
 
MEMO 

 
To:   The Mayor and Each Member of Limerick City & County Council 
From:  Vincent Murray, A/ Director Economic Development 
Re:  Agenda Item 4, To consider the Chief Executive’s Report dated 20th November 2020 

on the Pre – Draft Consultation Process for the Proposed Limerick Development Plan 
2022 – 2028 in accordance with Section 11(4) of the Planning and Development Act 
2000 (Amended). 

Date:  19th January 2021 
 

 
The purpose of this MEMO is to give an update on the proposed Limerick Development Plan 
2022-2028 and to outline the next steps. 
 

Pre commencement stage: 

In advance of the formal commencement of the plan preparation process, the Forward 

Planning Team held a number of training sessions with the Elected Members on the 22nd and 

29th June and July 6th and 8th July 2020. A presentation was also made to the Economic & 

Planning SPC in June 2020. 

 
Stage 1: Commencement of Plan preparation 

The statutory commencement of the proposed Development Plan started with the pre-draft 
consultation stage on the 15th August 2020 and ran to 12th October 2020 inclusive. The aim 
of the consultation process was to enable the public and interested parties to give their 
observations on the review of the existing plans and the preparation of the new plan, 
including what high level issues that should be addressed in the new plan.  
 

Stage 2: Issue CE report on the pre-draft consultation stage: 
1. This Chief Executive’s Report, which issued to the Elected Members on the 20th November 

2020, forms part of the statutory process of making a new Development Plan. Its primary 
function is to give the Elected Members a list and summary of the main issues raised in 
the submissions received during the pre-draft consultation process, and to provide 
recommendations on the manner on which those issues should be addressed in the Draft 
Plan. 

 
2. Briefings with Elected Members on Chief Executives report: 9th, 10th and 15th December 

in the council chamber and 17th September 2020 online. A presentation was also made 

to the Economic & Planning SPC on 14th December 2021. 

 
Stage 3: Elected Members consider the CE report (Council meeting 25th January 
2021) 

This step involves the Elected Members considering the report within a period of up to 10 
weeks. Following this, the Members may issue directions to the Chief Executive, regarding the 
preparation of the Draft Development Plan.  



 
Any such directions shall be strategic in nature, consistent with the draft Core Strategy and 
shall take account of the statutory obligations of the Local Authority and any relevant policies 
and objectives for the time being of the Government or of any Minister of the Government. 
In issuing directions, Members shall be restricted to considering the proper planning and 
sustainable development of the area to which the Development Plan relates. 
 

Next step: Executive prepare the proposed Draft Development Plan 
The Chief Executive shall in accordance with Section 11(5)(a) of the Act, prepare a draft 
development plan and submit it to the members of the planning authority for their 
consideration. 
 
A number of workshops will be held on various planning and development topics with the 
Elected Members over the next few months whilst the draft plan is been prepared. 
 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Vincent Murray 
A/ Director Economic Development 
 
 


