
 

 

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS AT MEETING OF THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT OF LIMERICK HELD IN 
THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, MERCHANT’S QUAY, LIMERICK, ON MONDAY, 9TH MARCH, 2020 
 
PRESENT IN THE CHAIR:  Councillor Kieran O’Hanlon, Leas-Cathaoirleach 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 
Councillors Costelloe, Daly, Hartigan, Kiely, Leddin (J), McSweeney, Murphy, Novak Uí Chonchúir, 
O’Dea, O’Donovan, O’Sullivan, Secas, Sheahan, Sheehan, Slattery and Talukder. 
 
OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
Director, Service Operations, (Mr. K. Lehane), Meetings Administrator (Mr. J. Clune), A/Director, 
Capital Investment (Mr. S. Hanrahan), Administrative Officer, Corporate Services (Ms. F. 
McCormack), Senior Social Worker, Urban and Rural Community Development (Mr. S. O’Connor), 
Senior Engineer, Operations and Maintenance Services (Mr. H. McGrath), A/Senior Planner, 
Strategic and Forward Planning (Ms. M. Woods), A/Senior Planner, Planning and Environmental 
Services (Mr. S. Duclot). 
 
Apologies for his inability to attend were received from Councillor Collins, Cathaoirleach.  Councillor 
O’Hanlon, Leas-Cathaoirleach took the Chair in the absence of the Cathaoirleach. 
 
At the outset of the meeting, Leas-Cathaoirleach, Councillor O’Hanlon welcomed Councillor Novak 
to the Meeting and congratulated her on her recent co-option.   
 
1.  Adoption of Minutes 
 
Circulated, copy of draft Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Metropolitan District of Limerick 
held on 17th February, 2020. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Kiely;  
Seconded by Councillor Sheehan; 
And Resolved:  
 
“That the draft Minutes, as circulated, be taken as read and adopted and signed”. 
 
2. Disposal of Land 
 
(a) Circulated, report of the Senior Staff Officer, Housing Support Services dated 14th February, 

2020 setting out proposals to dispose of the Freehold Interest of premises consisting of a 
dwelling house situate at 12 Island Road, Limerick and the intention to bring a Section 183 
Notice to Full Council in this regard, for approval. 

 
The report, as circulated, was noted by Members. 
 

(b) Circulated, Report of the Head of Property and Community Facilities dated 28th February, 
2020 setting out proposals to dispose of former Provincial Flooring Building, Galvone to Tait 
House Community Enterprise CLG and the intention to bring a Section 183 Notice to the 
March Meeting of Council in this regard, for approval. 
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The report, as circulated, was noted by Members. 
 
(c) Circulated, Report of the Head of Property and Community Facilities dated 28th February, 

2020 setting out proposals to dispose of the former Boxing Club Property, Galvone Industrial 
Estate, by way of a lease, to Southill Boxing Club and the intention to bring a Section 183 
Notice to the March Meeting of Council in this regard, for approval. 

 
The report, as circulated, was noted by Members. 
 

Councillor Kiely wished to have it noted that she had reservations in relation to these disposals 
however, she stated that her queries had now been answered. 
 
3. Capital Investment Directorate 
(a) Part 8 Procedure – Mungret Local Infrastructure Housing Activation Fund (LIHAF) – 

Delivery Stage 2 
 
Circulated, Report of the A/Director of Services, Capital Investment Directorate dated 2nd March, 
2020 and enclosed Chief Executive’s Report dated 3rd March, 2020 setting out details in relation to 
the construction of a new 1700-metre length of road with verge, footpaths, cycleway, on-street 
parking, public lighting and associated services at the townlands of Baunacloka, Dromdarrig, 
Caheranardrish and Moneteen, Mungret, Co. Limerick.  The report had been prepared in 
accordance with Section 179 3(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) and 
Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 2001 (as amended) and noted that it was 
proposed to proceed in accordance with Section 5 of the report. 
 
Members welcomed the proposed development and acknowledged the submissions received and 
the proposal to provide private, affordable and social housing within the development. 
 
Councillor Hartigan wished to note that he is not in approval of this development as it is a build to 
rent model and this development is not meeting the social needs of our communities who wish to 
purchase their own home.  
 
The report, as circulated, was noted by Members. 
 
(b) Part 8 Procedure – Castletroy Urban Greenway  
 
Circulated, Report of the A/Director of Services, Capital Investment Directorate dated 3rd March, 
2020 and enclosed Chief Executive’s Report dated 3rd March, 2020 setting out details in relation to 
the construction of an Urban Greenway (cycling and walking) providing connectivity between 
Castletroy College and Gaelscoil Chaladh an Treoigh, in the townlands of Newtown and Newcastle, 
Castletroy, Limerick.  
 
The report had been prepared in accordance with Section 179 3(a) of the Planning and 
Development Act 2000 (as amended) and Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations, 
2001 (as amended) and noted that it was proposed to proceed in accordance with Section 5 of the 
report. 
 
Members welcomed the proposed development and queried the time frame of the development. 
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Members also referred to the Gaelscoil, Castletroy and requested that consideration be given to 
the extending the area around the school when works are underway. 
 
The A/Director, Capital Investment confirmed that a detailed design of the project will now 
commence and he envisaged that the Contractor would be onsite when schools close.  He outlined 
a completion date of Q1, 2021.  The A/Director, Capital Investment also confirmed that discussions 
are taking place with the Gaelscoil and they would be facilitated where possible. 
 
The report, as circulated, was noted by Members. 
 
4. Economic Development Directorate 
 
Patrickswell Local Area Plan 2015 – 2021  
 
Circulated, Report of the A/Director of Services, Economic Development Directorate dated 7th 
February, 2020, enclosing copy of the Chief Executive’s Report dated 7th February, 2020, setting out 
details to resolve to extend the life of the Patrickswell Local Area Plan 2015 – 2021 by a further 5 
years from today’s date, in accordance with the provisions of Section 19 of the Planning and 
Development Act, 2000 (Amended), which provides for the extension of the valid life of a Local 
Area Plan.  
 
Following discussion, Members agreed to amend the proposal and to extend the life of the 
Patrickswell Local Area Plan 2015 – 2021 by a further 4 years. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Leddin; 
Seconded by Councillor McSweeney; 
And Resolved: 
 
“To extend the life of the Patrickswell Local Area Plan 2015 – 2021 by a further four years, from 
today’s date, in accordance with the Chief Executive’s Recommendations dated 7th February 2020, 
under Section 19 of the Planning and Development, 2000 (as amended)”. 
 
5. Service Operations Directorate 
 
(a) Strategic Housing Development Application at Canal Bank, Pa Healy Road, Park Road, 

Limerick 
 
Members welcomed the development and referred to the Canal Bank area as an opportunity to 
develop tourism.  The following points were made during discussion of this item : 
 

 In general the members welcomed the development of the site with the provision of 
accommodation within 10 minutes walk of the City. Presently the canal is underutilised. 

 The development close to the Canal will be beneficial for tourism and the Canal area.    

 Concerns in relation to traffic management, lack of infrastructure, increase in traffic in the area. 

 Separation for pedestrians and cyclists needed, link to UL required. 

 Wall under canal bridge should be removed, stagnant water, no flow under the bridge 

 Query in relation to flood risk on the site.  

 Affordable accommodation needed for students, close to colleges. 

 Concerns in relation to number of storeys in terms of height. 
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 Query in relation to the number of social units.  

 Serious reservations in relation to build to rent model, vacant units. 

 Habitat for the otter in vicinity of the site.   
 
The A/Senior Planner confirmed that a summary of the views of the Elected Members on the 
proposed development as expressed at the meeting will be forwarded to An Bord Pleanála as 
required by Section 5(a)(iii) of the Planning and Development (Housing) and Residential Tenancies 
Act 2016. 
 
(b) Schedule of Municipal District Works for the Metropolitan District of Limerick 
 
Circulated, report of the Director of Services dated 21st February, 2020 setting out the background 
to the preparation of a Schedule of Municipal District Works and including the Draft Schedule of 
Municipal District Works 2020 for the Metropolitan District of Limerick. 
 
Members requested that the Schedule of Municipal District Works would be outlined on a map and 
circulated to Members. 
 
Proposed by Councillor Daly; 
Seconded by Councillor Kiely; 
And Resolved: 
 
“That the Schedule of Municipal District Works 2020 for the Metropolitan District of Limerick be 
adopted in accordance with Section 103A of the Local Government Act 2001 (as amended)”. 
 

QUESTIONS 
 
6. Question submitted by Councillor E. O’Donovan 
 
I will ask at the next meeting the reasons why the address of Council houses allocated are sent 
to Councillors, TD’s and Senators and if this practice is fully compliant with data protection.  
 
REPLY: The Policy and Process agreed in relation to the allocation of Council Housing Stock 

was agreed in 2014 with the merging of both Councils. The Allocation Scheme was 
adopted in 2017 in accordance with Section 22 of the Housing (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) Act 2009, the Social Housing Allocation Regulations 2011 and the Social 
Housing Allocation Amendment Regulations 2016. 

 
The Process 
Council Officials review available Council properties with all approved applicants for 
the area. Houses are allocated to approved applicants in accordance with the 
Scheme of Letting Priorities.  If an Elected Member or TD makes representations for 
a housing applicant, this representation is noted on CRM. 
 
Following the allocation of a Council property to an applicant, a notification is issued 
to the Elected Member or TD who made representations on the applicants behalf.  
A notification is then sent to Elected Members and TD’s to inform them of the 
address (not personal details) that has been allocated.  Individual house numbers 
are not issued in this notification.  This process was developed in the interest of 
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governance and transparency in relation to the allocation of Council stock.  Data 
Protection is fully observed in relation to the process and no conflict exists in relation 
to this. 

 
7. Question submitted by Councillor E. O’Donovan 
 
I will ask at the next meeting if Limerick Metropolitan Council will be participating in Earth Day 
on Wednesday 22nd April and if they would consider doing so. 
 
REPLY: The participation of Limerick City and County Council in Earth Day is currently being 

examined and an update will be provided to Elected Members as soon as possible. 
 
8.  Question submitted by Councillor E. O’Donovan 
 
I will ask at the next meeting that Limerick Metropolitan Council write to the ESB asking that the 
ESB urgently review the operation of Ardnacrusha Power Station and its impact on the 
management of the Lower River Shannon. 
 
9. Question submitted by Councillor C. Sheehan 
 
I will ask at the next Metropolitan Meeting of Limerick City and County Council that the Council 
confirms the number of properties in Limerick that are currently available to rent under AirBnb. 
 
10. Question submitted by Councillor C. Sheehan 
 
I will ask at the next Meeting how many of these properties are rented for less than 90 days and 
have registered for exemption with Limerick City and County Council as their Local Authority. 
 
11. Question submitted by Councillor C. Sheehan 
 
I will ask at the next Meeting how many of these properties are being rented for more than 90 
days and have applied for planning permission for a change of use. 
 
REPLY: Following funding from the Department of Housing, Planning and Local 

Government, the Council is in the process of appointing staff to implement these 
new short-term letting regulations.  It is anticipated that these personnel will be in 
place by the end of this month.  At this stage, the Council is not yet in a position to 
confirm the number of properties in Limerick that are available for short-term 
letting. 
Within the Rent Pressure Zone, the 90 day cap relates to the total number of letting 
days that a homesharer can let their entire permanent place of residence while they 
are temporarily absent from their home.  To date no registrations have been 
received for the letting of a home for 90 days.  The Council have received 5 
registrations for home-sharing, the letting of 2 or more rooms within a principal 
private residence. 

 
The short-term letting regulations requires a person who is letting a second property 
(not their principal private residence) within the Rent Pressure Zone to apply for 
planning permission for change of use.  The Council has received 3 planning 
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applications for change of use for short-term letting. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTION 
 
12.  Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor J. Leddin (to be referred to the Travel and 

Transportation Strategic Policy Committee) 
 
I will move at the next Meeting that Limerick Metropolitan Council establish a Citizens Assembly 
in partnership with business, academia, community and voluntary organisations and regional 
stakeholders to facilitate meaningful discussion and consultation on Limericks future Transport 
Strategy.  
 
It was agreed to refer this Motion to the Travel and Transportation Strategic Policy Committee. 
 
13.  Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor J. Leddin 
 
I will move at the next Meeting that Limerick Metropolitan Council emphasise the need for a high 
percentage of the lands identified by the Land Development Agency be developed for social and 
affordable houses rather than speculative commercial development. 
 
The Motion was proposed by Councillor Leddin, seconded by Councillor O’Donovan and agreed. 
 
Councillor Leddin welcomed the development and acknowledged the work carried out by Limerick  
City and County Council in providing social housing units and emphasised the importance of  
housing accommodation being provided on Council owned lands.  In seconding the motion,  
Councillor O’Donovan emphasised the need for state owned land to include a percentage of  
affordable and social housing.  
 
REPLY: The LDA and Limerick City and County Council are currently engaging in a master 

planning exercise for lands in and around Colbert Station.  The purpose of this 
exercise is to examine what are the most appropriate uses on the different areas of 
land within the plan boundaries and to agree these with our forward planning team.  
Where housing is identified as the appropriate use the LDA Planners will engage with 
the Forward Planning Directorate and the Housing Directorate who will carry out an 
analysis of the surrounding housing mix and will agree what is the appropriate 
housing mix to be provided within the plan area.  

 
14.  Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor E. Secas 
 
I will move at the next meeting that this Council engage with Bus Éireann and the Gardaí to start, 
as soon as possible, an initiative where cameras installed on buses will be used to tackle illegal 
parking in bus stops in Limerick. 
 
The Motion was proposed by Councillor Secas. 
 
REPLY: Regretfully I advise that under the current provisions of Road Traffic Regulations 

and the Traffic Wardens Act, 1975, the use of the provisions proposed as evidence 
of non compliance with parking regulations cannot be presented by Limerick City 
and County Council before the Courts to enable prosecution. 
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15.  Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor E. Secas 
 
I will move at the next meeting that this Council engage with Clare County Council and jointly 
apply for funding to develop a Limerick to Scariff Greenway that will incorporate the Black Bridge. 
 
In proposing the Motion, Councillor Secas referred to the need to progress this proposal in order  
to incorporate the Black Bridge.  Councilllor O’Hanlon acknowledged that the Black Bridge forms  
part of the Plassey heritage and it is important that it is fully developed.  Councillor O’Hanlon  
seconded this motion and agreed. 
 
REPLY: Limerick City and County Council have engaged in discussions with Waterways 

Ireland and Clare County Council in relation to a Greenway from Limerick to Scariff 
/ Tuamgraney via O’Brien’s Bridge and Killaloe.  This incorporates the Black Bridge. 

 
Waterways Ireland have applied to the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport 
for funding to progress a feasibility study, options report, planning and detailed 
design.  This application is supported by Clare County Council and Limerick City and 
County Council. 

 
Limerick City and County Council has a feasibility study completed for the UL to 
Castleconnell to Montpelier Greenway and are currently liaising with stakeholders. 

 
16.  Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor E. O’Donovan 
 
I will move at the next meeting that Limerick Metropolitan Council add the granite mooring 
bollard on Merchant’s Quay to the Record of Protected Structures.  
 
In proposing the Motion, Councillor O’Donovan, referred to the need to add the granite mooring  
bollard on Merchants Quay to the Record of Protected Structures as it is an important piece of  
infrastructure and the need for it to be protected.  This Motion was seconded by Councillor  
Costelloe and agreed. 
 
REPLY: The content of this notice of motion will be considered having regard to Part IV 

(Architectural Heritage) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).  
The Executive will consider a report from the Conservation Officer, Limerick City and 
County Council, whether this granite mooring bollard on Merchant’s Quay, Limerick, 
is of such special interest to warrant its inclusion in the Record of Protected 
Structures. 

 
17.  Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor C. Sheehan 
 
I will move at the next Metropolitan Meeting of the Council that the Council writes to the Minister 
for Business, Enterprise and Innovation to ask her to intervene in relation to the proposed job 
losses at the Arise Call Centre in Raheen due to the decision of Vodafone not to renew their 
contract. 
 
In proposing the Motion, Councillor Sheehan emphasised the need to call on the Minister for  
Business, Enterprise and Innovation to intervene in order to prevent the proposed job losses in  
Raheen.  This Motion was seconded by Councillor O’Donovan and agreed. 
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18. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor C. Sheehan (to be referred to Economic 
Development, Enterprise and Planning Strategic Policy Committee) 

 
I will move at the next Metropolitan Meeting of the Council that the Council puts in place a retail 
strategy to deal with the number of vacant shops in the city centre. 
 
It was agreed to refer this Notice of Motion to the Economic Development, Enterprise and Planning  
Strategic Policy Committee. 
 
19. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor M. Sheahan (to be referred to the Climate 

Action, Biodiversity and Environment Strategic Policy Committee). 
 
I move that the Council consider providing a public toilet facility at the Castletroy Public Park for  
the Park users and visitors similar to those already provided at the  People’s Park, Shelbourne  
Park and the new Mungret Park.  
 
It was agreed to refer this Notice of Motion to the Climate Action, Biodiversity and Environment  
Strategic Policy Committee. 
 
20. Notice of Motion submitted by Councillor M. Sheahan (to be referred to the Climate 

Action, Biodiversity and Environment Strategic Policy Committee). 
 
I move that the Council and the OPW  immediately advance the Annacotty and Mountshannon 
Road Flood Alleviation Scheme as a stand alone project similar to the Castleconnell Flood 
Alleviation Project. 
 
It was agreed to refer this Notice of Motion to the Climate Action, Biodiversity and Environment  
Strategic Policy Committee. 
 
21. Correspondence 
 
Correspondence was taken as read. 
 
 
 
This concluded the Meeting. 
 
 
 
 
Signed: _____________________________  
  CATHAOIRLEACH 
 
 
 
 
Dated:   ______________________________ 


