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                   DATE: 6th January, 2021. 

 

To the Mayor and Each Member of Limerick City and County Council 
 
Chairperson’s Report of the Travel & Transportation Strategic Policy Committee Meeting 

of 15th December, 2020. 
 
 
The Chair, Cllr. Leddin opened the Meeting.  At the outset he wished to acknowledge the 

situation in Wickham Street regarding the issues of the wands.  He acknowledged the 

frustration from the traders and cyclist groups, but assured the meeting that Limerick City 

and County Council is in discussions to come to an amicable solution. 

 
 
Item 1: Adopt Minutes of Travel and Transportation SPC Meeting of the 20th October 2020 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Travel and Transportation Strategic Policy Committee held 
on the 20th October 2020 were proposed by Cllr. Foley, seconded by Cllr. Ryan and adopted. 

Item 2: Director’s Report. 
 
Mr. Kennedy updated the Committee on matters relating to the reduction of emissions 

figures contained in the draft LSMATS and the status of the local authority climate charter.  

Mr. Kennedy confirmed that he will enquire from the NTA as to its methodology in reaching 

its emissions reduction figures.  

Item 3: Presentation on proposal for School Streets Initiative (+CityxChange – Climathon 
Schoolgates Group). 
 

The presentation was delivered by the +CityxChange Climathon Schoolgates Group outlining 

a number of possible approaches to making access to schools safer and more environmentally 

friendly, including school zones and school streets schemes. 

Cllr. Leddin and the Members welcomed the presentation and supported the initiatives. In 

response to questions Mr. Kennedy added that the impact of closing streets will need to be 

examined in detail as there are multiple logistical issues that need to be addressed. It will 

require discussion with school principals and other stakeholder groups, in particular external 

funding stakeholders, to come up with solutions. It is in everyone’s interests to reduce the 

impact of school transport and he is keen to look at all possibilities. 
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Mr. Gallagher added that the Council is actively promoting walking and cycling active modes 

and is it is very good to start with young children.  He added that the executive is fully 

supportive of a pilot and added that good consultation will be key. 

 
Item 4:  Presentation on Local Improvement Scheme – Service Operations (Mr. Hugh 
McGrath). 
 
Mr. Hugh McGrath delivered a presentation on amendments to the Local Improvement 

Scheme.  The purpose of the presentation is primarily to inform the members and also to 

make a proposal in relation to how the schemes should be ranked and prioritised going 

forward. 

 

The Members expressed their concerns regarding certain ineligibility criteria and proposals to 

prioritise schemes. 

 
Mr. McGrath proposed to hold a number of workshops with the Members to discuss the 

amendments further, with a view to putting a number of options before the SPC for discussion 

and agreement. 

Mr. Kennedy undertook to ask that Corporate Services write to the Department raising the 

concerns of the Members. 

 
Item 5:  Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor F. Kilcoyne (referred from the 

Metropolitan District). 

“I will move at the next Metropolitan Meeting, to request free car parking for Limerick city to 
be enacted for one year, when Limerick is ready for reopening (which is now) after this Covid-
19 pandemic. I believe that to bring footfall back into our city, shoppers should be given 3 
hours free car parking at any time of the day to help retailers”. 

In proposing the Notice of Motion, Cllr. Kilcoyne added that he was very pleased to see last 
week that Councillors had taken the initiative to give free parking in carparks around the city 
and also the Council’s own carpark.  

In a written response Mr. Kennedy stated that Limerick City and County Council provides 
approximately 3,500 parking spaces in the city centre, with one of the lowest parking fees in 
the country.  The Council’s budget for 2021 provides for income of €1.926m for parking fines 
and charges.  To reduce the amount of revenue generated by removing parking charges would 
result in an unbalanced budget. 

Cllr. Leddin stated that all members will share Cllr. Kilcoyne’s sentiments in encouraging 
footfall into the city.  He added that the solution is most likely striking a balance between the 
revenue aspect of it, the management of parking in the city and at the same time facilitate 
the increase in footfall.  He concluded that it merits further discussion and he was happy to 
facilitate that for Cllr. Kilcoyne. 

Item 6:    Any Other Business. 



3 
 

Ms. Drake asked if the Wickham St. Cycle lane was constructed accordance with S.I. No. 

332/2012 - Road Traffic (Traffic and Parking) (Amendment) (No. 2) Regulations 2012? 

In reply Mr. Gallagher stated that the cycleway was constructed in accordance with the 

regulations. He added that it is illegal to park on a cycle lane and LCCC is currently trying to 

resolve issues around the bollards by discussions with stakeholders.  The Chair asked for 

forbearance whilst consultation is ongoing. 

The Chair closed the meeting by wishing all a safe, peaceful and happy Christmas. 

This concluded the business of the meeting.  

 Is mise le meas, 

 

 
 

____________________________________________________ 
Chairperson of the Travel & Transportation Strategic Policy Committee 
 


