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Date: 18 February 2020 
 

To the Mayor and Each Member of Limerick City and County Council 
 

Chairperson’s Report of the Climate Action, Biodiversity and Environment Strategic Policy 
Committee Meeting held on 11 February 2020. 

 
Item 1:  Adoption of Minutes 
On the proposal of Cllr Galvin, seconded by Cllr. Talukder, the minutes of the previous 
committee meeting held on 2 December, 2019 were unanimously adopted. 
 
Item 2:   Director’s Update 
Mr. Kennedy updated the members on matters arising from the meeting on 2 December, 
2019. 

1. Correspondence received from the Office of the Minister for Communications, 

Climate Action and the Environment regarding SPCs proposal to return waste 

management licensing function to local authorities. 

2. Planning and Enforcement Team will make a presentation to the next SPC meeting on 

illegal dumping enforcement activities.   

3. Confirmation that an invitation has been sent to OPW to meet with members over the 

concern of seasonal flooding on the River Deel.  

4. Update provided to members on the standard set back distance for planting of trees 
in metres from the road and a private dwelling house: 

5. Update on development of brief for Management Plan for Westfield Wetlands 
provided.  

6. ISO 500001 Energy Management Standard – certification received. 
7. Update on the Green Leaf Award Launch Night. 
8. Update on the approval loan facility for the Local Authority Public Lighting Energy 

Efficiency Project – Southern Region.  

 
Item 3:  Presentation on Tree Strategy/Management.   
Ms. Keenan, Former Senior Executive Parks Superintendent, South Dublin County Council, 
gave a comprehensive presentation to the members on ‘Developing a Tree Management 
Policy’ for Limerick City and County Council.  Ms. Keenan’s presentation centred on the 
benefits that trees provide and the importance of having a tree strategy. 
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The members thanked Ms Keenan for her presentation and endorsed the proposal.    
 
Item 4:   Limericks European Green Leaf 2020  
Ms. Goggin, SEE, informed the members of the application, shortlisting and award of 
European Green Leaf City status in 2020.  The official launch was held on the 23rd January 
2020 and Ms. Goggin gave a brief outline of some of the 26 events and initiatives that will be 
held throughout the coming year and an event brochure was circulated to all members in 
attendance.   
 
Item 5.   +CityxChange programme  
Mr. Pat Stephens, Limerick Clare Energy Agency, gave a presentation on Limerick’s Transition 
to a sustainable, low carbon economy and society. It involves identifying our energy 
consumption, improving energy efficiency in our buildings, reducing our energy related 
emissions and renewable energy generation. The EU +CityxChange Programme (Positive City 
Exchange) sees Limerick, along with Trondheim in Norway, chosen to roll out a project that 
has the potential to revolutionise how we produce and use energy in European cities and 
towns. 

The pilot will have core of five city blocks within the Georgian district of Limerick, anchored 
around Gardens International, the Limerick Twenty Thirty building, Limerick Chamber of 
Commerce and Rooney Auctioneers on O’Connell Street; Limerick’s General Post Office, 
Lower Cecil Street and Limerick Youth Services on Glentworth Street and will look to develop 
a community energy network. 

Item 6.   Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor S. Benson (deferred from Metro 
Meeting) 

“I will move at the next meeting that this Council carry out a feasibility study into Limerick 
City and County Council taking back control of waste collection services in Limerick”. 

In proposing the motion Cllr Benson stated that she believed that waste collection services 
should never have been privatised, and argued that a public waste collection service would 
be better for householders and the environment. 

In seconding the notice of motion, Cllr. Hartigan suggested that the motion be amended to 
state that the City and County Council “take back administrative control of waste collection 
services in Limerick”.  Cllr. Benson agreed to this amendment.   
 
In response, the Director stated that while no budget has been allocated for a feasibility study, 
the Council understands that a number of local authorities are currently investigating local 
authority involvement in kerbside household waste collection.  He proposed that the Council 
would liaise with these local authorities regarding the findings of their investigations, and 
report to the SPC on the outcomes.  
 
Cllr. Benson thanked the Director for his reply. 
 
Cllr. Teskey agreed it was wise to wait for the outcome of the findings of other Local 
Authorities. 
 

https://www.limerick.ie/CityxChange
https://www.limerick.ie/cityxchange/dpeb-buildings/dpeb-building-1-gardens-international
https://www.limerick.ie/cityxchange/dpeb-buildings/dpeb-building-2-chamber-commerce
https://www.limerick.ie/cityxchange/dpeb-buildings/dpeb-building-2-chamber-commerce
https://www.limerick.ie/cityxchange/dpeb-buildings/dpeb-building-4-rooney-auctioneers
https://www.limerick.ie/cityxchange/dpeb-buildings/dpeb-building-3-general-post-office
https://www.limerick.ie/cityxchange/dpeb-buildings/dpeb-building-5-limerick-youth-services
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At this point, as there was no longer a quorum, it was agreed that the  Notices of Motion of 
Cllr Sheehan (C) and Cllr Hartigan would be deferred to the next SPC meeting, and Cllr. Scanlan 
concluded the meeting.   
 
Is mise le meas, 
 
 
Jerome Scanlan 

Chairperson of the Climate Action, Biodiversity and Environment Strategic Policy Committee.  


