(c)  Son or daughter of a farmer working locally but not farming. 
(d) Son or daughter of a farmer living in another part of Ireland wishing to move home.  
(e) Son or daughter who, for care-giving reasons, must live close to their aging parents. 
(f) A person who grew up in rural Co. Limerick not owning land (born in a cottage acre).  
(g) A person / couple / family living in a town or village in Co. Limerick who wish to move 
to the country for whatever reason e.g. medical issues, children with special needs requiring 
space etc.   
(h) A person who has or will inherit either land or a site.  
(i)  A person not owning land returning from abroad.  
(j)  A person who will inherit a farm already owning a house. 
(k) A person who buys a farm already owning a house. 
(l) A person who has secured employment locally but is not from the area who wishes to 
buy a site and build a house in the countryside.   
(m) In the event of the break-up of a marriage / divorce where the home has to be sold and 
further houses are required to be built.  
 
I accept that the proper planning criteria will be applied to all of the above.  
 
REPLY: It is difficult to respond to the specific scenarios raised above, as each planning 

application would have to be assessed on a case-by-case basis. National Policy 
Objective 19 advises that it is reasonable that the determination of 
applications for housing in rural areas should be informed by considerations 
beyond the siting and design criteria for rural housing. In particular, account 
should be taken of whether or not there is a demonstrable functional 
requirement for such housing in social, economic or occupational terms and 
whether or not such development, of itself or in combination with existing and 
permitted development, would lead to detrimental, uncoordinated 
development. 

  
The Forward/Strategic Planning Section will organise a Workshop on rural 
housing and the proposed Limerick Development Plan 2022-2028 within the 
next few weeks to discuss these issues in more detail. 
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9. Question submitted by Councillor L. Galvin 

 
I will ask at the next Meeting, in the context of the preparation of the proposed Limerick 
Development Plan 2022-2028: (a) what defines a farm; (b) what defines a farmer; and (c) 
what defines ‘actively farming.’ 
 
REPLY: The Planning Authority has not defined a farm, farmer or what defines actively 

farming. However, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
defines a “Farmer” as a natural or legal person, or a group of natural or legal 
persons, who exercise agricultural activity as follows: (a) the production, 
rearing or growing of agricultural products, including harvesting, milking, 
breeding animals and keeping animals for farming purposes; and (b) 
maintaining an agricultural area in a state suitable for grazing or cultivation 
without preparatory action going beyond usual agricultural methods and 
machineries. 

 
10. Question submitted by Councillor S. Benson  

 
I will ask at the next Meeting, how many void units are there currently across the City and 
County and if an update could be provided regarding the Single Point of Contact (SPOC) 
system. 
 
REPLY: At present, 152 vacant properties require works in order to be available for 

letting.  Two of these vacant properties are not categorised.  
 

61 units are Categories 1 and 2 – Voids;  
89 units are Categories 3 and 4 – Derelicts.  

 

 

 
 

Municipal 
District 

 
 

Vacant -
Requires 

Works 

 
 

Categories 

1 2 3 4 
Not Categorised 

Metropolitan 94 7 24 22 39 2 

Adare-Rathkeale 11   5 3 3   

Cappamore-
Kilmallock 19 2 9 2 6   

Newcastle West 28 1 13 3 11   

  152 10 51 30 59 2 

      152 

       



14 

 

 

The Single Point of Contact (SPOC) system is being used to record, inspect and 
track the return of vacant houses owned by Limerick City and County Council. 

 
When houses become vacant, they are immediately inspected and assigned to 
one of four categories based on their condition and the level of works required. 

 
Categories 1 and 2  - these are small-scale works generally 

 
All such houses are automatically assigned to Operations and Maintenance 
and are completed as part of the Teams works programme and budgets across 
each Municipal District.  In some instances, such houses receive Voids funding. 

 
Categories 3 and 4 – these require more detailed work and a larger budget 

 
We are working with the Finance Director and Department of Housing 
colleagues to put in place a more sustainable source of funding for such 
properties and also working to put in place a team in Design and Delivery to 
manage the return of these houses. 

 
A number of the current batch of three and four houses are with Design and 
Delivery, with the remainder to transfer in when the full team is in place. 

 
In 2020, we returned over 100 properties from vacancy.  A high proportion of 
these were managed through Operations and Maintenance. 

 
Going forward, the SPOC tracking process will be maintained to ensure that 
properties are inspected and assigned and then form part of a priority work 
programme within Operations and Maintenance or Design and Delivery. 

 

 

NOTICES OF MOTION 

 
11. Notice of Motion submitted by the Municipal District of Adare-Rathkeale 

(Councillors J. O’Donoghue (Proposer), B. Collins, S. Keary, E. O’Brien, K. 

Sheahan, A. Teskey) (to be referred to the Climate Action, Biodiversity and 
Environment SPC) 

 

We will move at the next Meeting that Limerick City and County Council immediately 
address the safe passage of people on our local, regional and national roads by way of 
ensuring that all roads have a clear margin of at least 1m to a height of 4m all year round, 
so that our school buses, pedestrians, cyclists and all other forms of transport can use our 
roads safely. 
 

It was agreed to refer the Motion to the Climate Action, Biodiversity and Environment 
Strategic Policy Committee for consideration. 
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12. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillors J. Leddin, E. Secas, C. Sheehan 

 
We will move at the next Meeting that Limerick City and County Council, recognising the 
scale of the Housing crisis, reaffirm its commitment to work with Government and all 
relevant agencies towards delivering new housing units and, in particular, ensuring that 
sufficient Social and Affordable housing is built for those in need of same. 
  
Recognising, however, its duty to use Limerick City and County Council property in the best 
interests of society, this Council reject the provisions contained in the Land Development 
Agency Bill, 2021, published by the Government, removing the role of the Elected Members 
of Local Authorities in approving the transfer or sale of lands to the Land Development 
Agency. 
  
The Council further agrees to write to the Minister for Housing, Local Government and 
Heritage urging a removal of that provision and to ensure that Elected Councillors retain 
the right to control such sales or transfers and be able to prepare and plan for appropriate 
housing delivery on Council-owned lands.  

 
The Council further agrees to circulate this Motion to each Local Authority and the 
Association of Irish Local Government requesting their support for this. 
 

On the proposal of Councillor Leddin, seconded by Councillor C. Sheehan, the Motion 
was adopted by the Council.   
 

In proposing the Motion, Councillor Leddin explained that with this proposed 
legislation, Councillors’ powers with regard to the disposal of Council-owned land, in 
accordance with Section 183 of the Local Government Act, 2001, as amended, would be 
severely watered down. Councillor C. Sheehan, in seconding the Motion, said that this 
legislation would denigrate the role of the Councillor even further and he called on the Fianna 
Fáil/Fine Gael/Green Party Councillors to address this matter with their respective TDs.  

 
The Motion received widespread support from the Members present. 

 
It was further agreed to circulate the Motion to the Oireachtas Members for Limerick 

seeking their support. 
 
13. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor L. Galvin 

 
I will move at the next Meeting that a Bill for the appointment of an Independent Meat 
Regulator with statutory powers is drafted with a view to the Government / Minister for 
Agriculture appointing such a Regulator.  The purpose of the Independent Meat Regulator 
with the necessary associated legislative powers would be to police and regulate the Meat 
Industry. 
 

The Motion was proposed by Councillor Galvin and seconded by Councillor Sheahan 
(J).   
 



16 

 

 

In proposing the Motion, Councillor Galvin said he wanted to see a Meat Regulator 
appointed so as to provide for a proper vision for the Meat Industry and to ensure that meat 
factories could not exploit farmers on price.  

 
The Motion received widespread support from the Members present. 

 
It was further agreed to circulate the Motion to the Oireachtas Members for Limerick 

seeking their support. 
 
 
14. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor E. Ryan 

 
I will move at the next Meeting that Limerick City and County Council call on Mr. Darragh 
O'Brien, TD, Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, to retain the existing 
policies in relation to one-off rural housing as per the adopted Limerick County 
Development Plan 2010-2016 (Section 3.9 Rural Settlement Policy and including the Rural 
Settlement Strategy Map) in the emerging Limerick City and County Development Plan 
2022-2028. 
 

The Motion was proposed by Councillor Ryan (E) and seconded by Councillor Galvin. 
 

In proposing the Motion, Councillor Ryan (E) outlined a case from within his own 
family where a family member might not qualify for one a one-off house build, despite having 
grown up in the area. He asked that the same energy that was applied for the Coonagh-
Knockalisheen road matter be applied to this Motion.  

 
Councillor Galvin, in seconding the Motion, called for the Elected Members and the 

Executive to be united on this matter.  
 
The Motion received widespread support from the Members present.  
 
The Chief Executive added that the Executive fully supported the Elected Members on 

this matter. 
 

Councillor Kilcoyne proposed that the Executive examine, in the context of the 
Development Plan, the potential for a policy for cluster of buildings on serviced sites near 
towns/villages. This was seconded by Councillor K. Sheahan.  

 

It was further agreed to circulate the Motion to the Oireachtas Members for Limerick, 
the Local Authority Members’ Association and Each Local Authority, for support. 
 

15. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor S. Benson 

 

I will move at the next Meeting that this Council write to the Minister for Children, Equality, 
Disability, Integration and Youth, asking him to urgently intervene to find a permanent 
solution for the children living in the Knockalisheen Direct Provision Centre, who currently 
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have no transport to and from their pre-school following the closure of the on-site pre-
school facility.  
 

The Motion was proposed by Councillor Benson and seconded by Councillor Costelloe. 
 

In proposing the Motion, Councillor Benson explained that with the on-site pre-school 
now closed, a number of children living in the Knockalisheen Direct Provision Centre had no 
transport to bring them to their new pre-schools; and that local voluntary groups were having 
to provide ad-hoc transport. 
 

15 (a) Notice of Motion submitted by the Municipal District of Adare-Rathkeale 

(Councillors B. Collins (Proposer), S. Keary, E. O’Brien R. O’Donoghue, K. 

Sheahan, A. Teskey)  

 

The Mayor allowed the following Notice of Motion from the Municipal District of 
Adare-Rathkeale to be added as a supplementary item.  He noted that it was received after 
the deadline for submission of Notices of Motion but that the email system was not operating 
for a number of days either side of the submission deadline: 
 

We will move at the next Meeting that Limerick City and County Council use the powers 
given to it under the Control of Dogs Act to address the issue of dog fouling on paths and 
walkways and adopt a Green Dog Walker Initiative as part of its response to the above 
issues. 
 

The Motion was proposed by Councillor Collins (B) and seconded by Councillor 
Sheahan (K). 
 

In proposing the Motion, Councillor Collins (B) called on dog owners to sign up to the 
Green Dog Walker initiative and stated that she had received the backing of An Post and the 
Team Limerick Clean-Up (TLC) group for rolling out this initiative.  

 
The Motion received widespread support from the Members present.  
 
The Director, Service Operations, on behalf of the Executive, said the Green Dog 

Walker initiative was a very worthwhile initiative and pledged the Executive’s full support. 
 
16. Correspondence  

 
 The Correspondence circulated with the agenda was taken as read. 
 
 
 
 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S ORDERS: 

 

The Register of Orders made by the Chief Executive up to the date of the Meeting was 
available on SharePoint and Alfresco for inspection by the Members. 
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PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT: 

 

The Register of Decisions on Applications under the Planning and Development Act, 
2000, as amended, was also available on SharePoint and Alfresco for inspection by the 
Members. 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed:  _____________________________  

    Mayor 
 
 
 
Date:  _____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 


