OPEN CALL
CREATIVE IRELAND: MADE IN LIMERICK GRANTS
CRITERIA AND ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 2021
REF:CI2021

Timeline
Call out announcement: 18th of March 2021
CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS: No later than 4pm, Wednesday 21th of April 2021
Introduction
Limerick City and County Council Culture Team are pleased to announce an open call for
Limerick based creative practitioners, organisations and communities of place and interest*
to submit applications for Made in Limerick Grants 2021. These grants are offered as part of
Limerick Creative Ireland Programme to deliver activities taking place in 2021.
Creative Ireland Programme 2017-2022 is an all-of-Government five-year initiative, from 2017
to 2022, which places creativity at the centre of public policy. It is a culture-based programme
designed to promote individual, community and national wellbeing, to enhance cross-sectoral
collaboration and add value to work that is already being undertaken. The core proposition is
that participation in a cultural activity drives personal and collective creativity, with significant
implications for individual and societal wellbeing and achievement. The values that drive the
Creative Ireland Programme should be at the core of the projects proposed for this open call.
They are:







Collaboration
Communication
Community
Participation
Inclusivity
Empowerment

*Community of place is a group of people that live in the same area, while a community of
interest is a group of people brought together through a common interest, for example a
heritage group, literary group, historical society, community drama group, artists collective,
community choir.
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Purpose of the Made in Limerick Grants 2021
Made in Limerick Grants 2021 aim to support the implementation of the Creative Ireland
objectives in Limerick, specifically Pillar 2 of Creative Ireland Programme 2017 -2022:
Enabling Creativity in Every Community
As well as the strategic objectives of the Limerick Culture and Creativity Strategy 2018 -2022:


Objective 2 - Creative Minds: Nurturing and supporting artists and other creators;



Objective 4 - People, Places, Networks: Enhancing our cultural and creative
infrastructure;
Objective 6 - Creative Citizens: People creating and accessing culture at their doorstep.



Find the full text of the Limerick Culture and Creativity Strategy 2018-2022 by clicking on this
link: www.limerick.ie
Find more information about the Creative Ireland Programme by clicking on this link:
www.creativeireland.gov.ie
A NOTE ON COVID-19-RELATED PUBLIC-HEALTH GUIDANCE

In preparing your application, you should base it on the best public-health advice and
guidance available at the time you are making your application. Given this, you should ensure
that what you are proposing is feasible or adaptable should social distancing and/or other
public-health measures impact on all, or part of the application. In the event that your
application is successful and you subsequently need to change or alter some or all of your
proposal on the basis of changed public health advice, you should contact the Culture and
Arts Office in advance to discuss this by emailing creativeireland@limerick.ie or by phone on
061 556370/ 087 6015805.
Grant Scheme Strands and Eligibility:
Strand 1. Creative Minds: Nurturing and supporting creative practitioners.
This strand of the funding scheme is aimed at Limerick-based individual professional creative
practitioners, collectives and organisations that wish to develop and deliver collaborative
community-centred projects based in the city and/or county of Limerick. The grant can be
used on research and development activities and/or the costs of implementing the project.
The community at the centre of the proposed project should be actively involved in the
proposed research and development activities and in delivery of the project.
There is an allocation of approximately €12,000 available under this strand.
Grants of up to a maximum of €6,000 will be awarded.
Please note that successful applicants may not receive full amount requested.
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Eligibility for Strand 1. Creative Minds: Nurturing and supporting creative practitioners.
Projects at all stages are eligible for this funding strand. This means that you can apply for
research and development of your project idea and/or delivery of the project, given that:









You are applying as a professional creative practitioner, collective or organisation;
The project has a clear creative objective and promotes understanding of creativity
in different contexts;
The project is community-centred with a clear benefit of enabling creativity in
communities;
The project and the benefiting community are based in Limerick City and County
Council administrative area, the applicant is based in Limerick, or operates
substantially within Limerick City and County and is able to demonstrate this.
You are submitting an original proposal or development work in relation to an
existing activity that adds value to current creative projects;
Proposed activities will take place in 2021;
Proposed activities will be free to participate in and where possible, free to attend.

Strand 2. Creative Citizens: People creating and accessing culture at their doorstep.
This strand of the funding scheme is aimed at Limerick-based community groups of place or
of interest that wish to develop and deliver creative projects that promote active
participation, understanding of creativity and creative engagement within their communities.
We favour collaborations and strongly encourage cross-sectoral projects, for example
communities working with professional creative practitioners to guide their process of
development and/or delivery. This can include show casing the cultural practices of the
community to wider audiences outside their community. The project should demonstrate
what is possible when working together.
There is an allocation of approximately €8,000 available under this strand.
Grants of up to a maximum of €4,000 will be awarded.
Please note that successful applicants may not receive full amount requested.

Eligibility for Strand 2. Creative Citizens: People creating and accessing culture at their
doorstep.
Projects at all stages are eligible for this funding strand; this means that you can apply for
development of your project idea and/or delivery of the project, given that:


You are applying as a community group;
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The project has a clear creative objective and promotes understanding of creativity
in different contexts;
The community and the project are based in Limerick City and County Council
administrative area;
You are submitting an original proposal or development work in relation to an
existing activity that adds value to current creative projects;
Proposed activities will take place in 2021;
Proposed activities will be free to participate in and where possible, free to attend.

Strand 3. People, Places, Networks: Enhancing our local cultural and creative infrastructure
This strand of the funding scheme is open to Limerick-based cultural and heritage
organisations willing to develop and deliver projects that provide a way for the public to learn
about, manage and actively connect to our local natural and cultural heritage. This can be
done through focus on traditions, customs and rituals, storytelling, connecting people to
places of significance and to nature, or by using novel ideas and new technologies to bring
heritage closer to people. In this call out, we support the recognition of the diversity of
Limerick’s heritage, and we welcome proposals related to natural, built and intangible
heritage, including the multicultural heritage of new residents of our city and county.
We encourage projects that have collaboration and engagement at its core and empower
individuals and communities to increase their sense of belonging and connection to Limerick.
Let’s get to know each other, our landscapes and our histories!
There is an allocation of approximately €10,000 is available under this strand.
Grants of up to a maximum of €4,000 will be awarded.
Please note that successful applicants may not receive full amount requested.

Eligibility for Strand 3. People, Places, Networks: Enhancing our local cultural and creative
infrastructure
Projects at all stages are eligible for this funding strand; this means that you can apply for
development of your project idea and/or delivery of the project, given that:





You are applying with a project focused on heritage;
The project has a clear creative objective, is collaborative and promotes
understanding of creativity;
The applicant is a cultural/heritage organisation;
The applicant and the project are based in Limerick City and County Council
administrative area;
4





You are submitting an original proposal or development work in relation to an
existing activity that adds value to current creative projects;
Proposed activities will take place in 2021;
Proposed activities will be free to participate in and where possible, free for the
public to attend.

Strand 4. Creative Engagement Initiative: Creative and Cultural Activities and Wellbeing
This strand of the funding scheme is open to professional creatives /organisations who can
develop and facilitate projects that provide a way for those in care/healthcare setting,
attending care centres, community groups, or at home, to learn about and actively connect
with programmes that have creativity and creative engagement at their centre. Collaborative
programmes must clearly outline what each professional creative/ organisation will be doing.
These activities will enhance the lives and well-being of Limerick residents.
We encourage projects that have collaboration and engagement at its core and empower
individuals and communities to increase their sense of connection to the wider community.
Possible project objectives could be to support positive ageing, mitigate the negative impact
of social cocooning and social distancing, and/or develop and establish new forms of creative
engagement for older people, or vulnerable groups, that accommodates prevailing public
health guidance in the community and for care facilities.
Applications are welcome that incorporate one or more of the Creative Ireland pillars:
1. Enabling the Creative Potential of Every Child
2. Enabling Creativity in Every Community
There is an allocation of approximately €12,000 is available under this strand.
Grants of up to a maximum of €6,000 will be awarded.
Please note that successful applicants may not receive full amount requested.
Eligibility for Strand 4
Projects at all stages are eligible for this funding strand; this means that you can apply for
development of your project idea and/or delivery of the project, given that:





You are applying with a project focused on creativity and creative engagement and
well-being;
The project has a clear creative objective, can be collaborative and promotes
understanding of creativity;
The applicant is a professional creative practitioner, collective, or organisation;
The project is being delivered in Limerick City and County Council administrative
area;
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You are submitting an original proposal or development work in relation to an
existing activity that adds value to current creative projects;
Proposed activities will take place in 2021;
Proposed activities will be free to participate in and where possible, free for the
public to attend.

Which strand should you apply for?
You should apply for Strand 1 if you are a professional artist, collective or organisation and
the project that you are proposing has been initiated by you / your collective / organisation,
with a goal of actively engaging a community of place or interest.
You should apply for Strand 2 if you are a community group, or amateur creative group and
the project that you are proposing was initiated by your group, rather than by a professional
artist. You can engage a professional artist(s) to help you develop/deliver the project. If you
wish to do so and need assistance finding an artist to work with you, please contact us.
You should apply for Strand 3 if you are a cultural/heritage organisation proposing a creative
project focused on collaborative and innovative approaches to engaging the public with
heritage and creating a greater sense of pride and belonging within Limerick’s communities.
You should apply for Strand 4 if you are a professional artist, collective or organisation
proposing a creative project focused on well-being with a clear strategy. Clearly outline what
each professional creative/ organisation will be doing if working collaboratively.
Who is the applicant?
The applicant is the person or the organisation whose name is given on the application
form.
Any grant offered will only be paid into a bank account held in the name of the applicant.
Please, ensure that on the application form you give your full name (if applying as an
individual) or full name of your organisation (if applying as an organisation) as given on
your legal documents and bank statements. All documentation provided as part of the
assessment process and, if successful, as part of grant processing must be in the name of
the applicant; this includes bank and tax details and any organisation/company
documents.
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Budget and costs
In specifying how much funding you are applying for, you need to take into account your
expenditure and your income in relation to your Creative Ireland Made in Limerick Grants
application.









5.4

Expenditure relates to any costs you expect to have.
Income relates to any source of funding that you have that is specifically earmarked
for the project described in your application. For example, if an arts organisation is
making a contribution towards your expenditure, you should include that as income
in the application form. You should also include as income any contribution you are
proposing to make from your own resources.
The work for which the funding is sought must be carried out on a not-for-profit basis.
Applicants must reflect Limerick Culture and Arts Office’s commitment to supporting
fair and equitable remuneration of artists in our funding programmes and schemes
and in our partnerships and working relationships. All applicants should ensure that
their applications reflect this priority.
If applicable you may include a more detailed budget breakdown in the supporting
material.
Please note the only method of payment of the grants will be by Electronic Funds
Transfer. To draw down funding successful candidates will have to provide bank
details and/or a Tax Clearance Certificate or a PPS number.
Ineligible costs:















Proposals which do not have a creative objective, for example, sport, tourism, general
recreation, etc.;
Activities or costs that do not fit the purpose of the award;
Persons in full time undergraduate and postgraduate level study;
Charity fundraisers;
For-profit projects and activities;
Spend on alcoholic beverages, fines, legal costs, penalty payments;
Culture Night events (separate grant funding stream);
Activities or elements of the proposed project which have been, or are being grantaided by other sources of funding, so as to avoid duplication of funding for the same
activity/project.
Retrospective applications – those relating to activities that the applicant has already
completed;
Overhead costs;
Capital requests for building improvements to workspaces and venues;
Capital requests for uniforms (e.g. bands or choral groups);
Capital requests for purchase of musical instruments;
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Day to day operational or administrative costs, loans/deficits of any
groups/organizations;
Insurance.

If you have any queries on eligible and ineligible costs, please, contact a member of
Culture and Arts Office.

Assessment: What happens when you submit your application?
1. This is a competitive scheme. Upon final submission of your application, you will receive
an email confirmation to this effect. Your application will be initially categorised and
summarised by the Culture and Arts Office. Any applications that clearly fall outside the
eligibility guidelines and criteria will be eliminated at this point. Applications will then be
assessed by an Assessment Panel appointed by Limerick City and County Council.
2. The Assessment Panel, at their discretion, may re-direct any applications to another
appropriate Limerick City and County Council award for recommendation, should it be
deemed beneficial to the applicant to do so.
3. Letters are issued to all applicants informing them of the outcomes of their applications.
4. If necessary, successful applicants may be asked to submit additional documents such as
Child and Vulnerable Adults Protection Policy, Animal Protection Policy, Company
Documents, Statement of Accounts or any additional information necessary for the
approval of the application. They will also be requested to fill in relevant documentation
to enable payment of the award.
5. Please note the only method of payment of the grants will be by Electronic Funds
Transfer. To draw down funding successful candidates will have to provide bank details
and/or a Tax Clearance Certificate or a PPS number.
6. All recipients of the Made in Limerick Grants 2021 are asked to acknowledge the funding
on their promotional material and return a final report upon completion of their project.
7. Limerick City and County Council endeavours to assess applications as quickly as possible,
but the volume of applications and the assessment and approval procedure means that
it will take up to a maximum of 8 weeks from application deadline to decision.
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Criteria for Assessment and Marking Scheme
Made in Limerick Grants are assessed in a competitive context; therefore not all applicants
may be successful. Please make sure that you present your project in a comprehensive and
clear way. Criteria for assessment are informed by Section 6 of the 2003 Arts Act; Limerick
Cultural Strategy: A Framework 2016 – 2030; Creative Ireland Programme 2017-2022 Pillar
2. Enabling Creativity in Every Community; and Limerick Culture and Creativity Strategy
2018-2022, and are as follows:
Maximum Marks
Basis for assessment
Available
Application Form: Section B: Details of the
1. Quality and ambition of the
30
proposed project.
proposal
Supporting Material: Project Proposal
Application Form: Section C: About the
Applicant and Collaborators.
2. Applicant’s track record and
Supporting Material: CV(s) and information
20
relevant experience
about the applicant and the collaborators;
Examples of previous work.
Criterion

3. Quality of the proposed
15
collaboration

Application Form: Section C: Questions 2330.
Supporting Material: Project Proposal,
Letters of commitment from collaborators.

4. Feasibility and Compliance

Section D-i: 15
Section D-ii: 15

Application Form: Section D-i and Section
D-ii.
Supporting Material: Project Proposal.

5. Geographic Balance

5

Application Form: Section Di, Question 33.

Total

100
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Guidelines for completing the application


Read the Guidelines thoroughly to ensure that your proposed activities are eligible
for this stream of funding. By reading and understanding the Criteria and Eligibility
Guidelines, you give yourself the best chance of being funded.



Read all questions thoroughly before you answer them.



Each section and requested supporting material items are related to specific
marking criteria, make sure that you provide members of the assessment panel
with relevant information that will allow them to evaluate your proposal and assign
marks for each section.



Keep your answers clear, concise and to the point. Avoid repetition.



Do not assume the members of the assessment panel will know you or your work
– make sure that in the application form and in the supporting material, you clearly
communicate all important information about your proposed project and your
team. It’s a good idea to ask someone who is not involved in the project to read
through your application and help identify any pieces of information that need
clarification.



Remember that your application is assessed on the basis of all information supplied
within a competitive context of many other applications. Please submit only the
support material that we are asking for and make sure that it is the best
representation of your proposed project, your relevant experience, and your
capacity to deliver the project you are proposing.



Have a clear and realistic idea of what you want and how much your proposal costs.



Provide a project time-line.



Ensure that you enclose all requested documentation.



Please be mindful of Covid-19 restrictions and how they may change over the
course of the year and how this may affect your proposed project.
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Checklist
Please, ensure that you have submitted all requested documents as part of your
application.
Obligatory: Your application must include all of the supporting material listed below:
1) Completed Made in Limerick 2021 application form and signed Declaration at the end;
2) Supporting material:
(2.1) From the applicant:
(a) If you are applying as an individual, please, include your professional CV (Max. 3 A4
Pages);
(b) If you are applying as a community, please include a max. one A4 page with short
information including location, context and goals of your community;
(c) If you are applying as an organisation, please include a max. one A4 page with
information including address/location and a short mission statement.
(2.2) From collaborators:
(d) If collaborators are individual(s), please, include their professional CV(s) (Max. 3 A4
Pages);
(e) If collaborators are a community, please include a max. one A4 page with short
information including location, context and goals;
(f) If collaborators are organisations, please include a max. one A4 page with information
including address/location and a short mission statement.
(2.3) Up to 5 examples of your and your collaborators’ previous work, such as writing (max.
5 page extracts), images, URL links to video recordings/sound/media files, etc. (Please,
remember to include passwords for password protected files); Submit examples that
best represent your current practice and your capacity to deliver the proposed project.
(2.4) Signed letter(s) of commitment from group(s)/creative practitioner(s) that you plan to
collaborate with on the proposed project.
(2.5) If your proposed activities involve work with protected heritage or require access to
private property or collections (including public collections), please submit copies of
relevant permissions.
Optional – You may also include:
(2.6) Detailed Project Proposal up to five A4 pages, if necessary this may in addition include
a detailed budget and timeline.
(2.7) Up to 5 letters of support from relevant individuals and organisations.
Please, note that if your application is successful and your project involves work with children,
vulnerable adults or animals, you will be required to confirm that your Child Protection Policy is in
accordance with national legislation and with the Limerick City and County Council Policy and
Procedures for the Protection and Safeguarding of Children 2020 (Section 4.2), where applicable.
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If you are applying as a company and your application is successful, you will be required to submit
your company documents: constitution, names of Board Members and up-to-date Statement of
Accounts, as a condition of the award being paid out to you.

Submitting Your Application

Applications will be accepted through the Limerick Culture and Arts online portal
https://limerickarts.submit.com/

CLOSING DATE FOR APPLICATIONS
No later than 4pm, Wednesday 21th of April 2021
Limerick Culture and Arts Office phone number: 061 556370/ 087 4377644
(Line open Mon– Fri, 9am-5pm).
YOUR APPLICATION WILL BE INVALID IF YOU DO NOT:



 Submit a fully completed application form;
 Submit all requested documentation with your application form;
Submit your application by the deadline of 4pm on Wednesday 21th of April 2021.
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Appendix 1. Terms and Conditions of Funding


Applicants must be based in Limerick, or operate substantially within Limerick City and
County and be able to demonstrate this in their application.
 All grants awarded in this round are for 2021 projects only.
 You may only apply for one Made in Limerick Grant award in any one calendar year.
 The work for which the funding is sought, must be carried out on a not-for-profit basis.
 Payment of a grant shall be in respect of a specific project/activity and not towards the
payment of former debts.
 Applicants must be prepared to furnish further particulars or information to the
Limerick City and County Council if requested.
 The recipients must follow the procedure as confirmed in writing to them regarding
drawing down the grant and the Acknowledgement of Funding requirements. A grant
may be withheld, if the above is not adhered to.
 For grants over €1,000, drawdown of the funding will be in 2 instalments: 80% on
successful application and 20% on submission of a project report (guidelines will be
provided to successful applicants).
 Funding must be drawn down by Friday, 15th October 2021. Failure to draw down the
funding will result in the grant award not being allocated to you.
 Please note the only method of payment of the grants will be by Electronic Funds
Transfer. To draw down funding successful candidates will have to provide bank details
and/or a Tax Clearance Certificate or a PPS number.
 The grantor should be satisfied that the accounting system and organisational
arrangements of the grantee are adequate, taking account of the level of the grant
payment, to ensure proper administration of the money.
 Any successful applicants for whom it becomes necessary to reschedule the activity to
another date within the approved timeframe, or who need to change the planned
activity in any significant manner, should contact Limerick Culture and Arts Office
immediately with this proposal. Activities that cannot be rescheduled in the approved
timeframe will not be entitled to draw down funding.
 Projects must comply with Covid-19 restrictions that are in place at the proposed
project date. If your project event needs to be re-imagined or have dates changes due
to current Covid-19 guidelines, please contact the Culture and Arts office immediately
to discuss alternative arrangements and any further documentation required.
 Successful applicants will be required to send to Limerick Culture and Arts Office any
promotional materials related to the funded project. Creative Ireland and Limerick City
and County Council reserve the right to publicise the project through our promotional
channels. All creative rights remain with the applicant.
 Successful applicants will be required to document their project and return a project
report upon the completion of their project. The project report form will be provided
to all successful applicants and must be returned to Limerick Culture and Arts Office by
Friday, 15th of October 2021. Please note that your project can continue after this date,
however the project must be completed in 2021.
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Specific conditions may be attached to the funding, which will be outlined in the letter
of offer.
 Please note that Limerick City and County Council is required to act in accordance with
The Department of Public Expenditure and Reform Circular 13/2014 and the Statement
of Principles for Grantees.
 Limerick City and County Council reserves the right to terminate grant aid if statutory
or criminal negligence is involved.
 Limerick City and County Council funding policy requires any organisation seeking
funding whose activities involve children, vulnerable adults or animals to be in position
to submit a copy of their current relevant protection policy. If your proposal involves
working with children or young people under eighteen years of age or presenting work
to this age group, you must be in a position to provide a copy of your Child Welfare and
Protection Policy and Procedures. You must ensure that your policy and procedures
have been developed with reference to Children First: National Guidance for the
Protection and Welfare of Children, and are consistent with the principles stated
therein. Please see www.tusla.ie for more information.
 A list of successful applicants will be published on www.limerick.ie and
www.creativeireland.gov.ie .

14

Appendix 2. Acknowledgment of Funding


Creative Ireland, Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and Limerick City
and County Council is proud to support and be associated with high quality work
produced by creative practitioners and communities based in Limerick. Logos will be
provided to successful applicants to be included on all print and online material,
including websites, apps, videos, blogs, posters, brochures, invitations and
advertisements associated with the project being funded. Creative Ireland,
Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Limerick City and County Council,
and Limerick Culture and Arts Department have a large following on our social media
channels i.e. Facebook and Twitter. Please, forward or tag us in any posts you would
like us to share on social media, remembering to include an image.
Why we want you to acknowledge our funding
◦ Acknowledgement ensures awareness of how public money is spent.
◦ By using the logos and recognising the funding, you let people know that Creative
Ireland, Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, and Limerick City and
County Council have supported your work and recognised your excellence, and that
you are part of a movement that values arts and creativity, cares for its community
and encourages interest, ownership and engagement in culture.
◦ Acknowledgement supports us by showing the breadth of artistic and cultural
projects being undertaken across Limerick each year.
◦ Acknowledgement means that we can highlight and promote your work, further
increase cultural awareness, build the sector and strengthen our case for future
funding.
◦ By acknowledging Creative Ireland, Department of Culture, Heritage and the
Gaeltacht, and Limerick City and County Council funding, you are helping to
improve public understanding of how we all work together to develop high quality
artistic projects and build capacity of Limerick’s creative sector.
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Appendix 3. Processing of Personal Data
1. Freedom of Information
Limerick City and County Council is covered by Freedom of Information Act 2014, which
provides members of the public with the rights to access information held by public bodies to
the greatest extent possible, consistent with the public interest and right to privacy. This
means that details contained in applications and supporting documents may, on request, be
released to third parties.

2. Data Protection Statement
Any personal information you give us will be processed, stored and managed in strict
accordance with General Data Protection Regulations.
The purpose for processing your data is to process your application for a Creative Ireland Made
in Limerick Grants 2021, in line with the criteria of this award. The information you provide
will be assessed by an Assessment Panel. Your information will be retained in accordance with
Limerick City and Council’s General Data Protection Policy and Limerick City and County
Council’s implementation of the National Retention Policy. If you do not furnish the personal
data requested, Limerick City and County Council will not be able to process your application.
You have the following rights, in certain circumstances and subject to applicable exemptions,
in relation to your personal data:






the right to access the personal data that we hold about you, together with other
information about our processing of that personal data
the right to require us to rectify any inaccuracies in your personal data
the right to require us to erasure your personal data
the right to request that we no longer process your personal data for particular
purposes
the right to object to our use of your personal data or the way in which we process it

Please note that to help protect your privacy; we take steps to verify your identity before
granting access to personal data.
If you would like to exercise any of these rights, please submit a request to our Data Protection
Officer outlining the specific details of the request: Email: dataprotectionofficer@limerick.ie
All valid requests will be processed without undue delay and in any event within one month
of receipt of the request. This period may be extended by up to two further months where
necessary.
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